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Introduction:

Probably everyone has had the experience of planting something that just did not grow….or it began to grow and then died or withered and languished.  I once planted tomatoes in some pots.  They were growing splendidly when I decided that if they were growing this well without any help from me they would do really well if I put some plant food on them.  They were all dead in a matter of weeks.  
Another time a planted a grape vine in my yard.  After 5 years of watering and cultivating it was still exactly the same size as the day I planted it.  I had planted it in a few inches of dirt on top of a massive rock ledge. 
In each case I had desired some good fruit…some reward for my labor, but had gotten nothing in return.  I did not received the harvest I had desired.  

About that same time I went to a local ranch and brought home several pickup loads of dirt to put into my garden.   Unknown to me, it was filled with a very nasty kind of weed that I never was able to get out of my garden by ordinary means.  I had sown something that I did not wish to reap….but reaped it nevertheless.  

Now all this is to get our attention on a principle of the spiritual life that is showcased for us in these verses of Galatians.  It is the principle of sowing and reaping.  According to God it is an unchanging principle.  Everyman is to take care what he plants because that is what he will reap.  This is a life and death passage.  It is possible to sow in such a way as to reap death.  Now listen very carefully….Being saved does not exempt us from this principle.  Please listen carefully to what I am saying now.  Being a believer does not give license to sin.  It does not nullify the truth of what is about to be said here.  God is speaking to believers in Galatians.

Well what about Grace…  That we do not get what we deserve?  Now this is a very important point and a valid question.  Grace is not extended all the time.  If it was then we would be entitled to it right?  
Romans 9:15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."
The notion that principle of sowing and reaping does not apply to believers is dangerous.   
Galatians 6:6-10   6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.  7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 

God sets before us three choices in this passage.  At the same time He clearly explains the unchanging principles of sowing and reaping.  You will decide today what it is you desire and then commit yourself to sow that which leads to the harvest you seek.  There is…
· The Harvest of the Head  [6]
· The Harvest of the Heart [8]
· The Harvest of the Hand [9-10]
Before we begin we need to look at the one thing that we must all know going into this.  The three harvests of head, heart and hand are all related to this one principle and that is found in verse seven 
Galatians 6:7   7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  
Do not be deceived:  This means to be lead astray or caused to believe something that is not true.  Most of us think we are not naive.  We think we are pretty savvy and cannot be made a fool of.  The proof that we feel this way is found in our reaction to being made a fool of.  It makes us really angry.  It hurts our pride that we were taken, lied to, tricked, played, taken advantage of…..deceived.  How does that make you feel?  We are angry with ourselves because we thought we were stronger, smarter, more informed, more cautious, less vulnerable than that.  Such things wound our pride and our hearts.  Who would primarily try to deceive us? 
Those who deceive are of Satan.  Their principle activities have to do with deceiving men. 
Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
2 John 1:7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.  
God is not mocked:  This describes turning up your nose at God.  Looking Him in the face and saying, “YOU are the one not telling the truth….not my friends, co-workers, or teachers…you are the one who lies.”  “I call you a liar God.”  “I mock you as the all-knowing, and all loving God.  I sneer at you as I say it.”  All this and possibly more is implicit in this simple phrase.  God is not mocked!    I beg you not to ever do this.    Here are two reasons why:
· It is an infinite offense to the one who infinitely loved you.   He looked down through the ages of time to see you there.  He began to love then knowing all of your sin and shame.  He acted.  He left the joy of heaven exchanging it for infancy, poverty, homelessness and humility.  He was known as an illegitimate child throughout his life.  He was rejected by His religion, His brothers and sisters, His friends, His town, His culture.  He willingly became the lightning rod of Satan’s hatred and persecution.  He was pursued to death by the self-righteous and the government in power.  When He finally died…it was as the vilest criminal anywhere on the planet. Isaiah tells us it was all for you….for the love of you.  To redeem you.  To rescue you.  To help you.  To save you.   
Isaiah 53:5-6   5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
1 Peter 2:24-25  24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

· Because God will always prove you wrong.  “Whatever a man sows, this he will also reap”   If our heart will not bend the knee before our merciful and just God then we will endure the very truth we so confidently deny.  Are we denying a truth?  Yes…we are denying the settled reality that what we value, how we think and who we esteem has any bearing on the consequences of our lives.  In other words, we can sow weeds and thorns but after a time we will reap delicious fruit.  We can sow rebellion and still reap peace in our hearts and lives.  These are the lies of the deceiver, but God cannot be mocked….what He says is always true because He has established the world and all that is in it….including you.   

