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Introduction:
When Paul said “for me to live is Christ,”  he was declaring that his life was redeemed by God and had eternal purpose.  That eternal purpose is still “God’s intention to make Himself known to His own creation”….in spite of Satan’s ambition to suppress that knowledge.  Your redeemed life is “Christ living in you” and transforming you into His image. God is at work every day in your life to reveal Himself Glorious to you and others.    We are His workmanship for the purpose of putting Christ on display in creation. Your life  reveals the Glory of God’s Mercy, Love and Grace. Precisely because of this Your Life has Eternal purpose and value.  God tells us this directly: 
Ephesians 2:6-10   ….. He seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

Christ Himself is the good news…The Gospel.  It is not doctrine, religion or morality.  The Gospel is the surpassing treasure of good news about Christ’s love at the Cross.  

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit,  

Why is this “workmanship of God” so hard for us to see?  What blinds our eyes to it?
First: We have grown accustomed to Grace.  God is inclined to favor His entire creation.  He clothed Adam and Eve and let them live a long time.  Although all men deserve death…God graciously sends them children, food, pleasures of life and happiness.  Men are so accustomed to Grace that when God acts in justice we consider it unfair. 
Secondly, we have been taught that we need to live up to the Gospel.  We need to have holiness which we define as our outward morality….all the while struggling with our hearts.  We become self-righteous when we try to transform ourselves.
Thirdly, we do not let Scripture speak to us.  Having embraced our own brand of righteousness…we are afraid to allow God to change our minds from His Word.  Well known verses turn out to mean something entirely different than what we have thought…when we stop bringing our own thoughts to them.  

God says that the lives of the Redeemed “proclaim the grace and love of Christ.”  God got glory by going public with His infinite grace and mercy.  No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace, because it depends on God and not on man.  This Glorious salvation is the treasure of the Gospel, but you carry it about in your fallen human life.  This too is exactly how God wants it to be. All goodness, all righteousness and all transformation is to be seen by all creation as, the Workmanship of God. 
2 Corinthians 4:5-7  5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

What we are about to read in Philippians is God’s explanation of how our lives reveal Christ in this world.  We only give to others what we have received.  Ultimately these verses tell us that Christ’s Glory is not revealed by what you do for God …but rather by what He is doing for and in you.  Our verses explain….  

· How God Shares His Life with You.  [1-2]

· How You Share His Life with Others [3-4]

Philippians 2:1-11  Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,  2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;  4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

How God Shares His Life with You.  [1-2]

Philippians 2:1-2  Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,  2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

The” if’s”  in this passage are not implying that these things may not be true.  They are instructions about how to respond to a known reality.  “If you are hungry then eat.”  “If you really have any encouragement, consolation, fellowship, affection or compassion from Christ….then  “have the same attitude.”  
Encouragement in Christ:   The Holy Spirit has spiritually joined you to Christ. If you have any encouragement it is coming directly from Christ.  That desire to live for Christ comes from union with Him. 

Colossians 1:27-29  Christ in you, the hope of glory.  
Paul does not say that he [Paul] was your hope of Glory, but  Word is God’s chosen means to bring you to glory.  The more you deny yourself God’s instruction, exhortation and correction the longer you live without transforming grace.  Just listen to the ways God has encouraged you “in Christ.”  

Redemption: Romans 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
Life: Romans 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Acquittal for your sins: Romans 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Human fellowship:  Romans 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
His Wisdom: 1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,
Consolation of Love: The word Consolation is almost the same as encouragement.  The first speaks of tangible things that God does for us through union with Christ.  Consolation refers to the words of encouragement that God constantly addresses to us, assuring us of His love in our inner man.  The Psalmist consoles us with the Love of God. 
Psalm 36:5-10  5 Your lovingkindness, O LORD, extends to the heavens, Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; Your judgments are like a great deep. O LORD, You preserve man and beast.  7 How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! And the children of men take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.  8 They drink their fill of the abundance of Your house; And You give them to drink of the river of Your delights.  9 For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light.  10 O continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, And Your righteousness to the upright in heart.

