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Introduction: 
Most Christians think they have a pretty good idea what God means when He speaks of “The Flesh” in the Scripture.  Immorality, drunkenness, lying, stealing and the like all come fairly readily to mind.  What does not come to mind is; religion and self-righteousness.  We are not speaking of God’s moral character as revealed in Scripture here. We are speaking of self-effort in our pursuit of the Christian life.  Layers of man made regulations that are required by other men if we want to be…good Christians.  We do not think of lists of do’s and don’ts as being fleshly.  We think of them as having a higher standard.  Having a good testimony and many people create and follow them to please God.   But is God pleased?  Do outward actions that He has not required actually please God…..or is it possible that He is even displeased by many of them if not all of them?  These are vital questions for your Christian life.  Galatians 3:1-9 is one of the main passages that answers this question.   

Here, God is asking a series of questions that resound throughout the church age.  Have we been bewitched.  Have we seen Jesus Christ as we should, upon the Cross.  Have we begun in the Holy Spirit, but are now going on in the Flesh.  Are we suffering many things in this life “in vain?”  Does the Holy Spirit do His miraculous work of Salvation by means of the outward obedience of men to a legal standard of dos and don’ts or does He do it by faith.  

Galatians 3:1-9  You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  4 Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?  5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.  7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.  8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU."  9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

We want to speak of the Perfecting Power of the Gospel.  It is not true that the gospel is for your first “baby steps” in the Christian Faith, but then you go on to the real meat of the Scripture.  We should and do go on to the real meat of the Scripture, but the truth of the Gospel comes with us.  It is not left behind on a calendar date in the past…the day we believed in Jesus Christ as our Savior.  The Gospel is the Good News of the Glory of Christ. 
2 Corinthians 4:3-7  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  Comment briefly 
This simply cannot be left in our past.  If it is we will succumb to the very snare that Paul addresses in the lives of these Galatian Brothers and Sisters. In this passage, The Bible gives us one warning, one clear instruction and one illustration to drive it home.  Here they are: 
· The Entrapping Snare of The  Flesh in Believers [1-2]

· The Empowering of the Spirit for Believers [3-5]

· The Example of Faith to Believers [6-9]

The Entrapping Snare of The Flesh in Believers [1-2]

Galatians 3:1-2  You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
You foolish Galatians:  This is not just intended as an insult.  It sounds that way to our ears but it is almost a lament on the part of Paul.  He has been with these people.  He has told them of the Cross.  He thought they understood what was at stake here.  It is the word that means “not understanding”  therefore not “wise.”   The other word in Scripture is “moron” and it means stupid and willingly choosing the wrong over the right.  
We need a sense of our own lack of understanding about God and the Scripture.  We have equated intellectual prowess with Godliness for so long that we are unwilling to admit to even ourselves….that we might be wrong about long held or even newly acquired opinions about God, man, Scripture and life.   Once false doctrine or practice take root in our lives and begin to produce fruit….our pride is at stake.  We have planted ourselves in this soil.  We have taken our stand on this hill.  We have invested our pride in being right.  This is the meaning of “foolish Galatians.”  They did not understand  the Gospel.  They thought it was something for the immature.  The “babes in Christ” as I have often heard it said in my day.  We on the other hand have gone on to deeper water.  We are mature and have the mature view of all things Scriptural.   It is almost impossible to preach to or instruct such people.   They will not hear you.  They will not hear the Scripture.  They seldom stop to reflect on the possibility….The Mere Possibility…that they may not already know everything or understand everything the Bible has to say about God and life.   
Who has bewitched you:  Such people are bewitched.  The word describes the act of slandering with a gentle touch.  They are charmed while the Gospel is slandered.  The bewitched are spoken well of in order to bring them under the spell of the charmer.  These people have been charmed into the snare of the devil.  Someone has appealed to their pride like this: 
“Yes, Christ died on the Cross for your sins, but that is rudimentary doctrine.  That is for little children and unbelievers.  You need to go on to maturity now.  In order to that you need to DO these things.  Be circumcised.  Keep and honor the law of Moses and speak against those who do not.  Eat the right foods and drink the right drinks.  Stay away from sinners and even speak badly about them.  This proves you are not one of them.”  
This is the Galatian spell.  It is alive today in Christ’s church.  It is a mentality that never preaches the Christ of the Cross, because we are going on to deeper waters now.  It teaches us that maturity in Christ comes from things we do.  What we eat or don’t eat.  What we drink or don’t drink.  Who we know or don’t know and who we approve of or don’t approve of.  Many believers have been brought under its power. 
Before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified:  Were these believers at the Cross on the day of crucifixion?  No…in fact, they were not saved until many years had passed.  Christ was portrayed before their eyes through the preaching of the Cross.  God has ordained the preaching of Christ for this very reason and He has sent the Holy Spirit into the world to energize it and bring it to pass.  
John 15:26 - 16:1  26 "When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,  27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.  

