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Galatians 2:20   20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  
If you have never memorized Galatians 2:20 you have probably heard it quoted time and again.  It is one of the truly familiar verses in the Bible….But, can you tell me what it means?  What for instance does it actually mean to be “crucified with Christ?”   What does the phrase “Christ lives in me” signify?  Is this the same thing as I live for Christ?  Is the Scripture describing our lifestyle and religion here or is it speaking of something deeper….something life changing on the inside?  
Familiar verses have this drawback;  We seldom ask ourselves what they are actually saying because we think we know.  We know it by heart so we must know what it says. Today we want to make certain that we do understand Galatians 2:20 and how it fits in with the overall point of Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  We want to talk about the extraordinary Life-Giving ability of the Gospel.  The Gospel does not merely save.  It also transforms men and women.  It is this change that reveals God’s presence in His Creation.  It is extraordinary because nothing can change a heart, but God Himself.  The heart resist all change.  We ourselves cannot change our own hearts…they are out of control and we know it… if we are honest.  
So men seek to change outwardly.  We do it with culture, education and most commonly with religion.  Evangelicals are not exempt from this tendency. God says that the heart = the life.  It is not life-style change, but life [or heart] change. Outward change only covers a hard and ungodly heart.  It can only take you so far….it will certainly not take you into the presence of God.   Both the Old and New Testaments warn of the importance of the heart: 
Proverbs 4:23   23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.

Ephesians 4:17-18  17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;
“From the heart flows the springs of life”...but what flows from the heart without Christ?
Jeremiah 17:9   9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can understand it?  Who Indeed?  Not your pastor or your spouse…not even you yourself.

It turns out that someone can understand the heart,  but he is not a man in this world.   
Jeremiah 17:10  10 "I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds.

Apart from Christ you cannot even know your own heart let alone change it  Heart change is the supernatural work of God in Christ.  It was described to Israel centuries before the Cross.  It was a work of God alone from start to finish. 
Ezekiel 36:25-27  25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.

That brings us to our familiar text today.  What God describes here is radical, internal change of heart and with it transformation of life.  It is so extreme that God speaks of it in terms of death and resurrection.  It describes:
· How our Old Life ended and what that means today [19-20A]
· How our New Life began and what is its outcome for us [20b-21]
Galatians 2:19-21   19 "For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God.  20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

How our Old Life Ended and What that Means Today [19-20a]

Galatians 2:19-20a   19 "For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God.  20 "I have been crucified with Christ; 

"For through the Law I died to the Law:”  The Law killed Paul and it kills us as well. Let me show you how.

Romans 7:1-4  Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives?  2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband……  4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 
The law of God spells out the moral character of The Living God.  It tells men who God is and it tells us how we measure up.  I am still amazed to meet people who will tell me with a straight face that they have kept the ten commandments.  This is absurd and has not been thought through at all.  No man keeps these laws.  Men try to keep them but usually by the time they even begin to try they have broken most if not all of them.  

James 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 

As a child, did they never disobey their parents, tell a lie or attempt to deceive?  Is there a man who has never wanted his neighbor’s possessions or his wife?   No man can or does keep the law of God.  If this is true, why has God given the law and why does He hold men accountable to keep it perfectly….not adequately, but perfectly. Here is the answer: 

The law was given to condemn us.  I know this sounds harsh.   But man does not believe that he is “incapable” measuring up to God. The Law simply points that out.  It says…OK…. if you believe that you can be good enough to get into heaven then here is the standard.  Keep it perfectly and you may enter!  Fail in any tiny point and you are guilty of it all.  It may not seem fair, but it is just.  A perfect God requires perfect justice.  This is the God of Creation.  He is The True and Living God.  

Galatians 3:21-25…..if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  
Romans 3:19-20  9 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 
The law condemned Paul as it does us and we die.  The Law may kill us but Christ makes us alive in Him.  When the Bible says we are not under law….it means it now has no power over us to kill us….not that we may live and act lawlessly.   
That I might live to God:  Although death signifies the end… our death in Christ does not!  The law demands its pound of flesh, but  Christ Jesus made that payment on your behalf. God has now bound you spiritually to your Savior.  What Christ Jesus did when He came into the world in perfect obedience, God considers you to have done.  He has joined you to Christ spiritually and really.  Not semantics but truly. 
Furthermore:  Christ was also joined to us. When our just and sinless Savior suffered the indignities and trials of all humanity He was joined to us. This is how He loved you.  
Hebrews 2:14-18  14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.  
Finally:  When our sinless, fully Divine and human Jesus, died at the hands of sin to satisfy the law…you died with Him there. The Law killed Christ because it demanded a payment for sin. We too were killed by the Law at the Cross because we have been united with Christ before the foundation of the World.  This is an established fact in the mind of God and therefore also in the fabric of the universe.  
But Jesus did not stay dead.  He arose to newness of life.  The resurrected Jesus is dead to sin and the law and alive to God and so are you.  We are joined to Him.  We are united to Him. We are with Him in this because God has imagined it, willed it and made it to be so.  