Fellowship of the Spirit:   “Fellowship” means “having things in common.”  It describes the communion or “common ground” we share with the Holy Spirit.  ILL: Fellowship is the delight of being with someone who shares your most important interests.  So what does the Spirit most care about in the world?  What is His prime purpose?  
John 16:13-14  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  

The Holy Spirit teaches us and directs our steps.  He even empowers our witnessing by convicting the world of sin.  All these are done, Jesus said,  so that…”He will glorify Me.”  The Holy Spirit is “Christ Centered.”  All He does, exalts Jesus Christ and gives Him glory.   The fellowship of the Spirit yields a Christ centered focus to our lives.  The Spirit gets our minds off ourselves and onto Christ Jesus.

If any affection and compassion: This speaks of gut feelings.  Deep experiential understanding of God’s compassion and mercy for you.  God demonstrated His love to you at the Cross, but pours out affection and compassion, by the Spirit, every day.   “For me to live is Christ.”

Galatians 4:6-7  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Romans 8:15-17   15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,

Slaves were forbidden to use the name Abba.  It is intensive and personal, but not casual or flippant.  My Father, O Father.  It was used in Jesus’ day to address God in Prayer.  

Make my joy complete:  This is a father’s desire for His Children.  It is the greatest of joys to see your children love one another.  It is a pastor’s greatest Joy….to see the brothers and sisters love one another.  Paul is writing for God.  Make His Joy complete by responding to His presence in your own life…This is how. 
Being of the same mind:  Literally, “think alike” about these things.  All of you…consider important what God considers important.  Discard what God discards.  Love what God loves and care about what God cares about.  Discord is always present when we think about ourselves and not about Christ.   
Maintaining [having] the same love:  The same as what?  The same Love that God has for you.  God loved you without condition. The Greek says to “Have” this same love. It is not from within…but is from God….poured out by His Spirit into your life.   God loved you when you were unlovely.  “[have] that same love.”  God is merciful and tender toward you when you sin against Him.  “[have] that same love.”   Pray for His love…it is your first love.  The first love you ever experienced.  The bogus love of men is self serving.  Christ’s is always directed away from ourselves.  It gives not takes.  “Love” apart from Christ is desire or perhaps lust, but it is not love.  

James 4:1  What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  
United in spirit:  “That you might have a single unified thought in your own spirit”  “For me to live is Christ” is such a thought.  Two or two hundred people who focus daily on this thought rather than on what they want, feel, think, or like…will be united in spirit. 
Intent on one purpose: Yes there is a single purpose for the church.  It can be known, but seldom is.  It is to make Himself known in His surpassing greatness and mercy to all creation.  It is to silence all false Gods and be exalted in creation…Because He is the Greatest good in the universe.  He is acting for the greatest good of His creation.   
Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
Paraphrase:  Fill me up with joy by having the same thoughts, the same love and the same purpose that the Holy Spirit has. 
This “Christ Life” that God has poured out to you is to be spilled upon your spouse, your children, your church and your neighbors.  It is a “Gospel Worthy” life.  It is merciful to others because God has been merciful to you.  It forgives because God forgave you in Christ.  It overlooks sin in others because God has overlooked your sin in Christ.  It is…in short…Christ’s life shared with one another.   “For me to Live is Christ”
How You Share His Life with Others [3-4]

Philippians 2:2-3   3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;  4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit:  “Selfishness” is actually “selfish ambition.”  It speaks of electioneering.  It describes someone campaigning to get what they want.  Have you ever seen this done in a church setting  or a family…or in the workplace?  Brothers…this is forbidden by God! 
“Empty Conceit” is literally “empty of Glory.”  It speaks of robbing God of His Glory.  It is an unbelievable offence.  It seeks glory for ourselves and not God.  It is described as empty conceit because the glory of men is empty.  When we lose our first love…Our love for Christ, we lose the ability to love one another. If you Love Christ more than you love yourself you will love others more than you love yourself..  Before one hour goes by you will be given an opportunity to love with the love of Christ. It is selfless love that seeks the good of others.  It is exactly the way Christ loved you.  
With humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves:  Christ set this example at the cross. Humility of mind is daily awareness that Christ had to go to the Cross to save you.  The perfect lamb of God bore your sins.  He did everything for you.  Preach the Gospel to yourselves daily.  Rehearse it every time you are offended by your spouse or co-worker or Christian friend or neighbor.  Are you so worthy of perfect treatment?  Do you really want what you deserve?  A “Gospel Worthy” life is one lived in the shadow of the Cross.  It looks at itself through the grace of God and then responds with humility of mind to others.  
Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others: How can you do this?  Who will take care of you if you do not?  The answer is that Christ will care for you. He already has and is doing it.   He is anxious to show Himself strong to provide.  He is the giver of all you have.  Your time, your money, your talent, your energy.  He will supply what you give away in the service and care of others.  He is a bottomless spring of provision.  

