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Introduction:

Galatians 5:1-10  It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.  2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.  3 And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.  7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?  8 This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.  9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.  10 I have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he is.
Are men free?  I want you to put aside all political inferences for a moment and reason with me on this issue.  A man or a woman wakes every morning with a certain freedom.  Before them are 12-16 hours of living.  Those hours are filled with people, thoughts, emotions and even God.  Now let’s further suppose that we are that man or woman and that we are believers in Christ.  We have just read a verse that asserts that Christ set us free and that His purpose in doing so was that we might BE Free!!   What then, does freedom in Christ look like to the everyday Christian like you and me?:  

Would you say that you are free to do anything you please?  Can you just stay in bed?  Can you stay home from work or school?  Can you refuse to pay your rent or utility bills or file your taxes?  NO of course not you say….I have to do all those things.  What are some of the things we are free to do?: 

We are free to think pure and righteous thoughts.  We are free to say good things about other people.  We are free to pray.  We are free to love.  We are free to encourage others.  We are free to forgive others.   We are free to give money to someone who needs it.  We are free to love our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind and with all our strength.  BUT…are we really free to do these things?   If we are then why do we struggle to do any of them for very long.  If God has loved us and set us free…then why do we not seem free to ourselves?  Clearly,  freedom in Christ is spiritual in nature and does not extend to every physical circumstance in our lives.  

Jesus taught men to pay their taxes.  The Word of God tells men to work diligently at their jobs and obey their bosses.  But….it affirms with a clarion trumpet call that Christ has SET US FREE!   And He intends that we should live free.  So…let us determine from Scripture  today:  

· How Men Become Free [1]

· How Men Stay Free [2-4]

· How Men Live Free  [5-10]

How Men Become Free [1]

Galatians 5:1  It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
It was for freedom:   This is a freedom that liberates the heart of men from the yoke of the slavery.  It does not merely command you to be like Christ, it actually empowers you to be like Christ.  This is not the freedom to do whatever you want but the power to do whatever you should.  This is vastly different from the freedom politicians and soldiers speak of.  It is spiritual freedom and it is therefore possessed and opposed on a spiritual level.  

Christ Set us Free:  This is an assertion not a proposition.  Having the freedom to do something is not the same as the power to actually do it.  We are externally free to forgive huge offenses against us, but we do not have the power to do so.  We are free not to be angry and enraged by circumstances and people, but we are unable to do so.  We are even free to love God deeply with all our heart, but are unable to do so.  It was for this deep abiding freedom of the soul and spirit that Jesus Christ has set you free. 
Do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery:   If men are not free…to what are they enslaved?   We automatically think of sin and that is true.  
Romans 7:14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.

We seldom think of the other major slave-master of men. The hearts of all mankind are also enslaved to a self-righteousness that all men share in common.  The Scripture calls it the Elemental Principles of this World.  

It is the universal belief among men that they are good, or at least “good enough” to merit the favor of God.  They base this on the fact that they either do or do not do certain things and they are all things that pertain to this world;  eating, drinking, participating in or not participating in certain activities or rituals. They are therefore “worldly” even though most of them are very religion driven in nature.  The Bible describes them in Colossians chapter two: 
Colossians 2:8  8 See to it that no one takes you captive [slavery] through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ…… Colossians 2:21   21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"
Galatians 4:3-5  3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  
The question at hand is “how do men become free?”   The Scripture tells us that it is the unique work of Christ   No one and nothing else can free a man’s soul.  Christ alone frees men from sin: 
John 8:30-32  He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him.  31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."
Notice that Jesus spoke to those who were trusting in Him.  Belief does not mean to give mental assent to a doctrine, creed, ritual or religion.  None of these things existed when John wrote this statement.  These people were trusting in Jesus Christ. That means;  they were putting their lives into His hands and making themselves vulnerable to Him and counting on Him and hoping in Him.  It was about Him not any thing that men do…even religious things. It would be a complete and utter work of God through Christ.

