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Introduction: 
One of the things that a Sovereign King always reserves to Himself is the right to choose what He desires.  Sovereignty means that no one can effectively oppose Him or deny Him His choice.  Sovereignty by its very definition means, “freedom from all external control.”   Mankind likes to imagine that they are unaccountable to anyone for their actions and desires, but all men eventually give an account to God.  God on the other hand is truly Sovereign and gives an account to no one and He cannot be opposed in what He desires or does.  All opposition to God is allowed by Him for some greater purpose. 

Scripture reveals that God has a purpose that extends to eternity past.  Although Satan and men have opposed Him from the beginning of Creation, His purpose continues to stand even today.  Our text Sunday reveals that God has been actively working to bring His plans to pass throughout the history of Man.  

Much confusion surrounds the purpose of the Law of Moses and the ten commandments even today.  Why did God give these laws if they were not to make man righteous?  Why did He give them if He knew men would be unable to keep them?

Then there are those who ask questions like; “How can there be only one way back to God?”   Why is sincerity not sufficient to save men even if they do not believe in Christ?”  “Isn’t the entire concept of  “Christ Alone” narrow minded and exclusive?”

The answer to these questions is not complex, but it is very unpopular.  The Creator of The Universe is the owner of The Universe.  Because He is the Sovereign God, He has the right, and the power to chose the way in which He saves men.  Mankind is created and owned by God and is therefore bound over to His will in this matter.  

SO…. What did God Choose?   He chose the most spectacular display of mercy and love ever seen in creation.  God would give up His own sinless Son to pay the price for sinful men.  Christ would die in their place. This is the “Gospel” good news of free salvation.  But men, spurred on by Satan,  have always hated the Gospel.  The same spirit of rebellion and independence that caused the fall of all mankind still surges through our institutions, religions, education and yes…even our hearts today.  It complains against God and His Christ: 

· How dare HE choose the way of Salvation and give no consideration to the desires of men.

· How dare HE designate “Faith in Christ Alone” as the only one way to be saved.

· How dare HE chose a people for His name [Israel]  and then call out a people for His name from among the Gentiles as well.
Our text in Galatians 4:19-31 reveals the Sovereignty of our God in the Gospel.   He has orchestrated your Salvation every step of the way.  He cannot be opposed and yet He acts in kindness, mercy, love and tenderness toward all Creation.  He is the all powerful God, but also the all merciful one as well.  
These and questions like them are the subject of the book of Galatians.  In our passage today God reveals His Sovereignty in the Gospel. Let’s read it together now. 
Galatians 4:19-31   19 My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--  20 but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.  21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law?  22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.  23 But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise.  24 This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.  25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother.  27 For it is written, "REJOICE, BARREN WOMAN WHO DOES NOT BEAR; BREAK FORTH AND SHOUT, YOU WHO ARE NOT IN LABOR; FOR MORE NUMEROUS ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE DESOLATE THAN OF THE ONE WHO HAS A HUSBAND."  28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise.  29 But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also.  30 But what does the Scripture say? "CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE FREE WOMAN."  31 So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman.

God cannot be successfully opposed in anything He desires to do.  This is what it means to be King of kings and Lord of lords.  This Scripture we have just read, shows us three things in which God Cannot Be Opposed!! 

· The Sovereign Purpose of God seen in the Gospel  [19-21]  

· The Sovereign Choice of God seen in the Gospel [22-30]

· The Sovereign Love of God seen in the Gospel  [31]

The Sovereign Purpose of God seen in the Gospel  [19-21]  
Galatians 4:19-20   19 My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--  20 but I could wish to be present with you now and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.

I am again in labor:  Not work but anguish and pain.  The word “labor” is the one used for the travail of childbirth.  There are a couple of things that you can say about childbirth.  It proceeds whether or not you want it to.  It is very hard work and its final outcome is joyous life.  This is how your pastors and elders are supposed to think and feel about you.  They have no real rest until you begin to be Christlike in heart, mind, soul and spirit.  We should ask God for a heart that cannot rest until others have entered into the joy of a Christ Centered Life.  Paul is grieved over brothers and sisters who started out in Grace and complete dependency on the Spirit of God, but have now turned to the flesh for their perfecting.  He suffers agony because of their loss.  May God give us hearts toward one another that do not rest until we see our brother or sister rejoicing in their new life in Christ. 

