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Look at this verse with me please:
2 Corinthians 4:3-5  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.
What is the Gospel?  It is Christ!  It is not beliefs about Christ, but trust in Christ Himself.  In the verse before us, Paul claims, with no ambiguity, that Satan is in the business of hiding Christ from the minds of men.  You can believe anything you want about Christ but you must not be in Awe of Christ  You must not Trust Christ with your physical and eternal life.  You must not, under any circumstances behold the Glorious, Living Jesus Christ, who loves you and gave Himself in your place on the Cross.  
This, then, is the mission of Satan in the world and explains why there are millions of religious people who are eternally lost.  Believe whatever you want, but do not fall at the feet of Christ and worship Him as the Glorious God and Savior that He is.  
Our mission is spelled out in verse five.  “We Preach Christ Jesus as Lord.”  The Gospel then is Christ….and when we speak of its Extraordinary nature, claims, origin and unifying power we speak of Christ’s nature, claims, origin and unifying power.  
Today we want to speak of “The Extraordinary Simplicity of the Gospel.”  For something to be “simple”  it must be “uncomplicated and free from pretense.”  Simple things are often considered inferior in our day.  A simple dinner would not be nearly as appealing as a lavish meal.  People who lack mental capacity are often thought of as “simple” and I suppose by this definition they actually are.  Webster says that “the simple” are “uncomplicated and unpretentious.”  This tendency toward pretense, outward appearances,  and subtle rationalizations seems to be a common human weakness.  We do prefer form over substance.   It is always easier to make a promise than to keep one.  To make an impression than to possess character.  A good deal of our sophistication is dependent on how well we hide our true selves from one another.  
Our Christian lives are no exception.  Simple truths have a way of being lost in the noise of what people think of us.  How we appear to others is often the main concern of our life.  We want to be liked.  We want to be respected.  We want to be loved. We want to be accepted.  In our quest for these, people will clamor over Christ and his Simplicity.  Often changing the gospel message entirely to match the religious expectations of men.  
In fact, in our desire to be “spiritual rather than worldly” we are often drawn unknowingly into the trap of this world.  The belief that appearances equal reality.  That outward religion can take the place of an inward heart for God.  Paul warned the Colossians of this trap in a very pointed passage.  Look at it with me right now. 
Colossians 2:20-23  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 
In Christ Jesus we have died to these false and worldly values.  Let us never turn back to them by dressing them in the clothing of super spirituality.  Such thinking and behavior will never ever transform your heart.  It will only appear to have done so. 

Our Scripture today calls us back to the Simplicity of the Gospel.  Remember “The Gospel” is Jesus Christ and His work on the Cross.  It is about the good news that Christ seeks and saves sinners then washes them from their sin. 

Galatians 2:11-17  11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.  12 For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.  13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.  14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, "If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?  15 "We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles;  16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be!
This Scripture presents us with three important reminders about the Simplicity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus.  It is basic, straight forward and to some simply “too good to be true.”   May God enable us to embrace the Good News of the Love of Christ today.   
· The Simplicity of the Gospel can be overcome by peer pressure [11-13]

· The Simplicity of the Gospel can be obscured by legalism [14]

· The Simplicity of the Gospel overcomes all the works of men [16-17]

It is never about what we do for Christ and about what He does for us.

The Simplicity of the Gospel can be Overcome by Peer Pressure [11-13]

Galatians 2:11-13   11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.  12 For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.  13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.

I opposed him to his face:  This term means “in his presence” or “right where he could hear and see me.”  This is a Biblical pattern.  We live in a society that is so convoluted that we think it rude to oppose someone to their face, but perfectly alright to assassinate their character behind their back.  Paul’s behavior was transparent and honest.  He told Peter what he thought and why he thought it and gave him the opportunity to hear and respond. This does not mean that he was angry, vitriolic or mean.  It means that he did it right in front of Peter.   
He stood condemned:  This has nothing to do with Peter’s salvation.  If denying Christ on the night of His crucifixion wasn’t going to do it then this surely wouldn’t.  The actual phrase means “he was to be blamed.”   There was truth at stake here and it was not just a question of whether or not Paul was right.  It was a question of the eternal value and importance.  Must men work for their salvation?  Is the Cross of Christ insufficient for the salvation of your soul?  Will your behavior nullify everything you say you believe about the Grace of God and your salvation through faith.  No brothers….these are not small matters but huge, weighty eternal matters.  
Prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles:  Peter was in Antioch.  It is a gentile city and the church has exploded here.  Peter was the first man to preach to a Gentile and see him converted.  Peter was the first man to be given direct instruction from God that the eating regulations of the Old Testament were revoked.  They were not moral rules that could not be changed.  God reversed them just as easily as He established them in the first place.  All this…Peter knew….

