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Introduction:

Hope changes everything.  We are remarkably able to get through trials if we have hope.  Difficult finances are manageable when we know the check is coming.  When the doctor tells us we are sick and need surgery, but that we will be OK, we take courage in that hope of healing.  

But, what about really huge things, like death and the end of the world?  What hope can anyone possibly have when confronted with circumstances of such a monumental nature?  Ultimately, such things drive us to the Savior and His Grace and Love for Hope.   
1 Peter 1:18-21  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

This wonderful little book of II Peter gives us a vivid account of how God has loved His Children.  Not content just to save them from their sins,  but to share His nature with them to such an extent that He would transform their very hearts.  In chapter two we are warned that there are those who will rob us of this joy and blessing.  They teach lies about our Savior and beguile us by appealing to our pride.  But, in the last chapter God tells us how He will set all these wretched things right once and for all.  We are in His family and are the children hiding behind Our Father’s legs.  So we will rejoice in the justice that is soon to be brought to pass in the world.  
2 Peter 3:13-18   13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,  15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,  16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.  17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,  18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

II Peter closes with a forward look.  God is deadly serious about judging all the wickedness within and without the church.  Believers wonder why He delays in bringing justice.  Skeptics scoff at the thought that God will actually do something about the state of the world.  They prefer to blame Him and taunt Him as being impotent or just not caring about the suffering and brokenness of this creation.  In out passage today,  God draws our attention to His plan for the future.  This same God that spoke creation into existence and sustains it by His power will also destroy, in the final judgment, all sin, all corruption, all brokenness and ruin.  Then He will replace it with the glorious perfection. His redeemed, [that would be you if you have trusted in Christ alone] will live there for all eternity. 
· We have hope in Christ’s Righteousness  [13-14]
· We have confidence in the Christ’s Timing [15-16]
· We have protection in the Christ’s Instruction [17]

· We have steadfastness in Christ’s Grace and Truth [18]
Men and women need hope.  Have you seen how quickly hope is dashed when it is apart from God.  Everything that men hope for has a hidden cost.  We call it the “catch” or “unintended consequences.”  The free sample turns out to cost $100.00.  The promise of love or friendship turns out to be someone trying to use us.  We need to see in these closing words of Peter, that hope is in God and His promises and not in this world.  The economy, politics, education and religion have all fallen with mankind.  Men apart from God have NO WHERE ELSE TO GO.  They return again and again to the same hopeless solutions to their needs.  Peter is calling us to set our affection, hope and joy on what Christ and not this world.  We still live here, and we can live here with joy, peace and love because we are over-comers in Christ.  His indwelling Holy Spirit unleashes the love of Christ in our hearts even in this fallen world, but our real hope is only in God.   
We have hope in Christ’s Righteousness  [13-14]

2 Peter 3:13-14  3 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,

According to His promise:  Many believe that the promises of God regarding the end times will not literally come true.  That they are to be understood as allegory and symbolic only.  This is particularly true of Christ’s Kingdom on Earth, reigning on David’s Throne.   But God has promised a Kingdom to Christ by the word of these same prophets who promised a literal Savior. God has therefore, promised us a literal place of Righteousness and Joy, beginning with Christ’s Second Return and then extending on into Eternity with a New Heaven and a New Earth.  You can believe it at face value. 
Here are some reasons why we are able to have confidence that God’s Word is not to be understood as an allegory or a metaphor when He speaks of the End Times. The things pertaining to Christ until now, have all been literally fulfilled.  Let me show you just a few: 
OT:  He was conceived and born of a Virgin and was a descendent of David: 

Isaiah 7:14  14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.
II Samuel 7   8 "Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel.  9 "I have been with you wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make you a great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth. 10 "I will also appoint a place for My people Israel and will plant them, that they may live in their own place and not be disturbed again, nor will the wicked afflict them any more as formerly,  11 even from the day that I commanded judges to be over My people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also declares to you [DAVID] that the LORD will make a house for you. 12 "When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom.  13 "He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
NT:  Fulfillment was literal not allegorical.  

