The Extraordinary Inheritance of the Gospel 
Galatians 4:1-7   
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Galatians 4:1-2  Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything,  2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father.  
An inheritance is an amazing thing. Even if you are the only heir to the family trust…it is not really yours until the day your Father determines to let you share in it.   You cannot spend it, you cannot invest it and if you are wise, you will not think about it, until the day it is legally granted to you.  Until that time you would be disciplined, educated and given your clothes, food and money, much like any ordinary child. 
Think about another example from real life.  A very young child may be the first son or daughter of a King, but they are put in school, disciplined and trained just like other children who will not inherit the throne.  Until the time actually comes,  these Kings or Queens have no control over their lives…they are like servants in the house. 
Just like these children, all men are in servitude to the “elemental things of the world.”   This verse is describing THE PIVITOL POINT in human history when God fulfilled the law of Moses by sending His own Son into the world to redeem sinners.  BUT,  there is a sense in which all men are held in servitude [like servant children rather than heirs] even today.  Religion and much of our culture, keeps men from freedom by means of  the “elemental things of this world.”  The Galatian believer, like us today, were drawn back to those “elemental things.”  What are those things?  How are we held by them?  Can we escape?  The answers to these and other questions like them are found in our Scripture. .  It begins with this  real life illustration we just discussed and then answers the following questions:  
· What keeps men in Servitude [3]
· When did God provide freedom from Servitude [4]

· Who delivers men from their Servitude [5]

· How will we know we are freed from Servitude [6]
· Why does God deliver us from Servitude [7]
Galatians 4:3-7  3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

What keeps men in Servitude? [3]

Galatians 4:3   3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.

While we were children:  The word “child” describes an infant.  One who does not reason or think for themselves.  We are like children in the above illustration.  Although we possess great spiritual wealth we are living like servants or slaves who must be told everything.  But,  we have been told how to live by another and not by God Himself.  We are products of religion, tradition, fear, failure, peer pressure and the like.  Infants do not feed themselves, think for themselves or decide for themselves.  God says that we are like that until Christ delivers us…but sadly many slip back into it after they come to Christ. 
The Galatians were not unbelievers.  They had received Christ by faith and had received the Spirit of God as their gift, but found it preferable to depend on outward works rather than the inward fruit of the Spirit of God to live their Christian life.  
Galatians 3:2-3  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?

But, Paul and God see them as infant heirs, who have not claimed the spiritual wealth that Christ provided for them at the Cross.  Paul describes a small portion of it:   
Ephesians 1:3-9  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him

They have been deceived just as many believers have today, into returning to the very Servitude God has delivered them from.  Instead of daily awe and joy over our standing as beloved, chosen, predestined children of grace….we live in fear of our own failures  or pride in our own successes just like we did before we ever even knew Christ.  God lavished love and freedom on you my brother and sister…why would you live as a slave?
Held in bondage:  This is a form of the word for slave.  It means that although we are children we are living like slaves.  And it is not slavery to sin as we are usually taught.  It is a servitude to self-effort and legalistic performance in an effort to perfect ourselves.  Many children of God have returned to their infancy because of the lies of legalism and self-perfection.  This error is seen clearly in works of the law and manmade rule-keeping.  
Galatians 4:19   19 My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you--

Under the elemental things of the world:  The Greek word used here describes the first letters of the alphabet.  We could translate this the “A, B, C’s of the World. ” God uses this term elsewhere in the Scripture to describe something that is foundational to the world’s way of thinking….in other words….worldly.  
Colossians 2:8  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Colossians 2:16-18  6 Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day--  17 things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.  18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize ……..

…….Colossians 2:20-23  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

Galatians 4:9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again?

So…what is it that keeps all men from freedom?  It is the slavish belief in some sort of self-righteousness.  We are good…or at least good enough for God and heaven.  Most men believe this with all their heart and that is why they spurn the Cross and persecute and hate its preachers.  The word of the Cross says that no men are good.  That nothing you do now, have done or ever will do will merit God’s acceptance. It is Christ Alone!
When we become children of God through faith, God delivers us from the elemental principles of this world.  But, believers return quickly to what is comfortable to them.  Our minds go naturally to the thought that God loves us more when we are good.  Now say this with me once and tell me if it does not seem true to you:  “God loves me more when I am good.”  Now…this is what the Bible says:
Romans 5:7-8  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
1 John 4:10-11   10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

The elemental things or principles of this world deny this truth.  When we believe that our standing with God after salvation depends on our works we have returned like the Galatians to the bondage of these “A, B, C’s of the world’s thinking.   
When did God Provide Freedom from Servitude? [4]

Galatians 4:4a   4 But when the fullness of the time came, 
The fullness of the time: At just the right time.  At the time decided on.  At the precise, perfect time.  Not too soon.  Not too late.  According to the plans of God and not men.  
After God had fulfilled or filled full, every single minute prophecy, purpose and symbol…Christ came into the world.  This is what Christ meant when He said, 
Matthew 5:17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
Who delivers men from their Servitude? [5]

Galatians 4:4a-5   God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
God sent forth His Son:  Jesus was the Son of God.  He was His only Son in this sense.  He was God the Son, the second member of the Trinity.  He was the Creator, The Word, The Sustainer of the Universe. God the Father, in love, sent Him to redeem you. 
Born of a woman:  He was virgin conceived.  He inherited none of the debt of Adam that you and I have.  This is our status, but it was not Christ’s.  He was born without the intervention of a male father who would pass on the fallen nature of men.  Instead, God the Father through the work of the Holy Spirit 
Romans 5:12-13  2 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--  13 for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.

