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I want you to remember with me this morning a trying circumstance that you have been through in your life.  I want you to pick a difficult one….perhaps even the most trying that you have experienced to date.  Do you have one?  Good!  Now a few questions to launch us into our passage this morning: 

· Did you pray for God to deliver you from it or to take it away? 

· Did you think you had done something wrong and God was angry with you? If you said yes to this…did you think you knew what it was?  

· Did you feel like God was silent and would not tell you why it was happening?

· When it finally stopped…did you know why?  Did you have a sense that it had some value to someone….or did you wonder why the Sovereign God of Creation put you through it?  

Maybe you are going through something now….Personal, financial, health, career, family…maybe all of them at the same time.  Perhaps you are asking these questions about your life right now… today!!!  
God says that He wrote every word of the Bible to accomplish something.  His Word is not just powerful…it is effective.  Unlike us…when God speaks it is always intended to have an effect.  We cannot discern this with our normal senses…We have to trust God. 
Isaiah 55:8-11   8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.  9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.  10 "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater;  11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.

When The Spirit of God moved upon Paul to write the letter to the Philippians He had an eternal intention for it. They are the True Words of The Living God breathed out for us. 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,

This realization should put us on the edge of our chair when we open the Bible.  The one true God is about to speak.  Habakkuk put it this way…
Habakkuk 2:18-20   18 "What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, Or an image, a teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork When he fashions speechless idols.  19 "Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, 'Awake!' To a mute stone, 'Arise!' And that is your teacher? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, And there is no breath at all inside it.  20 "But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him."

Take your Bibles and let’s read this passage together. 
Philippians 1:12-18   12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel,  13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else,  14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.  15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;  16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel;  17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.  18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,

In His Word today, God will show us some marvelous things about the way He works to fulfill the promises of Philippians 1:6 and Ephesians 2:10.  He will reveal…
· How your circumstances advance the Gospel in the world

· How your circumstances make others bold to trust in God

· How your circumstances make you bold to trust God

· How your circumstances are designed for your Joy in Christ

How your circumstances advance the Gospel in the World  [12-13]

Philippians 1:12-13  12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel,  13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else,
My Circumstances:  Are they ordered by the Lord?  How do you know?  

· Proverbs 16:9  9 The mind of man plans his way, But the LORD directs his steps.
· Proverbs 19:21   21 Many plans are in a man's heart, But the counsel of the LORD will stand.
The Greater Progress of The Gospel: Paul is saying that his miserable circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel.  Greater than what…than if they had not happened.  Paul would have been on his fifth or sixth missionary journey by now had he not been stuck in a Roman prison.  Maybe we don’t understand what the gospel is as well as we thought we did.  Let’s take a moment to try to clarify the term “Gospel” in our thinking.
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

When we put a few lines of doctrine down on a paper and say it is the gospel we might easily miss the point of this verse, because we might forget who was on that Cross and who He really is?  It was Jesus who was and is God the Son, the blessed creator of heaven and earth and all that it contains.
Colossians 1:14-17  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

The good news…the Gospel… is Christ.  Paul was not ashamed of Christ and the preaching of the Cross.  Peter was not ashamed of the one who “bore His sins in His own body on the Cross.”  Christ has the power to save and it is He that we proclaim. We have been called to witness to this.  “This man receives sinners.”  This is why we testify.  When was the last time you testified to God or Christ?  Before you answer  let me ask you another question…we will come back to this one.  

When was the last time you testified to something you heard on the news or saw at work?  We actually testify all the time.  God is at work in our lives daily, but when we do not see our circumstances as “God orchestrated” for His Glory we are, in a way, robbed of the joy of testifying or witnessing to Him.  When we do perceive His hand in our circumstances, we will testify like Paul ….that they have turned out to the greater progress of the “Good News about Jesus Christ!”

The Cause of Christ:  It is to make Himself known clearly in the world.  That men might know His Sovereignty and Grace.  That they may turn to Him.  His cause is to make Himself gloriously visible in the world and so draw men and women to Himself to worship.  He does this everyday in your life through the events and people He brings there.  His reality is seen in His care for us daily
John 12:32  32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."
If Christ is the Gospel…and if our lives are His workmanship and are to the praise of His grace and glory…then the Gospel is advanced by our daily lives sustained and cared for by our dear Savior and Lord.  

How your circumstances make others bold to trust in God [14]

Philippians 1:14 14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.  

Trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment:  What is this about?  How does seeing a brother that we love, going through an unjust circumstance make us courageous?  Because, we are the family of God….the household of God.  What goes on with Paul is what is going on with your family member.  This is not just an incarceration.  It is someone the Philippians and others loved. Paul was fully aware that God had put him there. 
Philippians 2:12-13  12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
Like Paul, we are living out what God is doing in the world.  It is God who is at work in you…YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES…”to will” [what He wants to do]  and “to work”  [How He wants to do it] for His Good Pleasure.  This is the confidence God intends for you to have.  Please beloved… believe this!….God is at work in your life and is doing exactly what He wants in exactly the way He wants while taking pleasure in it. Your life today brings God pleasure… Does it bring you any?  
Have you ever said….”I wish I could please God?”  or “I wish I could be a good witness for Christ”  or “I wish my life would count for God?”  Then consider it done.  God already says that it does.  Paul had not been free for 5 years when he wrote this, but what does he think about his circumstance?  It is valuable.  It is useful to other believers.  It is revealing something about Christ and he rejoiced in Christ.   Such confidence may even give you courage to speak from time to time.  
Courage to speak the word of God:  Once we know that what God has to say is vital and powerful in the world and that He is working in our lives to reveal Christ…we may even want to add our two cents from time to time.  

Illustration:  
Question: How are you holding up through your sickness?  Answer:  Jesus has given me great joy and hope.  He is with me sustaining my life.  I have been afraid but He even gives me joy and peace.  
Question: How are you making ends meet during this difficult financial time? Answer:  God has been proving to me that He keeps His word to provide.  We have had anxieties about it but God has been so faithful to us.  We are rejoicing in Him. 

Speaking Without Fear:  How is fear destroyed in a Christian’s life?  What do you fear?  Take a moment right now to think of your greatest fear so that you will know what God is talking about here.  Now imagine that fear being gone.  God says that nothing in our life is at the mercy of others.  God is at work and what appears to be in the hands of other men…what appears to be unjust or what is unwelcome is “God at work in you.”  It is not sometimes “God at work in you”…it is always God working in you…How do I know…because He says so.  

Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:10   10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Our fear surges when we do not believe God is working daily in our lives and it diminishes when we know He is. How sad that we haven’t heard this most of our Christian lives  

We have been taught to work for God

and are seldom taught that God is, in fact, working for us.

Our lives and our faith are upside down because of this.  It is not what we do or don’t do that determines our circumstance.  God claims to be working in your life and through your life in a way that pleases Him…. for your good 

You are His project…He is not yours!
Ill:  A friend of mine told me how, at the height of the Free Speech movement of the early 70’s had traveled down to a CSU campus to hear the famous revolutionary speak at an open mike in the University Quad.  He arrive in plenty of time, got a seat at a nearby picnic table and began to eat his lunch along with hundreds of others.  This is how he told it:  “I loved this man.  I would have gone anywhere to hear him, but as I sat there listening it all seemed strangely unimpressive.  My heart did not seem to rise to the heights of emotion that I had expected.  When the speech was finished most of the crowd quickly dispersed, but I had not finished my lunch so I sat there on the table with my feet on the bench finishing my sandwich.  In those days there was an open mic and as I sat there a Jewish student went to the mic and began to testify about Jesus Christ the Messiah.  The remaining spectators began to jeer and shout and throw food at him as He proclaimed the good news of Christ’s Cross.  It was very nasty and humiliating and I thought to myself…”He doesn’t deserve to be treated this way…and then a passing thought…almost a whisper so faint that I almost did not perceive it.  It was a still small voice…that said…”what if he is right?”  And thus began my conversion to Christ.  Through witnessing the miserable humiliation of a believer for the cause of Christ.”  
You will probably never ever know how God is using you to advance the cause of the Gospel..  That is probably for the best…But know this…HE IS!

How your circumstances make you bold to trust in God [15-17]

Philippians 1:15-17  15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;  16 the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel;  17 the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.

Some from envy and strife:  The proclamation of Christ is always good.  The motives of men’s hearts are not always good.  This is nevertheless a matter for God to settle with them….and He absolutely will. 

Ecclesiastes 12:14  4 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil.

