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How binding is our word?  When we say, for instance, “I will pray for you,” do we feel a definite obligation to do so?  Or, as we often say, “We should get together sometime” or “We should have you over,” do we feel any sense of guilt that we seldom ever do it?   
If, however, you agree with a neighbor to purchase a piece of land from him and you further agree to pay a certain sum of money each month for a set period of time…do you feel obligated to actually do that?  Yes…because we would have signed a contract and one cannot just set aside the provisions of a contract as easily as we would the other things that we PROMISE to do, like pray for someone or fellowship with them.  
Now my purpose here is not to get you to feel guilty about not praying for someone or for not showing hospitality, but to illustrate the obvious.  A promise is a kind of contract between two people.  A word spoken affirming our desire and intention of doing something is a promise.  Webster says this about a promise:  “it is a declaration that one will do or refrain from doing something”  That would be our first illustration…where we say that we will pray or have someone over for fellowship. 

A promise is also, according to the dictionary, “a legally binding declaration that gives the person to whom it is made a right to expect or to claim the performance of a specified action”  That would be an example of our second illustration. 
Everyone expect a written human contract to be honored, but they do not have the same expectation for a verbal promise.  God makes promises too only His are charged with the power of His own Word.  Turn to Galatians 3:15 and we will read our text for today.   

Galatians 3:15-21   15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.  16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ.  17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.  18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.  19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.  20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.  21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.

God has made a certain promise that the Bible discusses here.  It was originally given to Abraham, but effects all generations.  God’s Word here presents:: 
· The Analogy of the Promise [15]

· The Object of the Promise [16]

· The Blessings of the Promise [17-18]

· The Priority of  the Promise [19-21]

The Analogy of the Promise [15]

Galatians 3:15   15 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.

I speak in terms of human relations:  This is an illustration of a divine truth using something we all understand.  The contract between two parties.  

When it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it:  For us ratification occurs when we sign it in the presence of a witness of some sort.  Once that is done one person or the other may not then just start adding provisions or ignoring others.  It stands “as ratified.”  If either party dare change it unilaterally it will end up before a judge and there will be a judgment made against someone. 
Men consider their word pretty much meaningless these days.  They say things they do not mean because they have become accustomed to meaningless promises. If you feel convicted about this…you probably should strive to be more Christlike in that area.  Learn to say what you mean.  “I will do my best to remember to pray for you this week”  or “let me pray with you right now.” 
As far as God’s promise is concerned, we are to consider it as binding on men as any human covenant.  It is embarrassing that men consider God’s Word less compelling than a contract made between two human parties.   So…what is the promise of God that is in view here?  To whom was it given?  What was it about?  To whom does it apply today?   
The Object of the Promise [16]

Galatians 3:16  16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ.

The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed:  God’s promises to Abraham were given long before God gave the law to Moses.  By giving these promises unilaterally to Abraham he left works and performance out of the issue entirely.  

Genesis 22:17-18  I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many:  The word seed is a collective noun.  We use it in the singular to speak of a group of single things.  Like fish or sheep.  BUT, here we have a prime example of How God’s Word explains God’s Word.  The New Testament is the explainer of the Old and it is also absolutely inspired.  This is not a question of Paul’s opinion of what God meant when He made this promise to Abraham.  It is God explaining what He meant by it and what He means today.  
But rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ:  Jesus Christ is THE SEED…the singular seed of Abraham through whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  This is God’s explanation of what He said.   Yes, God did multiply Abraham’s offspring and create the nation of Israel through the line of Isaac and Jacob.  Yes, they shall in the kingdom of God, “possess the gate of their enemies”….But God was specifically referring to Jesus who would be the Christ when He said,  "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”   Jesus Christ is the sole source of blessing to the nations of the Earth.  You have God’s Word on it!  The object of this particular promise was not Israel even though they were the channel of it.  It was and still is Jesus Christ.  He is the hope of all men.  
1 Timothy 4:9-10   9 It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.  10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.
There is one last meaning for the word “Promise:”  “Something that is Promised.”   God made the Promise.  Abraham was the initial recipient of it.  Israel was the channel through which it would be fulfilled, but the Promise was Jesus Christ our Savior.  
A promises is only as good as the person who makes it.  That is why we have contracts, lawyers, notaries and judges….because we know that we cannot trust men to do what they say.  This Covenant or Promise was put into effect by God Himself.  It is ratified by God Himself and it is kept by God Himself apart from all human effort, righteousness or failure.  It is God’s to keep and He has kept it. 
Hebrews 6:13-20  when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,  14 saying, "I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU."  15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.  16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute.  17 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath,  18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.  19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,  20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
The Blessings of the Promise [17-18]

Galatians 3:17-18  17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.  18 For if the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.

The Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God: God is about to explain to us, the relationship of the Law of Moses to your Christian life.  Have you ever wondered about it?  Have you struggled to understand what the purpose of the law was?  Were the Old Testament believers justified by keeping it?  How can anyone say that we do not have to keep the ten commandments?  And if we do keep them to be in right standing with God…how perfectly do you have to keep them?  Now, God has just answered that last question in the previous verses.  If you have a system of justification that includes the works of the Law you have to be precisely perfect in your keeping of them.  The slightest mistake, ever,  will bring a curse on you from God. 

Galatians 3:10  10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."

