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Introduction:

Would you say that you know your neighbor or just know their name?  We probably have some neighbors that fall into both categories.  What about our Congressman or Senator?    We know their names and we have heard some things about them, but we have never sat down to eat, share our personal lives, hopes and ambitions with them.  We probably not say that we have an intimate friendship with most of the people we “know.”  
“Intimacy” has to do with a person’s deepest nature.  It is what makes them tick.   When we know someone intimately we know what they will think and do when confronted with moral or practical decisions.  We know their heart’s desire, because they have revealed it to us.  Likewise, we too have come to entrust our inmost thoughts and emotions to them.  We have become intimate friends.  
Now what will you say about God in this regard?    Was there a time when you basked in the blessed thought that Christ knew you and loved you?  Was it a joy to get up each morning?  Did the singing and the praying all seem alive with the presence of God?  
Our text describes believers who once had no personal knowledge of God….Then they gained intimate knowledge of God….but now have lost that same knowledge of God. This is not salvation that we are speaking of…it is “Intimacy with God.”   What kills this blessed joy of Christ’s Salvation?  Our programmed response is SIN!...But, it is not your sin?  You were a lost sinner when Christ revealed His love to you. You are still a sinner only loved, sought and bought by Christ Jesus.  So it is categorically, not our sin that kills this intimacy, but our righteousness instead.  It is leaving the gospel of Grace and going on in the strength of our own righteousness.  Trying to gain the love of God….which we never lost….by performance,  which God never accepts as payment. God loved you before He redeemed you.  He loved you as a sinner and still does.   
Galatians 4:8-16   8 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.  9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?  10 You observe days and months and seasons and years.  11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.  12 I beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong;  13 but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time;  14 and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.  15 Where then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.  16 So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?

These verses  reveal the following truths:   
· Intimacy with God is the source of all Freedom [8-10]
· Intimacy with God is the source of all love [11-14]
· Intimacy with God fulfills the Two Greatest Commandments [15-16]

Intimacy with God is the source of all Freedom [8-10]

Galatians 4:8-10   8 However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.  9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?  10 You observe days and months and seasons and years.
When you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods:  A slave is someone who is completely dominated by something or someone.  We are enslaved by our fallen nature and world.  Our complete ignorance of God and His ways make us slaves to the elemental things of this world.   
But now that you have come to know God or rather to be known by God: God is saying…Yes!  You have come to know Me, but more precisely [or rather] you have been known by Me.  You are not able to know what God has done behind the scenes and in eternity past.  God has to reveal this to us. This is why it is put this way.  We perhaps remember a specific time when we turned to God or it might even be a process where God made it clear to you that your only hope was in Christ.  The key thought here is that those who come to know God were first known by God before Creation. 
Ephesians 1:4-6  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
How is it that you turn back again?:  What would make you give up the Joy and Love of Christ?  What is there that could possibly be more vital to you than this?  Can you explain to me what you think you are doing in leaving the Grace of the Cross for the Works of religion, ritual and self-righteousness?
This needs to be asked and it needs to be asked repeatedly and forcefully, because the Galatians, like many today, believe they are on a quest to know God better and to be more pleasing to Him. They have taken their eyes off Grace and are now cut off from the source of all that they desire….only intimacy with God will satisfy our heart.  
Galatians 1:6   6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel.

Galatians 3:2-3  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  
Galatians 5:4   4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.  
Galatians 5:7   7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?
When we stop the preaching of the Cross we immediately forget that it is all of Grace, all of Christ,  all of Faith.  Men are trying to be perfected by our own religion and self-righteousness.  Only the Grace of God poured out at the Cross will deliver men from the bondage to our fallen natures and world view.  
To the weak and worthless elemental things:  Paul describes an obedience to the principles of this world, from which we must be delivered by Christ.   All men, religious or not,  follow these worthless basic principles.  Here are the A, B, C’s of this world:  
Colossians 2:20-21  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"

Not touching certain things will make you holy before God.  Many non-believers in Christ live exactly like this

Hebrews 6:1-2  Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,  2 of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.
Practicing rituals and observing holy days will make you holy before God.  Countless non Christians live exactly like this.  We too are drawn back to those principles just like the Galatians.  For us it goes something like this: 

· God will be more pleased with me if I do not eat or drink certain things.  

· God will bless me more if I always take communion.

· God will be angry with me if I do not give enough.  He will love me less.