Men and women still see Christ when He is portrayed publicly by preaching.  
1 Corinthians 1:22-24  22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

Romans 10:13-17  "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."  14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?  15 How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"  16 However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?"  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
Earlier today we had communion.  It was not to remember our doctrine or good works.  It is certainly not intended to remind us of how far we have come in our Christian walk.  It is to portray Christ publicly as Crucified.   I cannot begin to tell you the urgency of this truth.  It is about you and your Savior.  Do this for no other reason. Let nothing deter you from the foot of the Cross where you will remember How Jesus Christ Loved You. 
There are of course other reasons for not preaching Christ.  Many churches today just think it is irrelevant to the issues that face 21st Century people.  Such churches believe that the Gospel is too narrow and allows for only one way back to God in a day of multi-culturalism and diversity….Jesus Christ is so close-minded when He speaks.  Here is just one example. 
John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

The Scripture however does not allow for multiple ways back to God. There was only one way that man left God and God in turn provided one way for Him to return…and it would certainly not be of man’s devise or choosing.  All men descend from one man…Adam.  In Adam all die.  
Romans 5:15  by the transgression of the one [ADAM] the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.
Satan does not seem particular why the church does not preach Christ.  They may do it because they just simply don’t believe a word of it.  But in the case of the Galatians, they were not doing it because they thought they were beyond that.  They did not need to be reminded of the Grace that saved them because they were busily working to become mature in Christ.  
Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?:  The answer to this is of course…hearing with faith.  The Lord Jesus sent the Holy Spirit into His preachers and into the world that men might see Him clearly as Crucified for them.  This is a pure work of God.  The fact that Christ died proves….now reason with me….it proves that men cannot be justified or please God on their own.  If they could why would Christ have gone to the Cross?  He simply would not have.  He would have taught us how to keep the rules better.  How to break our sinful habits.  How to be “holier than other men.”   He did none of this.  He came for sinners and He received them.  We have been taught to receive Christ….but have you ever stopped to consider…that Christ received you….unwashed and sinful.  Full of pride and self-righteousness.  You and I who were not looking for God until we saw Him.  

Not so much that we receive Christ but that He receives us.
John 16:13-15   13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

And when He has done this to your heart my friend, He also opens your eyes that you might see the Jesus who gave Himself up for you on the Cross.  Loosing sight of the Cross for any reason…leaving the Gospel behind…for any reason is a snare of the flesh.  Never allow yourself to drift from the shadow of the Cross to be ensnared this way. 
The Empowering of the Spirit for Believers [3-5]

Galatians 3:3-5   3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  4 Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?  5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?
Having begun by the Spirit: Your spiritual life began with the Holy Spirit.  We all had a birthday.  Our human life apart from our Mother began on that day.  But how did your spiritual life…your eternal life begin.  
John 3:5-7  5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'

John 6:63   63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.

