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               Pastor Paul Anthes
Introduction:
God has directed Paul to be  blunt and forceful about the Gospel, throughout this entire letter.  This is not typical of Paul, but this is not a typical church problem. If you do not get this, then you don’t get anything else.  Satan certainly has a very vested interest in churches in all ages that do not preach the Gospel that God Himself has delivered to us in the Scripture. Already by the second verse, Paul has stated the Gospel that is the point of his contention with the false teachers that were among the Galatians. The entire epistle centers on the true meaning of the Gospel.  No book will tell you how you must be saved more clearly than Galatians. 
Galatians 1:2-5  To the churches of Galatia:  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,  5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.
Grace which is the favor you need from God but have no ability to gain comes from God alone.  He is the source of all grace in the universe.  If we have any to grant to others it comes from Him to us then through us and flows to a lost, fallen and evil world.  

Peace, likewise is not a product of this world.  Although the world speaks incessantly of peace it never has any  That is because, like all true virtues, this too comes only from God.  It begins for you when you surrender your heart to Christ.  We are by nature His enemies and therefore are living daily in a war of the spirit and heart.  
Romans 5:10   10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

From God: Peace is as allusive as love and joy.  It is solely a work of the Holy Spirit. Its first fruit is to bring us into fellowship to God through the full surrender. If you lack peace in your life it is a certain sign that you are withholding yourself from God even though you believe in Him.  This is the path to peace of soul.  When you have totally bowed your heart to God’s right to rule you, He will grant you peace.  It  is a genuine peace, because you come into harmony with the way God created the universe.  It was for His Glory and purposes that He gave life to you. Not only that, but God is good and His purposes are good toward you.   He grants great peace and real blessing to those who obey Him FROM THE HEART.  

Philippians 4:9   9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
He gave Himself for us:  The heart of the Gospel is summed up in this phrase.   To minimize this, change it,  not believe it or refuse to follow Christ is the ultimate offense to God.  The spurning of the Gospel is the spurning of Christ’s love for you and a confession that He could have spared Himself the trouble of suffering and dying….we simply are not interested in knowing Him or in conforming our lives to His Order.  
God has made one way and it is the Gospel  It has its value in Christ and not in us.  It has its power in the Cross and not in us.  It is God acting alone to save us who cannot save ourselves.  It is a celebration of Christ because Christ Jesus, the man, is our Only hope.  Our only savior….He is the Good News.  He gave Himself up for us.”
Galatians 6:11-18  11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.  12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh.  14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.  16 And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.  17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.  18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

In conclusion to this Gospel presentation this text reminds us of the following things: 

· The Gospel of Christ excludes all works of men [11-13]

· The Gospel of Christ excludes all boasting of men [14]
· The Gospel of Christ is a New Creation [15]

· The Gospel of Christ is the sole source of what you most desire. [16-18]
This is The Crucial Truth you must embrace.  God cannot be satisfied with mental assent.  You can never be saved or have the joy, peace and love of God until you surrender your heart, mind, body and soul to Jesus Christ.  
The Gospel of Christ excludes all works of men [11-13]

Galatians 6:11-13  11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand.  12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh.

I am writing to you with my own hand: Paul was infirmed, possibly with partial blindness.  He usually used a scribe to dictate his letters.  
Romans 16:21-22  21 Timothy my fellow worker greets you, and so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen.  22 I, Tertius, who write this letter, greet you in the Lord.

This however is an issue of such monumental concern to the souls of the Galatians that he takes quill in hand and begins to write himself.  There is also the issue of authenticity.  The Galatians knew Paul and would recognize his large letters on the parchment…thus assuring them of the authenticity of the apostolic teaching they were receiving.   

Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh:  The flesh is way more than just the list of wicked deeds that are so obvious.  The sexual sins and drunkenness, the hatred of others and wild living apart from God are obvious works of the flesh….but the use of religion, morality and good works that are not driven from the heart by the Holy Spirit are just as rejected by God.  NOW…this is hard for us to believe.  Our natures want to recoil at the thought that drunken partying and ascetic religion are equally powerless in saving us and changing our hearts. 

