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Introduction:

We have come to a great turning point in Galatians.  For the rest of the time,  God will speak to us about our personal responsibility and accountability before Him. This includes, but is not limited to, our lifestyle, thoughts, words, and morality.  God has spoken often of the need for complete dependence upon the work of the Spirit to transform us….but this does not mean that it goes on while we sleep.   You have responsibilities in the Christian Life too.  God has given us commands to obey, but has also given us the power to obey them.  Our Holy Spirit led obedience to our Lord, is the means He uses to transform us into the image of our Savior.  
Certain men had come to Galatia saying that believers must conform outwardly to a religious standard set in the law.  This included religious rituals such as circumcision, Sabbath keeping and dietary rules.  But, God says that these only give a look of spirituality and produce no heart change.  In fact,  God only gave them originally, to reveal the problem with the heart of man. 

Romans 3:19-20  19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

Trying to use the law of Moses, The law of Joseph Smith or the Law anyone to justify yourself is a futile pursuit, because the Law can never change your fallen heart.  It can only put a new suit of clothes on an fallen sinner. 
Jesus was pure of heart, but religion only makes you look pure of heart.  We need heart help.  Men have tried to apply outward fixes to an inward problem. We do not need to do more of what has not worked up until now.  We need spiritual transformation and not outward conformity.  

That is the point we are at in Galatians.  Grace is not license to sin.  It is not a disdain for holiness and righteousness in any form.  The truth is that Grace is your only hope of Christlikeness.  The Scripture commands righteousness, but insists that it cannot come about by your own efforts alone. 
It is true that we cannot do this on our own,

but it is equally true that God WILL NOT DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
Let me read our text to you now.  It is found in Galatians 5:18-26   

Galatians 5:18-26  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.  19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.  24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

With these words, God moves the argument from the Philosophical to the Practical. From thinking to doing.  Here are the arguments of this Scripture: 
· All men are either led by The Spirit or they are under the law.  [18]
· The law cannot subdue the fallen heart…it can only reveal it.  [19-21]
· The Spirit can and does subdue and transform the fallen heart [22-23]
· The transformations of the heart produce neither pride nor envy, but the Character of Christ.  [24-25]

All men are either led by The Spirit or they are Under the Law.  [18]

Galatians 5:18  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law
The law has bound all men over to sin.  God in His grace has made a provision to demonstrate that all men are in need of Him.  
Galatians 3:22-23  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.

Under the Law:  To be under the law is to be bound.  The law only condemns men and never justifies them.  It shows us our need of redemption it never provides it. 

Human beings always imagine that they do not need God.  Men without God live in a perpetual state of denial or fear.  Take the Global Warming Hoax for instance.  This is cast as a political or even a “science” issue, but it is a spiritual heart issue.  Make no mistake about it.  When I was younger the cover of Newsweek warned of an impending ice age.  This is only 35 years ago and now the hysteria is Global Warming.  What is the problem with men and science?  Why is evidence ignored?  Because man is convinced that his destiny is in his own hands.  There is no God to care for His own creation.  There is no God to care for men.  We are alone and must act to save ourselves.  
Now…God continually acts because of Grace, to show men that they are not masters of their own fate.  Men cannot control hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, or volcanoes.  They cannot stop aids, the flu or the common cold. They cannot make it rain or stop the raining.  They cannot produce a single molecule of oxygen or hydrogen and they cannot control the temperature of the earth.  These and countless other  realities are designed to show men their need of God.  But, the greatest need of men cuts across all geographical, racial and national barriers.  It is the need of the heart.  How can we ever stop the hatred and begin to love, forgive, and show mercy to one another?   The righteous law of God reveals the hopelessness of the heart apart from Christ Jesus.    

Led by the Spirit:  But those led by the Spirit are not under the law.  
The Law is revealing the condition of the heart, but the

Spirit is changing the condition of the heart.

The Holy Spirit is the active agent in this phrase.  We are the passive.  We are led by Him.  We do not walk toward Him.  We do not manipulate Him or do anything else in our own strength.  We are led!   What else do we know about the Spirit’s work in our lives.  
· He was sent by Jesus Himself to help us.  It is a perpetual help because the Spirit has come to live in us.  His presence is palpable to those who embrace their total dependence on God and renounce their own human efforts.  
John 14:16-18   16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

· The Spirit’s work includes the Glorifying of Jesus Christ in the world.  To Glorify means to put on display.  John Piper has said that God delights in going public with Himself.  This is the principle work of the Spirit in the lives of believers.
All men and women then,  are either under the law or they are led by the Spirit.  There is no third option.  We cannot free ourselves from the law and then live a good moral, religious, upright life apart from God.  Unless we are led by the Spirit we are still under the condemnation and the imprisonment of the law.  This is because righteousness does matter to God, but it can only be achieved by the Spirit’s effective work in us.  
The Law cannot heal the fallen heart…it can only reveal it.  [19-21]

Galatians 5:19-21  19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Before we talk about the obvious and visible let’s review once again the not so obvious or the invisible deeds of the flesh.  

