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Introduction: 

We have come to a passage today where “Joy” is mentioned six times.  God is speaking through the pen of Paul to the Philippians, but what emerges is a picture of life that is eerily similar to our own.  

Here are some of the thoughts that are exchanged between Paul and the Philippian Church.  “Share your joy with me”  “I Hope in the Lord”  “That I also may be encouraged”  “I am concerned for your welfare” “ I am longing for you all”  Epaphroditus is distressed because you heard he was sick”  “God had mercy on him”  and “also on me” 
Three Christian men and a church are spoken of here.  Their relationship, their love and their abiding concern for one another is showcased by God.   It is tempting to just say, “Be like Paul…Be like the Philippians or Epaphroditus”….but the truth is this is a passage about God.  It is about man only in this sense…We need God every minute for every thing.  The circumstances of our lives prove it.  Our relationships prove it and the struggle of our own hearts  proves it.  
Paul, Timothy, Epaphroditus and the Philippian church They are not unlike us:

· We miss our dear friends…so did they

· We need encouragement….so did they.

· We have sorrows…so did they.

· We worry about those we love…so did they.

· We want to do more than we are able to do…so did they. 

God will not give you another command this morning that you cannot keep. Instead, if you will let Him, He will show you life as He sees it along with His Love for you.  God’s solution to all problems is Himself.  He replaces sorrow with Joy.  He and no one else exchanges hope for despair and when fear in any form grips our lives He renders it powerless with His own promises. 
Philippians 2:17-30  17 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.  18 You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.  19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.  20 For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare.  21 For they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.  22 But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.  23 Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me;  24 and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly.  25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need;  26 because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.  27 For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow.  28 Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you.  29 Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard;  30 because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.

Rejoicing in the Lord:  

Philippians 2:17-18  17 But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all.  18 You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me
Every morning and every evening God had decreed that there should be a lamb sacrificed on the altar.  It was a daily routine.  All other sacrifices were in addition to the continual daily sacrifice mentioned here.  This is not the sacrifice for sin.  It was a daily excuse for God to fellowship with men.  

Exodus 29:42-46  42 "It shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your generations at the doorway of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there.  43 "I will meet there with the sons of Israel, and it shall be consecrated by My glory.  44 "I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar; I will also consecrate Aaron and his sons to minister as priests to Me.  45 "I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God.  46 "They shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God.

God called it a “sweet aroma.”  It brought Him pleasure to have His children come and meet with Him. This is what was totally lost in the fall.  God used to commune with Adam and Eve.  They were in fellowship, but it all ended with sin.  Even then, these offerings were only shadows.  Jesus would restore true fellowship with God.  What was lost in the fall would be reclaimed at the Cross.  Paul is speaking of  intimate fellowship with God.
Hebrews 8:11  11 "AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER, SAYING, 'KNOW THE LORD,' FOR ALL WILL KNOW ME, FROM 1THE LEAST TO THE GREATEST OF THEM.
The lamb was sacrificed by the priest and then a drink offering was poured out onto the hot coals and vaporized.  The aroma of the lamb and the vaporizing wine along with some grain, symbolize, eating and drinking with God in His presence.  It is a blessed fellowship because it is without guilt, free from fear, transparent.  We are totally known yet totally loved.  

Poured out as a drink offering:  The Drink offering was part of this daily offering to God.  Paul said, I am that drink offering.  My life gives the sweet smell of the wine..   
Upon the sacrifice and service of your faith:   The “Sacrifice” is the actual Lamb and the “Service of Faith” is the action of coming into the presence of God to offer it.   All these Greek words are used to describe the temple worship of God in the daily offering. The Philippians were the priests intimately worshiping God. 
Paul says, to his beloved Philippians.  We are both gathered in the presence of the Holy God of Creation.  You are serving [worshiping]  Him with your faith [trust]of Him.  You are drawing close to Him daily and intimately by trusting Him.  I am watching my life go up in vapor from that same altar.  The pitcher will soon be empty and the wine will soon vanish ..But….I will have been in the presence of God. In His presence is Joy, the ultimate pleasure for any human being.  
Psalm 16:11  In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.
The Holy Spirit chose this OT event to illustrate the meaning of Joy, the source of Joy and the pursuit of Joy in your life today.  

What is The Meaning of Joy:  Joy makes you happy.  It is nonsense to deny this simple reality.   I know Christians who consciously shun joy and happiness. They are never happy by design.  Some take a certain pride in their sorrow and difficult life.  My pain is better,  but this is no call for happiness…It still hurts.  Most of the bills are paid,  but we cannot rejoice because…there are still some left unpaid.  I have read and heard Bible teachers say that God does not wish to give us joy in this life.   Joy is only for heaven.  The Bible seriously disputes this false idea. 