Romans 6:4-8  as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,……… 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

I have been crucified with Christ:  We have been united to Christ. God, by His Sovereign Power, has so bound you to Christ Jesus that when He died on the Cross you died with Him there.  This is a certainty accomplished by God alone through Christ’s work on the Cross… alone.  YOU do not do this!  It was a fact before the world was created and brought to fruition two thousand years before you were born.  
As a Child of God…You do not die to sin….you are dead to sin.
Can you see the difference?  We did not break the power of sin to kill us…Jesus did that!  We did not destroy its tyranny over us…God did that through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

2 Corinthians 5:21  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Christ’s relationship to sin and law is now our relationship to sin and law.
Here is how it works:  The law pursued Christ to death.  Not because He was a sinner, but because The Law of God demands satisfaction and Jesus was willing and able to pay.  It demands justice and justice demands death as the acceptable payment for sin.  Have you ever stopped to think that the law and sin have no control over “dead men?”  Dead men are not enticed to sin and they are not pursued by sin.  Sin has no power to tempt, to accuse or to demand justice from the dead.  It is in this sense that Christ Jesus died to sin.  
Romans 6:7-10  he who has died is freed from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

Death was master over Christ for one reason only.  He wanted it to be. He submitted to death on  your behalf.  
Philippians 2:8  He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

God is a JUST God.  People often focus on fairness in this world….but God is just.  Justice and fairness are not the same thing.  Fairness demands the same treatment for everyone….Justice demands absolute payment and restitution for all sin and transgression. Jesus submitted to the penalty of sin and death because God demands justice.  

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  
Our union with Christ in His death has delivered us from the power of sin to pursue and kill us.  It has freed us from the demands of the Law of God because on the Cross Jesus met that demand perfectly….on your behalf.  What Christ did there,  God has decreed that you have done, because you are united to Christ.  You died with Him, at the Cross, to the power of sin, death and even the law that you have violated.  The Law and sin have no power over the dead.   This is the miracle of Union with Christ.  This is not an obscure doctrine.  It is found over 160 times in the NT.  Your life has been merged with Christ’s.  In Christ, God is restoring you to His perfect image.  This project is certain, but it is not finished.”  The reality of it is your assurance and hope of Glory.  
Colossians 3:3-4   3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
How Our New Life Began and What is its Outcome for us [20]
Galatians 2:20…. it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.  21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

It is no longer I who live: Please NOTE what Paul does NOT say.  He does not say that “he lives.”  The Greek was translated awkwardly here in some older English Bibles.  Instead of “nevertheless I live, yet not I” we should have “but I myself no longer live.”   We tend to read this verse still a third way: “I have died to the old way of life and now I live to the new way of life”  “I was once a sinner….doing sinful things….but now I am a Christian doing “Christian” things.”   This is of course, not what the Scripture says here.   
Paul says instead that he died with Christ and he is still dead. “It is no longer I who live” is an assertion that there is life, but it is not Paul’s life.  This is not wishful thinking, but a strong assertion of our Spiritual Union with Christ…Our life is merged with Christ’s.  
But Christ lives in me:  Your life has been inextricably joined to the Life of Jesus Christ.  New life is not just reworked sinful humanity. Polished up on the outside by a new suit of “religion.”  We did not “get religion” as the world is so fond of saying…We became sons and daughter of God because we have been spiritually and eternally joined to Jesus Christ “The Son of The Living God.”  We are joined to the Resurrection Life of Jesus Christ and it is that life we are living. 
Now this makes sense of many familiar New Testament verses. Listen to this passage with this in mind….You are joined to Christ in His Resurrection Life.  