The Galatians were being “peer pressured” to conform to an outward standard that God had not called for.  They were being pressured by people who were embarrassed by their lack of “religion” and who were themselves being pressured in the same way.  This spirit is alive and well in many churches today.  When someone comes into the church do you feel immediate need to change them?  
They desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh:  A pastor once told me that every single person that came to his church on Sunday Morning also came on Sunday night and Wednesday night.  My first thought was,  Wow!  How these people must desire to be taught the Word and to be together to love one another and enjoy one another in Christ.  But, I later found out that those who did not follow this pattern were pressured to do so.  It made the leadership look bad if they did not come to everything they prescribed.   The Galatians apparently had pastors who desired to boast that every single male in their congregation had exceeded the requirements of the Gospel and been circumcised as well  
1 Corinthians 4:6b-7…..  so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other…..What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?
This is the FEAR OF HUMAN OPPOSITION:  Outside the Church we hide a pure devotion to Christ.  We fear their human opposition.  We are inclined toward another gospel….because this one….the true one is Wildly Unpopular.  Inside the Church we fear our hopeless dependency on Christ Jesus.  We conform to religion in fear of human opposition.  Both inside and outside we fear human opposition.  
What can you possibly do for God other than give Him your heart, soul, mind and strength?  Have you ever asked God to capture your heart with His love and mercy.   Do you desire Christ or just the idea of not going to hell?  Are you drawn to His presence or do you just want to know what will keep Him at bay?  The answers reveal your heart. 
If it is a Galatian heart….cold and unyielding to God…. then you have been deceived by the world and Satan.   You are seeking something other than Christ for happiness, satisfaction and hope.  If your heart is not telling you that Jesus will satisfy you, then….turn to Him and ask for a transformed heart.  Jesus promised that if you would seek Him He would give you an abundant life. It never, ever works the other way around. 
Psalm 34:2-9   2 My soul will make its boast in the LORD; The humble will hear it and rejoice.  3 O magnify the LORD with me, And let us exalt His name together.  4 I sought the LORD, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears.  5 They looked to Him and were radiant, And their faces will never be ashamed.  6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him And saved him out of all his troubles.  7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues them.  8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!  9 O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no want.

The Gospel of Christ excludes all boasting of men [14]

Galatians 6:14   14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.

May it never be that I would boast:   This is the strongest possible assertion.  Some translations say “God Forbid!”  It is a prayer in this form.  “May God stop me from boasting in all other things.”   
What does it mean to boast?   It means: “to take credit for something in your own heart” “to imagine that it is intrinsic to you and not given to you”  .  Do you have any great talent?  Have you worked hard to achieve something or possess something?  We boast to the degree that we imagine that we accomplished that.   
This is the quintessential characteristic of the world.  IT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH WHAT YOU SAY WITH YOUR MOUTH!  Let me repeat this thought:  It is not describing what we say with our words but what we imagine in our heart.   
It is…then….a characteristic of the heart.  Most people know better than to brag about themselves in public or even private.  Common sense tells us not to say, “I am so clever”  “I am so beautiful….everyone tells me so.”  “I am not subject to the temptations of this world like many people!”  “I am intelligent and well educated” or my personal favorite… “I am a good person.”   Do you know your heart?  Be careful before you answer.  
Jeremiah 17:9-10   9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?  10 "I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.

This is why David prayed;  

Psalm 139:23-24  23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Ask God, my friend to reveal your heart to you.  David withstood great sin in the face of Saul’s relentless attacks.  He was hailed as the King by admiring crowds.  He was granted victory in battle.  Beautiful women wanted to be his wife….but He was brought down by his heart….when He depended on himself.  

Except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ:  What is it you most hope for in this life.  I want you all to take one minute to think of one answer to this question.  Now is this a  part of your life that you do not need God for?  Here is how you tell.   Is this something that you never consult God about.   Have you ever searched the Bible to discover something about?  It could be: The choosing of a career or where to put your investments or even where you should live.   How often do you ask God to produce the character of Christ in your heart to love a difficult spouse, family member or co-worker. Is God, disinterested in these areas….or do we just think we can handle them ourselves.  
Through which the world has been crucified to me:  We must stop the thought that we can resist the world, overcome the world or even live happily in the world apart from daily help from a gracious God.   We possess no strength to do this apart from God.  The pages of history, even our own are strewn with the wrecked lives of those who try. 

We are still fallen sinners and need the merciful direction, fellowship and help of God everyday.   Listen to the daily deception.  “You can do it.”  “The evil lurking everywhere will not overcome you!”  “God is trying to keep the good stuff from you with His commands and warnings.”  Here is the response to all this.  God has broken the power of the world and Satan to destroy your life, but both of them are still trying to destroy your precious life. 

Therefore realize:  Nothing that we do in the flesh will save us from hell or from the consequences of sin in this world.  All men and women will reap justice if they do not embrace mercy.  Mercy flows from the Cross where Christ laid down His sinless life for your sinful one.  This is salvation….but what about our daily lives.  They are equally dependent upon God’s gracious help.  God knew we could not live for long in a fallen world if He did not make it possible.  