Until Christ is formed in you: This is the goal or the purpose of our preaching, praying and teaching.  It is the principle work of the Spirit of God in the lives of believers.   The Greek scholar Thayer said this means: “until a mind and life in complete harmony with the mind and life of Christ shall have been formed in you.” 
Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.

Is Christlikeness your goal?  Do you know what it means and how it is obtained?  You see…. many have started out on the right path only to be side tracked by those who substitute works of the flesh for works of the Spirit.  We have begun in the Holy Spirit and are going forward without Him.  Nothing about fallen man can change the heart and produce the life of Christ within.  The Galatians had fallen prey to those who led them back to the works of the flesh.  These works can be very moral, upright looking, have an appearance of spirituality, but they are outward and can only be sustained for so long. Living like this makes your love for Christ grow cold.  He is now a cruel taskmaster, demanding what you know you have no power to give.  You may become intensely religious and moral, but it will not change your heart.  

I am perplexed about you:  Paul is “at a loss” literally, to know what else to say to them.  There righteousness has now become there own.  Think with me for a moment my friends.  When Christ saved you and washed you do you know that it was not because you were good or better than other men?  It was because of His gracious kindness toward you.  Now when you see a sinner, drowning in immorality, addiction, anxiety, hatred, grief and conflict do you readily remember how Christ saved you.  Or perhaps, like many you were not in some of those visible sins.  We were the ones who just didn’t need any body but ourselves.  We were the self-sufficient and the self-righteous.  It was grace that rescued us from a Christless eternity apart from God and brought us to dependency on and Love for our Creator.  Paul is at a loss to understand:  How can we,  after being saved by Grace, now be so condescending to the lost?  How can we be so judgmental of those still living apart from God as if there was anything they could do to transform themselves. When we think like this we have forgotten the Gospel.  What will soften our hearts again toward our Savior and others?  A renewed vision of the Cross and the love or our Savior there.  
The Sovereign Purpose of God through the Gospel is to restore fallen sinners to the image of God.  He does this by forming Christ in us.  It is in us and not upon us or around us.  It is a transforming of the mind and heart and it is only and always done by the Holy Spirit.  May God give us deep love for our Savior again.  Seek Him that you may worship Him. 
The Sovereign Choice of God seen in the Gospel [22-30]
Galatians 4:21   21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law?

Do you not listen to the law?: If we want to talk about the law then let’s talk about Abraham and his descendents.  God is about to give an object lesson.  He actually calls it an allegory and it is not open to interpretation.  God will interpret it for us right in the text.  

· Abraham had two Sons,  but God chose the one He had promised to give and not the one that Abraham and Sarah decided to produce apart from the promise. [23]
Galatians 4:22-23  22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. 23 But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise.  

Do not jump to the conclusion that it was the sexual sin of Abraham that he speaks of here when he speaks of the flesh.  The meaning of the flesh is that Abraham and Sarah took matters into their own hands.  In the same way Christians in Galatia and in our churches today take matters into their own hands.  They live according to laws and rules rather than dependence upon the Spirit of God.  May God make us see that we can not form Christ in ourselves anymore than an 80 year old wife could form a baby in her womb.  It was a work of God.  It was of the Spirit of God and not the works of the flesh. 

Abraham had two women,  but God chose the one who was his wife.  God chose to fulfill His promise to the person to whom He had made it.  

Genesis 12:2-3   2 And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;  3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed."

Yes, Abraham could and did find a way to get a son apart from the promise, but God was not buying it.  God would do it and not the man, Abraham.  God does not accept our works of righteousness.  Even when we try to pattern them after the works of the Spirit.  Outward righteousness is of the flesh and not of the promise.  The promise is a transformed heart which is the root and foundation of the new covenant.  
· The two women represent two Covenants, but God chose only one [25-27]

Galatians 4:24-25  24 This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar.  25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  

Forget about the Arab nations that descended from Hagar and listen to what God says she represents in this allegory. Hagar represents the Law and Sarah represents the Promise. 

Hagar is the Old Covenant of the Law:  This is what “proceeding from Mount Sinai” is indicating.  This old covenant produces followers who are slaves.  They are born in bondage because that was the purpose of the Law.  Yes…The law revealed the sin of all men and condemned them for it, but gave no way to be justified and freed.  Even present day Judaism is not free to follow God.  They are not and cannot be justified by any works of men no matter how virtuous.  Men and women need their hearts cleansed and restored and that is an exclusive work of the Spirit of God.  

