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Galatians 1:1-5  Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead),  2 and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia:  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,  5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.
Introduction:

Is the world out of control?  Are we now, more than ever, looking at the beginning of the end?  These questions are on the minds of believers.  I receive emails saying  that current events are fulfillments of end time prophecies.  It seems that government has taken leave of its senses…if it ever had any to begin with.  Marriage, as God designed it, is seriously threatened in our culture and there is economic distress looming.    This is certainly an “evil age.”  We might call it “This present evil age” if it were not for the fact that Paul already used that term to describe when he lived, in the first century.  
This present evil age has been around awhile.  It has had a roller-coaster ride.  At times it has been substantially worse than when Paul wrote to the Galatians.  At times it is some better…depending upon where and when one lives.  It seems more evil right now,  because we are comparing it with a time, not long ago, when it seemed better.  There is no doubt about it though….things have gotten a lot worse in many areas recently.  Perhaps a reminder from God that we,  like the Galatians, are living in this present evil age.  
At the beginning of this age, God sent His Word to a group of churches in a province called Galatia in what is modern day Turkey  A group of men had followed Paul into this region and found the churches that he had established there.  In Paul’s absence they taught that salvation and sanctification require outward human performance.  God says, they nullified Christ’s sacrifice of love on the Cross, saying that it was altogether insufficient for our salvation. The churches began to succumb to this pressure to live in works.  Now before you judge them to severely, let me ask you to put yourselves in their place.  They are new believers.  They have been taught that Christ has died for them and that they are accepted by God in Christ.  Their sins are washed away and most importantly of all…They are loved dearly as God’s own children.  

How do you feel when someone who says he is a Christian rebukes you for the way you dress, eat, talk or groom yourself?  Yes, it is stinging.  New believers are new children in the family.  They are the new kids in class and they want to belong where they have found such peace, joy and acceptance.  When I was saved God began a work in my heart to conform me to Christ…but my church began a work in my body to conform me to their group ideal.  I found out for instance that it was forbidden to watch a movie in a theater, but perfectly OK to watch the same movie on TV.  Today we have folk who say it is forbidden to watch it on TV,  but you can watch it on a VHS tape.  And we will feel the sting of these rebukes, even when we believe that we have done nothing wrong.  Even the Apostle Peter succumbed to this kind of pressure.  
Galatians 2:12-13  prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.  13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.  
So what was going on in Galatia?  We may call it a little “legalism problem,” but God considered it serious enough to write an entire book to combat it.  God says it is:

Deserting Christ for a different Gospel [6]

· A Distorted Gospel [7]

· A Contrary Gospel [8]

· A Man Pleasing Gospel [10]

· A Man Devised Gospel [11]   
God goes on to say that This Gospel: 

· Nullifies the Grace of God. [2:21]

· Bewitches men’s minds  [3:1]

· Nullifies God’s Promise to Abraham  [3:18]
· Enslaves men again [4:9-10]

· Severs men from Christ [5:5]

Many believe that Acts 15 describes these men.  They came first to Antioch and then later on followed Paul from town to town trying to counteract the gospel of Grace Alone. 
Acts 15:1-4  Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."  2 And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.  3 Therefore, being sent on their way by the church, they were passing through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and were bringing great joy to all the brethren.  4 When they arrived at Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 
The Gospel of the Grace of God brings great joy.  The distorted gospel of added works of the flesh, brings great grief because it severs men from the source of all joy and peace…Jesus Christ our Savior.  Our test gives three opening truths about God’s Gospel.
· The Gospel of Grace is God’s Idea [1]

· The Gospel of Grace is about Jesus Christ [3-4]

· The Gospel of Grace exalts God as Glorious forever [4-5]  

The Gospel of Grace is God’s Idea [1]

Galatians 1:1-2  Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead),  

Paul, an apostle:  This became an office because of the extraordinary mission of the 12 disciples, but the word “apostle” describes a messenger with delegated authority.  He is sent with orders to proclaim a precise message….and that message is the Good News of Grace in Christ Alone.  We have not been sent to build the Church of Jesus Christ.  We have not been sent to save souls.  Paul even said that he was not sent to baptize.  
1 Corinthians 1:17-18   17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.  18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

Not sent from men nor through the agency of man but through Jesus Christ and God the Father:  We too have been sent to proclaim the message of the Cross. There the Grace of God was revealed in all its Glory to hopeless, helpless sinners.  We are like runners on a track.  We are handed the baton and we get to make our laps.  The baton is the Word of the Cross, the proclamation of the Love of Christ for sinners shown there and it is always the same in every age.  The runners are different, but the message well tested and found sufficient for sinners even in this post modern world. 
Who raised Him from the dead: We proclaim a person not a message. It is not a point of doctrine.  It is the proof that everything Jesus said was true.  When Jesus was asked, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?"  The following exchange took place. 
John 2:19-21  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  20 The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?"  21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.

