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Introduction:

At the end of his third missionary journey, Paul returned to Jerusalem where the brothers there urged him to make a gesture to the Jews to show that he was not in fact preaching against the religion of Moses.  This was their idea…
Acts 21:23-24  23 "Therefore do this that we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow;  24 take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know that there is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Law.

This plan however had some unforeseen results. The Jews, when they recognized Paul, accused him of desecrating the temple by bringing Gentiles into it.  A riot ensued and Paul was actually rescued from death by the Roman authority in Jerusalem. 

Acts 21:31-33   31 While they were seeking to kill him, a report came up to the commander of the Roman cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion.  32 At once he took along some soldiers and centurions and ran down to them; and when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.  33 Then the commander came up and took hold of him, and ordered him to be bound with two chains; and he began asking who he was and what he had done.
What unfolded from this point on was an odyssey of nearly five years in the custody of the Roman legal system.  It went something like this:
· Paul was arrested in Jerusalem – [58 AD, Acts 21: 27 - 22: 30]. 

· Imprisoned in Caesarea for two years – [58 - 60 AD ; Acts 23:23 - 26:32] 

· Paul was shipwrecked on way to Rome – [60 AD, Acts 27:1 - 28: 16.] 

· He was imprisoned in Rome – [61 - 63 AD, Acts 28:16-31]. 

· He was released from Roman prison in 63 AD
Toward the end of this ordeal Paul wrote the letter we are about to read and study.  It was a warm and open letter to a church he dearly loved and who loved him in return.  It is the epistle to the Philippians.  This is how the letter came about: 
While Paul was under house arrest in Rome, this small church in Philippi sent a man named Epaphroditus to bring a gift to Paul and inquire about his wellbeing.  The trip was daunting in itself…nearly 1000 miles.  Not only that, but Epaphroditus was going right into the lion’s den.  He was going as a Christian to visit  Paul who was in prison for preaching Christ.  The letter Paul sent back with Epaphroditus is an outpouring of hope and joy in Christ… made even more so by the circumstances under which it is written.  Penned at the end of a 5 year, unjust, imprisonment it reveals the true source of all joy and peace in this life.   This is how the letter begins: 
Philippians 1:1-6  Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

These opening verses reveal the sole source of three vital needs in our lives: 

· The source of all favor, delight and peace in our lives
· The source of all gratitude toward others in our lives

· The source of all spiritual growth in our lives

The source of all favor, delight and peace in our lives

Philippians 1:1-2  Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul and Timothy: Timothy was Paul’s regular traveling companion.  He was with Paul when he wrote this letter, but was probably not in prison with him  Hebrews tells us that he was imprisoned at some point later on.  
Bond-Servants: These two men considered themselves bought and owned by Jesus Christ.  There is no other explanation for the use of this word.  It is the Greek word for “slave.”  It describes someone who lives to do the will of another.  Slaves were owned and were therefore purchased by a master or Lord as he would have been called.  The New Testament language of our relationship to Christ is one of slave to Owner.   

1 Corinthians 6:20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
1 Peter 1:18-19  18 knowing that you were not redeemed [purchased] with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

When you call God “Lord” is this how you think of yourself?  
God does not call us all to a life like Paul’s, but

He is Lord of whatever life He does call us to.
To all the saints in Christ in Christ Jesus: Literally…”holy ones.”  We tend to give our own meaning to the word holy.  Its primary meaning is not “sinless.”  God, of course is sinless and He is also holy, but holy means unique and set apart.  God is holy because there is no one like Him. His children are holy because they belong to Him.  There are no other children anywhere in the universe who are God’s Children.  You are holy because you are “in Christ.”  Contemplate what is being said here.  Saints are not people who are religious, pious, or perfect.  They are people who have been sought and bought by Jesus Christ.  Believers are “holy ones” because they have been made children of the one and only King of Creation.  
Exodus 15:11-13  11 "Who is like You among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders?  12 "You stretched out Your right hand, The earth swallowed them.  13 "In Your lovingkindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have guided them to Your holy habitation.