John 7:37-39  37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

John 8:36   36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
No one can ever be set free by anything he or she does.  We all seem OK with this when it comes to our salvation, but freedom extends to our present lives.  It is for Freedom that Christ has set you free….right?  And this is a freedom of the heart and soul.  It is the power to be like Christ.  To keep His commands from the heart.  To love God and His other children.  It will never ever come from within you or from anything in this world.  It will come from Christ just as surely as your new birth came from Him.  Listen to how the Bible describes those who turn back to the law.  It is equally true of those who create there own law or rules to keep. 
2 Corinthians 3:14-18  until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.  15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart;  16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

How are men set Free?  It is solely through the power of Jesus Christ.  It has nothing to do with what you believe about Him.  It has nothing to do with what you think about Him.  It is not about you and what you do or do not do.  How you measure up. How perfect your doctrine is or how well you keep the rules.  It is about Christ and what He is able and willing to do for His people.  

From what are men set free?  From the power of sin and the seduction of the world.  The world is not a call to return to sin.  It is a call to be good apart from a daily spiritual dependence on Jesus.  We were drawn to the foot of the Cross and found forgiveness, but that delight has long since been replaced by our own daily efforts.  And…here is a trustworthy saying, we are miserable failures at the Christian life.  We do not speak, think, act or most tragically love like Jesus Christ…and we never, ever will.  How can we who were set free….turn to be enslaved again?  In other words…How do men STAY free?
How Men Stay Free [2-4]

Galatians 5:2-4   2 Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.  3 And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
If you receive circumcision:  Circumcision is not the issue here.  Paul brings it forth as the representative religious ritual for the entire idea of returning to self-righteousness and law keeping.  We can know that it is symbolic because this ritual was applied only to males and yet the problem is cross gender and solution as God has already made clear. 
Galatians 3:28  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Christ will be of no benefit to you:  We cannot take a little Christ and add it to our religious self efforts.  God is not content to be part of your religion.  Many believers are confused about cults and man-centered Christian religions at this point.  When asked they will affirm belief in Christ, but it is not what God calls us to.  It is not the Gospel.  It is their own religion and ritual to which is added some mental assent to Jesus Christ.  

God will never accept this because it makes Christ an add on to the self-righteousness of men. Men may come to God as the spiritual paupers that they are.  Jesus said this Himself: 

Matthew 5:3   3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

The destitute, crouching, worthless beggar [meaning of “poor”] receives the Kingdom of God.  This is the grace of God bursting upon the consciousness of humanity.  No works of men no matter how seemingly good and religious can grant the poor this wealth.   

Acts 4:11-12  11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."  
Christ is rejected by men today.  He is rejected by much of Christianity as well.  Because nothing men do will ever save them.  
1 Timothy 2:5  5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
There are not two mediators!  There is not Christ and an earthly priest.  There is not Christ and a religious ritual, confession or doctrine.  There is only the man Christ Jesus.  
John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Jesus did not say He was a way back to God.  He did not say He was truthful…He said He was the Truth.  He did not assert that He was a way to have life….He was the only way to have life.  He said, that men are absolutely and categorically unable to come to God accept through Him.  Again,  there were not creeds, no churches, no doctrines to believe or tracts to sign at the bottom when Jesus made these remarks.  It was not about anything that men believe about Christ, say about Christ, teach about Christ or do for Christ.  It is not about men it is about Christ.  He is the Gospel, the Lamb that takes away the sins of the world and the sole hope of men.   When He is mixed with the religion and self-righteousness Law of men He is of no value to you.  
He is under obligation to keep the whole Law:  This is a reminder that if you do not put your sole hope in Christ then you will have to be accountable for your own sins, failures and shortcomings.  There will be none of the stuff men do today, in the final judgment.  We will not be able to perpetrate the myth that we actually kept the ten commandments.  Who has never dishonored their parents, told a lie, wanted something that was not theirs.  What men mean is that they have kept it good enough.  They are better than many people they know and therefore good or at least good enough.  No my friend…if you want to justify yourself then you must be perfect.  If you are not perfect than you may only be justified by Christ.  We do not contribute to our righteousness. We are not able.  
You have been severed from Christ:  Now to seek standing with God through rules [do’s and don’ts],  rituals [baptism, communion] or religion [church membership or attendance] is to sever the power of God in your heart.  That is the meaning of this word.  It means to deliberately cut yourself off from the power of God to transform you.  You and I are imperfect and desperately in need of salvation…but we also need  Christ every day just as surely as we needed Him in the beginning.  What bride marries a man and then does not live daily with him?   What child does not depend daily from morning until night upon the love, security, food and training of their parent.    
You have fallen from grace:  We take this to mean, LOST.  We are no longer saved.  The actual phrase goes something like this…”you have fallen away from Grace.”  This is the state of many in Christ’s church today also.  How do we know if we have been seeking righteousness on our own?  Here are the symptoms:

