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Introduction: 

The desire for life is the most vital of all human needs.  Without this…nothing else matters because all other things come from life.  Believers know that life comes from God,  but its implication may have escaped us in the press of daily life.   Yes…God is the source of life.  Existence and consciousness along with love, joy, hope, peace and comfort all come to us through life.  Without life all that we cherish ceases. And yet….we take this greatest of gifts for granted until it is threatened it in some way.  
When you hear that someone has died what is your first question?  How did it happen.  In this way we can evaluate our own risk. We are most upset by the death of the young or the innocent.  These are deaths that should not occur, but also…this means that death might overtake us at any time.  Funerals give us pause to consider our own mortality…but pastor….I thought we were talking about life….and indeed we are.  We are speaking of life that overcomes death and the fear of it as well.  Jonathan Edwards once resolved to…

“to think much on all occasions of my own dying,

and of the common circumstances which attend death.”
Why would a young man want to contemplate his own death?  Was he depressed?  Was life so burdensome?  NO, not at all.   He said that it was in order …”to live with all my might, while I do live.”
Here is a sad reality.  Many people never live…let me slightly modify this statement….many Christians never live fully in this life because they have never really stopped to consider that this earthly life will end. We tend toward thoughts like, “Tomorrow we will love more, forgive more and show more compassion.”  “Tomorrow I will tell my brother I am sorry or my parent that I love and appreciate them.”  There is often no compelling reason to do it today because there will always be tomorrow.  

Edwards perceived Satan’s slight of hand  in this, at an early age, and purposed to live his physical life to the fullest for Christ and others.  As you well know, Paul is writing this letter from prison.  He thought that he would be released, but he was taking the occasion to reflect upon his own mortality and what it meant to him and others.  What The Holy Spirit revealed, he shared with the Philippians in the text we are considering today.  

Philippians 1:21-30  21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;  24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.  25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith,  26 so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you again.  27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  28 in no way alarmed by your opponents-- which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.  29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.  

In this way we are all the same.  Our physical lives are finite. And both we and Satan know it.  He prowls around like a bellowing lion producing as much fear as we will allow.  He speaks of death and dying and suffering.  He plagues men with doubts and fears of every kind.  What is the antidote for this poison of life?  It is surprisingly simple.  It is trust in God’s declaration that He has given us our life….it is eternal in nature and cannot be taken from us by this world, by Satan, by our failures or even physical death.  It is God’s unspeakable and surpassing gift of life giving through trust in Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  The Scripture is going to give us three steps that lead to a blessed and joyful life on earth.  It is not magic but a daily discipline. We need to be….
· Asserting Biblical confidence about our lives [21-25]
· Affirming the Biblical Gospel by our lives [27-28]

· Experience Jesus Christ in our Lives [29-30]

Asserting Biblical Confidence About Our Lives [21-25]
Philippians 1:21-23  21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better;  

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain:  This is not just a description of a hyper spiritual person that you can never become.  It is an assertion about the life that we have received from God through faith in Jesus Christ.  It is life given to your spirit and as such is different than the physical life that God gives to all men.  Let me try to explain this briefly. Jesus told Nicodemus, who was a Bible Teacher in Israel the following: 

John 3:6-7  6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 

All men receive physical life.  It is a gift from God, but it comes through our human parents.  God shared this attribute with the first husband and wife, Adam and Eve.  But, since the fall,  physical life does not give us spiritual life.  We are alive to our world at birth…we see, we feel, we experience, but Adam’s sin has rendered us dead to God.  We do not experience Him, see him or know Him.  This second birth, which is from above is also from God, but not through our parents. The Holy Spirit gives it when men trust in the Jesus Christ’s love driven sacrifice at the Cross.  

Physical life ends and with it all that men experience through the physical world, but spiritual life is eternal.  Physical death does not even phase it…in fact according to Paul it unleashes it.  Do you remember that earlier we said, “God is the source of life in the universe.  Existence and consciousness, love, joy, hope, peace and comfort all flow from life.  Without life all that we cherish ceases.”  But what if life were eternal…spiritual…never in danger of being lost?  And, what if physical death could not end it, but only make it more awesome…and finally, beloved….what if physical death was only temporary and God intends to reverse all death and restore all the joy of physical life to man as well in the resurrection in the final day.  That is exactly the case. 
1 Corinthians 15:54-58  54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory.  55 "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?"  

