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Introduction:

Why are we so independent of God?  I mean, why do we return to the idea of  “working for God” or “getting in His good graces.”  Why is it always about something we are doing or not doing for God?  Do we pray enough?  Have we participated in enough activities?  Do we witness enough, read our Bible enough, pray enough, give enough, love enough, forgive enough, have patience enough, hope enough, have joy enough, patience enough, longsuffering enough or self-control enough?  
How will we ever answer these questions?  The very fact that we ask them reveals that we are caught in the Galatian trap. Such thinking is intrinsic to human nature.  We practice it in many ways totally apart from a religious context.  Here are a few examples:
How much money in the bank do you need to be financially secure.  Experts will give us a figure but,  I know many, many people who have that amount and feel no sense of security.  No peace or hope for the future.  Not only that, but billions are wiped out as easily as hundreds….it is just a matter of zeros.  Most men and women feel that if they just had a little more they would be secure…but how much is enough…how much more will make us secure?
How many possession do you need to be comfortable and happy?  How big does the TV need to be to be “big enough?”  Or the house or the van?  There is always a faster computer, a more realistically perfect music player or a more desirable clothing maker.  How much of anything is enough to satisfy?
How good do we have to be to be “good people.”  Is giving 10 dollars to the bell ringer enough to make you generous or does it need to be 20?  What if you know someone who gives 50 and another that never gives a dime?  

And this brings us back to our question this morning.  How righteous do you have to be to be righteous enough for God?  The Galatians had fallen for an age old trap.  They were creating their own standard by comparing themselves with other people.  This is the trap of self-justification and it is a dangerous one indeed.  
Can WE be in this trap?  YES.  But, we believe in salvation through faith alone….isn’t that the issue in Galatians? Weren’t they trying to be justified by the law?  We do not believe in justification by the law?  This is the common understanding of these chapters, but that is not what was actually going on there.  In fact, these Galatians also had received Christ by faith alone.  There problem is almost identical to that of 21st century believers.  They were trying to live the Christian life by a different means than they had entered it.  They became Christians by trusting Christ and not works, but were trying to be perfected or sanctified by the works of the men.  Paul alternately calls these “the works of the law” and the “works of the flesh”  Shockingly, both phrases describe the exact same human tendency: The tendency to be independent of God in this life. 

Galatians 3:3   3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  
So the Scripture takes on this prideful tendency of the heart, head on.  In our text today we will see that men cannot do enough to perfect their own Christian lives.  It is going to have to be done by God.  It is critical that we do not begin with faith and then revert to legalism in an effort to be like Christ.  It is true that God calls you to a changed and Christlike life, but it will not be by your own doing.  The Galatians began in the spirit just like most of you, but have now switched to the flesh.  They have embraced “the rules” as the means to please God.  They have taken their eyes off of Christ and the Cross and have placed them on the world.  What will ever be enough for God.  My friends…..Only Christ is enough.  He is enough for God.  You were taken in by Him and redeemed by Him when you were performing NO GOOD WORKS.  Do not fool yourselves now into thinking that the ground rules have changed.  Behold the Sufficient Jesus of the Cross.  He is enough for God and may The Holy Spirit so work that He would be enough for you as well.  Let’s read our Scripture now: 
Galatians 3:10-14  10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."  11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--  14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Here God speaks of: 
· The Hopeless Curse of Self-Justification by Works   [10-12]

· The Hope Filled Blessing of Justification in Christ Alone  [13-14]

The Hopeless Curse of Self-Justification by Works   [10-12]

Galatians 3:10-12   10 For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."  11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  12 However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."

“CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM.:”   The curse of the law comes with one minuscule violation.  One transgression of the Law is enough to keep us out of heaven.  Why is God so exacting with this standard?  In our age of relativity and laxity, it seems so …”legalistic.”  Well that is exactly the point.  Men and women want something to do.  A law to keep or a program to follow or a certain number of rituals or activities to perform in order to achieve standing with God, but God shatters this thinking right here.  The Galatians did receive Christ through faith. They too were given the Holy Spirit at the same time.  But, by means of law keeping they were going on without the Spirit.  The law cannot change a heart.  God seeks your heart.  
How will we ever know when we have done enough to be a good Christian?  What standard does God set for us?  Is it possible that we are striving after the wind?  How good is good enough for God?  

