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Introduction:

If  I were to ask you to tell me the precise Biblical meaning of The Gospel in three or four sentences would you be able to do it?  On the notes today I have given you a place to write your definition of the Gospel.  I would encourage you to take at least a minute or two to do that.  Let me quiz you for a moment.  Is the Gospel: 

“Christ loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life?”   Although it is true that Christ loves us, this tells us nothing of who Christ is.  Many non-Christians believe “in Christ.”  They believe Him to be a great moral teacher.  Perhaps the foremost religious founder in history. Countless thousands including Mormons, Jehovah’s witnesses and even Moslems believe in Christ.  But do they believe the Gospel.  

How about this passage in I Corinthians.  It reads as follows: 

1 Corinthians 15:1-4  Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand,  2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,  4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,  

The Bible speaks of the Gospel in this passage and gives three main points we should receive.  All of them are about Christ and tell us something about Christ: 

· Christ Died for our Sins   [He must have been without sin of His own to die for]
· He was buried [He must have actually been dead]
· He rose again on the third day [He must be God, because mere men don’t rise]
It is possible to give intellectual assent to these truths without considering their implication or our own spiritual state.  Who is Christ and what has He accomplished for sinners?  How am I to be rightly related to Him for all eternity.  The Gospel Message is not about doctrinal points but about the person of Jesus Christ.  When Paul preached The Gospel it was always personally about Jesus.
Acts 18:4-5   4 And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 

The “Good News” is Jesus Christ.  The Bible teaches the Centrality of Jesus Christ in all things.  In all preaching, in all teaching, in all living and in all believing. So Christ is the Gospel.  Let’s read our Scripture text together now. 
Galatians 1:6-9   6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!

We must know and defend the Gospel!  Churches and preachers are toying with fire when they revise, update and modernize the Gospel.  Our look, our music, our clothes and buildings may all be modernized.  We can meet on the beach or next to a river or in a warehouse.  We can use PowerPoint to sing the hymns and a fiddle to play the music, but we may not touch the Gospel.  Three points here make that perfectly clear. 
· To Desert the Gospel is to desert God Himself. [6]
· To Distorted the Gospel is to destroy the Gospel. [7]
· To Denigrate the Gospel is to condemn its preachers and hearers. [8-9]
To Desert the Gospel is to Desert God Himself. [6]
Galatians 1:6   6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;
I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him: God made the first move to save us.  God acted alone to save you.  He acted to send His own Son to the Cross to pay the price for your liberation…then He acted again centuries later to give you life and faith in Christ so as to be saved.  All this, the Scripture affirms was done in Grace. To deny grace by diluting it with works of any kind is to desert our God and Savior. Living in Grace will give you the daily knowledge that there is nothing you can do without the strength and mercy of God.  
Him who called you by the grace of Christ:  This would be the Holy Spirit.  The Scripture is describing something known as the effectual call of God.  There is a general call that Scripture and Christians make to all men.  It is the open invitation to believe in and know our Savior.  This however, is the call that raises the dead.  It opens the eyes of the human spirit to believe and be saved.  When God does this His people always respond to it. 
John 10:2-5   2 "But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.  3 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4 "When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  5 "A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers."
How is Christ calling men today?  Through the voice of His Spirit in this world.  
John 16:7-9   7 "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;  9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;

We may witness and preach the gospel.  That is our great privilege, but we do so knowing that the Holy Spirit must issue the call that men will hear and obey. 

2 Timothy 1:8-9   8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,  9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

1 Peter 2:9   9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
This same calling is a call to holy living.  With it comes the divine power of God to do it.  Only we must forsake all human strength and walk in the light of the gospel of Grace.  God bestows to His children all that we need to walk in the light of the Gospel. 

2 Peter 1:2-4   2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;  3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

For a different gospel: This is a Gospel that includes works.  It is a gospel message that insists on certain outward changes before men can be fully accepted by God.  In short it takes transformation out of the hand of the master and puts it in the hands of men, churches, preachers and the like.  In implies that we do not depend moment by moment on God for our salvation and our manner of life.  

To Distorted the Gospel is to Destroy the Gospel. [7]
Galatians 1:7  7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.
Which is really not another:  Because there is only one.  There is only one way back to God.  Men devise countless schemes to do this, but there is no other way back to God.  There is only one God and this One True Living God…because He is God…has chosen to do it through the Blood of the Cross.  
There are some who are disturbing you:  You need to know this Gospel inside out.  The  Gospel message sets us free…it does not disturb us.  Who were these people?  
They were men who add works to Grace.  In this case they were Jewish works, but if they are human works of any kind then they are not Holy Spirit produced. 