But….when some of the Jewish brothers came down from Jerusalem Peter threw off everything God had told him and caved into the legalism of these men.  He stopped eating with the brothers and sisters because he feared the condemnation of other men.  
__________________________________
Now I have heard it said that we should give into the legalism of others so that we will not offend them.  Have you ever heard that?  I want to talk to you about that for just a moment.  

Romans 14 teaches us that we should be considerate of our brothers in areas of food and drink.  We are not to regard with contempt those who have weak consciences.  I was taught that the strong were those who denied themselves all manner of things in this world,  but this is incorrect.  The Scripture says that it is actually the weak brother who limits himself to certain foods for fear that God will disapprove of Him for what he eats or drinks.  He believes his acceptance with God is based on what he personally does. 
Romans 14:1-3  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.  2 One person has faith that he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats vegetables only.  3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.
Neither the weak nor the strong are allowed by God to have contempt for one another.  Please heed this warning brothers.  It will be very hard for you to do it, but it is a clear teaching of the Scripture and ignoring it creates no end of grief within Christ’s Church.

____________________________________________BACK TO OUR TEXT
He began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision:  Peter acted contrary to the Grace of God.  He showed scorn for his new brothers and sisters in the faith.  The men who came from Jerusalem still held Gentiles in contempt.  The outward, the circumcision, the dress, the customs, the diet….all these trumped the Grace of God poured out at the Cross.  Listen to what Peter once knew and believed when he entered Cornelius the Gentile’s home. 
Acts 10:27-28  he entered and found many people assembled.  28 And he said to them, "You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean.
This is why Peter was to be blamed.  Beloved,  this verse is in the Bible for a reason.  Men are always like this.  We want to please God and descending into do’s and don’ts is the easiest way to try.  It instantly makes us look more holy….but God says it does not make you more holy.  It has an appearance of godliness but lacks all the power. 
Colossians 2:23  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy:  This is how whole churches and denominations become legalistic.  They are living by rules that God has either cancelled of condemned.  They are holding everyone else in contempt.  I have heard people say things like, “I don’t believe anyone who [fill in the blank…NOT sin but areas of liberty] can even be a Christian.  Be very careful with such thoughts and words.  
This is the descent into legalism from freedom. We were set free to BE FREE.  That freedom gives glory to Christ Alone.  He has set us free.  It is not works of righteousness that we have done.  Do not return to self-reliance after Christ has become everything to you.  
The Simplicity of the Gospel can be Obscured by Legalism [14]

Galatians 2:14-15  4 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, "If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?  15 "We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles;

Not straightforward about the truth of the gospel:  This is a major truth issue.  It goes to the heart of the Gospel.  No works at all!  No justification by works and no sanctification by works either! Not Grace plus works and not Grace that causes us to work.  We are justified and sanctified by Christ ONLY.  Christ set us free and has done 100% of the justifying and the sanctifying.  Explain….. 
Ephesians 2:8-10   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
This passage address both “how we are saved” and “how we are perfected” or made over into the image of Christ.  It is through His powerful work in us.  God’s instructions to us come with the Power of the Spirit to do them.  We do them imperfectly,  but we are in process.  We are His ongoing workmanship and God created our Good Works before time for us to walk in them.  This is a work of God.  

What we do and how we live as Christians can give the lie to this truth of the Gospel.  That is what the Scripture saying here?  I am certain that Peter did not believe in Salvation by works, but because of intimidation and giving into peer pressure, his life message was not straightforward about the truth of the gospel.  

Galatians 2:21   21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly." 

Galatians 3:3   3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 

Galatians 3:11   11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."  
If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews:  How did Peter live like a Gentile.  He had been delivered from the power of the Law to condemn him.  He had been delivered from his own self-righteousness and works based justification.  He had been set free to live in the Grace of Christ.  Paul wants to know how he can now impose any of these Jewish snares upon the gentile believers.  His actions were covering over [obscuring] the grace of God and hence the glory of God. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
God wants Jesus Christ to be exalted as Supreme and Sufficient.  He is the one who both Saves and Sanctifies by Grace…through faith…ALONE.  