If the inheritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise:  God says that if righteousness comes to men through law-keeping then it has nothing to do with His promise.  It would not matter what He had promised or that He had kept His promise.  Men could simply get a copy of the ten commandments, memorize them and then keep every one of them perfectly.  They would not need Christ.  In fact the thought that God would give His own innocent Son as the sacrifice for their sins is repugnant to them.  They are self-righteous and not in need of the righteousness of another…even if it is Jesus Christ. 
God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise:  God gave His Promise to Abraham.  It was His Word Alone.  This concept is still enshrined in the term “Sola Scriptura”  The Scripture Alone.  God’s Word is not only absolutely truthful as Hebrews so beautifully told us above,  it is also absolutely powerful.  

2 Peter 3:5-8  by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 

There is something else vital here as well.  God’s Promise is the sole reason for the redemption of men.  It is the sole cause of salvation and the sole path back to God.  That Promise was Jesus Christ.  No works of men whatsoever will justify men in the sight of God….only the Work of Christ Jesus on the Cross.  No ritual will ever cause Christ’s Cross Work to be applied to sinners.  No communion service, no church membership, no baptism, no catechism.  Only faith which means trust….total confidence in Jesus Christ who died in your place, for your sins, and in fulfillment of the promise of God made to Abraham.  God has granted Salvation to men by means of a promise.  
The Priority of  the Promise [19-21]

Galatians 3:19-21  19 Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions, having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made.  20 Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one.  21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.

Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions:  The Law was an add on,  an addition to the Promise that God made.  It was added because the hearts of men were growing calloused and cold toward God, while at the same time imagining themselves perfectly OK.  Men do this today.  That is exactly why it is still right and correct to tell men that God forbids them to lie.  They may not commit adultery or dishonor their parents. It is still true that men are inclined to worship things rather than The Living God…idolatry is still forbidden by God.   
Most people consider themselves good persons…. good enough for God and heaven.  The Law said, “this is not so.” But, we don’t have to go back to the Law to know this.  Jesus came revealing the righteousness of God.  He was the promise fulfilled.  He was that righteousness and He declared that it could never be possessed by law-keeping.  It was a heart problem.  A problem with the very nature of all men and women.  
Matthew 15:19 "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.

Men are not lost and evil because they do not keep the law, they are that way because their hearts are hopelessly separated from God.  Nothing external can fix the heart…it can only hide the heart.  The law is used by God to reveal the heart.  The more wicked men’s hearts became the more need there was to confront them with it.  The wicked stony heart of man always imagines itself to be righteous. 
Jeremiah 17:9-10   "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?  10 "I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.
Until the seed would come to whom the promise had been made:  One of the strongest possible New Testament assertions that the Law is fulfilled in Christ.  The Law was added to the promise UNTIL Christ came.  Christ was the fulfillment of the Law in countless ways.  That is a study all of its own.  Jesus Himself said, 
Matthew 5:17  17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.

Ordained through angels:  Ordained here means, “put into effect” or “caused to happen” There were angels around God on Mount Sinai and they had something to do with the revealing of the law to a mediator.  
Deuteronomy 33:2 He said, "The LORD came from Sinai, And dawned on them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran, And He came from the midst of ten thousand holy ones; At His right hand there was flashing lightning for them.
Psalm 68:17  17 The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands; The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness.
By the agency of a mediator: That mediator was Moses.  He was the mediator of the Old Covenant of the Law and Christ the Mediator AND fulfillment of the New Covenant based on the promise of God. 
Hebrews 8:5-6  Moses was warned by God when he was about to erect the tabernacle; for, "SEE," He says, "THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN."  6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.

Now a mediator is not for one party only;: This is the explanation and the closing argument.  God mediated with men through Moses at Sinai when He gave the law.  They had a part to play.  They were to obey every detail of the Law.  There were consequences if they did not.  They would be under a curse.  
Whereas God is only one: But the promise involves only God.  Men are left out of the loop on this because if they are included it will fail like the Old failed.  Any participation by men will doom the enterprise to failure.  This is why God gave it by a promise and not as a conditional agreement between Himself and Abraham.  The Law came in to keep order and reveal the heart of men.  It put their sins in writing…if you please.  Jeremiah spoke of how God Himself would act alone to save His wayward people. 

Jeremiah 31:31-33  31 "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.
And when the people had totally failed to obey God and ended up in bondage in Babylon God spoke to them again and renewed His Promise.  Listen to the tender mercy of the God they had spurned, disobeyed and even hated. 

Ezekiel 36:24-27  24 "For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land.  25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

CONCLUSION

Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be!:  The Law was added to the Promise for a specific purpose.  It revealed the already existing hopelessness of men.  It judged objectively all men guilty before God so that when He acted to save them all glory….not some glory…..not even most glory…..BUT all glory, credit, praise and exaltation would God to Christ Alone. 
If a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law:  Every advantage was given to the hearers of the Law.  There was the Old Testament.  There was the Prophets who continually warned and admonished.  There were the sacrifices to daily remind them of their sin.  There was the Temple where God would meet with the High Priest and the Priest would make an atonement for the sins of the nation.  Righteousness never came through these means.  When God the Son appeared in Israel they killed Him like a common criminal and in the vilest of ways.  
God accepts none of the works of men.  To prove this He gave the most extensive and perfect revelation of His righteous character to men and told them to keep it or be judged.  Men were just as hopeless before the law but they did not know it. 
You can never be good enough for God, but Jesus is.  You are invited to believe Him.  This is the ultimate meaning of Faith.  God gave a promise to Abraham that through the life of one solitary man…Jesus Christ….He would reconcile all who believed the Promise.  This is as true for you today Christians as it was the day you believed.  Your walk, your thoughts, your heart….oh yes….Your Heart must be washed and renewed by the Spirit of God.  This then is the Extraordinary Promise of the Gospel.  

Titus 3:5-6   5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
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