These and countless other things like them are the “Worthless Elemental Things.”  They are worthless because they not only do not foster intimacy with God, but kill it instead by blinding us to the truth of the Gospel.   
We are born under its spell until we are delivered by Christ.  The Galatians, like us had a time in their lives when they knew nothing of the delivering freedom of the Gospel of Christ.  They thought, and acted in lockstep with this world.  This reality is still seen today in the effects of political correctness and peer pressure.  
Then they were delivered from its effects through Grace.  By no effort of their own whatsoever, God delivered them,  sending Christ to the Cross on their behalf.  Now, there are those telling them that they need to leave behind the preaching of the Cross with its appeal to Grace Alone and go on into deeper water.  What will happen there is the Galatian Tragedy.  
To be enslaved all over again:  The clear implication?…intimate dependency on God leads to freedom from slavery. He the one true source for all that men desire and hope for.  Satan has perpetrated the lie that men are not free when they come to God, but enslaved to the ultimate “task master” of the universe.  The implication and even the clear assertion is that God keeps good things from His creatures. 

Genesis 3:5   5 "For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Not only is Intimacy with God the source of all freedom, it is also the source of all love in our lives as well. The call to love is supreme in the Bible.  
John 3:16   16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

1 John 3:11   11 For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;

1 John 4:11-13  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

Intimacy with God is the source of all love [11-14]

Galatians 4:11-14   11 I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.  12 I beg of you, brethren, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You have done me no wrong;  13 but you know that it was because of a bodily illness that I preached the gospel to you the first time;  14 and that which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe, but you received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself.
I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain:  If all you have is legalism and self-righteousness without love, it is empty.  
I beg of you, brethren, become as I am:  To understand this we need to see what Paul was inviting them to be.  We will take just one from this letter itself:
Galatians 2:20  20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me

I have been crucified with Christ:  Paul says, “God, by His Sovereign Power, has so bound me to Christ Jesus that when He died on the Cross I died with Him there.”  YOU do not do this!  It was envisioned before the world was created and brought to fruition two thousand years before you were born.  

As a Child of God…You do not die to sin….you are dead to sin.  We did not break the power of sin to kill us…Jesus did that!  Nor did we destroy its tyranny over us…God did that through Jesus Christ our Lord.  As a result:   Christ’s relationship to sin and law is now our relationship to sin and law.

2 Corinthians 5:21  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Colossians 3:3-4   3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
It is no longer I who live: We tend to read this verse,  “I was once a sinner….doing sinful things….but now I am a Christian doing “Christian” things.”   Paul says instead that he died with Christ and he is still dead. “It is no longer I who live” is an assertion that there is life, but it is not Paul’s life.  

But Christ lives in me:  Your life has been inextricably joined to Jesus Christ.  New life is not just reworked sinful humanity. Polished up on the outside by a new suit of “religion.”  We did not “get religion” We became sons and daughter of The Living God because we have been spiritually and eternally joined to Jesus Christ “The Son of The Living God.”  

The life which I now live in the flesh:    When Christ died, He died to the power of sin and so did we.  Sin can no longer kill us or rule us.  When Christ rose from the dead to Eternal life…so did we.  Why then are we not perfect and sinless like Christ Jesus?  Because we are still fallen sinners in a fallen world.  We are still totally dependent on our God.   

Matthew 9:13  13 "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

Luke 15:2   2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."

I live by faith in the Son of God:  We do not live by righteousness, religion, ritual or good works,  but by faith.  We are just as dependent upon the grace of God today as we were the day of our salvation.  If this were not true we would go our way…content in the fact that we are no longer sinners like other men.  And,  this is exactly what happens when men cease to cling to Christ for their daily righteousness?  If we are saved by Grace, but perfected by works we no longer need the Savior’s daily sustaining strength.  

That which was a trial to you in my bodily condition you did not despise or loathe:  God is calling them to remember their beginning.  When life was all of grace it was all of love.  When you have no merit you will love other with the same love that Christ poured out at the Cross.  Sinners are so loathsome!  Have you forgotten how you were before God?
You received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus Himself:  They had love for Paul when they were living in Grace.  An “angel” could mean a spirit being or a messenger.  But receiving someone as we would Jesus Christ is an explosive concept. 
Matthew 25:37-40  37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  39 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  40 "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.'
What have you done for anyone while in this frame of mind?  To love others is to love Christ.  Never forget this.  Receive and minister to one another in their trials, imperfections and petty annoyances.  It is Christ you are also receiving.  It is Christ Jesus you are also loving.  This is the reality of those who live in and by Grace Alone.  This is why the Gospel alone fulfills both of the  Two Greatest Commandments of God:
Intimacy with God fulfills the Two Greatest Commandments [15-16]