Most Christians answer this apart from the Scripture.   Some believe that “so called faith” exempts them from all the demands of Christlikeness.  This is why divorce is rampant, immorality, hatred, lying, backbiting and slander, are all rampant in churches.  

Others fall back on the old human tendency to compare ourselves with others.  If we are just better than someone, God will be pleased.  Both are Scriptural fallacies.  God does call His children to a holy life…but through the work of the Holy Spirit and not legalism.  And, God is totally unimpressed with all the righteous behaviors of men.  
Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident: It should be evident to those who listen carefully to what God says about it.  
Romans 3:19-20  19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
Isaiah 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

"THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH:"  God is pleased with Christ Alone. And we have been joined, through union, to Him.   Only Christ Jesus is enough for God.  Only The Cross will ever satisfy God and only the Holy Spirit will ever produce righteous fruit that pleases Him.  The verses we just read, speak of things men do apart from the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  BUT…When the Spirit acts in our hearts….God IS pleased with those works because they are producing fruit from God that reveals the glory of God in Creation.  
Romans 14:17-18   17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  18 For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.

Galatians 5:5-6  5 For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.  6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.

God HAS called you to do good works, but it is the fruit of righteousness in your Christian life.  “Fruit Bearing” is far different than what most Christians do.  We can no more bear fruit apart from the work of the Holy Spirit than a light bulb left in its package can produce light. We need power. We must be rooted and grounded in the knowledge of Grace. Our daily thought must be “what is God doing for us and not, what we are doing for Him.  It is, in short,  Holy Spirit produced.  It is to be sought with total dependence and an abject sense of our sinful and fallen nature.  

Psalm 34:4-15  4 I sought the LORD, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears.  5 They looked to Him and were radiant, And their faces will never be ashamed.  6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him And saved him out of all his troubles.  7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues them.  8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!  9 O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no want.  10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; But they who seek the LORD shall not be in want of any good thing.  11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit.  14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous And His ears are open to their cry.  
If human effort and righteousness is hopeless,  Christ’s effort and righteousness is overflowing with hope.  The standards of this world and even God’s own standards have cursed us.  They have condemned us for our total inability to rise to their demands.  You are completely at the mercy of God Himself.  There is no better place to be.  May God make this a reality in your heart today.  You are totally dependent on the Surpassing Grace of our Savior Jesus Christ. Those virtues you most desire…come through the Work of the Holy Spirit by faith in Christ alone.  
The Hope Filled Blessing of Justification in Christ Alone  [13-14]

Galatians 3:13-14  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--  14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law: This curse was given at the time of the law.  It set the tone for man’s relationship to the law.  It was intended to condemn men.  It was not going to ever justify any man.  
Deuteronomy 27:26 'Cursed is he who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.' And all the people shall say, 'Amen.'
Men and women are fallen.  They are incapable of returning on their own accord to the blessed state of sinlessness that they enjoyed with God before the fall.  God barred the way to the Garden of Eden to illustrate that very point.  You may not come back…EVER!   I will come and get you,  but you may not come back.  This my friends is the hopelessness of the curse.  The law only confirmed it and codified it.  Now God and all creation could point to the rules broken to demonstrate the hopelessness of men. 
Having become a curse for us:  The Law was only a curse to those who did not keep every precept of it.  There is no “close” or “good enough” with this.  It is all or nothing at all.  BUT, Jesus never fell under the curse of the law even though He was born under the law.  BECAUSE He never sinned.  

Galatians 4:4-5   4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

Romans 5:19  19 For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.

2 Corinthians 5:21  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
"CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE:”  

Deuteronomy 21:22-23  22 "If a man has committed a sin worthy of death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree,  23 his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.

