Are You a Legalist?
Philippians 3:1-10   
August 31, 2008
Pastor Paul O. Anthes

Introduction:

Finally…. If I were to begin the message this way you might think you had dozed off and were just waking up in time for the conclusion.  Our passage today actually is the conclusion to God’s thoughts on Joy, Hope and Trust.  Whatever might have seemed speculative in chapter two, will be clearly and specifically revealed in chapter three. 

Philippians 3:1-10  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.  2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;  3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,  4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:  5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.  7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  

We who have fixed our eyes upon Jesus Christ….appear as lights in a crooked and perverse world. [2:15] Not because we have no problems or worries, but because we are intimately joined to the God of all love, peace and joy.  We reflect the light of Christ, not religious performance, doctrine, or church affiliation.  We are seeking Christ Himself.  “Working out our own Salvation” is actually God working in us.  To complain about our lives is to complain about the Christ’s work in us.  

“The Father is seeking worshipers,” Jesus told the woman at the well.  Worshipers to come into His presence for that purpose.  In His presence is joy!  There, God gives pleasures that delight the heart.  The world is always a bait and switch when it comes to pleasure.  God gives pleasure with no negative side effects. 
Psalm 16:11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

So, “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.”  The Bible does not say to rejoice in your difficulties, bad health or financial troubles, although it is often the teaching of the church.  It is no wonder that we are depressed.  We are often asked to do the impossible.  Joy is found in Christ.  He promised that He is working in your life today for your good. The final word on Joy then is this….It comes from the Lord…So “Rejoice in the Lord!”
“To write the same things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.”  Preachers SHOULD tell you the same things over and over again because the world lies to you the other 167 hours a week.  So…Rejoice in the Lord!  
If the sole source of true happiness in the world is Christ and if we believe in Christ….why are we not happy?  This is the Elephant in the room that nobody acknowledges.  If pressed to answer we might say because: 

The world is evil and godless.

The future is grim and uncertain
I am lonely and misunderstood

The Church is a mess

My friends don’t live and believe like they should

My family doesn’t believe the right things………….Do Any of These Sound Familiar???

Happiness or Joy come from intimacy with God and not from circumstances….but you do not have to be miserable to experience joy.  You only need to be in His presence.   
Nehemiah 12:43 and on that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced because God had given them great joy, even the women and children rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard from afar.

Joy is not the same as peace.  The serenity that God gives to us when we pass through a trial is not joy.  Joy is gladness. Peace is Calm.  They often make their appearance together, because God knows that we need both of them.  Joy like Peace does not depend on circumstances, but on God.   Do not settle for peace alone.  Joy is just as attainable as peace.  Both are  produced by the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers who have fixed their eyes on Christ.  

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
Our union with Jesus, our intimate daily love affair with Him is the product of the Spirit’s activity in us.  Webster defines intimacy this way.  “Having to do with someone’s deepest nature.  It speaks of close association and familiarity and is marked by warm friendship developed over time.”  Our part is to seek Him.  He gives us Love, Joy and Peace.  If you want to have love…seek Christ.  If you have need of Joy ….seek Christ.  
It boils down to this.  People often ask God to change their circumstances so that they can be happy.   In this way they never get Joy…because joy is from God and is acquired in His presence.  God is seeking worshipers. If you seek Christ in worship because He is enough for you…because you Hope in Him and Trust in Him….In His presence you will find His Love, Joy and Peace.  They are qualities given….not earned by religious hard work and self transformation.  In Philippians three, God reveals:  
· The Description of  Intimacy with Christ  [2-3]

· Some Things that Annihilate  Intimacy with Christ [4-6]

· How one Man pursued Intimacy with Christ  [7-11]

The Description of  Intimacy  [2-3]

Philippians 3:2-3   Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;  3 for we are the true circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh,
We are being warned.  “Beware” means “open your eyes.”  Do not be seduced by what men say.  Be aware of their character!    Such men want all eyes on them.  It is never about Christ…even when they say it is. Three categories of deceivers are mentioned here. They stand in stark contrast to sincere devotion to Christ. 
Dogs: Used metaphorically in the Scripture to describe an “impudent man of impure mind.”  He is “contemptuous and cocky and disregards others.”  
Revelation 22:15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.

Evil Workers:  The Greek describes someone who does “bad things.”    They do not just struggle with thoughts or inclinations, but they act on them.  They do not comfort the afflicted but cause them grief instead. They break the law.  They lie, they covet, they do not honor their parents.  In short they are evil workers.  

The first two categories are easy to spot.  We are watching out for them.  But this third category, is more subtle and dangerous.  We would never imagine it and that is why we are all in danger of being in it.  