Born under the Law:  He was subject to the same condemnation of the law that came upon every other man.  The Difference???  Jesus never sinned.  The law that condemns sinners did not and could not condemn Christ, because He is altogether righteous and without sin. 
Hebrews 4:15-16  15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

1 John 3:5   5 You know that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin.
So that He might redeem those who were under the Law: We were all condemned and sold into the slavery of sin by the righteous judgment of the law.  All men are on death row.  God likens it to a slave market where men and women are chained and hopeless.  They have no power to deliver themselves and then cannot escape.  
Into this scene comes our redeemer.  “What is the price for this man or woman?”,  he calls to the slaveholder.  “I will never take less than full payment,” he replies.  “The life of another.  One to take their place and pay the full slaves price.”  “Agreed,” said Christ and gave His own life as the sinless offering for our sinful one.  
Galatians 3:13  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "—

1 Peter 1:18-20  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you

How will we know we are freed from Servitude? [6]

Galatians 4:6  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
Because you are sons:  This is the reason for what is about to be said.  
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!":  Part of what God has done for you….the list is huge…is to testify to your heart.  Now stop and think about what is being said here.  We are earthly and physical.  God has asked us to trust His Word, His Character and His Promise to save us apart from anything that we can ever do.  In other words…By Grace, through Faith.  
Ephesians 2:8-9  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Titus 3:4-7  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

It is an extreme mercy that He should also send the Holy Spirit into our hearts to witness to us.  We are accustomed to being told that we should witness for God…but let this soak in…God witnesses to us.  

Romans 8:14-17  14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
How then will we know that we are delivered eternally and definitively from our bondage.  God sends the Holy Spirit to testify to us.  To convince us.  To comfort us and assure us and to enable us and to love us and to transform us and to produce works in us that only God could ever, ever produce.  We are a miracle of God.  We are HIS Workmanship. 
Why are we delivered from Servitude? [7]
Galatians 4:7   7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

You are no longer a slave, but a son:  God bought us to be His sons. Members of His family and not just servants.  It is a superior standing with rights that slaves do not have. 
Ephesians 2:18-19  18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
If a son, then an heir through God:  We are not just children but heirs.  Written into the will and destined to receive the inheritance.  Would you like to know what it is?  If you are thinking Gold and Jewels then your sights are set way low.  
· God  tells us that we inherit what Christ inherits.  

Romans 8:16-17  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

This is because we have thrown in our lot with Jesus Christ?  When someone dies you have to “own” the family tie, acknowledge the family name.  Christ owns us because He bought us but we own Christ too. What the world thinks of Christ it thinks of us.  When He is revealed in His true nature and beauty then so will we. We are united to our Savior. 

· God  tells us why we will inherit.
I Peter 1:3  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  

We inherit what Christ inherits because God has caused us to be born [given us life] into the same eternal life and hope that Christ Jesus possesses in His Resurrection Glory.  Again, what Christ has we have.  We have it through union with Jesus Christ and not through merit.  

· God  tells us the nature of the inheritance  Turn to these verses….  

1 Peter 1:4 …it is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
William MacDonald says,  “it is death-proof, sin-proof, and time-proof.”  
Imperishable: You won’t lose it when you die because we live with Christ.  
Undefiled: You won’t loose it when you sin because it is not able to be defiled. 
Will not fade away: You won’t lose it if Christ delays His coming because it is decay and inflation proof.  
What could it possibly be?  If it is unable to die, unable to be defiled and unable to be changed by time…then it is God Himself.  

God Himself is the greatest treasure of all men.  Our eternal inheritance is God.  We will be with Him.  We will behold His Beauty.  We will experience His love for us.  We will know Him more fully throughout eternity. We will enter into His Joy fully. 
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  This world is a fallen world.  Apart from Christ it thinks and acts in lockstep.  The details change but the principles never do.  Pagan spirit worshipers have certain things that they do to appease the spirits.  They believe that these things will keep them in good standing.  Religions from one end of the earth to the other put forth a variety of rules or rituals that they say will make you good in the eyes of God.  Atheists appeal to their own morality as proof that they do not need God.  They too, act exactly according to the elemental principles of this world.  
At the Cross, Christ cancelled all works, all religion, all education, and all self-improvement.  He declared that nothing that men have ever done or will ever do will free them from the condemnation of God’s just law.  So,  God sent His own Son into the world to do for you what they cannot do for yourself.  
Ask for a verdict:  God is calling you to live like this is true today. Those desires you have to love God more and to be more like Him in your heart….God Put Those There!  They are His family seal.  The bond of Father and Child. This Grace driven freedom begins now.  Live in the knowledge of your standing as loved, redeemed and adopted by Jesus.  Say no to the works that fight against our standing as children of God.  

Galatians 4:4-7  4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.  
Jesus came into the world without sin

Jesus came into the world to buy us from the slavery to sin

Jesus came into the world to make us Sons of the Living God 

Jesus came into the world to make us Heirs of God.
SO WHAT?: Your shortcomings and failures are all known to God.  You can never hide them and you cannot make them go away.  Please know this… God knew every sin you would ever commit and every moral or character weakness you would ever have…and yet…He loved you anyway.  Ours status is “IN GRACE.”  It is not in works.  We are God’s children because He wanted us and not because we wanted Him.  Surely we can understand the analogy that God uses of Children.  It was our parents who gave us our physical life without our help… This is why we are in awe of our Spiritual life. 
1 John 3:1-3  See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
PAGE  
8