Romans 8:11  11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Perfected by the flesh:  Here is the key to understanding that the “Flesh” can be very respectable in the church.  It is not crass immorality or depravity in this passage.  It is anything but.  It is; using rules, laws, and behavior to bring ourselves and others to maturity.  
Here is  how you can tell where you are on this spectrum:  Are you uncomfortable with some Christians.  They say things you don’t like.  They hold views you think are wrong.  They still use words you think should not be used and enjoy entertainments that you shun.  They dress differently and they act differently. They embarrass you.  Somebody needs to take these folk in hand and tell them that Christians don’t do or say those things.  
Or how about this one:  “They are giving the Lord a bad name!”  Do you really think that is possible?  Perhaps we need to come to grips with who we are more than with who they are. When we say something like this we affirm that it is possible for some men to give God a good name.  Do you think that God needs the righteousness of men and women like you and me to give Him a good name and reputation.  I have been told this all my life, but it is clearly absurd.  Would you like to know how God feels about your righteous deeds.  Not your sins,  but the really good and righteous things you do. 

Isaiah 64:6  all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Clearly,  we have nothing to bring to God.  God will give you righteousness and it will be from Him, and for Him and of Him.  We need to let Jesus transform His own Children.  We would not dream of telling some parent that they were doing a really bad job disciplining their children would we?  But we will tell God this?  Let this not be true of us.  This is exactly what Romans 14 means when it says: 

Romans 14:4  4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.   
Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?  These believers were persecuted by law-keepers for believing in salvation by grace alone through faith alone.  Has that ever happened to you?  How long has it been since that happened to you?  That is how long it has been since you clearly proclaimed the gospel of grace to someone who did not believe it.  I know people that I have gone to church with since I was young that reject the preaching of grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.  The preaching of the Cross will bring rejection and rejection is suffering.   This is what the Galatians had experienced when they proclaimed that men can be saved with no works whatsoever…only faith in Jesus Christ. 
The Example of Faith to Believers [6-9]

Galatians 3:6-9  6 Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.  7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham.  8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU."  9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.
Abraham BELIEVED GOD:  Abraham had no law to believe or to try to uphold.  He just trusted God.  His was utter abandon to God and he brought no righteousness of his own to the party.  

Romans 4:2-3   2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3 For what does the Scripture say? "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."

It is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham:  Abraham was also not justified because he was circumcised.  God just gave that to him as a sign of his justification.  
Romans 4:10  0 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised

No…Abraham trusted God alone and not a single thing that he himself did.  It is full trust in Christ alone that makes men like Abraham…not circumcision or keeping any of the law.  
Foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU.":  God always intended to save the Gentiles by faith.  God sent His Son into humanity as a descendent of Abraham.  We are like Abraham if we trust God alone for our Salvation through Christ’s work on the Cross.  

Conclusion: 
How are we bewitched:  By thinking that we only needed Grace to be saved and not to grow, mature and be Christlike.  The Scripture says we are without understanding if we leave the preaching of the Cross and forget our abject dependence upon the Grace of Christ for even a minute.  We are bewitched by those who call men back to works for their perfection.  It seems so spiritual, but it nullifies the grace of Christ for you.. 
How is Christ portrayed publicly to us:  Through the preaching of the Gospel and the celebration of the communion together.  The Holy Spirit does all this.  Always pray for the preaching to be accompanied by the Christ Glorifying work of the Holy Spirit.  Don’t come to church to sing songs.  Come to sing to Christ.  Don’t come to hear the preacher….come to hear the Savior.  
How did we get the Spirit of God:  It was a gift.  It was sent to us by our Savior so that we would not be orphans in this world.  He reveals Christ to us 2000 years into His Church just as clearly as He did to the Galatians 20 years in.  
Galatians 4:4-6   4 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"

Ask for a verdict:  Do you think of your own life as owing 100 % to the grace of Christ at the cross?  Or… Do you find it hard to love the unlovely?  Then determine to abide in the light of the Gospel being reminded that God rescued you when you were lost and unlovable.  Never revile God’s other children no matter how misguided.  Christ is doing His work, in His way and for His Glorious purpose in Creation.  
Jude 1:24-25  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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