Hebrews 2:11  11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 
1 Corinthians 1:30-31   30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,  31 so that, just as it is written, "LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD." 
Peter was circumcised, but he could not keep the law.  Like every man before him, he was fully condemned by the law.  The Law Only Condemns Men!!! 
Ill:  My Dad used to have a door jam in our house where he put pencil marks with a date next to them.  You could go back to that spot and see your growth over the past couple years.  But,  do you know,  that those markings had virtually no effect on my growth.  If we would have moved the mark up another 3 inches it would not have changed a single thing about my actual height.  All it could do was measure me.   Perhaps you have taken a child to Disneyland and watched their despair as they stand next to that little sign that says, “You must be this tall to ride.”  The sign is true, but it does virtually nothing to help them grow.  This is what the law is like.  This is what man-made standards are like.  They condemn you,  but they never change you.  They CAN, however, drive you to the Cross…in fact that is one of the prime objectives of the Law of Moses.  
Galatians 3:22-26  22 But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  23 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
The Law of Moses and all laws…call them do’s and don’ts if you please, are totally unable to change your heart.  All you can do with a rule is measure yourself by it.  We must trust Christ to change our hearts and consequently our obedience.  IF you reverse this process or succumb to legalism in any form you will nullify the Grace of Christ.  Please dear ones…learn to Glory only in the Cross of Christ.
Galatians 6:14-15  14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.  
The Simplicity of the Gospel Overcomes All the Works of Men [16-17]

Galatians 2:16-17  16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.  17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be!
A man is not justified by the works of the Law:  Is the law good?  The Bible says that it is. But, it will never justify you as we have already seen.  It only points out our failures. It reveals our sins.  It has no ability or power to change us.  God never gave it for that reason and those who use it that way live in conflict with the Grace of God in Christ. 
Romans 7:12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
But through faith in Christ Jesus:  I want to say a word about faith in Christ Jesus. Have you ever wondered about people who you meet who say they believe in Christ Jesus or have “Faith in Christ Jesus,” but you see no reason to think they are born of God?   Well, I certainly have.   I puzzled over it until I learned what I am about to share with you right now.  
The concept of faith is not mental assent.  It is not saying that you believe a fact.  To have faith in Jesus Christ is not….categorically not, the same as saying that you believe He exists or existed.  The concept behind the word “faith” is trust and fervor.  It has to do with placing your physical and eternal life in the hand of Christ.  At the disposal of Christ.  It withholds nothing from Him because you have beheld His Glory….He alone is full of Grace [favor, love, compassion and forgiveness] and truth [everything He says and does is true]  You can Trust My Jesus!  
We are not preaching doctrine to you now.  There is nothing we want you to do or say.  Is your life surrendered to the love and mercy of Christ?  Will you put confidence in Christ because He not only loved you, but gave Himself for you at the Cross.  He is not only Gracious, but Sovereign.  He is able to Save you not just willing.  Trust in Christ…Trust in Christ Alone. 
We have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law:  Here Paul was just reminding Peter and himself that they were Jews.  They had every advantage, but no religious doctrine or ritual or birth right could ever do what Jesus our Savior did at the Cross. No church membership, baptism or national origin will do it either.    Listen to how Paul explained it in Romans. 
Romans 3:9-10  9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin;  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;
By the works of the Law no flesh will be justified:  This is why a little legalism is not acceptable.  It is like a little filth in your drinking water or a little poison in the baby’s bottle.  It keeps us from God because:  

It makes it about what we do for Christ and not what Christ does for us.
Romans 3:19-24  19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God;  20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.  21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
CONCLUSION

Galatians 2:17   17 "But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be!
Give a sense of finality: We are always going to be sinners until God has finished His work on the day of Christ.  Is this OK with you?  Are you willing to stand in the line marked “sinners?”  Are you willing to be justified by Christ Alone, Through Faith Alone, Revealed in the Scriptures Alone and offered to you Through Grace Alone?  Can you trust your life and self to Christ to perfect a redeemed sinner like you?
Philippians 1:6   6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

This is clear in Scripture and made crystal clear in verse 17.  It is a tragedy when Christians try so desperately to appear perfect to themselves and to others.  Legalists really are “holier than thou.”  And because of that the enemies of the cross take great joy when we are “found to be sinners.”   Literally, “discovered to be sinners.”  Is that your worst fear …that someone will find out that you are a sinner still.  That you struggle with sin and its effects in your life?  Well then let me preach the Gospel to you once again: 

Romans 5:6-11   6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.  11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.   Please…Simply Trust Christ Jesus Alone!
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