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Introduction: 
Turn with me this morning to the beginning of The Gospel of John.  I want us to read a few sentences about who Jesus is and what He was doing when He came into the world.  Read verses 1-9… Jesus was the light of men according to John
John 1:4-5   4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

John 1:9 …..which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.

Jesus Himself ....agreed with John, saying:

John 8:12…"I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

So how does this square with the title of our message this morning and with this other teaching of Jesus…found in the Sermon on the Mount?  Let me read that to you now. 
Matthew 5:13-16   13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by men.  14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;  15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Actually, it is very easily resolved by another statement Jesus made in John chapter nine.  
John 9:5   5 "While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world."

Jesus is no longer in the world, but at the right hand of the Father. You are the light of the world!   But what does this mean?  Is it true, as I have heard most of my life,  that the destiny of lost men in this world is hanging on how righteously and perfectly you are able to follow Christ?  If we fail are our friends, neighbors and family doomed never to believe in Christ?  How are we mortals to ever rise to such a standard?  How does God take a fallen sinner and make him “The Light of the World?”  And after He has done this what does that light actually reveal?
Our passage today answers  these two questions by telling us:  

· How God makes you “The light of the World” [12-13]
· What that Light Reveals to the World. [14-15]

Philippians 2:12-16  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,  16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

How God makes you “The light of the World” [12-13]

Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.  

My beloved:  You are the ones that I love.  This is not an empty phrase and should not be used lightly by anyone.  It is a form of agape.  It is the greatest virtue and the most elusive because it comes from the heart and not just from external actions.  It willingly suffers and rejoices with others.  When it is wounded it seeks to care for the offender.  It is an affection outside ourselves.  God is love…so to be beloved by anyone is to be loved with the love of Christ.  Desire this love so that you may give it to your family, friends, church and neighbors.  What God is about to say…He is saying to those He loves.  
Just as you have always obeyed:  “Obeyed” describes a person who hears a knock at the door and then goes immediately to inquire who it is or a servant who drops everything to do the bidding of the Master.  Obedience is often thought of as forced and cold.  We obey the law because we must…condemnation and punishment await the disobedient.  We know we are in trouble when we see a phrase like this…”just as you have always obeyed.”  Right??  
How can God say of anyone “just as you have always obeyed” if the standard is perfect obedience to the law of God…no sinning…no failures…no moral lapses. 

1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

Ill:  Would you say that you want to love your children or to be a Christlike husband or wife.  Do you hope inside to conquer your temper and overcome fear and anxiety.  Would you say that you want to Love God with all your heart?  This describes the obedience spoken of here.  Paul knew they had it and encourages it all the more in His absence.  It is the desire of the heart that God describes in Romans. 
Romans 6:17 But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,  
This is an obedience of the heart given by God.  It is transformation by His own Sovereign hand.  You have this…you just didn’t know it. 

Hebrews 10:16-18  16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says,  17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE."  18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Work out your salvation:  This means to work it through.  Salvation is clearly your possession, but you are living it out daily.  Life is a series of events, circumstances and relationships that we face everyday.  We are daily working at our lives. 

With fear and trembling:  It describe the anxiety of someone who distrusts his own ability to meet all requirements, but still tries to fulfill his duty.  God uses it to describe the Corinthians when they receive Titus as Paul’s ambassador. 
2 Corinthians 7:15 And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. 
Paraphrase:  “You who are so loved by me…I know that you have a heart for God because that is what God gives to His children.  You are not just acting that way for my benefit when I am around.  No, you really are this way in your heart.  You dear ones are to live out your gift of salvation…your eternal life…on this earth being certain not to trust your own adequacy at all because…you know…
It is God who is at work in you: Not us working, but God working in us. Here is a trustworthy truth….God is the one who perfects His Children. He empowers them to love Him and to serve one another.  He does for us, what we can never, ever do ourselves.  Paul speaks of this very thing to the Corinthians and the Romans. 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6   Such confidence we have through Christ toward God.  5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,  6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Romans 8:1-4  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Both to will and to work: God is doing exactly what he desires to do.  Nothing is standing in His way.  If you want to trust God on this today…He gives you the absolute assurance that your life is exactly what He desires it to be.  Your health, your circumstance, your relationships and your finances.   
For His good pleasure:  The word “good pleasure” means “kind intention.”   If you mark you Bible then do this…Cross out the word “His” in this verse.  Without it and it is not in the Greek, this verse says ‘God is carrying out His desires for your life with kindly intent, good-will and benevolence.’   His work is prompted by His good will toward you. 
Ephesians 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  