Matthew 2:10  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  
They were about to see God.  Yes… and they knew that. They had suffered a very long journey.  They had gone up against the desert and Herod…they were tired.  They had given a great deal to get there and then there were the gifts….but they were about to see God The Son, the Savior of all men….and they were going to worship Him. Great JOY!!
Matthew 13:20  20 "The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;    
He has received the Gospel,  that in spite of His desperate and hopeless condition, guilty and worthy of death,  God has transferred his entire penalty to His own Son.  He is therefore,  free.  He has been exonerated and He does not even fear that God will find out there has been a mistake.  That he is not really righteous.  That he is worthy of death.  There is no fear because the Gospel is for Sinners.  Jesus came to call sinners.  This man receives sinners and makes them His own children.  Joy unspeakable!  
Matthew 13:44  44 "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  
This man is about to fulfill every dream he has ever had.  He will be able to send His sons to study the Scripture.  He can care for his widowed mom.  He can pay off all his debts and have plenty left to give and be generous with.  He will no longer wonder if he can support his family or what might happen if he were to die.  This is Joy and happiness beyond all measure.  It is not true that you can have joy without happiness.  That is the meaning of Joy…what is its source?
What is the source of Joy?:   Joy is a central attribute of God.  It comes from God. 
Matthew 25:21  21 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  [The Joy that belongs to your Master]
Romans 14:17  17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  [Joy, whose source is the Holy Spirit]
God imparted many of His defining characteristics to men.  We are not God…but  we are like God in many ways.  We reflect God.  We are His “image bearers” intended to reveal Him to creation.  The Fall seriously defaced the image of God in man, but it did not destroy it.  Men still have mercy…although imperfectly.  Men still have emotions although distorted.  We show tenderness to our children, but inconsistently.  We love our spouses although insufficiently.  We desire happiness because that is how God Created us in His image.  The source of Joy in the universe and the desire of men for it are both from God. Ok…men desire happiness but abiding and genuine  happiness [JOY] is found only in God. So how is Joy pursued by men and women.    
What is the Pursuit of Joy?: All men seek happiness,  but all men do not seek God!  We believers would certainly agree, but I would assert that even Christians often do not seek God.  We give attention to the doctrine of the Gospel, but not to the Christ of the Gospel.  We love the Cross, but not the Christ of the Cross.   There is a vast difference between seeking to do things for God and Seeking to be with God.  You may wince at what I am about to say…but here it goes.  God needs no service from you.  The performing of spiritual or religious activities are not only unneeded by God, but also undesired.  The “service of your faith” in verse 17 speaks of drawing near to worship.  Paul calls us all to willfully seek God.
Romans 12:1  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

This is coming into His presence for its own sake.  Needing everything yet wanting nothing.  Having no expectations yet expecting everything.  God wants you to seek Him. 
Acts 17:24-27   24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;

Men want peace with God.  Not to fear that He is going to find out the state of our heart.  That we are bitter and struggling with lust and hostility.  That we go to church, but only because we are afraid of what might happen if we don’t.  How fortified is your heart against your Savior?  Has the accuser of the brethren persuaded you that your heart is so unworthy, that you cannot bare it fully before Christ.  Has legalism made you forget the Cross where, He willingly took every sin.  Not just the public ones.  When Christ and the Father set their affection on you they had your entire rap sheet and saw into your heart as if every thought was on the scoreboard in the stadium of the universe.  

If you do not have happiness it is not because of the state of the world.  It is not because you are worried about your present or even your future.  It is not because of your health, your spouse, your job or your government.  It is because you have not sought it at its source.  You have sought it in your marriage, in your career or in your family.  You have sought it in your church, in sound doctrine or in the excellence of your Christian life.   Jesus said to the sinful woman at the well….

