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Introduction:

Churches have personalities.  Once we begin to think and act a certain way it is easy to consider all changes to that norm a threat rather than a means for us to be changed into the image of Christ.  It is sadly possible to acknowledge we are imperfect, yet consider our relationship to Christ complete.  
We say things like:  “I know Christ”  or “I have a personal relationship with Christ.”   Question: Are you content with how well you know Christ? Are you aware that God has an ultimate purpose for your life?  Do you know how He thinks about your sin and your struggles in the inner man….or are you just guessing?  How personal is your “personal relationship?”   Is this a relationship you cannot live without?  Like one with a lover, a dear spouse, a child or parent?  The term “personal relationship” describes a state of affairs between relatives or close associates.  It speaks of love and affection between persons. It even…according to Webster  expresses passionate attachment.   So,  are you content with your knowledge of Christ?  Is your personal relationship with Him satisfactory?  Are you passionate about Christ?
If you said “NO,”  you are in good company.  The Apostle Paul also answered in the negative.  This text gives four vital attitudes that we can ask God to produce in our lives.  This is not a self-help message or a self-transformation message.  God is the helper and He is the transformer.  Just as surely as we depend upon Christ alone for our salvation we must also depend upon Him for our loving relationship to Him. 

Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed [let yourself be transformed] by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

We need to be: 
· Acknowledging that we are still dependent sinners [12]

· Aware of our enemies [Satan and Self] [13]

· Aspiring to our  Prize [14]

· Accommodating our Brothers and Sisters [15-16]
Philippians 3:12-16  12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you;  16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.

Lord, cause us to love you deeply.  We have trouble loving one another and we can see each other and talk to each other everyday.  Sometimes we go days without speaking to you and even longer without coming to praise you. Restore us to yourself, Jesus.  Send your Spirit to grant us renewed intimacy with you.  We repent of our lack of love for you Lord and we also admit that we are fallen sinners who cannot hope to keep our love for you alive.  So cause us to Hope in You and not ourselves.  AMEN  
Acknowledging that we are still dependent sinners [12]

Philippians 3:12  12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
Not that I have already obtained:  This verse has this sense.  “Since I have not taken hold of it.”  Paul is about to tell us what he is doing about it.  He had not obtained intimacy with Jesus Christ he desires and as a dependent sinner, he was working on it.  
Or have already become perfect: This is another way of emphasizing our need for God in this area.  “Become perfect” translates a Greek word that means “complete.”  Paul’s relationship with Christ was not good enough. He already said that earlier…..
Philippians 3:9-11  9 that I…. may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Paul was a man of impeccable religious credentials, but his greatest desire escaped him entirely.  Doing things for God will never make you love Him.   When the Pharisee’s met God the Son they plotted how to kill Him.  Paul actually killed Christians before he met Christ.  He did not change his doctrine on that road, he met the Christ of the Gospel. He did not clean up his life.  His heart was transformed by the Glory of Christ.  But, he still has not fully obtained what he most desires.  Love for Christ.  Closeness to Christ.  Intimacy with Jesus Christ.  So he says….
I press on:  This word means to “stalk” or “to follow.”  You cannot pursue self-righteousness or religion if your want intimacy with Christ.  God alone will grant you love for Christ.  Love comes from God and is of God.  We pursue Him because Him because The Spirit has given us love for Him.  We gather to worship.  We go where someone can teach us about Jesus Christ so we can know Him….not just know about Him.  We seek His other children for fellowship and love.  We pray, because it brings us to the feet of our Lord. Pray for love for God so that you might pursue Him again. 
That I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus:  We need to get ourselves into this sentence.  Let’s do that…“that we may take hold of that for which Jesus Christ took hold of us.”  What is “that” exactly.  This is crucial.  Let’s try to find out. The answer is in the text itself. 
Philippians 3:10  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

It is the personal intimate knowledge of Christ that believers should be pressing toward. God took hold of you at the Cross for that very same purpose.    It is your birthright as a child and the ultimate expression of God’s Glory.  God not only saved you, but He also brought you near to His heart. Because He has given you His Love, you seek Him. 
Ephesians 1:4-6  In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:13-14  3 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.
Ephesians 1:16-17  16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers;  17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.

Satan does not appear specifically in this text, but we know about him and his desire to destroy our love for.  I believe God refers to one of Satan’s chief means of destroying intimacy with Christ in verse thirteen. Not only do we need to be Acknowledging our dependence every moment, but we need to be Aware of our enemy. 
Aware of our enemies [Satan and Self] [13]

Philippians 3:13   13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,

Satan’s name means “adversary or accuser.”  Speaking of him in revelation John said, 

Revelation 12:9-10   9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.  10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.
· He accuses the righteous…can you imagine what he says about you and me: 

Job 1:6-11   6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them.  7 The LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" Then Satan answered the LORD and said, "From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it."  8 The LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil."  9 Then Satan answered the LORD, "Does Job fear God for nothing?  10 "Have You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  11 "But put forth Your hand now and touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face."

· He keeps us from forgiving one another:

2 Corinthians 2:10-11  10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,  11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

· He keeps us angry.  Much of the time we feel quite righteous about our anger, but anger is a snare:

Ephesians 4:26-27  26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; [this is how] do not let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.

