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Introduction:

Freedom is sometimes difficult to define.  In fact,  five people are likely to give you five different definitions.  To an addict it is the power , which he does not have, to say no.   To a prisoner it is the right, which he does not have, to go and come as he pleases.   To the debtor it is the money, which he does not have, to pay his debts.   To the student it is the receipt of their diploma…which they do not have.  To a child it is the privilege, which they do not have, to make their own decisions in life. 
Freedom involves getting something that we do not presently have, but greatly desire.  It is in this sense that we can say that men and women, apart from Christ, are not “free” in this world.  Satisfaction escapes us.  There is a gnawing sense that we do not have what we need, we have not become what we should be, and we have not discovered what we should know.  We expect that men without God should struggle with these issues, but how is it that professing Christians are often beset with the same sense of ‘bondage?’  

Galatians 5:1  It was for freedom that Christ set us free;

How then, has Christ freed us?  What is the nature of our freedom?  And why are we still dissatisfied, unfulfilled and confused about the purpose and meaning of our lives?  God answers those questions in our text today.  While true that men are sinners by nature, it may surprise you to learn that God Himself is the one who has imprisoned us all.  In the Bible God has laid down an impossible measure of righteousness.  No fallen human being can ever meet God’s perfect righteousness.  BUT, without the Bible men would imagine themselves good…or at least good enough.  We do this by ignoring our faults and magnifying our perceived virtues.  And….most importantly, by comparing ourselves to others who are less virtuous than we.  That is how WE find justification.  God justifies, on the other hand, apart from anything that any man ever does.  
Galatians 3:22-29  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.

Here are Five Extraordinary Purposes of the Gospel. 
· The Gospel keeps the Promise of God to save us from our just condemnation. [22-23]

· The Gospel grants us full understanding of God’s Salvation [24-25]

· The Gospel makes us Sons and Daughters of the Living God [26]

· The Gospel unites our life with Christ’s sinless life [27]

· The Gospel destroys all the prejudices of sinful men by making us Christ’s possession and inheritors of the promise of God.  [28-29]

The Gospel keeps the Promise of God to save us from our just condemnation. [22-23]

Galatians 3:22   22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin: When Scripture says we are “no longer under the law” it does not mean that we can sin with impunity.  Here God Himself changes the terminology from “The Law” to “The Scripture” and we are under the Scriptures.  It is never legalism to obey God.  The problem is that we cannot obey God.  We need redeeming and then we need empowering… by the same Grace and Holy Spirit that saved us in the beginning.  The Scripture gives men only one place to turn. 
So that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given:  There is no “earning” of anything with God.  God is the giver of life, the giver of wealth, the giver of children, the giver of faith and redemption.  Men and women may not attain it by any other means.  God has rejected all appeals to nationality, race, language, religion and good works.  He concludes….and rightly so that….
Romans 3:9-12  both Jews and Greeks [Gentiles] are all under sin;  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;  12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."
Given to those who believe:  The Gospel contains the worst possible news a man or woman can hear.  You are condemned, lost, hopeless, convicted without possibility of appeal, and sentenced.  You cannot make restitution because you are incapable of it. It is given by a promise and the promise is embraced by faith and not by any works.  Men cannot boast before the Cross.  The Promise is entirely the work of Christ. 
Ezekiel 18:4 "Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine. The soul who sins will die.

This is the verdict of The Scripture.  The highest judge on the highest court in the universe has sentenced you to eternal death….but…the True Gospel is this…Although we are worthy of death and God has already passed judgment on us as sinners, Jesus Christ offered Himself to the Eternal Judge of Creation as the payment for our sin.  Eternal life is therefore GIVEN.  Heaven is GIVEN.  Hope, joy, purpose, fulfillment….life itself is GIVEN.  To those who believe…it is GIVEN.  Believe means to trust…to entrust your life to the character and loving sacrifice of Jesus Christ. He is the Holy Son of God.  He alone is without sin and therefore able to save you.  He is full of love and compassion and is therefore willing to save you. Jesus is the Promise of God to Save Men.  Therefore, add nothing to the Cross,  trust nothing, but the Cross and proclaim only the Cross!  
The Gospel grants us full understanding of God’s Salvation [24-25]