John 7:37-39  37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

But the Spirit has been given and Jesus has been glorified and out of your life will spring living water from the Spirit of God….only desire Christ.  Love Christ more than you love yourself.  Give out of the abundance that has been given to you. 

CONCLUSION:  
These last verses drive home the points we have been making.  They contain the greatest assertion of the Deity of Christ in the New Testament, but they are put here for an entirely different purpose.  They are here to open our hearts to the greatness of Christ’s love for you. His attitude is the one the Spirit is at work producing in you.  You should therefore seek the heart of Christ toward one another.  It is the heart He has toward you.  
Philippians 2:5-11  5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus:  Here is the actual  command. Simple…yet absolutely profound… and it begs the question …What attitude did Jesus Christ have when He left heaven?  First some facts: 
He existed in the form of God:   This is a present tense verve. He is God…He always was and always will be.  God is eternal and cannot change. He is Sovereign and cannot be opposed. “Who being in very nature God.”  NIV 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He appeared to be exactly what He was.  Now…the attitude of Christ. 
He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped: All this with its splendor, standing and joy was less important to Him than your eternal salvation.  Although He held it and possessed it ....He released it…considering it less important than you.  
He emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant: Literally “a slave.”  One who does the will of another.  Christ went from Sovereign to Slave to Save…You. Full undiminished servant hood.  Christ served you as your slave.  Do you realize what this means?.  He took your place at the executioner’s bench.  The wrath of God fell upon the spotless lamb of God.  He became a man to save men.  Would you become a bug to save bugs?  Would you become a criminal to save criminals?  Would you become sin to save sinners?  Jesus regarded His glory as something to be set aside for your eternal salvation.  I am still appalled by this reality.  Let it shock you today if it never has before.  This is the attitude of service God calls us to.  Pray and work for the good of one another…putting their needs ahead of your wants.  
Being made in the likeness of men:  This is The Eternal Son of God…Infinitely loved….Infinitely worthy….infinitely powerful and knowing ….everywhere present and unchangeable.  Please…take this in…The Sovereign creator of the universe eternally altered His nature to become a man.  He did not visit earth on a fact finding junket.  He became a man for all eternity in order to save men.  He looked like a man because He was a man.  And if this was not enough…

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.: Would you trade any of your children for a sheep?  Of course not, because sheep do not have the same value as humans.  Christ became a sinless man dying for you, He paid the proper price for a human life.   
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
For this reason also, God highly exalted Him:  Does this seem just to you?  If you said no then you answered correctly.  It would never be just for a totally innocent man to be executed.  This is precisely why Jesus was raised from the dead.  It was for justice and righteousness.  Death could not hold Christ because He was not a sinner.  He was the pure and sinless Son of God.  
Romans 1:3-4  3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

Romans 3:24-26  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;  26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

He bestowed on Him the name which is above every name: I don’t think we even know what that is.  
Revelation 19:11-13  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.

EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth:  Every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Resolve to live for Christ by loving and serving one another like Christ loved and served you.  You will do in imperfectly.  God know this, but it is our worship, revealing  “how deep the Savior’s Love for us…How great beyond all measure.” 
Psalm 95:1-8  O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD, Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.  2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  3 For the LORD is a great God And a great King above all gods,  4 In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also.  5 The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land.  6 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. Today, if you would hear His voice,  8 Do not harden your hearts
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