We are unscathed by it when we believe God orders our circumstances.  There are people in you life right now who are there to make trouble for you.  They do the things they do and say the things they say, in order to make trouble for you.  To make you feel bad, look bad and suffer emotionally, spiritually, financially and physically.  Do you realize that this is true?  This is not going to change in this life.  It pulsates though…that is to say this type of thing gets really bad for awhile then subsides, but seldom goes away.
WHY DOES GOD OFTEN LEAVE US IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES?  Because He has made you His witnesses in this world to testify to Him. We testify that “He is alive for I have experienced His love and forgiveness to sinners.”  This is vastly different to witnessing as we often imagine it.  I am praying for you all right now to get your mind and hearts around this simple truth.  Jesus did not say you must witness…He said you will be my witnesses. The “Good News” about the good news is that Jesus came for lost, broken, confused people and transforms them for His own Glory.   
Isaiah 61:1-3  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners;  2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,  3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.

Where in the above list do you see yourself?  Paul said he was the worst one of them all.  The woman at the well said “come and see a man who told me every thing [every sin] I ever did!  The immoral woman in Simon’s house wept for the joy of forgiveness and dried Jesus’ feet with her hair. Are you broken hearted, grieving, a captive…Christ came for you. Your redeemed life does not discredit Him…It magnifies Him.  Your Salvation has turned out to the praise of His Glory.   

The Gospel is Christ Jesus.  HE loves and came for the lost, the crushed, the broken and the sinner.  The inadequate and the unnoticed.  The blasphemer and the liar.  The immoral and addicted slaves of sin.  HE…acting alone sets men free.  Jesus is the Good News for hopeless, broken sinners.  Jesus is the Gospel. He purchased, at the cross, your less than perfect life.  That life is now His…do you understand what we are saying.  Give your daily life and circumstances over to the one who loves you and gave Himself up for you.  Open the eyes of your heart to believe Him when He says He is working for you and in you and through every event of your life.  He has not forsaken you for a moment.  Your life is not out of control and will not ever be out of control.  You are His workmanship…created for good works.  That difficult boss or unwanted failure…That financial difficulty or health setback…all are of Christ.  He is working to make Himself gloriously known as the redeemer and sustainer of broken sinners.  

How your circumstances are designed for your Joy in Christ  [18]

Philippians 1:18  What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,

It is time to ask how we are to rejoice over these kinds of things.  Paul gives us a very tight little window to fit this into.  We do not rejoice over malice, or ill will toward us.  We do not find people who try to hurt us or cause trouble for us a source of rejoicing.  But we do rejoice in Christ.  This is why we are admonished to fix our eyes on Him.  
Hebrews 12:2-3  2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice:  The word proclaimed means to openly commend or praise.  Paul wanted Christ to be openly commended and praised in any way possible.  This does not describe formal discourse like a sermon or even an edict like a herald would read.  It is like the blind man on the temple who when pressed to denounce Christ instead…in ignorance confessed Him: 

John 9:24-25  24 So a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give glory to God; we know that this man is a sinner."  25 He then answered, "Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see."
Paul was focusing,  in this final verse on what his own life circumstances seemed to be revealing about Christ Jesus  Christ was His sustainer.  Christ was his joy giver.  He himself was stopped from preaching ,but the preaching was not stopped.  

CONCLUSION

Joy and rejoicing occurs when you are confident of God’s constant concern and care for your life.  Our lives have a larger purpose than we imagine…a universal and spiritual purpose.  He has set His affection on you and predetermined to shape you into the image of Christ.  What you experience in this life is God doing that.  When you believe Him you will begin to anticipate His love in newly found ways, His comfort in impossible situations and His provision in ways that only He could do.  Your children will see it.  Your brothers and sisters and parents will see it and even unbelievers will see it.  What is IT???  It is Christ caring for His own broken, inadequate child and giving him or her His own love, life and joy.  

Ask for a verdict:  I want you to chose to believe what God says about your life.  

· You are His witnesses. This happened when you were redeemed at the cross. It is something you became and not something you are tasked to become.  Your salvation became an excuse for creation to praise the glory of His Grace. 

Ephesians 1:4-6  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

· You are His workmanship.  This is happening daily in your heart, mind, and spirit.  God is shaping you into the image of Christ 

· You are going to arrive safely at home.  God will take you all the way there not drop you along the way.  When He died on the cross you had absolutely nothing He wanted or needed. Nothing to commend yourself to Him.  Nevertheless, He bought you and made you His child for eternity. His grace has not diminished.  You are not on a merit basis with God after the Cross.  He is working for you…you are not working for Him.  He is forming Christ in you.  He is going to complete His work until Christ comes back.  
Ephesians 1:11-12  having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will,  12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.
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