John 14:16-18  16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  18 "I will not leave you as orphans;   
Here then is a two fold warning from God:  Do not fear human opposition and Do not love human praise [especially your own]  Now the reason why!
The Gospel of Christ is a New Creation [15]

Galatians 6:15  15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision:  Religion and morality are nothing….yes nothing before God.  He rejects it all because it all competes with His glory and mercy.  Fallen sinners seek mercy from a merciful God.  The religious and the worldly mockers seek nothing from God.  The reveler and the reverential alike scorn God because He gave His Son for us and both act as if they have no need of Christ Jesus.  
Let me illustrate from an event in Jesus’ life: 

Luke 7:39-49   39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner."  40 And Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher."  41 "A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42 "When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?"  43 Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly."  44 Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 "You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.  46 "You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.  47 "For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little."  48 Then He said to her, "Your sins have been forgiven."  49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, "Who is this man who even forgives sins?" 
A new creation:  All of these works and boastings of men are replaced with this single, gleamingly pure reality.  God Calls it a “New Creation”  and it is not you.  It is Christ Jesus.  This word “new” has been used to describe things which never existed before: 
Mark 1:27 They were all amazed, so that they debated among themselves, saying, "What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him."
Luke 22:20 And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
Here it speaks of Christ Jesus our Lord:  Jesus Christ is the gospel good news. His spiritual body is His church into which He places every one who trusts in Him alone.  

Ephesians 4:22-24  22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,  23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
Jesus Christ is the New Creation.  He was and is also the New Man.  Adam fell Christ did not.  Adam lived independently of God, Jesus did not.  The death and hopelessness of humanity apart from God was reversed, remedied and recreated by Christ.   
Romans 5:17-19  17 For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  18 So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.
When God was finished creating all things in six literal days, He rested on the seventh.  Jesus also, saying “it is finished”  created  a “New Creation”  and then rested on the Seventh day.  Of the three days he spent in the tomb, Saturday…the seventh day….was the only full day He was there.   He did not come to destroy the law, but to bring it to its full conclusion…to fulfill it.   For this reason Paul could also say to the Corinthians: 

2 Corinthians 5:17 …..if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
The Gospel of Christ is the sole source of what you most desire. [16-18]

Galatians 6:16-18  16 And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.  17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.  18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.
Those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them:  “Rule” here means standard of measure.  It is the word “canon” used to describe the standard of measuring anything.  What then is this standard?  Jesus Christ is a real person who loved you and gave His life up for you.  He is not a doctrine.  He cannot be reduced to a religion or a ritual.  He cannot be added to our lives, because He is the sole source of life.  He cannot be ignored because He is the only possible way for men to avoid eternal death in hell as payment for their sin toward one another and their rejection of God’s mercy at the Cross.  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen:  God speaks of peace, mercy and grace here in these three verses. He offers it to your spirit as well as your body.  The Peace is internal and eternal.  It is Peace with God instead of ongoing warfare with Him. Peace of mind instead of anxiety.  Peace of God instead of worry over every aspect of our life. 
Mercy is Grace in action:  Grace is favor, but mercy is favor in action.  God has given us life rather than death.  He has forgiven us our sin rather than required payment.  He has healed us of illnesses that could have killed us.  He has kept us from being killed on the road and at work.  He has protected our property from the greed of others and has given us human affection instead of hatred.  He has fed you and clothed you and housed you and loved you.   

Is such a God undesirable to you?  Would you spurn any human who loved you this way or would you seek them, run to them, endeavor to please them….Love them.   
CONCLUSION:
The Gospel is Christ plus nothing else.  We can and must set nothing else on the table to compete with the Glory of our Great Savior.  Jesus Christ is our sole hope because:  
He replaces all works of men with His perfect work on the Cross
He replaces all boasting of men with confidence in Him
He is a New Creation that replaces the Old and Fallen one
He is the true source of all our desires in this life 
Deuteronomy 30:14-20  14 "But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may observe it.  15 "See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity;  16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may live and multiply, and that the LORD your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it.  17 "But if your heart turns away and you will not obey, but are drawn away and worship other gods and serve them,  18 I declare to you today that you shall surely perish. You will not prolong your days in the land where you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess it.  19 "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,  20 by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days
“Suppose I had the power to hold out to you two hands for your choosing. In the one hand is the mercy of God to forgive all your sins and the peace of God for your eternal enjoyment. And in the other hand was every desirable thing the world could offer you (money, leisure, health, popularity, big business savvy, a spouse—you name it)—but no mercy from God and no final peace with him. Which would you want? "What does it profit you if you gain the whole world and lose your soul?" Only in the grip of a great satanic delusion do people choose the world over the mercy and peace of God. But surely the Holy Spirit is here this morning to break that delusion and to help us feel the utter foolishness of desiring the pleasures of the world for a season at the expense of God's mercy and the beauty of his peace. And so verse 16 becomes a big freeway sign to tell us how to leave the road of foolishness and get on the road of God's mercy and peace, and stay on it.”  John Piper
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