John 4:13-14  13 …….., "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again;  14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." …..true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  
The pursuit of Joy is the pursuit of Christ.  Stop looking for Joy where it does not exist. Ask Christ to draw you into His presence to worship.  There, inexplicably, God will grant you Joy.  It is the Joy of your Master. 
Rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me:   Joy is not just for you alone,. Have you ever lived with someone who is depressed?   Perhaps you have family member who could not love you or others.  The misery comes into the family and church when we do not love.  Love is for others primarily. What good is love when there is no one to love?  The same is true of Joy.  Joy is tied to love and love to Joy.     Jesus said, 
John 15:11-13  1 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.  12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  

My friend, God has told you to rejoice.  You know now how to do that.  Repent of having sought happiness in the wrong place.  God will forgive you.  All men do the same thing.  We do not know any better until the Holy Spirit shows us afresh our emotional bankruptcy.  Purpose today,  to seek Christ.  Be fully dependent when you do.  Say, “Lord, I do not know how to seek you.  Please Lord, while I stand still and cease from all my strivings, while I wait, please draw me into your presence.  I am sorry Lord that I never just want to be with you.  I always want something, but you yourself are never enough.  Let me stay for a moment in your presence that I might find fullness of joy from you.  Give it to me Lord so that I might know and testify that you are the God of Joy.  You are glorious and generous to your children.”  
God is also the God of Hope   Romans 15:12-13  12 Again Isaiah says, "THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE."  13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Hoping in the Lord  
Philippians 2:19   19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may be encouraged when I learn of your condition.
Paul had plans for his ministry and for his co-workers.  It is alright for you to have plans too.  Only…do not make them without hoping in the Lord.  This hope is confidence in God alone rather than your plan.  Hope in God has no confidence in circumstances or human ability. It does not depend on men.  Hoping in the Lord is therefore “confident expectation that God will care for you and His plans are always good.”  “Where will you get this Hope?  In His presence!  You will get it in the exact same way as you get joy.  God taught David this lesson in the midst of His darkest trials. 
Psalm 43:3-5  3 O send out Your light and Your truth, let them lead me; Let them bring me to Your holy hill And to Your dwelling places.  4 Then I will go to the altar of God, To God my exceeding joy; And upon the lyre I shall praise You, O God, my God.  5 Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are you disturbed within me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him, the help of my countenance and my God.

Make your plans but hope in the Lord.  When the plans change and change they will, you will still be hoping in the exact same thing…The Lord. .  
Proverbs 16:33   33 The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.

Proverbs 16:9   9 The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.

Proverbs 20:24   24 Man's steps are ordained by the LORD, How then can man understand his way?

Jeremiah 10:23-24  23 I know, O LORD, that a man's way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps.  24 Correct me, O LORD, but with justice; Not with Your anger, or You will bring me to nothing.
Trusting in the Lord  
Philippians 2:23-25  23 Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me;  24 and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly.  25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need;
Hope speaks to the character of Christ.  He wants to know Christ, be with Christ, and worship Christ. He has sought Christ as we have described and is therefore hoping joyfully in His kind intentions and in nothing else.  

Trust implies confidence in something spoken. It describes being “persuaded.”   This  is not just wishful thinking.    He uses the same word earlier saying “convinced of this.”  Paul was probably told by this by  God.  

Philippians 1:23-25  23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;  24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.  25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,

This would not be the first time that God had given Him direct revelation about what He [God] was planning on doing.   

Acts 27:22-24  22 "Yet now I urge you to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.  23 "For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before me,  24 saying, 'Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted you all those who are sailing with you.'
What is your level of  trust in the Lord?  Here are three questions to help you evaluate it: 

· Do you think God is truthful when He makes promises to you?

2 Timothy 4:19  8 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. 

· Do you think He is able to carry out His promises 
Psalm 115:2-3  2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"  3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.
· Do you think He loves you and would never harm you. 
Jeremiah 31:3  "I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

1 Peter 5:6-7  6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.
CONCLUSION

Are you happy?  Have you wondered why God will not change your circumstances so that you can be happy?  You are not alone.  God will not do this because then you will not seek Him.  You and I both know that this is true.  We want to be happy, but as soon as we are we do not look elsewhere.  Who goes to the doctor when they are not sick.  Who takes the car in for a new transmission when it is running perfectly.  

“Love the Lord…YOUR GOD….with all your heart.  Not with religious activities and or self-righteousness. He leaves us in a world that does satisfy the God created, desires of our hearts.  For Joy, go directly to the Savior and worship.  Yes…you can repent of your hard heart and seek Him.  
Then Hope in Him alone.  Decide today not to hope in this world.  Live in it,  enjoy it.  God made it for you.  He just didn’t intend for it to take His place IN YOUR HEART!  Hope in God. 

Trust in God.  His promises abound.  His love is a swelling symphony of  His power, His care, and His truthfulness.  Trust in the Lord.  Set everything aside and turn to Christ. 
Psalm 73:21  21 When my heart was embittered and I was pierced within,  22 Then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You.  23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand.  24 With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory.  25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  27 For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You.  28 But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works. 
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