Do not say…”I would never do this!”  You already have and so have I.  Satan has fooled us again and again.  We have lied and we wonder why life seems so dishonest.  We have been selfish and wonder why there seems so little generosity.  We have rebelled and wondered by the world seems so rebellious.  We have been greedy and cheap and wondered by the world seems so ungenerous.  We have certainly been deceived…but this truth still stands…God Cannot Be Mocked by us….ever!  What then do believers desire?
The Harvest of the Head [6]
Galatians 6:6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.

Verse six states the principle in reverse order.  If you want the harvest of the Word of God then you need to sow a seed that supports and encourages your teacher. God calls all  His children to Hear Him, Know Him and Follow Him. He does this through the imparting of His Word, The Bible.  It is intended to be known and understood not just acknowledged as the Scripture.   

Isaiah 50:4-5   4 The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.  5 The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.
John 16:13  13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
This happens from the preaching and teaching of the Scripture.  

John 17:17   17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

God has ordained to give you the fullness of the truth through the Word of God preached and taught.  He even gave gifted men to the church to carry out this very purpose.  

Ephesians 4:11-15  11 It was he [Jesus] who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,  12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.  15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

Now that is the harvest of the head.  To be instructed in the Word of the Living God faithfully, incessantly, perseveringly, patiently and regularly.  Our knowledge of God comes through the head and the head is nourished at the pulpit.  If you want to know God then you must know the Word of God….and if you want to know the Word then God has ordained that you be taught….and if you will be taught then you must have a teacher and if you are to have a teacher then you must help Him live because He labors in the Word for your soul and your mind.
1 Timothy 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard [labor to the point of exhaustion] at preaching and teaching.
2 Timothy 2:2 The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 
The Harvest of the Heart [8]

Galatians 6: 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

With the head we know God, but with the heart we love God and love leads us to worship Him.  This is no small thing.  It is the greatest of all things that we can do, but it does not exist or spring into existence in a vacuum. Like everything else we are dependent on God even to love Him.  We seek Him and humble ourselves before Him on that level. 
The one who sows to his own flesh:  The flesh is defined very clearly for us in Galatians.  Here are some verses that explain it for us.  

Galatians 2:16  so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.
Galatians 3:3   3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  

Galatians 5:17-19   17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.  19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,

The flesh then is any and everything that we do apart from God.  Those things which we do in our own righteousness….our pride.  Our sense of not needing help.  We are good or at least good enough.  We keep the commands of God or at least we keep them better than others.  Our sins are not obvious…they are under control.  This independence from God leaves us totally vulnerable to sin.  Not only will it not save us…which most of us know and believe, but we can never be godly,  we can never be Christlike and honoring to our Savior.  We can never give Him the worship and adoration of a holy life until we live daily in dependence upon Him.  
If we sow independence….think independently, plan independently, fashion our own righteousness independently, pursue our careers, wealth, happiness, satisfaction, security, hope, retirement, or whatever else INDEPENDENTLY  we are sowing to the flesh and not to the Spirit.  
From the flesh reap corruption:   The flesh will give you a harvest, but it is not the one that is promised.  It promises happiness, satisfaction and pride, but it actually gives grief, dissatisfied soul and mind and brokenness. It promises freedom and brings you into bondage to sin and death.  You pursue and live in the very things that cause you all your misery.  This is slavery of the soul.  
Corruption in this verse is death.  It describes the smell of a dead body.  Not only is it dead but it is rotting.  Self-righteous religion will produce this just as surely as immorality, drunkenness, hatred and murder.  Let me tell you what God is not saying here.  He is not saying that you need to clean up your life and live according to the rules and you will live.  That is the message of religion and sadly of many churches in our day.  GOD IS NOT SAYING THAT.  Listen to what He does say. 
Ephesians 2:1-5  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

The flesh in any form will never save you from your lost and hopeless condition.  God will save you apart from your works of religion and certainly from your works of great sin. 
The one who sows to the Spirit:  To sow to the Spirit is to look to the Spirit for all you desire.  It is full and uncompromised dependence upon God for your life.  
· Do you lack assurance of your standing with God….this The Spirit Gives. 