Satan likes to keep you  living in the past.  He accused Job of only loving God because of what God had done for him in the past.  He seeks to keep us from forgiving one another and loving again because of something that was done in the past.  And he loves to keep you angry about something that was done in the past.  We are never angry about the future or unforgiving about something that has not yet taken place.  It is the past.  

Have you ever been driving along or even lying in bed when you suddenly are overwhelmed by thoughts from the past.  Horrible sins that you committed that now sweep over your mind like a tidal wave?  Satan is accusing.  
He is also the prosecutor before the bar in heaven.  He has watched you commit every single sin in your life is now accusing you before God. If there was ever a time when we needed a good lawyer it would be in heaven before God.  
1 John 2:1  if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
What do you mean…”IF”   Day and night Satan accuses us before God of selfishness, lying, impure motives, and every manner of evil.  He demands the death sentence.  After all God Himself said the “wages of sin is death?”  Satan calls for justice from the righteous judge of the universe.  God responded by giving His Son up on the Cross. .  

2 Corinthians 5:21   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him

1 Peter 2:24-25  He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Every accusation has been resolved by your Savior.  He was aware of every sin before He created you.  He knew every circumstance of your life, every failure and every weakness and still……STILL bore your sins. He defends you in heaven on that basis alone.  

 We are sinners my friends, but loved sinners.  We are bought by the Savior from the slave market of humanity. We did not participate in this purchase. We were broke…destitute.  We are utterly  dependent  on Christ.  

Romans 8:29 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

Be also Aware of your Enemy the Devil who accuses you before God and to your face of being unworthy of heaven.  This is our confession…but we are in Christ.  Joined to Him.  We have become His brothers and the children of God’s household.  We may be unworthy children, but we are God’s children and we are loved.  We are therefore still aspiring to the prize.  We are not disqualified by our sin and failure or the constant accusations of Satan.  We are qualified because we are sons and daughters of God. 
Aspiring to our  Prize [14]

Philippians 3:14  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
I press on toward the goal for the prize:  I recently watched some Olympic races.  In the women’s marathon the lead athlete began to look nervously back over her shoulder. She was very much in danger at that point for several reasons:  First, what is behind you cannot help you or hurt you.  It is behind you.  God knows this, but we do not.  We live in the past.  We feel crippled by the past.  Satan adds his accusing voice and we are running poorly.  Secondly, this runner was in danger of falling.  There were cracks in the pavement and barricades and slippery spots and she was looking back not forward.  Finally, and most importantly she needed to see the goal…the prize if you please.  Once she saw the stadium she seemed to settle down.  She began to aspire to the prize.  Soon she was going to enter that arena before all the runners.  She would gain the coveted prize of Gold.  Here is the same scene described in Scripture: 
Hebrews 12:1-4  Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin;

Yes we are weary and somewhat injured….some of us more than others.  We have little strength, but we are running toward our Savior.  Don’t waste your life pursuing the wrong thing.  Everything but love for Christ is the booby prize and many will win it only to find that it leaves the heart bereft of joy..  
The upward call of God in Christ Jesus: It literally means “The call from above.”   It is hard to know what this means exactly. One thing we know for sure is that the precious prize is granted because we are “In Christ Jesus.” All the possibilities are good ones.  Let me give you your choices:  

· It is speaking of the intimate blessings of being in heaven with God as part of His family.  Not just onlookers, but participants in the Joy and Fellowship of His household.  Feasters at His table.  

Ephesians 1:3-4  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love

Revelation 19:6-9   6 Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
· It is the “high calling” of an intimate family here on earth. Who among us would not consider this a “high calling.”  God wants me as His child and was willing to send His own Son to die in my place, pay the penalty and redeem me from my slavery to sin.  

2 Thessalonians 2:13-14  13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:9-10  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.

· It is referring to the rapture of the church.  The return of Christ for His bride that Paul speaks of repeatedly in his letters.  The rapture is a resurrection and Paul has been speaking of resurrection in this passage.  He desires that day.  [3:11]

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:51-53  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.

CONCLUSION:  Accommodating our Brothers and Sisters [15-16]
Philippians 3:15-16   15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you;  16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.

Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude:  The Scripture concludes here by calling us to this attitude.  It is and attitude that:

· Acknowledges our total and utter dependence on God at all times

· Is aware of our Accuser and Adversary Satan and his schemes

· Aspires to the prize which is clearly “Intimate union with Christ.” 
If in anything you have a different attitude:  Did you know that one of the marks of maturity or completeness in Christ  is that you can be patient with others?   We are not constantly whining about how others do not do what they should, do not love Christ as much as they should or live up to the standard they themselves profess.     
God will reveal that also to you:  This comes full circle now to where we started.  We started with the need to admit our total dependency and we are finishing with the same thought.  God changes our hearts to make us love Him.  If a brother is not there what am I going to do about it? 

Let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained:  May God help us live in the love and intimacy that Christ has granted while we also admit daily that we do it imperfectly.  

Ask for a verdict: The Prize is an intimate personal relationship with Christ.  It is partially realized now by the work of the Holy Spirit.  He points us to the Savior.  He gives us the love that we want and need for Christ and for one another.  DO NOT look for love inside yourself.  Ask God to give you love for Him that will also be love for others.  Live in His presence by simply, daily, humbly admitting that you cannot do it.  
Jude 1:20-25  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,  21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.  24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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