Ephesians 2:4-10  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  
The life which I now live in the flesh:  Ephesians and Galatians both assert that this present reality comes to full fruition in the future….but it is no less true now.  Your life in the flesh is joined to Christ’s life in the flesh.  Do you realize that Jesus Christ is living in the flesh  [by this we mean in a physical body] right now.  It is not your humanity that is your problem…it is your sin.  And God has broken the back of sin.  He did this when He joined you to Christ spiritually.  When Christ died, He died to the power of sin and so did we.  Sin can no longer kill us or rule us.  When Christ rose from the dead to Eternal life…so did we.  
Why then are we not perfect and sinless like Christ Jesus?  Because we are still in our sinful bodies in a fallen world.  We are not God...we are dependent on our God.   We are His fallen creatures which He bought back out of the slave market of sin.  

Matthew 9:13  13 "But go and learn what this means: 'I DESIRE COMPASSION, AND NOT SACRIFICE,' for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners."

Luke 15:2   2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them."

I live by faith in the Son of God:  We are still fallen sinners.  We do not live by righteousness, but by faith.  We are just as dependent upon the grace of God today as we were the day of our salvation.  If this were not true we would go our way…content in the fact that we are no longer sinners like other men.  Is this not what happens when we cease to cling to Christ for our daily righteousness?  If we are saved by Grace, but perfected by works we no longer need the Savior’s daily sustaining strength.  
· Do you trust your Bible reading plan more than you trust Christ to make you love His Word?

· Do you trust your life-style changes more than you trust Christ to keep you from sin and give you a hunger for righteousness?

Romans 1:16-17   16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE [daily] BY FAITH."
This life that we NOW live we live [continually] by faith.  Faith means trust and trust implies dependence and dependence demands weakness and not strength.  We are not strong we are weak, but we are united to the source of all strength in the Universe.  
2 Corinthians 12:8-10  8 Concerning this[my weakness] I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Who loved me and gave Himself up for me:  Jesus’ love for you caused Him to hand Himself over to the religiously wicked to be killed by them.   Have you ever wondered what the Pharisees hated most about Christ?  I certainly have.  They used His claims to Deity as their excuse to kill Him.  I say excuse because Jesus clearly proved His claims even when He was alive.  Who else raises the dead to life again, stills the storms and feeds thousands with almost no food?  
What really galled the religiously wicked was that Christ gave continually of Himself to the most needy and broken of men and women.  He loved what they despised and He comforted those they abused.  He healed those they considered stricken and cursed by God and He fed those they considered worthy of hunger.  Jesus was everything they were not.  He was like God…while they only claimed to be like God.  He revealed the Glory of God and it was full of Grace not Judgment.  It was full of Truth…not lies.  
Jesus gave Himself up for you because there was no other way in all creation for Him to save you and bring you into His Heaven.  It cannot depend on you or you are eternally lost.  It is Christ Alone.   

Conclusion: 
Galatians 2:2121 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

I do not nullify the grace of God: Grace is not just for the day of your salvation!!  It is for today.  It is your permanent, everyday source of strength for living.  Grace is totally of God.  God gives freely without merit to His own. Just as surely as He claims all credit in our initial salvation He also claims it for our ongoing daily life in the physical body.  
· Through Grace our Old Life ended when we were united to Christ in His death
· Through Grace our New Life began and is sustained because we are united to Christ in His Resurrection Life.  
Like us today, these Galatians were trying to please God through outward behavior.  By this they nullified the Grace of God.  Jesus bought you to transform you Himself.  We are His Workmanship.  We are not perfected yet, but we are bound in a perfect bond to Jesus Christ.  Everything that is true of Christ is now true of you as well.  This, my friend, is the only way you will ever get to heaven and it is the only way you will ever overcome any of your sin and falleness in this life.  
When asked to teach His disciples how to pray, He taught them a prayer of utter dependence.
· Give us our daily bread.  
· Forgive us our sins 
· Do not lead us into temptation 

· Deliver us from evil.

Christ taught us to pray for our daily Christian life with a complete sense of trust in Him.  We can only do what God enables us to do through trust.  We need grace everyday.   Listen to the dependent prayer of David.  
Psalm 19:12-14  12 Who can discern his [own] errors? Acquit me of [my] hidden faults.  13 Also; keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins; Let them not rule over me; Then I will be blameless, And I shall be acquitted of great transgression.  14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.

May God grant us to truly live our lives “by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself up for us.”
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