God wanted the world to know that Christ was not just dying for men.  He was absorbing all the cursed, filth of their sin and shame.  He died like a vile criminal and did so without ever protesting His own innocence. “like a lamb led to the slaughter….He did not open His mouth.”   It was not enough for Jesus to only die for you….He was cursed for you.  The full wrath of God and Satan fell on Him.  Every wretched thing that could happen to a man happened to Him.  Jesus died for every possible malady of your heart.  Is He not worthy of your total love and submission.  Would you not like to be His Child…His Servant…His Image Bearer?  

Christ redeemed us:  This is what redemption means.  Christ bought you by being cursed for you.  The curse of death and shame and hell that should have rightfully been yours was absorbed fully by your blessed Savior. This is how Jesus loved you.  This is how He bought you.   And He did it knowingly and willingly and with premeditation before the foundation of the Earth was even laid.  

Ephesians 1:4-8  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 
The blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles:  God promised to bless all men through Christ.  This is how he did it.  It was through Grace and had nothing whatsoever to do with self righteousness of any type…even the righteousness of the law of God.  
So that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith:  God’s “Promise”  trumps all other things in Scripture.  It surpasses the law that He Himself gave to men.  It existed before the law and continues after the law.  It is about the Character and Nature of God.  

A promise is only as good as the promise giver.  A promise from a politician is useless.  Less than useless …it is malicious and harmful.  But a promise from our God is as good as God is good.  Christ acted apart from all religion and without regard to the worthiness of mankind, to save us from this hopeless condition.  Because of Jesus, all the Blessings of God flow through Faith Alone in Christ Alone.  Jesus Christ was and still is the promise of God to all men. 
Galatians 3:22  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

Galatians 3:29   29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.

CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  The Galatians had a significant flaw in their reasoning.  They imagined that once they had come to Christ through faith that they were then tasked with their own perfecting.  They saw the keeping of the law [the only Biblical List we have] as the means to this end. They fell into this thinking because other legalists taught them that  they had the power to keep it.  
The Bible rejects salvation according to works and it also disallows sanctification on the same grounds.  Many men and women have come to Christ through faith….only to become legalistic, proud and independent of God in their Christian Life.  The Galatians like many believers today have forsaken their first Love.  There is no righteous living for Christians, no sanctification  or Christlikeness apart from the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  This does not mean law keeping.  The Law only points out our sinful state and it serves that purpose for you brothers and sisters as well.  The law of God says we shall not steal but only the Spirit of God will cause you to want to give instead.  The Law says that we shall not commit adultery but only the Spirit will change our hearts to want to be faithful to our spouses.  
Ask for a verdict:  God is pleading with His children to not forget how their salvation came about in the first place.  It was a work of the Spirit in their lives.  God purposed to act and to save us from our sins.  He bought us by being cursed for us.  Such love and compassion is beyond comprehension.   
Have you forgotten or did you not know….You were hopeless and helpless when the Holy Spirit opened your heart through Faith to the Love and Grace of Christ.  Things have not changed for us.  We are redeemed fallen sinners.  We are still in need of the same grace we received when we were first saved.  
Galatians 3:1-3  You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
They should know and feel what God demand of them:  If you have never had surpassing and overwhelming love for Christ perhaps it is because you have mistakenly believed that people are Christians because of the way they act or because of the church to which they belong.  You need to see your glorious Savior who stepped in the path of your punishment….because He loved you.  Give your heart to Christ not your outward behavior. 
Christian, God does want you to live for Him, but because you love Him.  If you do not love Him as you once did then here is really good news….The Holy Spirit is the source of that love today just as He was on the day of your salvation. [Gal. 5:22]  Pray for Him to give you the love for Christ you once possessed.  On that day, you believed that Christ alone could do anything for you….and you were right.  What do you believe about that today?   Return, return, return your heart to its rightful owner and perfecter.  
Hebrews 12:2-3  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
PAGE  
6

