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Philippians 3:17-21  17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.  18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.  20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

“Walk as you have seen me walk.”  This is the opening command in our passage today. But Paul was in prison and the entire discourse leading up to this has been warning us about legalism as a means to please God.  Before we can make sense of Paul’s admonition we are going to have to remember what example he has set.  When we start talking about “how to walk” it can sound like legalism in very short order.    Legalism is: following a set of rules or “laws” that we believe will make us more acceptable to God.  We believe that God will help us and bless us when we follow those rules and will punish us when we do not.  Let’s do a self evaluation to see if we believe that. 
Suppose you started your day by Bible reading and prayer.  You were patient with your kids and did not yell at them.  You even read a couple of chapters of that Christian Book that you have been meaning to start. You decided to pray for that brother or sister who bugs you instead of going over in your mind the ways they annoy you.  In the afternoon you go to the store and there is an opportunity to share Christ.  Do you think God would be more or less inclined to help you at the end of a day like that?
Suppose you wake up feeling sick and you hardly slept the night before.  You yell at your kids for leaving their toys in the kitchen and snap at your spouse over breakfast….if you even have the time or inclination to have breakfast.  Instead of reading your Bible you pick up a magazine and it never enters your mind to start that book you intended to read. You even read some stuff there that reminds you of so and so, who bugs you all the time. You stew over their offenses for awhile. That afternoon you meet a person and have an opportunity to share Christ with them. Do you think God is more or less inclined to help you at the end of a day like that?
If you think God will help you in  the first case, but probably not in the second, you believe that God dispenses help and favor on the basis of how we behave.  To put it another way…on the basis of performance.  If we are good, God will help us…if we are bad,  He will not.  This my friends is not grace…it is works.   You believe God saved you by grace on the day you trusted Christ, but that ground has now shifted to works.  God now helps you and sustains you in direct proportion to your good works.  This is an unbiblical belief, but pervasive in the church. 
Philippians 1:3-6   3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:1-5  You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?  2 This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?  3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?  4 Did you suffer so many things in vain-- if indeed it was in vain?  5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

Colossians 2:6-8   6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.  
These elementary principles are not doctrines, but legalistic behaviors.  

Colossians 2:20-23  20 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,  21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  22 (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

How did you receive Christ?  Through faith!  And how did you receive faith?  Through Grace!  And what good works did you do for God that caused Him to bestow Grace on you?  None!  

Titus 3:5-7  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

So when the Scripture says, “join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us,” do not let anyone tell you that this applies to any list of do’s and don’ts or religious observance.  It is the walk of dependency.  It is the walk of trust.  God is at work in you.  The Holy Spirit is the one who produces love for Christ, intimacy with Christ and that union transforms you.  Yes…your outward walk does change, but that is a work of grace through trust in Christ.  

I once heard E.V. Hill, a wonderful preacher,  tell how his elders came to him and said that they wanted to buy him a car for use in the ministry.  He said, “what kind of car did you have in mind?”  They replied, “We were thinking about a New Lincoln Town Car.”  Pastor Hill thought for a moment and then said, “That would be alright for down here.”  “But,  down here ain’t it!”   He knew he was an alien and a stranger in this world and was looking for the real thing.  His heart was set on what God does and not what man does.   Here are four things to move our hearts from works back to grace. From what we do for Christ  back to what Christ does for us. 
· Follow Hard after Jesus Christ Himself [17]

· Weep over the Enemies of the Cross [18-19]]

· Anticipate your Home Going [20]

· Glory in the Hope of Your Resurrection [21]
Follow Hard After Jesus Christ Himself [17]

Philippians 3:17  17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.

Join in following my example:  Literally….”Become my fellow imitators.”  What has Paul been discussing leading up to this point?  It is simply to state:  Paul has renounced a life of religious striving and good works for intimacy with Christ.  This is precisely what every believer is looking for.  Desire for God.  Passion and affection that drives all change, all works and all duty.  This makes you want to pray, want to read the Bible, want to stop sinning and want to be with other believers….yes….even in church.  The absence of these qualities makes us joyless, religious, judgmental and worst of all, estranged from our Savior, Jesus.  

God repeatedly calls for the heart but many will only give Him the head.  By heart the scripture means much the same as we do when we say, “he loved her with all his heart.”  It is the inner man, the seat of your emotions.  It is where passion, joy, peace and love all reside.  

Ephesians 1:18 I pray that the eyes of your heart [not just your mind] may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

Ephesians 5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,
The Scripture speaks of the heart in these verses and not the head alone.  Doctrine is priceless, but it only a means to an end.  Perfect doctrine cannot save you.  Many evangelical Christians believe they are saved by what they approve of doctrinally.  This is tragic because doctrine did not leave the joy and comfort of The Father to die in your place on the Cross.  Doctrine did not chose you and know you before the foundation of the earth.  Doctrine does not live in heaven at the right hand of the Father making intercession….that means praying for you.  Jesus is praying for you today.   Doctrine is the true teachings of God’s Word about who Jesus Christ, The Father, the Spirit and you are.  Sound doctrine it the hammer in the hand of the Holy Spirit that smashes Satan lies.  And it is the light that floods over our Savior revealing how intensely He loves us.   

Observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us:  Not just Paul because he is an apostle.  Anyone who conducts his or her life in full daily dependence on and intimacy with Christ is worth watching.  Many can be watched today.  If you know people like this spend time with them.  Watch them work, play and worship.  They are worthy to be observed.  “Observed” is skopeo.  It is the basis of our word microscope or telescope which are used to observe or to spy.  No one likes to think they are being put under a microscope right?  Do you know why?  Because people who do this are looking for fault and failure.  They are looking for imperfections and sin.  We are forbidden to do this to one another.  Just a couple of verses will suffice here. 
James 5:9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.

Ephesians 4:32 - 5:2   32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. Ephesians 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Paul not only welcomed this microscope, but even commanded it.  Why?  Because through it we see Christ’s love for sinners. WE SEE GRACE!   When you watch me you will see a sinner.  Paul did not fear such scrutiny precisely because he had forsaken all pretense of perfection and righteousness for total dependence upon Jesus who loved Him to the point of the Cross, bestowed undeserved mercy upon him and then made him an example of this most profound reality….Jesus Christ Receives Sinners! 

1 Timothy 1:15-16   15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.  16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.
Weep over the enemies of the Cross [18-19]]

Philippians 3:18-19   18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,  19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.

Many walk as… enemies of the cross of Christ:  My friends,  is God speaking of heathen, drunken, immoral blasphemers here?  Not really.  Such people are mentioned in one phrase in 3:2.  The rest of this chapter refers to “works based” righteousness.  It speaks of people who demand perfection in behavior and ritual.  Those who believe that God could be pleased by the external and that loving God is as simple as hating everything else.  This is the tragedy of man-made religion and God calls such men “enemies of the Cross of Christ.”  Even when they claim the cross.  Legalism nullifies the Cross and destroys Grace. At the Cross, God proved what He had always asserted about men.  
Genesis 6:5   5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Psalm 14:1 For the choir director. A Psalm of David. The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good. 2 The LORD has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any who understand, Who seek after God. 3 They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; There is no one who does good, not even one.

Men cannot save themselves.  It is not in them to do it.  The sole solution is the sinless sacrifice of Christ for sinful men.  All the righteousness of men is an affront to God.  If men can ever save themselves or even assist, then Christ died for nothing.  An enemy of the Cross is one who seeks righteousness through the law or self-improvement or religious service of any kind at all.  
End is destruction:  Christ cannot be added to our religion or our self-righteousness.  It is Christ alone or it is not Christ at all.  He is not like some pagan god that can be added to our shelf.  He is the sole way back to God.  

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Galatians 2:21 "I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly."

Whose god is their appetite:  They worship what makes them feel good about themselves.  We might be correct to think of gluttons and drunkards and the immoral here, but the self-righteous also fall directly into this category.  They want what they want,  not what God says.  
Whose glory is in their shame:  If a man does not glory in the Cross he will surely glory in himself.  The Glory of men is shameful in the sight of God.  The best we can offer is disapproved in the most humiliating way.  God describes it as taking our filthy laundry or bloody bandages as an offering them to the King of Glory.  

Isaiah 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
Who set their minds on earthly things: The self-righteous feel so superior to everyone.  There is a kind of “non-religious self-righteousness” afoot in our day.    They look down on people who fight for our freedom and safety.  They imagine that changing a light bulb in their closet will somehow save the planet for future generations and that everyone else is an ignorant fool or worse.  The Earth is their God!  There is almost no doubt about it.  Why else would they work tirelessly to save the planet and murder their own unborn children at the same time.  Only a pagan god would demand such irrational nonsense from his worshipers. 
And I now tell you even weeping:  Yes this is irritating, but it is cause for weeping not for hatred.  Christ never hated the world.  Hating the world gives us a false sense of righteousness.  Jesus wept over the world and so do His witnesses.  If you cannot weep for the world than pray for God to give you a sense of Christ’s compassion for the lost.  
Luke 19:41-42   41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it,  42 saying, "If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes.

He wept over the death of Lazarus.  Jesus was moved with compassion on the crowd because they were hungry.  Let God give you compassion for the lost and dying and you will not condemn them with your own mouth like many do today.  They are lost sheep without a shepherd.  What do you expect my friends….from the lost. 

Enemies of the Cross judge by some standard other than the grace of God and the total lost estate of men.  To move from works back to grace you must also regularly….
Anticipate your home going [20]

Philippians 3:20  0 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 

Our citizenship is in heaven:  This explains everything.  This is why things down here never seem to go right.  The world seems to speak a foreign language.  It is not the language of love and grace, but hostility and judgment.  We are considered the odd men out…and do you know why?….because we are.  Do you go to Mexico and expect everyone there to speak English to you?  Do you go to Italy for In and Out Burger and baseball.  No,  when we are in such places we are the aliens.  We are the ones who don’t really fit in.  This cannot be any clearer.  God is telling you where you belong.  Embrace this reality and live joyfully here.  We are all going home soon enough.  I think it is OK to enjoy the vacation in a foreign land. 