The resurrection is the punctuation mark to the Cross.  It is God’s final answer to all skepticism about Christ.  God anticipated the rejection of His Son and the lies about His Deity.  So He not only predicted His death and resurrection, but also let men do everything possible to deny it.  There was a huge stone placed over the grace, There was the seal upon the tomb and the Roman Guard.  There were the lies and cover up and the threats and intimidations against the Apostles.  All to no avail.  Christianity could have been killed in its crib by one simple act…The public display of the body of Jesus.  Please look up Romans 1:4
Romans 1:4-6   4 He was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,  5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake,  6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;

The Gospel of Grace could not have ever been conceived by men.  Men have no grace in themselves.  We have received it from God Himself.  Not only that, but look at verse 5 in Romans One.  It is the preaching of Gospel of Grace that will bring about obedience, not the preaching of performance, works and laws.  

The Gospel of Grace is about Jesus Christ [3-4]

Galatians 1:3-4  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age
Grace to you:  This then is more than a greeting…particularly given what Paul intends to talk about.  It is a prayer, a passion. It is the Word of  the Cross.  It is the revelation of the Glory of Christ.  Paul is willing to suffer persecution and great bodily harm for Grace.  It was these same religious Jews who persecuted Paul and not the Romans.  
Acts 13:45 But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. 

Jealousy over what?  That they had labored day and night in their self righteousness to get into heaven and God would just now give it away for free…to filthy, unwashed Gentiles?  To men who have never kept a single commandment or dietary law.  Grace makes men angry.  It offends their sense of justice and pride.  
And peace: There is no peace apart from Grace.  If your daily fellowship with Jesus is depending upon your doctrine, your good reputation, your ritual, your rule keeping, your reformed life style or any other thing…you will never experience the peace of God . And here is why.  When will you ever be good enough?  How good is good enough?  If you only commit one sin tomorrow, but most Christians commit three…is that good enough to be at peace with God? 
Ephesians 2:13-14  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14 For He Himself is our peace,  
Should we sin then…that Grace may abound?  God forbid.  If it is not one extreme with us it is another.  The point of the Gospel is that you are loved and accepted “in Christ,” “by Christ” and “because of Christ.” God will transform you apart from your own strength. You need to be reminded daily of your dependence on Grace or you will be proud.
Ephesians 2:8-10   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace comes from God and Peace is its twin. The works of the flesh [religious self righteousness] come from men.  Men cannot imagine grace.  Our pride will not allow for God to do everything for us.  The first gleam of grace never dawns on men apart from God.   We tell our children to be good!   If they are good then they will get something in return.  When they are bad we withhold our affection from them until they behave or perform the way we want.  This will get performance oriented results, but they are of the flesh.  They do nothing to change the heart and God desires a changed heart.  Apart from God we cannot imagine Grace.  

Titus 2:11-14  11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

“Grace” is not a disembodied concept or a doctrinal point.  It is the Revelation of The Living God to men.  Have you ever stopped to think that this entire characteristic of God was unknown to men before the fall.  It was after sin that God first began to reveal grace.  Instead of killing Adam and Eve….he clothed them.  As grievous as sin is, it has revealed God to us like nothing else ever could.  
1 Corinthians 15:9-10   9 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.  

The ultimate revelation of this most glorious of God’s attributes was at the Cross.  There Justice and Mercy combined for the incomprehensible redemption of your dear life.  God Himself would crush His own Son for you….and you are a sinner.  

John 1:17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
Who gave Himself for our sins:  There was nothing forced about the Cross.  The Father did not make the Son go there.  Sinful men did not overpower Jesus and kill Him against His will.  What Jesus did there He did willingly.  
Ephesians 5:2  walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

1 Timothy 2:5-6  5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.

John 10:17-18  17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father."