Galatians 4:6-7  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
· Do you wish to love God as you should…..the Spirit Does this for Us. 
Galatians 4:6-7  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

Do you need Joy, peace or any of the virtues of Christ that you wish to reap in your life….The Spirit it gives those as well. 
Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control;

From the Spirit reap eternal life:  Sowing to the spirit does not mean being good or even better.  It means full hope in God alone and His Holy Spirit alone to save us, keep us, perfect us and give us a harvest of righteousness.  We reap from the Spirit.  What we have to sow is trust in God alone to give us what we need.  
Philippians 3:3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh--
This is the harvest of the heart.  God pouring out the Spirit to give to us the life of His dear son.  To grant us what we could never have and to give us love for our Savior that draws us into His very throne room to worship and adore Him. 
The Harvest of the Hand [9-10]
Galatians 6:9-10   9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Let us not lose heart in doing good:  In the face of opposition and so much evil in the world it is easy to despair of doing God.  What is in it for us?  We may ask.  Here is the answer…A harvest of Good.  How can I be sure….you can only be sure if you think God tells the truth to you.  Is He a God who promises you things that He know will never come to pass?  Does He bait and switch…promising you good just to get you to be good?  
In due time we will reap if we do not grow weary:  The harvest is often delayed because we walk by faith and not by sight.  We do good because we believe God and not because we know for sure we will reap good immediately.  In fact this verse indicates that we will often have to wait and we will often grow weary and we will often lose heart.  How will we persist then.  How will we ever reap this harvest?

By the perseverance the Holy Spirit give as we continually sow to Him.  We will never persevere apart from God’s grace and help.  If you desire Good then seek the grace God gives to do good to all men.  Open your eyes and hearts for the opportunity to do it in the power of the Spirit of God and never in your own.  
While we have opportunity, let us do good to all people:  This is because God is good and the Spirit of God produces Christlike goodness in us for a purpose.  It is to display His Glory in the world.  
Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
Jeremiah 33:9 'It will be to Me a name of joy, praise and glory before all the nations of the earth which will hear of all the good that I do for them, and they will fear and tremble because of all the good and all the peace that I make for it.'
Especially to those who are of the household of the faith:  These are the brothers in your church.  The Christians you know by name.  It is not theoretical.  It is concrete and the recipients have names and faces.  They are not just the people you like either.  Why is this so important?  Because it is the only service that you can actually do on this earth for Christ.   Hear this now.  Going to church is not service for Christ.  It is worship.  Doing good to His other children is Service.  
Matthew 10:40-42   40 "He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me.  41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward.  42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."

Matthew 25:35-40  35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?  38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'  40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  God has laid down an immutable principle in the book of Galatians and particularly in this passage:  All men sow all the time and what they sow is what grows in their lives and comes back to them in the form of a harvest.  God further more gives very precise instructions about what we reap when we sow certain things.  If you want to know God you must provide for yourself a teacher who will impart knowledge of God from His Word.  If you desire to love God then you must sow not to your own works and abilities but to the Holy Spirit….exercising daily dependence on God and not just weekly or monthly.  And if you will serve God then it will be done in the strength of the Lord.  
The Gospel of Grace produces an extraordinary Harvest.  It is a harvest of the head the heart and the hand.  We may know our God by His Grace, We may love Him because of His gracious gift of the Holy Spirit and we may serve Him because of His merciful empowering through the Spirit.  The Spirit is in the world to glorify Our Savior.  Seek His ministry in your life in all three of these areas and do not stop seeking it.  
It is true that we cannot sow in own strength,

but it is equally true that God WILL NOT SOW FOR YOU!
2 Corinthians 9:10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.
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