Including the overseers and deacons:  Overseer is another title for Elder or Pastor.   I have noticed a disturbing tendency for those who hold these positions to imagine themselves separate from the rest.  We speak of laity and clergy, but the Scripture does not know of these distinctions.  It speaks of the children of God and says He calls certain men to care for them.  They are always mentioned in the plural
Grace to you and Peace: Here Scripture takes us to the source of all favor, delight and peace in your life.  It reveals the only way that any man or woman will ever find the favor of God.  “Grace” is favorable treatment.  When we say that someone is gracious toward us we mean, “they treat us well and they speak kindly to us.”  Some feel they deserve this at the hands of other men, but Scripture reveals that no one deserves it from God.  
Romans 5:6-10   6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

Ephesians 2:8-9  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Titus 3:5-7   5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Grace is what God did for us.  It is active.  God acted toward you in Grace.  Many people believe that Grace is God’s response to our faith.  Just look at this verse with me once more.  “Grace to [coming to or toward] you and peace from [originating and coming from] God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We did not obtain grace by believing in Christ.  
We obtained belief in Christ by Grace.

From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  This last phrase drives home this point.  Grace and Peace come exclusively from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ who in eternity past set their affection upon you and created the only plan that could save you in your hopeless and helpless condition.  God acted alone to save you.  
Ephesians 1:2-8  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight

God does not give grace because we deserve it.  He gives grace because we need it.

Christ is your only hope for Eternal life and Joy.  But, God has done this for all His children.  You and I were both saved exactly the same way.  God in grace and mercy bought us with the life’s blood of His own Son.  
Why is Christ’s church filled with hatred and strife?  Why do those who profess Christ hate one another?  Because they have not understood nor embraced Grace.  We have become religious workers of our own righteousness.  We dispense love based on merit.  We take offense at words, expressions, thoughtlessness and even things that were not said. All the while forgetting the enormity of our own offense to God.  All us poor sinners stand on the same ground in the presence of our Savior.  Not only is Christ the sole source of all favor toward us…but He alone is the source of all gratitude and love we have toward one another. 
The source of all gratitude toward others in our lives

Philippians 1:3-5   3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4 always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,  5 in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you:  Can you say this?  When you think of your brothers and sisters  is your first thought gratitude for the other children God has saved?  Let me explain this phrase just a little more.  Paul says that every time I remember you, I thank God.    Gratitude is the hallmark of His Children and our greatest demonstration of love for God.  You cannot do this enough.  Consider its benefits: 

· The Grateful do not complain or whine about their life or circumstances.

Romans 6:22-23  22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· The Grateful are focused on what they have and never on what they lack.

Philippians 4:8   Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.
· The Grateful are happy.  Have you ever seen someone filled with gratitude that was unhappy?  Have you ever seen a totally ungrateful person who was happy?

· The Grateful are worshiping God with every word of thankfulness. 

Hebrews 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,

Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

When I want to worship I can take out my list of names and begin to praise God for what He has done in your life.  Every blessing He has poured out to you is mine as well. We share the same gospel grace.  Your trials are even occasion for my thanksgiving, because I know that God is at work in your life.  He will show Himself sufficient and I will see it and rejoice. All creation will behold it and give thanks for such a God of grace and mercy.   Never look at your brothers and sisters apart from the Cross.  They are not just difficult people that show up at the same hour as you on Sunday morning.  They are the redeemed.  They are your eternal siblings and have been loved by your Father.  It is often difficult to imagine that God is at work in the lives of our brothers and sisters… BUT HE IS!!!
Always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all:  Such realizations fill us with joy.  Gratitude to God must be expressed and this leads us into the throne room of God.  Are you looking for reasons to pray? Do you wish you had more gratitude? Then try this prayer.  “Lord,  I know all these people. You have saved them and are doing great things in their lives…..I just wanted to thank you for them.  Thank you for bringing them across my path to love me.  Thank you for letting me watch you redeem and sustain and heal and bring joy to your own children.  
In view of your participation in the gospel:  Now this is the pivotal thought of the passage and the one we want to give serious attention to today.  The Greek construction is not easy to bring over into English.  