From which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ:  This is not just about going to heaven when we die.  It is about expecting Christ.  The visible bodily coming of our Savior. He is coming for us Physically….either after we die or before, but He is coming from heaven for His own children. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18  we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Heaven is nothing without Christ and the Father. It might as well be the Caribbean or Tahiti.   It is our Savior that we anticipate.  Do you want to go to heaven just to go or do you want to go there to be with Christ.  Jesus said He was coming back so that we could be with Him. 

John 14:3   3 "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

ILL:  While we were in Italy both my parents and Ginny’s moved to different houses in different cities.  But…when we prepared to come back to the states we said…”We are going home!”  We went to where our loved ones were.  We did not return to the old house in the old town and sit there alone.  What is it about heaven that draws you?  Paul said it is The Savior.  Desire Christ.  God to the ends of the earth to seek His presence…better yet…behold the lamb upon the Cross….my sin upon His shoulder.  Consider him as David did and said,  

Psalm 46:1-11  God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.  2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea;  3 Though its waters roar and foam, Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. Selah.  4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, The holy dwelling places of the Most High.  5 God is in the midst of her, she will not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns.  6 The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; He raised His voice, the earth melted.  7 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold. Selah.  8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, Who has wrought desolations in the earth.  9 He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariots with fire.  10 "Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."  11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold.

If you are not anxious for the appearing of Christ you are joyless.  This is a symptom of loss of love.  Those we love…we long to be with.   The hope of Christ’s appearing is also the hope of resurrection. Eternal health, freedom from disease and fear of death.  
Glory in the Hope of your Resurrection [21]
Philippians 3:21  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.
Who will transform the body of our humble state:  We are human beings.  They are God’s greatest creation.  The only thing in Creation that He chose to make in His own image.  God does not hate humanity or even hold it in low regard.  Being human is not a blight, a cancer, or a condemnation.  
Into conformity with the body of His glory: God will make your lowly, frail, human body like Christ’s resurrection human body.  We will not be God but we will have the human body God originally intended for men and was lost in the fall.  No dying, no sorrow, no old age.  Jesus was not a spirit and you will not be either.  
Luke 24:39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have."
He ate, he wept, he slept, he prayed….have you ever wondered why God prayed?  He was like you.  He came all the way to get you the first time.  He became totally like you so that He could be a fitting price for you.  Jesus gave up His life for you.  He will also, without a doubt come for you again.  This time to take you to be with Him.  
By the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself:  The absolute Sovereign of the Universe.  This is your Savior.  This is your God.  Nothing can even slow Him.  He struggles with nothing and is apposed by nothing.  What He wills to do He does without any hesitation.  
Jeremiah 32:17  17 'Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You,
CONCLUSION

How have we been beguiled like the Galatians, to trust in works rather than grace for our Christian life.  When was the last time you prayed for God to give you love for Him…Even passion for Him.  Jesus Himself admonishes us to “Remember from where we have fallen and repent.”   We have fallen away from our great passionate love of Christ.  Will we by so foolish as to try to restore for ourselves what we have only received from God by Grace.  Will love come from inside a fallen sinner toward the holy and living God?  Nonsense!!  We need to pray.  We need to humble ourselves before our Lord and repent of not loving Him with the love we once had.  Do not say…”How could I have done this?”   That implies that you think you should not have and why?   Because we think more highly of ourselves than that.  But, that is exactly the problem.  We need to think more lowly of ourselves.  We are the sheep of His pasture.  We hope in God 

Romans 5:5-6  and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.  6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
Even I have been an enemies of the Cross.  I say this with great pain.  I have imagined that the hating the world would make me love Christ.  Jesus could have said,   You shall hate the world  with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength…but he did not.  Men can do that on their own but it will not make you love God again.  And here is why.  
1 John 4:7-10  love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

Love comes from God and was revealed at the Cross.  There Mercy and Justice kissed and Grace was poured out on poor hopeless sinners.  God loved us and God gives us love for Him.  God rejoices over us and gives joy to us.  Simply, humbly, repentantly.  “Lord restore our love for you.  Increase our Joy from you.  Give us hope in you.  Turn our eyes toward heaven to look for you.  
Psalm 89:1-17   I will sing of the lovingkindness of the LORD forever; To all generations I will make known Your faithfulness with my mouth.  2 For I have said, "Lovingkindness will be built up forever; In the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness."……5 The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.  6 For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD,  7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?  8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them…..  11 The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world and all it contains, You have founded them.  12 The north and the south, You have created them; Tabor and Hermon shout for joy at Your name.  13 You have a strong arm; Your hand is mighty, Your right hand is exalted.  14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before You.  15 How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your countenance.  16 In Your name they rejoice all the day, And by Your righteousness they are exalted.  17 For You are the glory of their strength,
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