Galatians 3:24-25  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
The Law has become our tutor:   The Scripture [as God calls it in verse 22] or the Law [as He calls it here] was our teacher for the purpose of leading us to Christ. And what was it teaching us?  Answer:  That we are sinful and condemned and we will stand before the righteous God of Creation in judgment.  This is why it is forbidden in godless cultures.  
Romans 3:19-20  9 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

To lead us to Christ: If man can do nothing to justify Himself, then He must come to Christ.  If He will not, he must account for every sin of his life before God.  The Scripture says this repeatedly.  Sadly many never get this point.  What they hear instead is moralizing.  Be Good.  Be better than you are.  Be better than your neighbor or co-workers.  Be religious, do good works.  Balance your sin with your own self produced righteousness.  God intended the Scripture to lead you to the foot of the Cross.  Will you go there and receive free, unmerited washing of your sins?  
So that we may be justified by faith:  Justification has one requirement. It is trust in Christ alone.  Trust nothing else…God the Judge of Creation trusts only the work of Christ on the Cross.   Only the Son can save you.  The Gospel strips away all childish misconceptions of being good.  NO! We are not good…but we are loved and loved in our fallen sinful condition. 
Colossians 1:13-17  13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

This is the Christ that we trust for our Salvation.  He is no mere man.  No religious teacher or founder.  He is the Glorious Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. Consider again who it was who died to rescue you from judgment. 
The Gospel makes us Sons and Daughters of the Living God [26]

Galatians 3:26   26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
The Gospel takes a orphan,  a street urchin, and makes him or her a son or daughter of the God of Creation.  From our point of view we might be more like the Centurion who said, 
Luke 7:6  "Lord, do not trouble Yourself further, for I am not worthy for You to come under my roof;
And, indeed we are not worthy, but Christ has lifted us from the hopeless streets of sin and brought us under HIS roof.  The Gospel….the good news of Christ your Savior….flows to the least worthy, the most hopeless…it flows to us.  Most amazingly it comes solely because of the promise of God.  It is one sided in nature.  It does not depend on us, but on the reliability and character of our God and Savior Jesus. Through faith we are the “Children of Promise.”
Romans 9:8   it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants. So….
· The Gospel keeps the Promise of God to save us from our just condemnation. [22-23]

· The Gospel gives us full understanding of God’s Salvation [24-25]

· The Gospel makes us Sons and Daughters of the Living God [26]

and
The Gospel unites our life with Christ’s sinless life [27]

Galatians 3:27  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

All of you who were baptized into Christ:  This does not say ‘baptized into water.’  It says baptized into Christ and that makes it a spiritual union with Christ and not a physical union with water.  Oneness with Christ is the hallmark of all Christ’s Children. Water Baptism is the outward symbol of that inward reality. 
Union with Christ is the bedrock of our standing and fellowship with Christ.  It is the source of all spiritual experience and blessing and is not accomplished by anything that we do.  It’s totality is clearly seen in Ephesians One, where it is mentioned 11 times in 13 verses.  Paul uses the phrase “in Christ” repeatedly to describe this concept.  Because we are placed into a vital, life giving union with Christ at Salvation...all these things happen.

Ephesians 1:1-13  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight  9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him  11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  

We are “in Christ,” but Christ is also “in us.”  This is extreme union…it is an intimacy with God that was lost at the fall.  It is our hope of glory.  

Colossians 1:27  27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

Ill:  Air is in us, but we are also in it.    
Ill: Marriage is the merging of two lives.  God calls it one flesh.  What happens to your wife happens to you.  What hurts her hurts you.  What comes upon you financially comes upon her.  You are united.  

Have clothed yourselves with Christ: We have, because of this union, “put on Christ.”  Union gives what Christ has [sonship] and makes us what Christ is [righteous] It is not just theoretical.  God transfers the sinless righteousness of Jesus Christ to us as surely as He transferred our sinful unrighteousness to my Jesus. 
2 Corinthians 5:21   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

The Gospel destroys all the prejudices of sinful men by making us Christ’s possession and inheritors of the promise of God.  [28-29]

Galatians 3:28-29   28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.
These are groups of people who have irreconcilable issues with one another.   
Jews nor Greek:  Greek here simply means everyone who is not a Jew.  We could also translate it “gentile.”   There is no love loss between these people groups.  Tune into the news when you get home to illustrate this point.  

