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Introduction:

Just as God has purposed to place physical children into families when they are born,  He also places His Spiritual Children into His spiritual family, The Church, when they are born again.   This happens on a spiritual and invisible level the moment we become united to Christ by grace through trusting faith.  So physical birth puts us into a physical family while spiritual birth puts us into s spiritual family that God calls His church. 

But, God makes a very important point about our spiritual relationship to one another in Christ.   Because of our common spiritual life through Christ,  we also have a common physical life here on this earth.  In other words;  That which unites us spiritually,  God also intends to unite us physically.  Notice how Scripture emphasizes the earthly and physical right after telling us of our heavenly and spiritual blessings.
Ephesians 2:19-22 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.  

God is building his church physically on the earth just as surely as He is building it spiritually for eternity.  “Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  emphasizes the physical while “Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone” emphasizes the spiritual aspect.  The earthly church is the one built on the work of men,  but it’s foundation is Christ Jesus alone.  We do not belong only to the heavenly, but also to the earthly.  

1 Peter 2:9-10 …. you are a chosen people [plural], a royal priesthood [plural], a holy nation [plural], a people [plural] belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

The local church and not just individual believers is the primary light of the gospel in this world.  Our love for one another reveals to whom we belong.  How we live together in the local church and how we love, serve and care for one another in our church will be the subject of our Scriptures for the next several weeks.  The Extraordinary Concern for one another that the Gospel produces in God’s children, is the subject of our text today.  
John 13:34-35  34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Here are some of the practical expressions of that concern from Gal. 6:1-5.  We are to:   

· Restore one another in Christ [1]

· Bear with one another in Christ [2]

· Humble ourselves before one another in Christ [3]
· Examine our own works, not one another’s in Christ [4-5]
Restore one another in Christ [1]

Galatians 6:1  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.

Brethren:  This is a family relationship.  It is like using the word men to describe mankind.  We are not brothers because we all like the same music or preaching.  It is not because we all think, act, laugh, worry or even show love and mercy the same way.  We are family because we have all been given life from the same exact Father.  The life we have is God’s life and the Spirit binds our hearts together. 
Satan works tirelessly to alienate men from God and from one another.  He plants thoughts about our motives, intentions, shortcomings and whatever else in an attempt to splinter the family relationship in Christ’s church.  
Caught in any trespass:  The word caught means “surprised” or “overtaken”  This  describes what can happen to you and me at any time.  “Trespass” is a  “lapse” or a “deviation from the truth.”  It describes snares of the fallen heart that come upon us like something jumping out of the brush.  
Have you ever said to yourself…”where did that come from”  in response to something you said or did?  Perhaps it was a lie or a harshness that we regretted the second it escaped our mouths.  These are sins, to be sure, but they are not normal to us.  They surprise us and overtake us.  AND….they do it to our brothers and sisters in Christ.
You who are spiritual:  “Spiritual” is mistakenly used to describe people who do not seem to struggle with sin.  It actually refers to the phrase “led of the Spirit”  and is not talking about moral perfection or some level of outward righteousness.  It means “belonging to the Spirit” or “characterized by the Spirit” and takes us back to 5:22-23.   Those who are led of the Spirit are the only ones qualified to lead others back onto the path of dependence upon the Spirit of God. 
So…what do people who are spiritual actually look like?  They live in complete dependence upon the Spirit recognizing their own fallen hearts before God.  They see the impossibility of ever living for Christ or being like Christ apart from daily help from the Holy Spirit.  We may hide our sin from one another, but that does not make us “spiritual.”  It is the transformation of the heart that does that.  
Restore such a one:  Restore means to “mend” or “repair”  Now,  in order to restore something you need to know what it was supposed to look like in the first place.  God has spent five full chapters in Galatians telling us what “spiritual righteousness” looks like.  It’s defining characteristic is not outward and religious, but inward and or the Spirit.  It  is a restoration of the heart in humble dependence upon God.  
Galatians 5:5  5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.

In a spirit of gentleness:  HOW are we going to restore the heart?  With a salvo of shame and guilt?  The Galatians were facing men who offered behavior and ritual as the solution to every weakness of the heart.  Such men are not gentle.  Gentleness here means “meekness” “humility” and even “courtesy.”  The verse immediately prior to this one….remember no chapter breaks in the original… warns us of this very thing: 

Galatians 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.
Looking to yourself:  This means “watch out that you are not tempted” to lose your dependence upon the Spirit while you seek to restore.  What we are to watch…is our heart!!!  There is the temptation to become boastful and challenging.  We might turn back to our own pride and sense of accomplishment.  “We have not committed this sin….at least not for a long time. This brother or sister needs a good rebuke.  And perhaps they do, but it shall not be from our pride and self-righteousness.   It will come from The Spirit, through the Word to restore and empower a heart to follow Christ.  Jesus cautioned the same thing: 
Matthew 7:2 "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.
Christ does not mean that we never make a judgment.  If you are led by the Spirit you will be led into righteousness and discernment.  The Holy Spirit gives the mind of Christ.. 
1 Corinthians 2:15-16  15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 

So that you too will not be tempted:   We are not above doing these things.  If you cannot speak to someone about their trespass with the certain conviction that you could be taken in the same fault tomorrow,  then you are forbidden to speak at all. 