False Circumcision:  The religiously self-righteous.  Circumcision was an outward sign of an inward reality, but it became, like all religions… “an end in itself.”  Baptism, first communion, confirmation, church membership and lists of do’s and don’ts all drop neatly into the category of “false circumcision.”   So do many other self-righteous behaviors that God never asked you or me to do, but we insist on none the less. [Explain further…]
Romans 4:9-11 For we say, "FAITH WAS CREDITED TO ABRAHAM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS."  10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised;  11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them

We are the true circumcision:  God is talking about the heart and not the outward ritual trappings of men.  

Romans 2:28-29   28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

So intimacy with Christ is achieved inwardly not outwardly.  If it could have been done outwardly then the Jewish Religion and its faithful adherents would have loved the Lord their God with all their hearts.  Instead, they “honored God with their lips” and religion but “their hearts were far from Him.”   Are we in similar danger today?  Is it possible to be very outwardly Christian, have Christian behaviors,  belong to Christian Churches and have hearts that are cold to Christ?  Hearts that the Spirit of God never penetrates?  Hearts that do not feel loved by God and have no grace to give to others because they have hardened to the Grace of God themselves?  Is this possible?

Worship in the Spirit of God:   Those who have had their hearts intimately put into fellowship with Christ are said to “Worship in the Spirit.”    We are speaking of the heart.  Just as surely as your salvation was totally by the Grace and Kindness of God…so is your worship.  Why do  you come to church?  The answer is really important.  Is it because you want to see your friends?  Is it because you think God wants you to?  Is it because you want to learn something?  These are all good reasons…but we need to come to worship and it must be “Spirit Driven” worship.  Come to church for all of these other reasons….but always come asking God to bring you into intimate, loving worship of the heart, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Glory in Christ Jesus:  The Spirit is portraying Christ in the world as He really is.  He guides us into all truth. [Jesus is the Truth]  He brings Glory to Christ.  He takes what is Christ’s and gives it to us.  He focuses our minds on Christ and gets them off ourselves.  He gives us love for others.  He gives us grace for others and patience with others and compassion for others.  We glory in Him and not in our own goodness and performance. 
Put no confidence in the flesh:  You can not save yourself, and you also cannot perfect yourself, transform yourself, or clean yourself up.  You cannot even worship in your own strength.  The essential ingredient to our intimacy….The key factor… is complete dependency on Christ.  Before you come to church, ask Him to draw you into worship.  Ask to experience the love of Christ.  Ask for help in everything in your daily life.  PUT NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH. 
The Bible calls confidence in religion a work of the flesh.  We thought that it was at least respectable…not like drunkenness or sexual sin…but God lumps them all into the same category, “having confidence in the flesh.”  They all annihilate our intimacy with Christ rather than enhance it. To the degree we trust ourselves, we diminish our trust in Christ.  In as much as we depend on ourselves we harm our dependency on Christ. 
The Annihilation of  Intimacy [4-6]

Philippians 3:4-6   4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more:  5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.

Paul was the consummate religious observer.  He uses himself as the poster child for “Confidence in the Flesh.”  Now let’s be very clear about what the Bible means with this phrase.  It means  “trusting in yourself and what you do and not in God and what He does.”  Trying to achieve joy, love and peace by what you do….or don’t do in some cases.  Yes, we all agree that we should quit being doers of evil, but do we know that our sense of self reform, religious superiority or lifestyle superiority will quench intimacy with Christ just as certainly.  Let’s look at the ways that Paul sought God through religion and good works. 

Circumcised the eighth day of the nation of Israel:    Literally a person circumcised on the eighth day.  He was not a proselyte but a “born Jew.”  He was the real deal.
Of the tribe of Benjamin: Benjamin was one of the two tribes that stayed faithful to the worship.  Benjamin was also the son of the beloved Rachel and not one of the handmaidens.  Again….Paul was authentic in his flesh. 
A Hebrew of Hebrews: Both parents were Hebrew.  He spoke Hebrew as his mother tongue.  Fluent in the language God used to speak to men.  Wow!  He never had to consult the original language…he spoke the original language.  Taken together this is like saying my ancestors came over on the Mayflower and signed the Constitution.  I am really and truly American.  Paul was that kind of Jew.  An amazing personal genealogy. 
As to the Law, a Pharisee:  Scrupulously observed every ritual prescribed.  