Paul says that he is “always praying with joy in …every prayer for you all because of your fellowship, partnership, share or participation in the Good News [The Gospel].”  

How can ordinary Christians Participate in the Gospel?  Is this a call to preach or witness?  Is there something we should be doing that we are not?  No...this is something else altogether.   Perhaps we should review the meaning of good news here for a moment.  Paul stated it precisely in another epistle he wrote from this same prison. Turn in your Bibles to Ephesians Chapter Two:
Ephesians 2:1-10   And you were dead [Bad News] in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, [We lived like Satan wanted us to live…apart and oblivious to God] of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, [The wages of sin is death] even as the rest.  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, [remember, this is love…not that we loved God but He loved us] 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive [Good News…gospel] together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that [why God gave you life] in the ages to come [Forever] He might show the surpassing riches [this means there is nothing richer] of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; [grace comes first, then life then a living person has faith] 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. [God saves you to transform you]
God has given you a share in this miracle. It is the surpassing wonder of all creation.  Even angels long to understand it.  You have a fellowship in the Gospel and that is not a few lines of doctrine on a tract or a prayer.  It is the ultimate demonstration of God’s Sovereign Grace.  The God who rules the universe, has become one of His creatures in order to save YOU.  He always knew YOU.  Jesus came seeking the lost sheep.  I was that sheep.  You also were that sheep.  And when He found us,  the Scripture says, 

Luke 15:6  6 "…. he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!'
Luke 15:10   10 "In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents."
God rejoices over His children when He brings them home. He has even created a new [unique] name for you.  God will rejoice over you because He redeemed you are His.  

Isaiah 62:2-5  2 The nations will see your righteousness, And all kings your glory; And you will be called by a new name Which the mouth of the LORD will designate.  3 You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, And a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  4 It will no longer be said to you, "Forsaken," Nor to your land will it any longer be said, "Desolate"; But you will be called, "My delight is in her," And your land, "Married"; For the LORD delights in you, And to Him your land will be married.  5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So your sons will marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So your God will rejoice over you.

This is your share…your participation… in the Gospel.  What a tragedy to overlook this by thinking that “Our Participation” is something we are supposed to do for God and miss the splendor of what He is doing for us.  

The source of all spiritual growth in our lives

Philippians 1:6    6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

Let me paraphrase verses 3-6 together for you without the verse breaks.  
“Every time I remember you I begin giving thanks to God, and when I pray, I always pray with joy because of your share in the gospel from the first day when you were saved until now.  I pray confidently because He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”
I am confident of this very thing:  Why is Paul confident? How can anyone be confident of the outcome of their Christian life?  He is confident because the outcome does not depend on you. Not on your works, your righteousness, your strength, or your religions discipline.  It depends upon God alone.   If, as many of us have been taught…our Christlikeness depends on us then we have no confidence.  God help us to see this simple truth.  Our share in the Gospel is totally the work of God.  Our contribution is to TRUST GOD while He is working in us to form Christlikeness there. 
The good news is that you do not have to work for God.
He will work for you and more importantly IN YOU!
He who began a good work:  Everyone will acknowledge that Grace was required on that first day of our Christian life.  We received our share in the Gospel on that first day and God, who brought us from death to life “began a good work” in us.   
Will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus:  “Perfect” means to bring it to completion.  What is the goal of your redeemed eternal life.  What is the purpose of a completed life?
· That all creation will praise God for making a lost sinner one of His own children.

Ephesians 1:5-6   5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

· That men might see the surpassing patience and love of God in Christ 

1 Timothy 1:16-17  so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.  17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
CONCLUSION  Paul describes God’s total involvement, intent and Sovereign concern over this process in this swelling anthem of confident trust in God  

Romans 8:29-39  29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;  30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

As surely as Christ is your hope for heaven, He is your hope in this life.  Live in dependence on Him. He is sufficient for you  He is giving you grace today.  By it He creates the image of Christ in you.  This life and its trials are the means to that end.  Through them you can and will experience the sustaining love of God in Christ.  This is your participation in the Gospel of Grace!
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