Resolution:  Jonathan Edwards in his eighth resolution said,  “Resolved, to act, in all respects, both speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so vile as I, and as if I had committed the same sins, or had the same infirmities or failings as others; and that I will let the knowledge of their failings promote nothing but shame in myself, and prove only an occasion of my confessing my own sins and misery to God.”  

The first command is to restore a brother to dependence on Christ and the Holy Spirit and not to some outward standard of righteousness.  This produces a visible righteousness of the heart by the work of the Spirit.   WE ARE ALSO TO:
Bear with one another in Christ [2]

Galatians 6:2  2 Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.
There are five verses in this passage and only one of them speaks of a brother taken in a fault.  In the other four,  God occupies Himself with warning those who have not been taken in that fault.  Why do the “spiritual” need 80% of the warning and admonition?  Because…apart from the Holy Spirit we will always do this wrong. 
Bear one another's burdens:  Bear” means to “to put something on yourself.”  But this is precisely the thing we are NOT eager to do.  If we were willing to do this, God would not have to issue a command.  We are already overwhelmed by our own burdens.   AND YET….this is not a suggestion nor is it a hope.  It is a clear cut and forceful command.
So what is a burden?  We might think normally of poor health, or financial setback..  When we think of those taken in a trespass we are inclined to say, “They made their own bed…so let them sleep in it.”   We might have some extra emotional energy for people who didn’t cause their own problems.  But, God has put…taken in a trespass…in the same category as these other burdens.  Brothers taken in a fault are also worthy of Christ’s and our concern. 
Thereby fulfill the law of Christ:  The “thereby” makes one thing pretty clear;  We are not going to be fulfilling the law of Christ if we do not bear one another’s burdens.  Paul speaks of the “law of Christ” in one other passage as well.  
1 Corinthians 9:20-21  20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law;  21 to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law.
The Law of Christ then is Christlike sacrificial love for others.  Not just those who deserve it.  No one deserves the love of God.  
Christ did not love you because you deserved to be loved.
He loved you because you desperately needed to be loved.
Romans 5:8  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

WHEN we pick up an end of this burden for one another we need to be clear about several things: 
· Don’t speak to a brother or sister about their sin until you are sure exactly why you are not sinning right this minute.  Don’t speak until you can confess your own total dependence upon God to keep you and give you a Christlike life. 
· NEVER, EVER speak to a brother or sister about their sin unless you are sure it is a sin and not something that just bugs you personally.  Chapter and verse.
· You need to know exactly how God says we are to overcome sin in our lives.  It is a gracious empowering of the Holy Spirit to those who in humility confess their own human fallen-ness and look to God alone through the Holy Spirit for a Christ-like life.
We are to restore a brother or sister if they are overcome by some sin or failure. But we can only do this if WE are spiritual.  You are spiritual, when and only when, you are depending upon the Holy Spirit to produce a Christ-like life in you.  If you are ignorant of this, reject it or consider it a non-essential then you are NOT SPIRITUAL no matter how outwardly righteous you appear to be.  Your purpose will be condemnation and not restoration.  
We are to restore by picking up one another’s burdens of sin and failure.  “Bear” does not mean point out, condemn or expose.  In fact, Christ tells us to do it privately so that we might win our brother or sister back to our heart.  Remember, God spends 80% of the time in this passage, warning the ones who have not committed the sin.  Our independence of God will lead us into the same state as the brother we are trying to restore.  Righteousness apart from the Holy Spirit is of the flesh,  just as surely as lying, immorality and hatred.  SO…we need to always  
Humble ourselves before one another in Christ [3]

Galatians 6:3   3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
Thinks he is something:  Our greatest temptation in the Christian life is independence from God.   “Thinks” means “to have the opinion” and “something” means  “someone of importance or standing.”   In other words,  he has a high opinion of himself and in this context it means a high opinion of his own spirituality and righteousness.  This is because of what he does or does not do.  He is strong in His own righteousness. 
When he is nothing:  Most believers do not apply this properly.  We discount our value to God and magnify our standing before God.  This is exactly the opposite of what we should be doing.  Christ magnifies our value and discounts totally our standing.  
Ill:  Suppose a man and woman have a child.  This baby comes into the world through great pain and usually at considerable monetary expense.  The baby, keeps them awake all night, generates huge piles of laundry, creates tension by crying at all hours of the night and day, consumes time, energy and resources.  AND YET…this child is valued,  This same child however, never, ever contributes financially or by physical work to the overall needs of the family. His or her value as a contributor is zero but their value as a loved child is infinite.  
“Nothing”  means that we have no righteousness or moral excellence at all.  