This was unmerited on our part.  We call that Grace.  We were still sinners when God saved us.  We were dead in trespasses and sins when God saved us.  We were enemies of God when He saved us.  Most of us can embrace this.  We have heard it all our Christian lives.  What we struggle with is the last part of this sentence.  
So that He might rescue us from this present evil age:  What kinds of things characterize this evil age?  
· Its wisdom is temporary and always foolish: 

1 Corinthians 1:20   20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

· It can never comprehend Christ

1  Corinthians 2:8   8 the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;

Titus 2:11-13  11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,  12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,

The Grace of the Cross brought salvation to all men, but did you notice what else it does? It instructs us.  Grace does for us what good works, pride and performance can never do.  God teaches us how to deny ungodliness… in this present evil age.  
We were not saved only to go to heaven.  In fact, heaven is just the logical conclusion to why we were saved.  God saved you so that He could put His Grace on display in all Creation.  He always intended to rescue you from this present evil age. That is part of the Gospel. You are sinful and frail.  You cannot become Christlike in this world anymore than you could pay the penalty for your own sin at the Cross.  Know this….It does not depend on you to change.  God will change you and He will do it for the same reason He saved you….Because it causes all creation to stand in awe of His Grace and to worship.
Ephesians 1:4-6  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:11-12  11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.

Ephesians 1:13-14  3 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

1 Timothy 1:13-16  13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;  14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.  15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.
Why will we embrace Grace at the Cross and ignore it in our struggle with this evil age?  I have done this.  I fell in love with Christ on the day of my salvation because I knew at that moment it was all of Grace.  I was unworthy, I was lost, but He found me.  He rejoiced over me like the shepherd on Luke 15 and I entered into His joy that day.  Many of you can tell a similar story…but this world beats on us.  We are encouraged to take matters into our own hands.  Adopt an outward standard.  It is the instant fix.  If I look transformed than that will be enough.  But it is never enough.  God wants to transform your heart.  It is His will to give you a heart for Him and not just an outward appearance. 

The Gospel of Grace exalts God as Glorious forever [4-5]  

Galatians 1:4-5  according to the will of our God and Father,  5 to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.
According to the will of our God and Father: I need to ask you a question now?  Is your will stronger than God’s?  Let me put it another way.  Is your sinfulness and weakness too much for God to overcome in your life?  God says that He gave Himself for our sins because He willed to deliver us from this “present evil world.”  Now God has delivered you.  He has broken the power of this world to grieve you, to control your thoughts and to make you march to its drum.  It is by His gracious empowering that we are transformed.  It is a work of the Holy Spirit that will renew our minds. 
· He has broken the power of Sin to rule us: 

Romans 6:10-11   10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:22  22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.

· He has broken the power of Death to terrorize us:

1 Corinthians 15:55-58  55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

CONCLUSION

This is the work of God and we are in awe of it.  He saves us “by Grace” and delivers us from  sin’s power “by Grace” and then strengthens us to live  “by Grace.”  

If you feel defeated in your walk with God it is because it has become your walk.  It has become about what you do or do not do for God.  About how you fail Him or please Him.  When it becomes about Him again then joy returns.  
Your circumstances are not a sign of God’s displeasure with your performance.  They are the evidence that He is at work in your life.  He is drawing you into dependence on Him.  He is carrying you when you cannot go on your own.  God is sustaining you.  He is providing for you.  Our sinfulness and weakness display His Grace to creation.  Did you know that the angels of heaven were craning over rails of heaven just to watch The Creator God redeem His lost creation. 
1 Peter 1:10-13  10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.  13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

We are convoluted in our view of this.  We have been led to believe that God only looks good when we look good.  God only appears righteous when we appear righteous.  Hence our obsession with doing good works [or at least hiding our bad ones], thinking good thoughts [or at least keeping the bad ones hidden].  We act like God needs us to make Him look Awesome and Holy.  

But, did He need us at the Cross to make Himself Glorious?  No, no, no!!  But now He needs us?   No…instead we will worship in dependence.  We shall enter the rest that transforms us.  We will trust in God alone to do His work in us.  
Psalm 34:1-9  I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  2 My soul will make its boast in the LORD; The humble will hear it and rejoice.  3 O magnify the LORD with me, And let us exalt His name together.  4 I sought the LORD, and He answered me, And delivered me from all my fears.  5 They looked to Him and were radiant, And their faces will never be ashamed.  6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him And saved him out of all his troubles.  7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, And rescues them.  8 O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!  9 O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no want.
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