Luke 1:26-34  26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth,  27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.  28 And coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."  29 But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was.  30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.  31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.  32 "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."  34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"

He was to be born in Bethlehem and He literally was.  He was to be from the tribe of Judah and He literally was.  Children would be killed in Bethlehem at His birth and they literally were. Kings would bring Him gifts and bow down to Him and they literally did.  He would be called up out of Egypt and He literally was.  He would live in Galilee and He literally did.  He would heal the sick and He literally did.  He would teach in parables and He literally did. He would heal the sick and He literally did.  He would present Himself as King on the foal of a donkey and He literally did. And we could go on and on.  
When God now says, “according to His Promise” we should scoot to the edge of our chairs and put down our other thoughts and look with expectation to know what is going to happen in our future.     
We are looking for new heavens and a new earth:  The word “looking” means to be in a state of expectation.  Statements like this cannot be more clear.  If we are not to take these promises at face value,  we must ask this simple question;  “Had God wanted us to know that they were real and that they were His plan for the future, what language would He have employed to tell us that?”  In other words, if this is symbolic language, what would it take to make it real?  
In which righteousness dwells:  Righteousness does not dwell on this earth. It is not at home here, but it will be in the new heavens and on the new earth.  It inhabits and permeates the new creation.  All sin, all grief, all transgression is gone and in its place is the God of Glory and His Son. 
Revelation 20:24-27  24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed;  26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;  27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Some say  there is no  point to knowing about this.  We should just take a deep breath and say “whatever” to these portions of the Bible that speak of the end. Some even say that thinking about end times will make you so heavenly minded that you are of no earthly good.  But God disputes that.  In fact, according to God,  the full knowledge and contemplation of the totally insufficient nature of the world and all it contains makes us better persons on this earth.  Christians are living for Christ and can therefore endure all manner of difficulties here with grace and hope.  The knowledge of the true, literal real future of all things will motivate us to….
Be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless:  “Be diligent” means, “hurry up” or “be eager.”  In other words it means to make it a priority in your life.  Why?  Because there is no hope in this world and it is in fact,  temporary in nature.  
In Peace:  Peace is absent when we observe that things are not right.  Men are wicked. God is mocked. Christians are lied to and led astray by false teachers.  Children are taught that God does not exist and that He made nothing we see. The stories of the Bible are all false and He is absent, silent, impotent and uncaring.  But God is to find you “in peace because He has promised you complete justice and total righteousness.  
Spotless and blameless:  These are both words that mean without visible outward reasons to accuse. It does not mean that we are perfect and without sin.  It does mean that we are not to use our hope of future glory as license to sin and be slothful in living for God.  Our speech, our demeanor and our treatment of one another are in view here.  Live according to truth while you continue to trust God to transform your heart.  
We have confidence in the Christ’s Timing [15-16]

2 Peter 3:15-16   15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,  16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.

Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation:  Do not be impatient with God.  God has an eternal purpose for not judging evil in this world.  We are not in a position to judge God.  You would never dream of judging God would you?  Saying that you question His judgment, in letting evil men get away with what they do?  But, when we complain constantly about the state of this world and all its attendant evil, we are doing just that.  

Psalm 115:1-3  Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.  2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"  3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.

Our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you:  Even though Peter had been rebuked by Paul, he embraces Him as a dear and beloved brother.  Those who love us in Christ are often the only ones that will point out some glaring blind spot.  This has happened to me and will happen again no doubt.  May God grant you grace to see it as the loving hand of correction from God.
In all his letters, speaking in them of these things:  Peter is speaking of the end of the world as we know it. He is appealing to Paul’s understanding of these same things as evidence that he [Peter] did not create these things out of whole cloth.  
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17   16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-4  Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,  2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.
2 Corinthians 5:1  For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2 Corinthians 12:2-4  2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man was caught up to the third heaven.  3 And I know how such a man-- whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows--  4 was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.

In which are some things hard to understand:  “Hard to understand” means hard to make sense of or interpret.  It does not mean impossible, but something that takes hard work. 
Which the untaught and unstable distort: It also takes some humility.  So many today are unwilling to be taught the Scripture.  Peter was willing to be taught by the Lord and by Paul. Jonathan Edwards went to school as did great men of God down through the ages.  All began by being taught by someone.  The unteachable are often the distorters of truth.  They will never consider what others who have studied Scripture have to say.  Their pride tells them they are on the cutting edge.  They alone know these great truths.  They are special and worthy of a following.   But, the Bible speaks of faith that was “once and for all delivered unto the saints,”  [Jude 1:3] 
As they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction:  Here Peter recognizes Paul’s writings as Scripture.  So while Peter and Paul were still alive [before 64 AD] their letters were already recognized as Scripture in the church.  
We have protection in the Christ’s Instruction [17]