Romans 7:18. “There dwells in me, that is in my flesh, no good thing," 
John 15:5. "Apart from me you can do nothing," Jesus said in Again in Paul says, 
He deceives himself:  This speaks of someone who is out of touch with the reality of things.  He imagines as true that which is absolutely false.  Tragically, much of the church is in this category.  They practice a kind of  “worm theology”  imagining themselves to be of no value to God unless they are performing properly and contributing to the family.  Then they turn around and bring their own good works, their own self of achievement and their own righteousness into the throne room of the Holy God as if it were of any value to Him.  
Isaiah 64:6, 8  “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away……  8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.

“Pride, or self-exaltation, or self-reliance is the one virus that causes all the moral diseases of the world. This has been the case ever since Adam and Eve ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil because they wanted to be God instead of trust God. And it will be true until the final outburst of human pride is crushed at the battle of Armageddon. There is only one basic moral issue: how to overcome the relentless urge of the human heart to assert itself against the authority and grace of God. Why else would Paul write to spiritual people to bear the burdens of others and then spend most of the paragraph warning the spiritual people against the danger of their own pride?”  John Piper

We know we are to restore one another to full dependence on God.  We are to do so by willingly getting under the load of our brothers failure.  It will not pollute us.  It is our hearts that pollute us and those we are to watch…Carefully nurturing their dependence upon God and not ourselves.  In other words not imagining ourselves to be something when we are nothing.   This brings us to our fourth and final admonition from our Lord.  
Examine our own works, not one another’s in Christ [4-5]

Galatians 6:4-5  4 But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.  5 For each one will bear his own load.
Let me give you my paraphrase of this first before we exegete the text.  
“You must put your own works to the test by examining them in the light of what the Scripture says.  You are not to compare yourself with your fallen brother so that you can boast about how you yourself have not fallen.  Each of us must account for ourselves alone.”
Each one must examine his own work:  “He deceives Himself, but you must examine your own work.”  When I want to examine something I bring it into the light.  Even a young person knows that you cannot really see how anything looks in the dark.  You may try to dress in the total darkness, but you will look pretty funny in the light.   But,  this word has a further implication in the Greek.  It means, “put it to the test” for the purpose of seeing if it will perform as promised. 
Then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone:  God has placed His Spirit in His children.  He is the sole source of practical everyday righteousness….the kind we desire.  Our righteousness does not come because we have not sinned.  It comes from the righteous fruit of the Spirit poured out in our hearts. 
Not in regard to another:  We are very tempted to feel good about ourselves precisely because we have seen others sin.  We have not committed that sin….we have not fallen like that other brother.  We imagine that God is playing this game along with us.  We think He is grading on the curve and we will get a good grade because everyone else did so poorly.  
Can you see what this attitude does to the body of Christ?  It provides no incentive whatsoever to come along side one another and bear their burdens.  In fact,  lots of Christians take a morbid pleasure in the demise of others.  When a big shot preacher or figure in the Church sins, there are always people standing in line to rejoice.  We look pretty good, down here , when the man in the spotlight does something like that!!!
Each one will bear his own load:  This is the final caution.  Our godliness cannot come from someone else’s failure.  No…our truthfulness does not past muster because we lie less than someone else we know.  Our purity of thought and action will not be acceptable to God because there are so many who fail pitifully at it.  Each one will bear his own cargo on this.  And we cannot and we know it so what shall we do.   
CONCLUSION

What are you to examine my friend?  The source and therefore the quality of your works.  Are they Holy Spirit produced or are they of the flesh?  Are they of grace and dependency on the Spirit or of law and self-righteousness?  Are they sourced in humility or pride?  We are examining our works in the light of all these things that have been said.  Let me try to give you a couple of guidelines to help in this examination: 

· How often do you express to God your total need of His grace for daily living?  If this is seldom or never then you are not walking by the Spirit. 

· Do you use your own sins and failures as a reminder to ask God to transform your heart?  Or do you say something like…”I need to do better at this or I need to try harder to overcome this sin.”  This is not walking by the Spirit. 

· Are the sins of others occasions to be condemning of the,  or do they remind you of your own horrific sins against God and others?   Unloving, judgment on a fallen sinner is a sign that we have our own righteousness rather than the righteous fruit of the Spirit.  It is a sign that we are not walking in the Spirit.  
God is asking you to give to one another,  the compassion and concern that He has given to you.  Have you received everything by grace from Christ or are you a pretty good person, who would never do what others do?  We need to agree with God when He said, 
1 Corinthians 4:7 For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?
Will you purpose to see the sin of others as the God given vision that it is?  Will you purpose to renew your daily dependence upon the Spirit to produce Christ’s beautiful, holy and loving life in your heart. Will you take your place among the Spiritual...those who say… 
1 Corinthians 1:27-31  27 … God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are,  29 so that no man may boast before God.  30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."
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