Your eternal life is “The Life of Christ.”  He bought you and then gave you His life. 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

John 1:12-13  12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God--  13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

I am hard-pressed from both directions:  This is an indication that we really are living a Christ glorifying life.  We know that while we are here it will turn out for the advance of the gospel, but life here is stressful and at times downright difficult.  But…my friends, this is what we assert.  “These present struggles are temporary.  Everything difficult you face in this life is temporary while every joy and blessing is permanent.”  

Here then is the assertion of Scripture that we assert daily: While we are physically alive we are living the life Christ has given us.  It is a fruitful life because God is perfecting us and forming Christ in us.  We are His workmanship created for Good Works.  It is God… working in us.  We have a destiny and it is not with physical death, but with Christlikeness.  
For me to live is Christ…to die is even better.
Affirming The Biblical Gospel By Our Lives [27-28]

Philippians 1:27-28  27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  28 in no way alarmed by your opponents-- which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.

Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel: The observable characteristics of our life should correspond to the gospel.  The phrase, “worthy of the gospel” means properly representing the gospel.  
I am amazed at the way this is taken by most folk.  To hear some people tell it, this verse means something like this…”be a good representative of Jesus Christ by being as outwardly holy as He was.”   Now I ask you…is this the gospel?  Is it good news that you are supposed to be holy and you are not?  No…to the contrary, this is very bad news.  

Romans 3:20   20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death

But The Gospel is “Good News.”   Here is the good news then.   Let me just complete some of these verses for you so that we will have the gospel right in your mind.  

Romans 3:20-24  20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.  21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:23  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We do not affirm the gospel by being perfect, holy and righteous.  We affirm it by being just exactly what it says we are.  Fallen sinners who were loved at the Cross by a perfect, righteous, Savior, who paid our sin penalty…having become sin for us.  We were His enemies, but He died for us all the same.  We did not love Him, but He loved us.  We are unworthy…but He is altogether worthy.  We freely confess that we are sinners.  We acknowledge that we are unrighteous.  But we also declare Jesus Christ as our sole hope for this life and the life to come. 

Titus 3:3-6  3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

Brothers and sisters…I too want to encourage you to “live a life worthy of the Gospel.”  It is a life of conscious need.  It is a life of daily dependence.  It is a life that proclaims that it was redeemed with the precious blood of Christ at Calvary. It is a life that understands that God is working in you and through you and for you.  You are His workmanship and He predetermined for you to do good.  To that end, He is transforming you by the renewing of your mind.  Christ Jesus is our hope of glory.  

The following is a brief description of some of the ways a “gospel worthy” life displays itself. This is not an individual admonition.  God is speaking to the church…plural…”you all” and not just “you.”    
Standing firm in one spirit:  We are to dig in together. This means singleness of purpose and that purpose is the gospel of the Glory of Christ.  “Gospel worthy” means that we cannot be moved off the truth that we are unworthy and Christ is infinitely worthy.  We were lost,  but Christ found us.  We were hopeless enemies of God, but He reconciled us.  We were dead in our trespasses and sins but He made us alive.   Gospel worthy churches do not give people anything to do to be holy…They offer them someone to trust fully for their physical and spiritual life…Jesus Christ our Lord. 
With one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel: This is singleness of purpose based on truth.   “Strive” means to compete like an athlete.  In fact we get the word athlete from this word. We are seeking ways to make the sufficiency of Christ and His surpassing Glory known in our world and we do it together.  We work in unity to fulfill our desire for the beauty of Christ to be known to men.  
Do you know any unbelieving folk?  OK…do you pray for them?  Do you ask other believers to pray for them?  Do you ever invite them to church?  Remember, Gospel Worthy Believers don’t have to show anyone how good they are.  Instead we are testifying to how good, merciful and gracious is our Lord.   You do not have to be good enough, smart enough, trained enough or righteous enough to do any of these things.  You can live a life worthy of the gospel. T he gospel…don’t forget…is that Jesus Christ receives sinners.  