How were they disturbing the brothers and sisters?  Once you start down this road it becomes a trap.  They are Devaluing the work of the Cross by teaching that Grace alone is not sufficient for your sins. They are making performance the gold standard rather than the Worship and Exaltation of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.    It always depends on something you must do for Christ and does not lead us to the foot of the Christ to live in Grace.  They are imposing their standard through fear and intimidation.  Even Peter in Jerusalem succumbed to what He clearly knew was wrong. 
And want to distort the gospel of Christ:   If what the Holy Spirit does is not sufficient then what will ever be sufficient for our daily life with God?   This is a distorted [perverted] Gospel as well as a disturbance of our peace, love and joy in Christ.  These were granted freely along with the assurance of our full and complete acceptance in Christ.  We have been loved by Christ, chosen by Christ, redeemed by Christ, made children of God by Christ, we have been washed by Christ, clothed by Christ, seated at the King’s table by Christ, written into the will as heirs…all by Christ 

To Denigrate the Gospel is to Condemn its preachers and hearers. [8-9]
Galatians 1:8-9   8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!  9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!
But even if we, or an angel from heaven: Paul warns under inspiration that he is not the final authority regarding the Gospel.  He includes Himself in the warning.  Even if I change on you and denigrate [belittle]  this gospel of grace, then may I suffer the same fate as anyone else who does it..
A gospel contrary to what we have preached to you:  Paul clearly thinks they know the Gospel he has already preached to them.  This is why He said He was amazed that they had abandoned God so quickly. You see…the Gospel calls men to God as their only hope.  It never calls them to religion, self-reform and certainly not self-righteousness.  It calls men and women to complete submission to the Work of Christ on the Cross.  Jesus Christ is the Good News of the Gospel.  We were hopeless and helpless when God sent Christ into the world to save us.  Today He sends Gospel preachers in the Power of the Spirit to declare that Christ Alone is the hope of men.    

Romans 1:16-17   16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."
2 Corinthians 4:3-7   3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

The gospel is veiled because it runs against the fallen nature of men.  It is like shining a strong light on Christ so that a totally blind man might see Him and believe. That blind man must be made to see by God Himself.  Satan personally resists this.  The preaching of the Cross is always resisted by Satan.  The preaching of a perverted Gospel does not need to be resisted in any way. 

We do not preach a message of doctrinal points that must be believed nor a gospel of religious performance that must be done.  It is a message of the spectacle of the Glory of Christ in His Creation.  How the Grace of God brought Christ to the Cross and How Jesus Christ is the perfect image of our gloriously perfect God.  This is the saving and transforming gospel.  
He is to be accursed:  He is not to be cursed by us.  He is to be prayed for and preached to, but he is accursed nevertheless.  He is “a person or thing doomed to destruction, a man accursed, devoted to the direst woes.”  “Someone who cannot be redeemed, but is doomed and separated from Christ.”  Thayer   This accursedness is so because a false gospel cannot save.  God allows no additions or subtractions to or from His Gospel.  It cannot be Christ plus the Church, plus self-righteousness, plus ritual, plus moral improvement or even well meaning insistence on change of life style or good works.  Both the preachers and hearers are unable to be redeemed because Christ Alone redeems men. 

Acts 4:10-12  10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead-- by this name this man stands here before you in good health.  11 "He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone.  12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved." 

1 Timothy 2:5-7   5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.  7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.   
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  To misunderstand the gospel is a serious error because it is foundational to our Salvation and Christian Life.    There are many false gospels out there.  They all consider “Christ Alone” to be insufficient for our righteousness.   But, beware! People who believe and trust “Christ Alone” for salvation can and do fall into the broader trap of Galatians.  
The false claim of this “distorted Gospel” was … not only must you be saved by works, but that God only accepts those who do certain works ‘taught by men.”   I personally know countless believers that have embrace salvation by grace alone and pursue their Christian walk through human or “fleshly” means.  The harm to their souls is immense.  Peace is gone for this simple reason….Who can ever be good enough.  Pride stalks their every action.  If they have accomplished certain changes and others have not then they have reason to boast.  This is usually hidden by judgmentalism, another obvious form of pride.  If we believe that we can set a standard and attain to it then why can’t everyone else?  Paul was insistent that this was a major error before God.  
Galatians 3:3   3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
God has called us to be saved by Grace and to live by Grace.  Our dear Savior redeemed us for His own Glory.  Please try to understand this.  Your Christian life is not a probation to see if you can be good enough to merit God’s favor.  It is a demonstration of the Glorious Grace of God to save you and transform you. You have been brought into the Family of God and there, He works to disciple you and strengthen you.  
BUT You do have responsibility:  You should come to the table and eat what God has prepared for you.  You should seek His presence in prayer and worship.  Please brothers and sisters make a commitment to need Christ daily.  Do not leave Him back there at the point of your salvation and travel you path alone.   
What about your work, your marriage, your peace of mind, your hope, your joy, your love for the unlovely?  Please do not just thrash around trying and failing at all these things.  Come to Christ daily.  Feed upon His Word and Fellowship with His other Children.  You may not think you need this, but God says absolutely that we need Christ’s Grace everyday and we need one another all the time. This is exactly what God meant in Hebrews Chapter Ten.  Turn there with me…in closing: 
Hebrews 10:19-25   19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh,  21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
· God has opened the way for you into His presence….Please go there

· God has done this without our help…Please go there with confidence

· God has said we have been sought and wanted….Let us never waver in our confession God has put us together in His Family….please be with one another and encourage one another. 
Prayer
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