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Introduction:

If I asked you to give me a quick definition of “The Gospel” you would most likely begin to search your memory for some explanation that you have heard or read.  But, what if I asked you to tell me about The Good News of Jesus Christ!  Would that role off the tongue a little easier.  Could you tell about your former life and how Christ revealed His love and forgiveness to you?  Jesus said that we would be His Witnesses. [Acts 1:8]
No one that I know needs more boring doctrinal explanations of what they are supposed to assent to mentally.  God knew this.  He sent Christ revealing Him.  The Gospel is therefore not  a message or a doctrine, but the “good news” of the Savior, Jesus Christ.  
John 6:35  35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst. 

John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

John 7:37-38   37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"
This is the reason Paul did not immediately go to Jerusalem to get confirmation of his conversion.  He had encountered Christ.  The Word of Christ is the authority upon which the believing church has always preached.  The Roman Church has taught for centuries that the Scripture receives its authority from the church, but the Bible teaches the exact opposite. If the church rules on what the Scripture says then who, pray tell, will rule on what the church says?  The possibilities for corruption are endless with this false scenario.  
The Church receives its authorization to act and its message directly from and under the scrutiny of, the Holy Scriptures themselves.  This is called Sola Scriptura…The Scripture Alone.   God’s Word affirms that authority to preach does not come from any man or church.  It comes from the Word of Christ Himself.  Today we have it fully revealed to us in the Bible.  In Paul’s day, Christ personally met him, spoke to him and transformed him into a preacher of the Cross.   
Galatians 1:15-19  15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me through His grace, was pleased  16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,  17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.  18 Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to become acquainted with Cephas, and stayed with him fifteen days.  19 But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord's brother.

Paul was well aware that God could have put His hand on any man to save.  We should be as well.  God acts to reveal Himself to me.  He saves gross sinners to show the surpassing greatness of His grace and mercy.  He took Paul and made him a prize of grace…a revelation of how kind and generous God is to sinners. 

1 Timothy 1:15-16  15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.

Paul tells how his conversion impacted the believers.  They had no TV or photos of men in those days.  You had to meet a man or woman to know what they looked like.  Paul had been miraculously converted and then dropped out of sight for a period of time, only to immerge as a Preacher of the Cross.  A proclaimer of  Free Salvation based on Grace Alone. The result was that men gave Glory to God.  There was non of this cult of personality that we see so commonly today.  Preachers made great instead of the Christ they proclaim.  Paul’s was a different story.  Unknown, unrecognized and unsung…Christ Jesus received all the Glory for his conversion. 
Galatians 1:22-24  22 I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judea which were in Christ;  23 but only, they kept hearing, "He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy."  24 And they were glorifying God because of me. 

This went on for years…fourteen years to be exact.  During that time Paul had returned to Tarsus, his home town and worked there in preaching and tent making.  He was eventually called back to Antioch by Barnabas.  

Acts 11:22-26   22 The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.  23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord;  24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.  25 And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul;  26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  

That brings us to our text today.: 

Galatians 2:1-10  Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.  2 It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.  3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.  6 But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)-- well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.  7 But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised  8 (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles),  9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  10 They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager to do.

God continues to reveal the truth of the Word of the Cross which we call the Gospel.  Here we see its unifying work exposed.  God gives four amazing insights into the Extraordinary Unity of the Gospel.  
· The True Gospel is always the issue and never its preachers  [1-2]

· The True Gospel is free of all human effort [3-5]

· The True Gospel is the same for all men [6-8]

· The True Gospel is the sole source of Unity among men. [9-10]
The True Gospel is Always the issue and never its preachers  [1-2]

Galatians 2:1-2  Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.  2 It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.
It was because of a revelation that I went up:  God told Paul to go up.  It was not just on a whim or because he had begun to doubt what Christ Himself had told him at conversion and  instructed him subsequently.  Paul was going up to Jerusalem in obedience to the will of God. 

I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles:  The word “submitted” here describes the process of setting it forth or describing it precisely for their consideration.  This process does not contradict what Paul has previously said about not needing the approval of men when we have the approval of Christ.  Paul and Barnabas were about to be taken from Antioch by the express will of God and be sent out to Gentile cities throughout the empire to preach Christ.  
I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain:    Paul went up to Jerusalem because God told him to go there.  It is plausible that God also told him to speak privately to those “of reputation.”  This is difficult to translate from the Greek.  It is actually a word that means “to have an opinion.:  Since everyone has an opinion this phrase came to mean someone who was in a position to influence others with their opinion…hence a leader in the church.  They were known to be the leaders in the church in Jerusalem.  

The word “fear” does not appear in the Greek.  Instead there is a phase that means “Lest” or “lest by some means”  The ESV actually captures the meaning of the Greek text more precisely here. 

Galatians 2:2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

Notice how it is the truth about Jesus Christ that is the important point in these verses.  It is not about Paul and it is not about other church leaders in Jerusalem.  God instructed Paul to go there.  He was to spell out for them what he was preaching throughout the Gentile world so that they would get it from the horse’s mouth and not the mouth of Satan and his liars.  They are to do it privately so as not to draw attention to it in any way.  And finally they are to do it so that they may know that what is being preached is not vain…that is to say not emptied of its power to save.  Rom. 1:16

In short, God has brought these men together for unity around the person and work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  This same message will go to the Gentiles as it already has.  Satan will not be allowed to distort it or twist it.  He will not be allowed to say….Paul is preaching another Gospel.  God sees to it that the Church in that generation is united around the Word of the Cross.  This is the first aspect of the Extraordinary Unity of the Gospel.  