“Kind intention of His will” is exactly the same Greek word as “For His Good Pleasure.”  He saved you to bless you.  He works in you for exactly the same reason. He is kind. 
This is how God is turning us into the “light of the world”  In Christ’s absence we have become “His Workmanship.”  Our salvation reveals God’s grace and compassion to the hopeless.  Our live reveal His transforming power in those who are weak, fallen sinners. He sustains us in trials, sickness and adversity.  He gives joy that peace that are beyond human reason.  All who have experienced trials know this is true.  What light we have we have received from Christ.  We are the light of the world because we are His Handiwork.  
What that Light Reveals to the World. [14-15]
Philippians 2:14-15    14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world,  

Do all things without grumbling or disputing:  “Grumbling” speaks of muttering under your breath.  You are doing it, but you are griping in your heart about it.  Peter warns us not to do good things with a bad heart.  He uses the same word for grumbling.  

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.
“Disputing”  means to openly argue your case.  “This is not fair!”  “Why does this happen to me?”  “Others have done worse things then me and nothing happened to them.”  All of these disputing come from a complete ignorance or disregard for what God has said in verses 12-13.  
So… what exactly are we grumbling about?  Put more precisely, who are we grumbling against?  And with whom are we disputing when we complain about the injustice of our lives?  Yes…it is God.  And if we continue we are driven to one of two conclusions: 
· God is not at work in our live in the way He desires. 

· God is not working for our good.  He is not benevolent to His own children. 

I ask you now plainly…”Is this where you want to be in your life?”  I didn’t think so.  No, we want to trust God and rest in His goodness to us…but life comes at us hard and it seems out of control.  Here is the solution.  Come with me back to Calvary.  Behold, the man upon the Cross.  Peter tells us that He went there for your sin.  Yours and mine.  
1 Peter 2:23-24  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Hebrews 2:9  9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.

Why can we trust His motives and His love at Calvary and doubt them now?  How can we trust Him to love us then, but not to love us now?    Ask God to help you trust Him again and love Him again.  Tell, Him you love Him and believe He cares for you.  Say with me …”Lord, I do believe…help my unbelief!” 

You will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent:  The phrase “you will prove” is really “you will become.”  When we open our hearts to trust God fully again, like we did at the Cross we cease our grumbling and arguing with Him. “We become blameless and innocent Children of God.”  We are children, but we become blameless and innocent.  Blameless means without outward reasons to blame and innocent means “undiluted” or “pure.”   Neither indicate perfection or sinlessness, but rather childlike dependency.  With babies you get exactly what you see. What if our babies had to live up to our expectations before we would love and care for them?  How many babies would live if their parents only loved them when they performed properly.  Not performance, but dependence.  
1 John 3:1-3 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

A crooked and perverse generation:  We often imagine that our generation is the worst generation.  Well, the simple truth is that all men, at all times and in all places fit into this category.  The word Generation speaks of the “race” of humanity.  It is not straight and true, but crooked in a painful way.  “Perverse” means not what it appears to be. These are the generations of the sons of men.  Always desperately in need of grace and truth. 

God will make you different when you trust Him.  Dependent children of God do not reveal how together they are.  They reveal how together God is. They do not show how righteous they are but rather how gracious God is.  Religious self-righteousness says nothing about God.  The Pharisees knew nothing of the Savior who said…

Isaiah 61:1-2  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;  2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,

Among whom you appear as lights in the world:  In this “God starved world,” that promises everything, but gives nothing …You appear as lights.  “Appear” means to bring to light or shine.  