Mark 12:28-31  8 One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?"  29 Jesus answered, "The foremost is, 'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.'  31 "The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than these."
Galatians 4:15-16   15 Where then is that sense of blessing you had? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me.  16 So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?
Where then is that sense of blessing you had?:  “Sense of blessing” is a “Declaration of Blessing!”  “I am Blessed!” I am shouting it to men.  I cannot pray with out saying how Christ Jesus loved me.  I cannot speak of Him without mentioning His Grace and mercy toward sinners like me.  I love the Lord my God because He has loved a sinner like me. 
Where does this blessing go?  It vanishes as we return to slavery.  When our Christian lives become a performance and not a relationship.  When total dependence on Christ is replaced with fear of men and pride of accomplishment.  Can you declare…”I am loved by God without any good in myself?”  This is the Gospel message.  It is the heart of all intimacy both divine and human.  Love must be without condition…this is how Christ loved you and this is also how we love one another.  
I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me: Paul knew they had been set free by Christ, but were now enslaved to the world once again.  He knew it because of their sacrificial love for Him.  I tell you brothers and sisters,  do not weigh a man’s love for God by his outward speech or righteous behavior.  It is weighed on an entirely different scale by God: Does a man love as Christ loved?
John 15:11-17  1 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.  12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  …..17 "This I command you, that you love one another.

So have I become your enemy by telling you the truth?: Once men are persuaded to go on without Grace toward perfection they lose their love for Christ and then for one another.    Those taken in legalism hate the preachers of the Cross with a passion.  Their anger is more intense than it is for unbelievers in general.  Jesus experienced the wrath of those who despised the Grace of God and preferred their own works of religion and righteousness.  In Christ we see the hearts of men toward the preaching of the Cross.  Hatred, animosity and even murder.  And why??   
Because Grace is the only hope of men.  I used to think that it was because it insults the goodness of mankind in general and this is probably true…but consider this.  Men cannot be saved or sanctified by works.  It is the work of the Spirit of God through grace that brings men to salvation and perfects them in the image of Christ.  
2 Timothy 1:8-10  do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,  9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,  10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
CONCLUSION:
All men, including us are born under the elemental principles of this world.  Those principles call men to self-righteousness.  Unbelievers, non Christian Religions and even Atheists live by these principles.  Men believe they are good…or at least good enough.  
But, The Gospel says that nothing men do can justify them in the sight of God.  No religion or standard of righteousness, no matter how scrupulously observed.  This is why the preaching of the Cross is “foolishness to those who are perishing.”  It flies in the face of the elemental principles of our world.  
Then there is the question of Love.  Many who assert that they believe in Christ alone have fallen back under the spell of works.  They now seek to be perfected by works.  They have been told that God finds them more acceptable and loves them more if they perform.  They see their trials as punishments even though God says He is using them to perfect us in the image of Christ.  They doubt God’s love because they have forgotten the Cross.  How can God love us less than He did when we were still miserable, filthy, unwashed sinners?  The answer is:  He does not love us less, nor does He love us more.  He knew us and loved us before we were ever born.  Christ still loves you dear ones.  That has not changed since the day you first believed. 

Finally,  This blessed Gospel is our sole hope for godliness.  Nothing in men can love God.  The greatest commandment, to love Him and love others, cannot be kept by self-righteousness, religion or good works.  Love is from God.  We are just in need of Grace today as we were at salvation.  Nothing has changed since the day you first believed.    
Forsake, then, any idea that God’s love for you has to do with how well you behave.  This is the Galatian Tragedy.  Embrace, anew,  The Cross and its unmerited love.  Speak of it, think of it, sing of it, testify to it.  “Jesus has loved me for no reason!”  “This man receives sinners!”  Pursue your brothers and sisters with that same love of Christ.  It is Christ you are also pursuing.  It is Christ Jesus you are revealing to the world.  He loved you without condition that we might love the same way.  He is intimately knowable to those who come to the foot of the Cross. Pray for the love of God to be given to you. 
Psalm 116:1-10  I love the LORD, because He hears My voice and my supplications.  2 Because He has inclined His ear to me, Therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live.  3 The cords of death encompassed me And the terrors of The Grave came upon me; I found distress and sorrow.  4 Then I called upon the name of the LORD: "O LORD, I beseech You, save my life!"  5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God is compassionate.  6 The LORD preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me.  7 Return to your rest, O my soul, For the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.  8 For You have rescued my soul from death, My eyes from tears, My feet from stumbling.  9 I shall walk before the LORD In the land of the living.  
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