As to zeal, a persecutor of the church: He opposed everything that was not exactly like himself.  Stop and think of the ramification of this.  The first Christians were Jews.  They went to the temple.  They went to synagogue.  They offered the daily sacrifices.  They read the approved Bible.  They worshiped the living God, but they said that the God of the Jews had sent His promised Messiah in Jesus Christ. When He was killed, He rose again and appeared to them and told them to tell everyone.  They would not shut up so they needed to be “shut up.”
As to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless:  Paul observed all the law outwardly.   Listen to Paul’s own testimony about how all this impacted his heart.  
Romans 7:18-25  18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.  19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want.  20 But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.  21 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good.  22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,  23 but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

God brought Paul to the point of seeing that his own self-righteousness could never change his heart.  All it did was look good on the outside.  We are men and women.  We look at ourselves outwardly and give a high five in that bathroom mirror, but in our hearts we are desperate for relief.  Here is the trap of religion.  Once you have practiced this deception for awhile you cannot humble yourself to admit your appalling lack of love for God.  You judge others and their sin.  Outward behavior becomes the criteria of righteousness.  We are chained to the rotting corpse of our own sin until God transforms the heart. 

Nothing reveals your heart more quickly than a judgmental spirit toward those who do not think like you, act like you, have the same convictions about things that you have.  Two verses need to humble us before our Lord and Savior if we are to enter into the intimacy of His Joy, Peace and Love again. 
1 Corinthians 4:7  7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?
Romans 14:3-4  3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.  4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.  
The Pursuit of Intimacy  [7-11]

Philippians 3:7-11  7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  
Whatever things were gain to me:  Not money or property, but self-righteousness and smugness.  The belief that what you do for God is what matters not what He does for you.  
I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ:  I now see them as they really are.  They are not merits, but demerits.  The more self-reliant I am the less Christ-reliant I am.  Let me count my self-sufficiency as a total loss and trade it for…

The Surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord:  We are talking here about the Sufficiency of Christ.  Take my religion, ritual, excellent outward life and give me intimacy with Christ.  My heart was made for that.  Thousands of people are on the Christian treadmill.  They have a distant memory of when Christ loved them, but now it is more or less just a saying.  They have invested in Christianity rather than Christ and the return is zero.  
For whom I have suffered the loss of all things: Not a vow of poverty or the loss of all material things.    He is still speaking of his religious and moral performance.  He was born into the right family and religion  He knew Greek and Hebrew. He had no bad habits that anyone knew about…but he has abandoned all confidence in them, because, they are idols that took the place of his Savior.  For Jesus Christ, Paul,  has forfeited all confidence in his own performance.  
And count them,  but rubbish so that I may gain Christ:  The value of all these things to him is the same as garbage.  It is like going to a land fill looking for a good meal or trying to purchase a home with monopoly money.  Religious, self-righteousness cannot purchase you intimacy with Christ.  It cannot change your heart only your appearance.    

Isaiah 64:6   6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

And may be found in Him: God will find you in Christ.  He knows where to look. 

Not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith:  We know that our righteousness came from Christ, but what will give us intimacy with Christ after we are redeemed.  More grace.  Righteousness comes from God, but so does love for God, Peace and Joy.   
That I may know Him: Not know about Him, but know Him and love what He loves. Intimacy pursues this kind of knowledge.  We feel what our intimate loved one feels.  We know how they think about a thing before they tell us.  Only the Holy Spirit can produce such intimacy with Christ.  
The power of His resurrection:  The enabling strength of a new life.  When Christ arose there was no more death to look forward to.  We have been united to Christ.  When He died the power of sin to tempt Him and kill Him ended.  When He arose the sting of death was vanquished. There was nothing but glory in His future.  We are united to Him.
The fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death:  The Holy Spirit shares the life of Christ with you.  Intimacy wants to share the suffering of the one we love.  This is why we sit up with a sick child and would prefer that it was us who was ill.  The Spirit produces intimacy with Christ through suffering.  When we suffer in this world we experience the love of Christ for us. Jesus chose to suffer for you.  When you experience sickness, pain, rejection, misunderstanding, or hatred, the Spirit is allowing you to experience the love Christ has for you.  He knew about your sin, and yet He willingly suffered for you.  
CONCLUSION:
Are we legalists?  We are if we think that we can transform ourselves into Christlike Christians through religious activities, good works and “do’s and don’ts.”  The Bible says such things are powerless to change the heart. 

We are legalists if our affection and acceptance for others depends on how well they conform to the standard we have set for ourselves.  We love, based on their performance in the Christian life because that is what we think God is doing to us. 

We are legalists when we have no grace in our hearts for believers who struggle with sin and frailty.  We judge them unfit, unworthy and unlovable.  God begs to differ.  He said they are His to judge and the are ours to Love. He is able to make them stand.     
Abandon all confidence in the Flesh and ask God to give you a heart to seek Him. Seek your Savior Daily.  Profess your utter dependence for all things…even this very act of seeking Him.  David tells us exactly how to do this.  Let me read it to you in closing.  
Psalm 100:1-5   A PSALM FOR GIVING THANKS. Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!  2 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with singing!  3 Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!  5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
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