Ill:  I could say, “I shined a light on that dark path”….but I really just pointed the flashlight at it.  This is how God wants us to reveal His blessed, life giving, transforming light to the lost. We appear as Children of God.  This is a notable miracle.  God took fallen men and women and made them His Children.  He did what no man can do.  He received sinners into the Kingdom of God by taking their sin on Himself at the Cross. 
The light is Christ.  We are the poster children for the Grace of Christ. Our obedience is not intended to draw attention to how good we are as Christians, but to how good Christ is to lost sinners..  Would you describe yourself as anxious to hear so that you can do what your Savior asks?  It is not us working, but God working in us.  This is why we stop grumbling and disputing. To murmur about our lives is to murmur against our Lord.  Our passage concludes with one last description of the dependent Child of God.  He or she is hanging onto the Word of Life.  
CONCLUSION

Philippians 2:16  16 holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

Holding fast the word of life:  This is how all of this takes place.  How much of the Word of Life…The Bible are you holding onto?  How much of it do you even know?  If your life seems purposeless it is because you do not know what the Word of Life says is its purpose.  If you don’t know how to love or who to love or what to love it is because you have not taken hold of the Word of Life…The Word of the living God. 
Psalm 119:130  30 The unfolding of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.

Psalm 119:103  103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!

Psalm 19:7-8  7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.

· How are we to hold fast?  Three ways
We must first of all know The Word of God.  Have you ever said, “I wonder what God thinks about this or that?”  Well,  there is a pretty good chance that He has already said what He thinks about it.  The heart of man and the imaginations of his heart have not really changed much since the first man turned his heart away from God.  I think God has us down pretty pat by now.  So first of all we must know the Word of God. Not all at once.  This is not a put down to our knowledge but a challenge to our desires.  Lord, I want to know you and what you think and do. 
Then we must trust the Word of God.  When we say, “my dearest lifelong friend told me this was true and I believe him…what are we actually saying?  We are affirming that we think the words are true because we trust the speaker.  If the same words came out of the mouth of our enemy we would wonder at their reliability.  God proved His Love for you at Calvary.  

Romans 5:8  God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Finally we must “do” The Word of God:  There is no true faith were there is not a desire to obey.  Let me put this another way.  There is no genuine trust in God if we are unwilling to heed His words.  God says that He is working in your life, doing what He wants in the way He wants for your benefit.  If you can trust Him with your eternity you can certainly trust Him with your temporal life.  
Romans 8:31-32  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
In the day of Christ I will have reason to glory: Preachers of Christ have plans for their hearers that verse 16 captures perfectly.  You are Christ’s children.  
Ill:  You will not leave your children with just anyone will you?  You don’t want them injured, lied to, poisoned or harmed in any way. Now trust me when I say that God feels the same way about you and has tasked His under shepherds to love you.  So…If we do not feed you…you will be weak.    And if we do not guide you then you might become lost.  Have patience with us when we preach and watch and call and pray and teach.  
2 Corinthians 11:2-3   2 ….I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.  3 But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

God’s highest ambition for you is simple, pure devotion to your Savior….with all your heart and all your mind and all your soul and all your strength.  To confess that God is working in your life and it is good?  That you are living out  or “working out” the awesome Salvation Christ has given you at the Cross.  That you believe Christ  when He tells you this because He has already revealed His love and devotion to you at the Cross.  
We purpose not to grumble about our lives so men might see that Jesus Christ receives sinners.  My light is the light of Christ Jesus.  Let it shine in this dark place Lord….that men might see how you have transformed this poor wretched sinner and put a song in my mouth.   

Psalm 98:1-9  O sing to the LORD a new song, For He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.  2 The LORD has made known His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.  3 He has remembered His lovingkindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  4 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises.  5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, With the lyre and the sound of melody.  6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn Shout joyfully before the King, the LORD.  7 Let the sea roar and all it contains, The world and those who dwell in it.  8 Let the rivers clap their hands, Let the mountains sing together for joy  9 Before the LORD, for He is coming to judge the earth; He will judge the world with righteousness And the peoples with equity.
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