The heart of men cannot produce any of the character qualities of God.  The purposes of the heart are hidden much of the time.  The law is also of the flesh and its regulations have no power to redeem and save…only power to reveal and condemn. That aspect of the flesh is not so obvious to men.  God has had to make it obvious in His Word. 
Galatians 3:3   3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?   [flesh refers to law in this context]
Jesus Himself warned of the powerlessness of any outward standard to change the heart.  Men do not corrupt themselves with outward acts….they act that way because they are corrupt.  Listen to Jesus explain this in the Gospel of Mark:  
Mark 7:18-23  Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him,  19 because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?" (Thus He declared all foods clean.)  20 And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.  21 "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries,  22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  23 "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

Jesus spoke this way to make the point that the law cannot fix the condition of our fallen heart.  Religion apart from grace is actually of “The Flesh..”  Grace is about what God does for man.  The Flesh is about what men do for themselves.   Religion can never tame the heart no matter how outwardly pious it appears to be.  

Law-keepers in Jesus day,  produced every manner of wickedness and ultimately killed their own Savior when He appeared to them….Such is the heart of men apart from the regenerating and redeeming work of the Holy Spirit and it has not changed today.  

We would say, with the Scripture, that rule-keeping is a work of the flesh that is not evident…meaning that it is not visible or easily discernable as a “Works of the Flesh.”

Colossians 2:23  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
Now the deeds of the flesh are evident:  “The Deeds” means the works. “The flesh” means our fallen humanity apart from God. And “evident” means visible or obvious.  The sentence in Greek actually goes like this:  “Now, the evident or visible works of the flesh are…”  We have spent a lot of time on the works of the flesh that are not obvious…here are the ones that are. They are obvious because the LAW condemns them. 
Immorality, impurity, sensuality,  20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,  21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these:  We want to put a definition to each of these words so that we know what the Scripture is calling “THE OBVIOUS WORKS OF THE FLESH” 
Idolatry:  The worship of images

Sorcery:  The use of drugs to alter the mind  We get the word “pharmacy” from this word.

Sensuality:  Going almost entirely on what makes you feel good 

Enmities: hostility toward God
Strife:  hostility toward others
Jealousy: Irrational emotional attachment and fervor to anything
Outbursts: Boiling anger that explodes and then subsides
Disputes:  Selfish ambitions…trying to get ahead at someone else’s expense
Dissensions:  Dividing over differences
Factions:  Dividing over nothing
Envying:  Anger and hatred because someone else is happy or blessed
Drunkenness:  Under the influence of substances
Carousing: Staying up all night to eat and drink
I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God:    Let me tell you what this does not say…because we tend to jump to conclusions if we are listening at all.  This is another and pointed warning against using works of the flesh [religion and good works] to restrain the works of the flesh. If we do this we will not see the Kingdom of God.  SO…lets look at what is actually said here: 
Paul says…”I have already warned you.”  This is not the first time he has told them that they cannot live like this and be Christians.  More precisely…..”Christians do not live this way.”  It is evidence that they are not Christian only religious.   Our Bible has it right when it says “those who practice such things”  This does not say, “anyone who struggles to overcome such things.”   It does not say, “anyone who has ever done and repented of any of these things.”  It does not even say,  “anyone who might possibly in weakness and sin do any of these things.”  Is says.  “those who continually, as a matter of life style, without remorse, repentance or regard….practice such things.”  This is the clear meaning of this text.  
Now let us explain: These are the obvious things about the flesh…trying to deal with them apart from the Holy Spirit is futile.  Why?  Because they come from our fallen human heart and that cannot, ever be changed by us.  Nothing you eat can corrupt the heart and nothing you abstain from can purify it.  No rules you embrace can transform the heart and no rule you ignore can damage it further.  
Verses nineteen and twenty are a re-visitation of the argument that,  “The Law has bound all men under sin..”  This is the New Testament equivalent of the Law of Moses.  This list condemns, because like the law, it shines the light of the righteousness of God upon our HEARTS.  I feel its sting when it is read…don’t you?  Who can ever help me?   Paul knew the answer to that question.  Listen to what he told the Romans: 
Romans 7:24 - 8:2   Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.   
This is what we know so far:  All men are either led by the Holy Spirit or they are under the law.  We also know that the law cannot save us because it too, is of the flesh.  Only Christ can heal our hearts and He has sent The Holy Spirit to do exactly that for His redeemed children.  
The Spirit can and does subdue and transform the Fallen Heart [22-23]

Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
The fruit of the Spirit:  Fruit is an awesome thing.  My mother used to say…”Money doesn’t grow on trees you know!!”  But, listen…fruit does!  It seems to come from nowhere.  It is an altogether beautiful word and concept.  You go out into the yard or field and there is this wonderful, beautiful, sweet, satisfying fruit.  And… the tree did most of the work.  In fact,  in the Garden,  before the fall, the tree did all the work.  Adam needed only reach up and take it.  God had produced it for him.  
Now this is what the Spirit produces in the lives of God’s Children.  No matter how you desire any of these wonderful character qualities, there is nothing you can do to produce them apart from God.   Furthermore, The Holy Spirit of God does not just hold these things out to you for the taking.  He produces them in your heart.  These are qualities of the heart and not things to do or attain to. I think Jesus made this about as clear as possible in John Chapter Fifteen: 

John 15:4-5  4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  5 "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  
Let’s look quickly at this fruit so that we know what we are talking about: 

Love:  Do you realize that love is not a response to being loved?  It is generated by your heart and not just reflected back at someone we really, really like. 
Joy: This is a happiness and sense of well being that transcends all circumstances 

Peace: Assurance that we are safe in the hand of God and not in conflict with Him
Patience: The ability to deal, day in and day out, with adversity. 
Kindness: A type of goodness that does not harm or wound others
Goodness: Internal goodness.  No one is good by God so this has to be from Him. 
Faithfulness: Trusting in God and believing what He says about and to you  
Gentleness: humility;  preferring others over yourself
Self-control: mastery over your own soul and thoughts
Against such things there is no law:  What the Spirit produces is a pure heart. It is actually…the image of Christ and it Glorifies Jesus by putting Him on display in your office, home, marriage, family, and church.  You should want these qualities enough to beg God to produce them in your life.  It is not true that they are only available in heaven.  Too many Christians have bought this Satanic snake oil.  They believe this because they have tried to love and be patient, gentle, good  and faithful.  They have done it in countless ways.  The last 200 years are strewn with the methods, systems, plans, programs and books that would “once and for all” produce a Christian life in us.  No wonder we are exhausted in the effort. Come to the fount if you want to drink.   

Romans 8:1-4  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

The Transformations of the heart produce neither pride nor envy but the Character of Christ.  [24-26]

Galatians 5:24-26   24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.
Those who belong to Christ Jesus:  Do you belong to Christ Jesus or does He belong to you?  This is a serious question now.  It goes to the heart of the Christian life.  Who belongs to whom?  If I belong to Him then I am His servant…even His slave.  This is exactly the place that every believer is called to go.  Christ did not offer cheap grace.  When He buys you with His own blood you belong to Him.  He is your Lord and Master.  
Matthew 16:24-26  24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.  25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

Is your Eternity of so little value that you would lose it for what you have down here?   
Have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires:  This is a hard saying because   we are still fallen human beings.  But….we are redeemed, loved, washed of our sin, clothed in Christ and given the Holy Spirit for our constant companion, help and transformation.  This is what God has provided for you.
We live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit:  It is fair to ask how we have crucified the flesh if we are still struggling with its works.  We have put to death our dependence upon it for all matters of our New Life in Christ Jesus.  This is not just about that horrific list of sins in verses 19 and 20.  It is about our tendency to go back to our selves for what we need and not to Christ. Our own goodness and morality are our constant companions. These we kill and have no confidence in ourselves but in Christ.  

Philippians 3:3 For we are the real circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh-
Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another:  This is the exact opposite of what dependency upon Christ produces.  If we are dependent on ourselves than we will compare ourselves with one another.  I am loving…why can’t that person be.  I have overcome certain habits…why has that person not?  That is the boastful part or the challenging part.  
The envying part goes something like this,  “I wish I had more faith.”  “I wish I had more Bible Knowledge.”  “I wish I was able to love my spouse or forgive my parents or have joy in my sickness or trial.” 
CONCLUSION

Now I want to respond to these last thoughts with a series of questions this morning.  How will you ever have more faith if you do not seek God in the Scriptures, make time in your life to hear Him preached or taught?   How will you be encouraged if you remain apart from the Body of Christ?  God has sent encouragers into His church to strengthen you.  All this growth is a work of God,  but it is to be pursued by you.  When I was 15 I knew absolutely nothing about Christ and the Bible, but God put it in me to pursue Him.  If you are hungry or thirsty, then Go Strong after Christ.  Staying alone is not the solution to your problem.  
Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
The Spirit gives glory to Christ by transforming us into His image.  The Holy Spirit does what the law can never do.  Are you hungering and thirsting after transformation in your heart?  If so,  then let us do what OUR LORD has commanded us to do.    

John 7:37-39   37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

But….The Spirit has now been given and Jesus has now been glorified.  Will you pursue Him with your entire soul, your complete spirit, your new, purified heart and your transformed mind?  Come to the water of the Holy Spirit.  When you drink here your heart becomes a fountain of living water spilling into your life and the world.  Such Spirit Transformation is to the Glory and Praise of Christ our Lord. 
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