Slave or free:  One rules over the other.  In our society it might be labor and management.  There is constant tension and little affection between these groups of people.  
Male nor female:  This tension has existed since Genesis three.  We cannot live with each other and we cannot live without one another.  
You are all one in Christ Jesus:  This does not say that we are all the same or that we loose our identity and God given roles when we are joined to Christ.  Males remain male, Jews remain Jews, females remain female. What God has to say about all of these groups is not nullified by this verse as you may have heard suggested.  What it does mean is defined by this context.  Here is the verse in its context: 
Galatians 3:27-29  27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.

Jews, females, gentiles, slaves, masters, and males who have become united to Christ through faith alone have all put on Christ’s righteousness….and if you belong to Christ then you are all Abraham’s descendents because you are the ones…all of you regardless of category….you are the ones, who inherit the promise of God’s justification in Christ.  
CONCLUSION

Finally: God Himself has painted man into a corner. Men in their pride and arrogance consider themselves good…or at least good enough.  I have had men and women tell me to my face [referring to their own goodness] that God could “take it or leave it.”  Their clear implication is that they expected Him to take it and I was totally out of line for suggesting that they needed Christ to bear their sin and give them His righteousness.  

The Scripture condemns you and it always has.  The Law of God specifically condemns you and Galatians tells us that God intended it to condemn you.  He never intended it to justify, but to imprison our spirits by condemning our sinfulness.   Men must turn their hearts to God and not their religion.  We must renounce our own righteousness and good works and embrace Christ’s in their place.  Not add Christ’s to ours…No, this is not the Gospel.  We trust only Jesus Christ for our lives now and in Eternity to come.   
Jesus actually accomplished what the Law only hinted at.  Even the ritual sacrifices of the law were just shadows of that real thing that cast the shadow.  God gave the Law to lead us to the conclusion that only Christ could save.  If you have mistakenly believed that you could get to heaven by doing good or by shunning evil…the Scripture …The Bible says you cannot.  God says you cannot.  God says that salvation is His gift to fallen men.  It is the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  He gave it as a promise.  

The Promise comes to you through spiritual union with Christ when you renounce your own efforts and trust Christ’s efforts on your behalf.  Then, we are in Christ and He is in us.  We are joined so that when God thinks about you and your worthiness to be His child, He cannot see you apart from Christ Jesus and His worthiness to be His Child.  Listen to how the Father feels about Jesus the Son.  

Matthew 3:16 - 4:1  6 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him,  17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 
You are therefore sons and daughters of the Living God through faith in Christ.  Instead of your own sense of worth, embrace Christ’s.  As Children of God we grow to be more godly and more Christlike as we live in union with Jesus, but this too is the doing of our Savior through the work of the Holy Spirit.  
Salvation in Christ is apart from all human effort.  Christ makes humans everywhere His children.  We who have trusted Him, have been: Clothed with Christ’s righteousness,  Washed in Christ’s Blood,  Become Christ’s Children and Inherited Christ’s Promise of Salvation through faith alone.  God’s people have always known that they could not justify themselves.  It is plastered across the pages of the Old as well as the New Testament. God is a merciful and loving God. He began to turn the light on this aspect of His nature even in the Garden where He did not kill Adam and Eve but clothed them instead.  It finally reached its full brilliance at the Cross…where the God of Creation actually took the sins of His creatures on Himself in order to demonstrate His love and to save them.   Let me close with the words of  The Psalmist:   
Psalm 130:1-8  Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD.  2 Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.  3 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  4 But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.  5 I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, and in His Word do I hope.  6 My soul waits for the Lord more than the watchmen for the morning; Indeed, more than the watchmen for the morning.  7 O Israel, hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is lovingkindness, And with Him is abundant redemption.  8 And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
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