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Introduction:

There are some things you just can’t say in this world without getting yourself into trouble. Absolute and objective truth is very unwelcome in almost all areas of life.  Statements like “That is wrong” or  “Because God says this” are just a couple of examples.  I was once asked why God could not have just created the first spark of life in the primordial ocean and then just let evolution take its course?  I responded by saying that God absolutely could have done precisely that…only He said He didn’t!”  My listener was newly born again and disposed to believe and trust the God who had saved Him, but most men are not.  They consider such comments nonsense at best and ignorant and unlearned at worse.  In short….making objective statements about the claims, nature and origin of the Gospel of Christ will not bring you into favor with the majority of men and women in this world.  Such claims are, nevertheless, the hallmark of Gospel Preaching for the past two thousand years. By Gospel Preaching we mean the message of the Bible that Jesus Christ is God the Son,  who became a man, never sinned while a man, and then died to take the penalty for your sin. God the Father then raised Him from the dead…His disciples saw Him alive and Jesus Himself told them to preach this “Good News” to every man in every generation until He returned.  This is the message preached by the disciples right after Jesus rose from the dead.

Acts 4:12  12 "….there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved."

The consequences of man’s disfavor with this message vary dramatically. Some are just marginalized and mocked by those who deny God.  Peter and the first generation suffered a great deal.
Acts 5:27-33  27 When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high priest questioned them,  28 saying, "We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's blood upon us."  29 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men.  30 "The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.  31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  32 "And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him."  33 But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them.

Paul was not converted yet when this incident took place…in fact…Paul might have even been amongst the men who intended to kill them.  What Paul recounts for us in the opening chapters of Galatians is the miracle of conversion.  There are no sound human reasons for leaving the strong side and going to the weak.  For switching from the view that was in favor with your culture, peers and family and adopting the one that everyone hates.  But, this was exactly what happened to Paul. He begins to testify to it in our passage this morning. 
Galatians 1:10-17  10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.  11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.  12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.  13 For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it;  14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.  15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me through His grace, was pleased  16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,  17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.

Paul uses these truths to illustrate the Extraordinary Origin of the Gospel. Three things are apparent about The True Gospel in these verses: 
· The True Gospel is not favored by men because it makes them look bad. [10-12]

· The True Gospel defies the logic of men because it was not thought up by men [13-14]

· The True Gospel does not require the approval of men because it has the approval of God [15-17]

The True Gospel is not favored by men because it makes them look bad [10-12]

Galatians 1:10-11  10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.

Am I now seeking the favor of men?:  There is only one Gospel and it is the one that we defined above.  We get it from the Bible itself and men and women have lived to preach it and died rather than deny it for all these centuries.  The religious leaders of Jesus day required only a simple denial.  We just want you to stop asserting that this one man, Jesus is the Savior of all men and that He is the only way to heaven.  If you can just temper the message some.  Say for instance that following Jesus as a great teacher and prophet is noble.  Say that He was the kindest, gentlest man ever, but do not say that He was the True God of Heaven who alone paid for the sins of mankind.  Men are seldom pleased by the preaching the Gospel of Christ. 
If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ:  Paul considered Himself to be a man pleaser before His conversion to Christ.  He went with his peers.  He adopted the thoughts and attitudes of the majority.  If enough people tell you an idea is wrong then it must be wrong.  If the entire education establishment says that there is no God who created then they must be right…after all they were right about everything else.  
Believing God requires a choice between two conflicting systems.  God makes no apologies for it whatsoever.  He claims to have created the world and all that is in it and therefore knows how it is ordered.  As the creator He has also reserved the right to save men according to His plan and not according to ours.  His plan was to send His own Son into the world to take the sins of those who would trust Him.  He does not accept any other means. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
The gospel which was preached by me is not according to man:  God says things that conflict with the conventional wisdom of man. Medieval men said the earth was flat…God told Job and Isaiah thousands of years before that it was round. 

Job 26:10   10 "He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters At the boundary of light and darkness.

Isaiah 40:22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.
You and I have to decide who to believe.
· Intelligent Design for example asserts that design requires intelligence.  

· Evolutionist insist that the spectacular design of the universe could and did happen by random chance.  

· Religion says that we must be good and do good to get to heaven.  This is defined differently by various religions.  Put another way…if you do more good than harm, you will get to heaven.  In religion’s view God is weighing each thought, word and action in His balance. 

· The Gospel of Christ in the Bible, calls men to trust Jesus because He paid the price for all your sins.  Even one sin will be too much for God.  All your sins must be washed away.  We cannot go into the presence of a Holy God with even one sin.  

Clearly the Gospel of Christ is not according to the thoughts of men.  It was planned by God and carried out by God and is still commanded to be preached by God.  It is a Gospel of Grace….God does everything through Christ and it is a Gospel of Faith….Men must trust Christ alone to be saved.  

The True Gospel defies the logic of men because it was not thought up by men [13-14]

Galatians 1:13-14    13 For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it;  14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.  

