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Introduction:

Why does the world have so much distaste for Jesus Christ?  What is it that offends men so thoroughly about the Lord Jesus Christ?  

· Was He judgmental and unforgiving?  

John 8:10-12  Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?"  11 She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "I do not condemn you, either. Go. From now on sin no more."  12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

· Was He unmoved by the physical suffering of men?

Mark 1:40-41  40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying, "If You are willing, You can make me clean."  41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed."

· Did He not care about the daily physical needs of people?

Mark 6:34-42  34 When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things.  35 When it was already quite late, His disciples came to Him and said, "This place is desolate and it is already quite late;  36 send them away so that they may go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat."  37 But He answered them, "You give them something to eat!" ……. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples to set before them; and He divided up the two fish among them all.  42 They all ate and were satisfied,

Jesus was the perfect man.  Full of virtue, abounding in love and compassion, able to forgive and love in the face of great opposition.  Always caring about everyone He came near.  There was also the immoral woman at the well, Zaccheus the thief of Jericho,  The entire unbelieving city of Jerusalem, over whom He wept….and countless others…too numerous to mention here. What is it that offends men about Jesus Christ?   Perhaps this account from the Gospel of Matthew will help us understand it.  Turn there with me: 
Matthew 11:2-6  2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples  3 and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?"  4 Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to John what you hear and see:  5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.  6 "And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me."

What is going on here?  John the Baptist has been silenced.  Herod has thrown him in his dungeon and he can no longer preach and proclaim The Christ.  John, while in prison, begins to wonder if Jesus is actually the Christ or if they all should continue to look for Him.  He sends some of his own disciples to ask Jesus point blank.  

Jesus responds with an apparently coded message:  “the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM.”  But, this response is actually just another convincing proof of His Messiah-ship.  He is quoting from Isaiah 35.  This is a well known passage about the Messiah and His Kingdom.  It is Jesus’ way of asserting that He is the fulfillment of the OT prophecies about Christ. 
Isaiah 35:1-10  The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like the crocus  2 It will blossom profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, The majesty of our God.  3 Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble.  4 Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you."  5 Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah.  7 The scorched land will become a pool And the thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes.  8 A highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And fools will not wander on it.  9 No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there,  10 And the ransomed of the LORD will return And come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.
Now Jesus comes quoting and doing much of what Isaiah predicts.  The Messiah, God Himself will put an end to sin and bring in a Kingdom of rejoicing, redemption, healing and peace.  To this Jesus adds: “Blessed is the one who does not take offense at me!”  
But, men were offended at Him and it was personal.  It was about who He was and also about who they were.  There is nothing in Isaiah or in Jesus’ quoting of it to allow for self-righteousness of any kind.  The Kingdom of God is the doing of God.  

Even more galling is the fact that Christ Jesus had compassion on the very people that the self-righteous loath. Blindness, deafness, lameness and muteness were all considered signs of sin and rejection by God.  Why would God pass over the religious, for sinners?  Why would He ignore the “Good Works” of men and take poor helpless, wretched, lost, penniless, cripples into the Kingdom?  This is offensive to the self-righteous and they are still stumbling over the preaching of the Cross today.  
But this offense is not for unbelievers only.  Oh no!!  The Galatians were believers who where beguiled and deceived into believing that once Christ had saved them, they were now going to perfect themselves using their own human [fleshly] devices. This is a common belief in the believing Church.  We have left the Grace of the Cross for a more righteous life.  But,  we may not perfect ourselves any more than we may save ourselves.  It is a work of God through Christ.  Christ still gives offense to those who are seeking to be perfected by law, rules, ritual and religion…apart from dependence on The Holy Spirit. 
Galatians 5:11-17   11 But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished.  12 I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.  13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.  16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.

Men are bound to their own self-righteousness.  They cannot acknowledge their fallen condition and the hopelessness it brings, because that leaves them with only one way back to God.  It is Christ Jesus plus nothing.   So….in our text this morning we will see that: 
· The World is offended by the Preaching of the Christ Alone [11-12]

· The World is offended by The Freedom of Christ Alone [13-15]

· The World is offended by the Glory of  Christ Alone [16-17]

The World is offended by the Preaching of the Christ Alone   [11-12]