In no way alarmed by your opponents:  Sadly, our opponents are often in the church as well as out.  Many people have become so content with their own righteousness and religiosity that they don’t even want the weak, the broken, the unwashed sinner, in their midst.   It is often the church that opposes the gospel message these days.  

Then there are those who ridicule the entire notion of Christ’s work on the cross.  How can God become a man?  How can one man take a way the sins of the world?  They mock His return and contend that God never has and never will intervene in the lives of men. 
2 Peter 3:3-7   3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."  5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
God urges us to be the poster children for redeemed sinners and not to be alarmed in any way by those who oppose “Gospel Grace.”  
God wants you to be confident about your lives because you have the life of Christ.  It is and eternal possession and cannot be diminished by death…in fact it is unleashed at death. For you to live is for Christ to live in you…for you to die, well, that is even better.  

God tells you to affirm the Gospel by your lives.  Gospel Worthy lives are dependent lives and not self-righteous ones.  They are lives that are always giving praise to Christ for the Cross and taking joy in their Savior.  They know the surpassing greatness of Christ Jesus in this life and proclaim Him by their lives as the all sufficient one.  

Because of these first two we are also able to experience Jesus Christ in our Lives 

Experience Jesus Christ in our Lives [29-30]

Philippians 1:29-30   29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

Granted for Christ's sake:  The phrase “to you it has been granted” means “God has favored you.”  It is a form of the word “grace.”  God has been gracious to you.  Surely you would be willing to acknowledge that God has been gracious to grant us trust, or faith in Christ?  But…do you know why God did that?  I mean….Is there another reason beside the obvious one that we needed to be saved and could not save ourselves?  Yes.  And it is stated right here.  It is “for Christ’s sake,” which means on His behalf…or for His benefit.  Your faith which comes because of God’s favor is actually something that reveals Christ’s mercy and love, His compassion and the spectacle of the Cross.  Every time God saves a fallen sinner like you He lifts up Jesus Christ again for the entire Creation to Praise.  Listen to how Paul described it to the Ephesians. 

Ephesians 1:5-6   5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Ephesians 1:13-14  13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Not only to believe in Him:   Have you ever wondered what finally made you believe in Christ?  What was it that finally made you wake up…come to your senses….and realize that Jesus Christ was the one and only Savior of your eternal soul.  Well, here is the answer:  God was gracious to you.  He granted you grace to believe and He did it to display that Grace to all creation.   

Corinthians 1:4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus,

But also to suffer: We have been so inextricably bound to Jesus that what He goes through…we go through.  How the world feels about Him, they feel about us.  How Satan hates Christ…he hates us.   The same grace that granted us faith grants us the privilege of identity with Jesus.  And … for the same reason.  It reveals that Christ   sustains us in trials and gives peace, love and joy without measure.  All creation stands in awe of Christ again and again every time God saves one of His lost sheep. 
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  If you have trusted in Christ Jesus’ work on the Cross then your life is Christ’s Life.  He gave you the physical and the spiritual life you possess.  This is what …”For me to live is Christ” means.   We are His workmanship, His children, His brothers, His Glory.  

Our purchased lives are to be lived in a manner that reveals the total sufficiency of Christ Jesus and our total dependency on Him for every single thing we have and are.  This is a life worthy of the Gospel.  It is not a perfect, self righteous life, but a redeemed, Christ sustained one.  

All this through Grace. Through your salvation He revealed again that there is no limit to His mercy…no boundary to the depth of His compassion.  Creation stands in awe of Christ because of the Cross.  
Ask for a verdict:  Christ Jesus is worthy of your love.  Not just your obedience, but your tender affections and unrestrained love.  Love your Savior.  Self-righteousness is a pathetic substitute for the Love for Christ.  
Love is the first thing that the Holy Spirit produces.  We imagine that it is just love for others, but it is first and foremost, Love for God…then love for others.   It like all things precious in our lives is given freely to us by God Himself…by grace. Pray for it.  It is God’s to freely give.   
Ephesians 3:14-21   14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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