· We do not experience the joy of Christ that we once enjoyed.
· We are discouraged about our lives in this world.  We believe our difficulties [and we all have them] are because we have failed God.  We have failed God, but that is a given.  We were His enemies when He saved us… is it possible that we are now bigger failures than that? 
· We do not believe God loves us.  This goes with the previous point but it hurts more, because it strikes at our deepest emotion. 

· We do not love God.  We remember when we once did but that is gone now.  It is replaced with all of the above pain.  
Grace took broken men and women who were spiritually dead, lost, hopeless fatherless children and loved them, washed them, fed them, clothed them, warmed them and accepted them.  Who would not be filled with joy over something like that.  Who would doubt the love of a Father who would do such a thing?  Who would not love someone who so loved them?  
Fallen from grace means to fall from all of this.  Stop where you are and turn back! Back to where you loved Him because you knew He loved you.  Back to The Cross and His love for you there.  This is how men STAY FREE.  How do we live free?
How Men Live Free  [5-10]

Galatians 5:5-10  5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.  7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?  8 This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.  9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.  10 I have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he is.
We through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness:  We have lost our way when we began to hope in something other than the Glorious Work of God in our lives.  If you have been severed from Grace or Fallen from Grace it is because you have sought righteousness…and I am speaking of your daily life…you have sought it apart from the Holy Spirit.  We all do this.  Do not think that God would write an entire book of the Bible for a few aberrant believers in an obscure province. NO.  He wrote this because it is the common state of men.  We are drawn back to this world and its principles of works and self-justification.  God allows this in your life for His purposes.
Jonathan Edwards  made this observation: “It is God’s manner to make men sensible of their misery and unworthiness, before he appears in his mercy and love to them.”  

In Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love:  Now let me say this very clearly.  Do not say to yourselves at this point…”how could I ever have been such a poor, unbelieving, Christian so as to do this?”  This puts the focus back on you and your failure.  We need to look at Christ.  Behold the Lamb of God!  See how He loved you. He saved you when you were unworthy because He loved you when you were unworthy.  When we lose sight of  the Cross, we fall away from His gracious, merciful love.  Bow down before Him and say…”what else would a fallen sinner be expected to do.”  You alone, Lord Jesus, you alone can restore my soul and renew my love for you.  Help me now Lord as you did at the Cross.  I desire you Lord…let me love you again”  

CONCLUSION

· Only Christ [not you, not what you believe and not what you do…but Christ Jesus] can liberate and empower your heart 

· Only Jesus Christ can keep you free by keeping your heart turned to the Cross.
· Only Jesus can enable you to live free by transforming you Himself through the work of the Holy Spirit in your life. 
How desperate are you for The Overflowing Life of Christ.  The Joy, Love, Sense of Peace, purpose and direction?  It is not available to men any more than Salvation is.  It is Holy Spirit produced in those who forsake all their own efforts to achieve it and call out instead to God for the  love of God to be theirs again.  Let me close with familiar verses.
Romans 8:31-39  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? [This is the truth of how Christ loved you at the Cross]   33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. [Only God can condemn you even today and He died for you and is praying for you even now…Jesus is praying for you]   35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? [Is there someone stronger than God?]  Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED." [Are there circumstances that are too big for God?]  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.[Not through the one we have obeyed perfectly, but the one who loved us]  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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