Galatians 5:11   11 But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished.
If I still preach circumcision:  Those determined to bring Christians back under the law were even saying that Paul was now preaching that men must return to a standard of self-righteousness and law in order to be accepted by God.  Remember, “circumcision” is shorthand in Galatians for “law keeping”  It includes, dietary regulations, Sabbath keeping and religious rituals and rites.  Paul had totally repudiated all these because they rob Jesus Christ of His Glory.  When men participate in their own salvation and sanctification then Christ’s part in it is by necessity diminished and Jesus Christ is therefore diminished.  
Why am I still persecuted?:  If the Christ Alone is the offence, and it is, then the fact of our rejection and persecution is evidence that we have not turned back in any way to the elementary principles of this world.  We consider no one righteous but Christ alone and we preach Him as the sole hope of men.  
The stumbling block of the cross has been abolished:  The word translated “stumbling block” is the same one that Jesus used when He said, "….blessed is he who does not take offense at Me."  It is the word we get “scandal” from.   It is literally something placed in the way that causes someone to trip or fall.  But, its figurative meaning is more common.  
When “applied to Jesus Christ, whose person and career were so contrary to the expectations of the Jews concerning the Messiah, that they rejected him and by their obstinacy made shipwreck of salvation”  Thayer
Men were so determined for Messiah to fit their notions that even though Jesus met every requirement of the Scripture and fulfilled every prophecy in the most meticulous detail….He was scandalous and rejected by men.  God has always been and will continue to be Zealous for His Own Glory.  God acts apart from our righteousness to save us.  To many…this is totally offensive.  

A well known Evangelical Theologian has called the entire notion that God would send His own innocent Son to the Cross for the sins of His redeemed….a case of cosmic child abuse.”   The Living God is accused of being a child abuser by His own creature. The Glory of Free and Gracious Salvation  in Christ is foretold by Isaiah. God’s choosing of those who others reject is part of His Glory.  Have you experienced rejection from parents, siblings, family and others?  Have you been unloved and told that you are a failure or worse.  We are the blind because we cannot see Christ.  We are the deaf because we cannot hear His Words until He makes us to both see and hear.  
Isaiah 43:6-12…. Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth--  7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."  8 Lead out those who have eyes but are blind, who have ears but are deaf.  9 All the nations gather together and the peoples assemble. Which of them foretold this and proclaimed to us the former things? Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, so that others may hear and say, "It is true."  10 "You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me.  11 I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no savior.  12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed-- I, and not some foreign god among you. You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "that I am God.

We therefore glory in Christ and His salvation for the helpless.  My witness is this….Jesus sought me in my sin and redeemed me in my hopelessness. 

The World is offended by Freedom in Christ Alone [13-15]

Galatians 5:13-15  13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

You were called to freedom:  This freedom liberates the heart of men.  It does not merely command you to be like Christ, it actually empowers you to be like Christ.  Not a freedom to do whatever you want, but a power to do whatever you should.  It is spiritual freedom and it is therefore possessed and opposed on a spiritual level.  The world takes real offense to freedom.  Although it is talked about obsessively, it is opposed almost everywhere.  The freedom of the heart and soul offends the world. 
Galatians 5:1  It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Having the freedom to do something is not the same as having the power to do it.  We are free to love God and others with all our heart, but are unable to do so.  It was for this deep abiding freedom of the soul and spirit that Jesus Christ has set you free. If it seems beyond the reach of men…then you have understood the point precisely.  God has redeemed us so that we might be Christ-like….but we cannot be Christ-like without total dependence on the Holy Spirit for the condition of our heart. 
Do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh:  The word “opportunity” speaks of starting point or a base of operations.   The word “flesh” in Galatians is predominantly warning us not to go back to our belief that we are good or good enough.  Self-improvement through works is a return to the fleshly principles of this world. It is going back to the starting point of all men.  Human goodness.  Ask any unbeliever if men are basically good and he or she will say….???  “Yes, I believe in the basic goodness of men.”  
The True Gospel proclaims that through Grace, God loves and redeemed undeserving sinners.  This is what Christ did for you my friend. Never, ever loose sight of this.  We have been set free through no merit of our own, to see the Glory of God in the face of Christ.  

Romans 5:5-6  God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.   
But through love serve one another:  Apart from this True Gospel, we have no sense of the Grace of Christ.  Men have not experienced it and they cannot testify to it, nor can they give it to other men.  God is speaking of loving one another with the same love with which He has love us and of showing Grace in the same way that we have been shown grace.  Anything less is going back to life lived in our own strength.  Back to the elementary principles of this world. 
"YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.":  This is the fulfilling of the law toward men.  The first commandment is the fulfilling of the law toward God.  Both center on Love from the heart.  All men believe they are loving.  It is a universal principle of self-righteousness.  We do love…or at least we love enough.  But,  as usual God raises the bar to a place where no man can succeed.  

We must have love from the heart because only this meets the qualification, “as yourself.” We love our welfare, our satisfaction, our security, our peace of mind.  We love ourselves with a deep and abiding love.  