My former manner of life in Judaism:  Paul’s religious days were behind Him.  Religion and the Gospel of Christ are incompatible.  Let me say this once more.  Religion is incompatible with the Gospel of Christ.  Here is why:  Religion calls us to observe ritual, traditions and other man made rules or laws to be righteous an so get to heaven.  God calls men to trust Christ Jesus Alone:

Romans 4:4-8  4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,  6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:  7 "BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOSE LAWLESS DEEDS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN, AND WHOSE SINS HAVE BEEN COVERED.  8 "BLESSED IS THE MAN WHOSE SIN THE LORD WILL NOT TAKE INTO ACCOUNT."
I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it:  This is not your office co-workers making fun of you because you believe that God actually created the world and made the first man and woman.  This is some serious hatred. 

Acts 9:1-2  Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest,  2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions:  Paul had status and wealth.  He wore fine clothes and was called by a title.  He had a wonderful education.  These are not small things.  In his chosen field he was likely to achieve the ultimate position. He had access to the High Priest and could easily get letters and proclamations from him.    

The True Gospel does not require the approval of men because it has the approval of God [15-17]

Galatians 1:15-17  15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb and called me through His grace, was pleased  16 to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood,  17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.
God, who had set me apart even from my mother's womb:  God, because He is God, is not holding His breath to see if we will become Christians or not.  He knows about these things.  He knows who will tell us The Gospel of His love for us and Christ’s payment for our sins.  He knows when we will decided to quit trusting men and trust in Christ alone for this life and the one to come.  All this is known about His children.  
And called me through His grace:  This is the call that you hear.  It is not the preachers voice but the Voice of Christ Jesus calling you to trust in Him.  We preachers call all men to believe while Christ calls men to forsake all and follow Him.  

John 10:3-5  the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4 "When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  5 "A stranger they simply will not follow

John 10:27   27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  
Was pleased  to reveal His Son in me”  Christ is revealed to us as our only hope of salvation….but He is also revealed in us.  He changes the way we think with a desire to think His way.  He changes the things that we value to be more like the things He values. He changes complaining and ungrateful hearts into joyful and thankful ones.  

One of the main objections to the preaching of the true Gospel is that it requires nothing of men and this is true.  Opponents reason that if that is the case then it give a license to behave and think anyway you want.  In other words….if I am saved by the work of Christ Jesus alone then I can sin as much as I want.  This simple statement refutes that notion.  Christ is revealed “in us.”  Jesus transforms the hearts and minds of the people who come to Him in faith.  The result is something that God highly desires.  God wants to reveal Christ to the world through your conversion to Him.  He makes Himself known in the world through His children.  

If you believe in Christ but still wonder what your purpose in life is then here is a very strong one.  God wants to use your redeemed life to reveal the beauty and glory of Jesus Christ to the World. 

If you do not believe in Christ then this is something you need to know.  Trusting Jesus Christ for salvation is not joining a religion.  It is not adding something else to do. It is coming to the source of all true meaning in life.  He is the meaning of life and it is always revealed in the lives of His children.  
I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood:  When a man hears the call of the voice of Christ to trust Him, he does not need to take a poll, or check with his peers, or make sure that everyone approves.  The Gospel is not something you vote on.  It is God revealing His Love for you, to you personally.  He opens your eyes to see that He provided the only way for you to ever have eternal life.  Without Jesus, we will all pay for our own sins.  We will face God in the judgment at the end of our life and we will be condemned to hell. 

CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  The Gospel does not enjoy the favor of men because it makes them look bad.  Gospel believers are the first to admit their sin and helplessness.   Men apart from the Gospel don’t like it because it excludes them from all credit.  It asserts that God the Father sent His only Son into the world to do everything….absolutely everything to procure your eternal salvation.  The Gospel, just like Jesus Himself is always out of favor with Religion.  In our day it is out of favor with almost everyone, because it claims that God acted alone to save His creatures and all that come to Him, trusting in His work on the Cross are forgiven, given new life, hope, joy and eternal life in heaven.  
The gospel defies the logic of men.  Of course it does.  How can the creature demand that the creator think and reason like he does.  Yet that is exactly the way men typically treat the Gospel of Christ.  We prefer chance and so we mock God’s claims to have made all things….even though Science cannot….after over a century of trying prove God’s claim to be false.   They can only silence it and ridicule it.  

The gospel does not require the approval of men.  Religions and governments have been trying to silence the gospel for 2000 years without success.  Why?  Because once Christ Jesus is revealed to you and in you….you simply cannot forsake Him for the lies you once believed.   We do not need the concurrence of our peers or family.  It is enough to know Christ and the great love He has given to us.  
Ask for a verdict:  Christ Jesus is the Gospel.  It is what you believe about Him that sets you apart from religion and unbelief.   The Gospel call is simple.  Trust Christ alone for your life.  Your life now, your future life and your eternal life.  Trust Him to the point of giving your heart and mind to Him only. 
Many of us have believed in Christ for salvation but we still fear men.  When we fear men we waffle on the Gospel.  Why?  Because the Gospel is so unbendable.  It claims all authority to save and give none to men.  It points all eyes to Christ and turns all heads away from the works of men.  It gives all Credit to God and none to men.   In short…Jesus Christ does everything for men.   This is the Gospel we need to embrace and it is the one we need to preach.  Because…..it is not from men but from God. 
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