Sarah is the New Covenant of the Promise:  God decided long ago to act alone to save men.  He promised to bless men through Christ Jesus and not through their works. 

Galatians 3:16  16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ. 

In this Old Testament allegory Sarah represents the Promise of Freedom in Christ.  She represents the New Covenant which God makes on His own, without the participation of men.  

Galatians 4:26   26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother.

God promises it.  God makes it.  God keeps it.  Men receive it by Grace through faith in Jesus. The Church has become a partaker of the New Covenant Promises of God. They are of Promise and not of Law.  They come through Christ and are apprehended by the work of the Holy Spirit and never by the Law or any other standard of Human righteousness.  It is of God and it transforms the heart.  He alone keeps it and we are in His debt but at the same time totally engulfed by His love and mercy.  

Jeremiah 31:31-34  31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  

Ezekiel 36:26-27   26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

· Two Groups of children, but God chose only one [28-30]

Galatians 4:28-30   28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise.  29 But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also.  30 But what does the Scripture say? "CAST OUT THE BONDWOMAN AND HER SON, FOR THE SON OF THE BONDWOMAN SHALL NOT BE AN HEIR WITH THE SON OF THE FREE WOMAN."  
You brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise: When we come to Christ, we come to the promise. Our salvation is by grace apart from the law, BUT also our hearts are changed by the inward grace driven power of the Holy Spirit and not by any works of righteousness that men do.  God gives a new heart that He can write on and then He writes on the hearts of His Children.  Never go back to that which is written on stone.  It cannot perfect you.  Turn you heart toward the Cross.  Remember every day that it was Jesus who sought you and bought you.  He changed your heart out for you at Calvary.  He is the one writing on it today.  

2 Corinthians 4:6-7   6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

He who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also:  Just as there was hatred toward the Isaac from Ishmael there is still persecution and even hatred toward the Promise.  The preaching of the cross is the assertion that God acted alone to save, bless and transform men.  We may come freely, but through no merit of our own.  We will be blessed and transformed but through no works of our own.  God will restore the image of God in us by His own power.  It is the Power of the Spirit and not of the flesh of men. 

The Sovereign Love of God seen in the Gospel  [31]
Galatians 4:31   31 So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman.
We are not children of a bondwoman:  We are not of the Old Covenant. There is not freedom and no forgiveness in the Old.  Only condemnation and slavery to our sin.  We cannot deliver ourselves because we are fallen and hopelessly unable.  We Christians are not a part of that.  This is what it means to “not be under the Law, but under Grace.”

But of the free woman: This is the Promise.  The Promise trumps everything.  Christ not only fulfilled the promise, but was the promise.  Just like He was the priest and the sacrifice.  We are children of Promise not works.  Never, ever forget this.  You cannot be transformed by works any more that you can be saved by them.  We are Christ’s workmanship and He is at work in us to work according to His good pleasure.  His pleasure is to conform us to the image of God in the face of Christ. 
Conclusion: 

Christ can set you free from the power of the Law to condemn you.  He then begins a work of transformation in your life through the Holy Spirit.  We are not only set free from condemnation and hell, but are transformed into the glorious image of God in Christ. 

Ask for a Verdict:  This is an divine allegory with the precise meaning given to us by God.  It is not open to interpretation and we should embrace it fully for what it asserts.  What it claims is this:  

· God has Sovereignly promised to save men at the cross.  

· He has likewise promised to form Christ in them.
· He has promised to free them from all condemnation of sin.

· He has promised to change our stony hearts into soft hearts of Flesh

· He has promised to write on those hearts that we might know Him and love Him…

FROM THE HEART
It is with the heart that men love God.  No outward standard will change our hearts 

The Sovereign Purpose of God is to form Christ in His redeemed.  It will be done by Him

The Sovereign Choice of God is seen throughout the history of His people.  

The Sovereign love of God sent Christ to the Cross and the Spirit to our hearts. 

When Jesus was given the scroll of Isaiah to read in the Synagogue of Nazareth, He opened and read the following: 

Isaiah 61:1-3  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;  2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,  3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.
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