AND…this is true even if you loath yourself.  Yes…that is also true.  When we say,  I hate myself…we say, “I want to be the way I want to be.  I want to be better in everyway. I want to be something or achieve something”  If we really loathed ourselves we would be happy that we were so miserable and depressed.  ALL MEN LOVE THEMSELVES.  
We started out by asking what about Christ is so offensive to men.  We have seen that men are offended by The Preaching of Christ Alone, because it asserts that men cannot participate in their own righteousness.  It is a righteousness apart from all works of men and comes through Jesus Christ Alone.  They are also offended by The Freedom in Christ Alone because in it, God sets men free from ”rule keeping” and outward displays of religiosity.  How we dress, what we drive, what we eat and drink, what we do or do not do.  Christ set us free to be free.  But this is a freedom is to see and love Jesus Christ.  Do not prefer a stringent set of guidelines for producing and maintaining holiness over love for and worship of your Savior.   Finally, the world is offended by the Glory of Christ.  When all things point to Him and when all praise and credit goes to Him….not in word only,  but in every way…this is offensive to the human pride of men.     
The World is offended by the Glory of Christ Alone [16-18]

Galatians 5:16-18  6 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh:  The idea of “walk” is metaphorical in this sense.  We use it in exactly the same way in English.  We speak of someone Walking the walk means ordering their lives by a certain standard.  Now…everyone does this.  Most do it sub-consciously, but we all have some set of rules that we are using to make our decisions.  The world pressures us in a certain human and pride driven directions.  We tend to make decisions and think about ourselves the way the rest of the world does.  The prevailing view goes something like this: “Men are good.”  “We all agree that there are some things men and women should not do, but left to themselves, men will do good because they are good.”  This is the walk of the flesh. 

To walk by the Spirit then means to order your life according to the Holy Spirit.  You do not have to be perfect to do this. You have to be humble.  Here are the two things you must know to Walk by the Spirit. 
· You must walk according to the Truth of Scripture.  This means that you should seek to know what God thinks and says about your life and the circumstances of it.  God has spoken about our thoughts, marriages, children, jobs, money, health and anxieties…just to name a few.  The Holy Spirit was the member of the Trinity responsible for the writing of the Bible.  
1 Corinthians 2:11-14   11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.

· You must walk in dependence upon the Holy Spirit to obey the Scripture.  The Bible tells you how to become Christlike.  The Holy Spirit transforms you to become Christlike.  The Spirit operating apart from our own human power produces the Character of Christ in God’s children.  
These are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please:  There is no reconciling the flesh with the Holy Spirit.  The Flesh is about men and what they do or do not do. It can never produce Christlikeness in anyone, because that is not external but of the heart and spirit.    The Spirit is about Christ and what He does.  The Spirit puts all the focus on Christ, gives all the glory to Christ, calls men to complete dependence upon Christ and makes men over in the image of Christ.  We must never preach obedience to the Bible with out preaching dependence upon the Holy Spirit through the Grace of God.  
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
If you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law:  We all think of the list of sins that is coming up next week when we speak of the flesh.  And it is true that the flesh produces a litany of wickedness that comes from the heart of man.  We all have heart problems when it comes to sin.   
The final thought in this passage is this:  If the Spirit is leading us, and transforming us into the image of Christ…it is not the law that is doing it.  The Law condemns us and to be under it is to be under bondage to the principles of the flesh and the world.  We are on a performance treadmill with God.  We seek to please Him by what we do and we cannot.  God loved us when we were doing nothing.  Why has He stopped now that we have become believers?  He has not stopped loving us.  He is calling us away from our own works and back to the Grace of God.  He will transform us by the power of the Spirit who He sent into the world to make Himself Glorious to men. 

John 16:13-15   13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you. 
CONCLUSION

The call to Christian living is a call back to the Cross and its unmerited grace.  It is not a call to go forward in our own power or flesh. All men fail when we go forward without grace.  We become hopelessly defeated by a sense of complete failure or disgustingly proud by our own external righteousness.  God sanctions neither of these.  He calls us instead,  to stay close to Christ.  Do not go on alone.  We are called to a changed life, but it does not and cannot come about through returning to self-effort and religion.  It will be Holy Spirit produced in each of God’s children.   
Confess your fallen condition before God.  Paul did, Peter did, Luther did.  Wesley and Whitefield and Edwards and Moody all did.  We cannot go on like this.  We are left like orphans in the cold.  We imagine a God who does not love us because we are so unlovable.  Christ set His affection on you Christian.  Compare yourself freely with Him and ponder your own hopeless state.  Remember, how He knew every one of your sins before you were even born.  Think about how He even knows about the sins you have not yet committed.  And Yet….
1 John 4:9-11…..God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
PAGE  
7