2 Peter 3:17   17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,
You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand:  Peter says, The Prophets have told you, I have told  you and Paul has told you.  The End of this world is assured.  The God who created will uncreate and then recreate.  He is not a silent, powerless or an apathetic God.  He is the Sovereign King of Kings.   
Be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men:  This is actually a command.  You are commanded to be on your guard.  This puts the lie to the idea that you do not need to know what God says about End Times.  If you do not you could be drawn into the Jehovah’s Witnesses, The Seventh day Adventist, The Mormon Church,  The Preterist movement that is common and any number of lesser errors.  Do not let your heart tell you that you cannot understand what God says about these things or that it is not important for you to understand what God says about these things.  Both of those thoughts run counter what God says to you right here. 
Fall from your own steadfastness:  Have you ever just despaired of your life and circumstances?  It is like suddenly, everything is bad and nothing brings hope or comfort.  This is “falling from your own steadfastness.”  The answer is NOT a pep talk, or a pill or a new president or a better job.  It is certainly not a “new religion like Scientology or an old cult like some that we have just mentioned. 

It is the knowledge that this world is just that way.  We are in it because of the purposes of God in working all things for His own Glory.  We are part of that awesome plan to exalt God throughout the entire creation.  We are His redeemed and vital to His purpose.  False teachers always take advantage of what you do not know or what you do not believe with all your heart.  When we are carried away by false teachers and teachings we fall hard. We fall from our own steadfastness, but we never fall from God’s
Psalm 51:9-11  9 Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities.  10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  11 Do not cast me away from Your presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Hebrews 6:18-20  by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.  19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,  20 where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever

We have hope in God’s Righteousness, in God’s Truth and in God’s steadfastness.  When this is true this fourth and final hope will be ours as well.  It is a hope of increasing Christlikeness and joy.  
We have steadfastness in Christ’s Grace and Truth [18]
2 Peter 3:18  18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen
But grow:  The “but” is contrasting “our own steadfastness” with that of Christ.  It stands starkly against a confidence in our righteousness and knowledge rather than that of Christ Jesus.  It makes Christ’s truth stand out vividly against the lies and half truths of evil men and false teachers.  

“Grow,” means to increase or become greater in knowledge.  We often say “ I know Christ Jesus.”  What they mean by this is I prayed a prayer of salvation or I believe that Jesus died on the cross for my sins….But, tragically, for many believers this seems to be enough.  They are content to know what they know and have no hunger, drive or passion to Grow in knowledge of God and His glorious person.  This is why, in many churches and homes the “light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” has gone out.  Men love being Christians but they do not love Christ any longer.
Grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:  This is the Glory of Christ.  You cannot grow by keeping the law.  You cannot grow by cleaning yourself up on the outside and you cannot even grow, although many have mistakenly tried, by pumping yourself full of knowledge. 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw [beheld] His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
It is not found in doctrines about Him or in one time prayers prayed.  It is fulfilled in worship of the Lamb of God…The realization of His surpassing greatness, beauty, love for you and worth.  Christ Jesus was first glorified at the Cross and exalted even higher at the Resurrection.  

John 17:1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You,

John 17:5 "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.
Today The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ to His Children as they humble themselves before Him,  Praise Him in worship by giving their lives to Him

John 16:13-14  3 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you..  
CONCLUSION

To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen:  God’s Glory belongs to Him.  Christ has that Glory because He is one with the Father.  The Father glorifies the Son and the Son, in turn the Father.  The purpose of your life is the same; to give Him Glory!  He made you, gifted you, sustains you daily, helps you, feeds you and in the end will be everything to you because:  
Matthew 24:35-36   35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.  36 "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.

1 Peter 4:7-8  7 The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

Ask for a verdict:  What are you doing with your life?  Are you so invested in this world that when it goes down the drain you go with it?  Do you hope in money, or homes or connections or skills?  Is your hope in anything on this planet?  Politics, education, religion, good works, environmental activism.  Anything you can think of will be rendered mute by God’s final Word on the subject.  So, what is your response to all this?  
· Give Glory to God and give Him your life to be lived for His purposes.  Do not hope in any thing else.  We do live in this world and we enjoy many benefits, but you will know if you are hoping in them by how you feel when they are threatened.  

· Fix your eyes with expectation on what God is doing and will do in the future.  You too will be there to see what John was shown in that future New Heaven and Earth.  For now we see it with the eyes of faith through the Word of the Living God. 
Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,  4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."  5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."  6 Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 
…….the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.  22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed;  26 and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;  27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
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