The True Gospel is free of all human effort [3-5]

Galatians 2:3-5  3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.  5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.
But not even Titus, ….., though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised:  Paul makes this point to the Galatians.  I took a Gentile believer with me right into the heart of Judaism.  The Jerusalem church…made up of blood washed, born again Jews.  Right there in Jerusalem they received this Gentile on the basis of his faith in the Son of God Alone.  This is Sola Christus…Christ Alone. 

False brethren secretly brought in:  Legalists will not tell you that they have come for your freedom and liberty. They come secretly.  They are imported as something other than what they are.  Ambassadors of a superior Christian life.  All you need to do is what we say and you will advance to a higher walk with Christ.   
Who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus:  This is a repeat of the same idea only this time the spies are not brought in but have sneaked in on their own.  The word “spy out”  means to “lie in wait” to pounce on and destroy your liberty in Christ.  Once pounced upon, believers are enslaved again to performance. 
Galatians 5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
In order to bring us into bondage: Christ died to purchase you from slavery.  It was slavery to sin to be sure, but He made us free men and women.  This is what it means to God.  Nothing in this creation is to own us, rule us or capture our attention.  We are set free to belong to Christ alone, to be ruled by Christ alone and to be in love with Christ alone.  He sets us free from all bondage to serve the living God. 

We did not yield in subjection to them……so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you:  I used to think that a little legalism was just like a little dirt on the white walls of the church.  After all…legalist mean well.  They just want everyone to live as righteously as possible right?  The Scripture says, however, that their error is a fatal one.  It is terminal to the truth of the Gospel, because it diminishes the work of Christ on the Cross.  We not only cannot add anything to the Work of the Cross, we actually take away from the work of the Cross when we try.  Paul says that he would not yield for even an hour to this “works based righteousness,” because if he did it would destroy the truth of the Gospel of Grace for you.  

The church has been yielding to this for far to long.  As a result we have Christians living lives that resemble God’s criticism of the Jews….”These people honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from me.”  May God turn our hearts again to the Savior.  He alone bought us poor destitute sinners from the slave market of sin and we are His to transform.  We are His workmanship.  The righteous lives He calls us to are lives lived by dependence upon the Holy Spirit.  Each day is a new adventure of trust.  
Lord, we need you to help us live in a manner that reflects your righteousness.  Change us Lord,  Keep us from sin, turn our hearts to you in worship and let us behold your Glory.  

2 Corinthians 3:17-18  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
The True Gospel is the same for all men [6-8]

Galatians 2:6-8  6 But from those who were of high reputation (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)-- well, those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me.  7 But on the contrary, seeing that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised  8 (for He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles),
Those who were of reputation contributed nothing to me:  These men did not give Paul the Gospel.  He got it from God.  This meeting was a unifying meeting for the purpose of defeating Satan in the propagation of the Cross. 

I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been to the circumcised:  In this God ordained meeting it became clear that their was only one Gospel..  Paul is not diminishing the leadership of the Jerusalem church.  He is insisting to the Galatians that the Gospel came from God.  It is only one truth about salvation….Jesus Christ died on the Cross for the sins of all men.  There is not hope apart from this truth of the Cross.  The world is to know that God gave the same message to the religious Jews as He gave to the pagan Gentiles. 
For He who effectually worked for Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised effectually worked for me also to the Gentiles:  It is the same Holy Spirit who saves both Jews and Gentiles.  The power of the Gospel is always from God.  The power to be transformed into the image of Christ is likewise not vested in men or anything men do.  The Word of the Cross is a Word of Freedom from the devises of men.. All of them all the time.  It is also not about the preachers, it is about the Savior.  It is the Gospel and not its hearers.  This is another example of the Extraordinary Unity of the Gospel. 
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
 The True Gospel is the sole source of Unity among men. [9-10]
Galatians 2:9-10   9 and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  10 They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager to do.
The grace that had been given to me:  The Gospel is all of God.  It is all of Grace which means that the believing of it is of Grace as well.  We get no points in heaven for having the good sense to believe.  We need to get that out of our mind.  What we do get is Christ.  We get freedom from what enslaves us.  We get hope in this life and assurance of heaven.  We get the very hand of God transforming us though the circumstances He alone brings to us.  We are given grace and with it we Get the Savior and all that He does for us. 
James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship:  We have been given one another.  The unity of Christ’s church is only going to be around the Cross of Christ.  These Jews and Gentiles had huge cultural and religious obstacles to their unity, but the Spirit taught them to lay all their own pride aside and embrace the Grace of God.  At the foot of the Cross all men are exactly the same.  It does not matter how you were born or what race you are.  It means nothing to God how educated you are or how wealthy.  

So that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised:  Same message, same Christ, same liberty, same salvation….different preachers and different hearers.  The Gospel is the sole source of Unity among men.  Political unity is a myth.  Globalism is the Devil’s substitute….The cheap knock off of the true Gospel of Unity.  Freedom from all authority and morality is the Satan’s replacement for freedom to be restored to the image of God in the face of Christ.  
CONCLUSION

It is our Savior Jesus Christ who delivered us from slavery and made us His possession.  He did the exact same thing for all men in every generation, language group and race.  He is calling from among the nations a people for His name.  Our lives have been redeemed by the Savior apart from any merit on our part.  This is the same for all men.  God accepts men because of the Cross.  That is exactly why we should accept them also.  
Revelation 5:1-10  I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"  3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it;  5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."
This is the Extraordinary Unity of the Gospel of Christ.  In Heaven this will be a settled reality.  For now it exists only in His Church.  His Church exists only because of what Jesus did at the Cross.  They are “His People” which He purchased to be His beloved ones.  
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