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Introduction:

While most of the world has been lying in darkness for much of History, America has enjoyed a brief sojourn in the light of the truth of God.  Our founders were predominantly Christian.  They established the constitution and the laws on God-given  principles of freedom.  

“No King, but King Jesus” was not just a hollow battle cry.   It was grounded in the belief that only Christ could make men free.  Free, not to do anything they pleased, but free to do all the things that they should.”  
John 8:34-36  34 "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  35 "The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
In recent years and even more recent days, our society has rushed to join the ranks of those enslaved and lost in darkness.  There is no denying this, but whining and hand wringing is forbidden to Christ’s disciples.  We have no right to live in a Godly society.  Almost no believers every have.  Ours was a blessing and what remnants of it remain continue to bless us and our children.  We should give thanks for what we possess and humble ourselves to ask God to continue to preserve as much of it as He deems fit.  The Christian prayer should not be, at this point in our history, “God Bless America,” but “God Shed His Grace on Thee.”   We are called to penetrate the darkness with “The Light of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ, who is the image of God”  II Cor. 4:4
We are now in a position to understand Peter’s words clearly.  Scoffers, mock God and those who believe in Him.  They point to their belief that God never does anything.  He is silent.  He is absent.  He is impotent.  He does not exist, or if He does even exist,  He is a vastly different God then the one Christians imagine Him to be.  

At the same time believers wonder why judgment is delayed.  Why does God let all this scoffing and ridicule go on?  When and how is God going to do something to stop the rush to destruction that man has set his hand to with all his might?   America has returned to the days of Peter.  We have returned to ‘no knowledge of the living God’ and a finely developed distain for Him and all that He says and does.  
2 Peter 3:8-12   8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.  9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!

I want to talk to you about God’s perspective on time and His Creation.  I had intended to use the word “Environment,” but want to continue to exalt God and His Word and call it “His Creation.”  In this passage, God gives us insight into the questions we have just asked.  Why are scoffers allowed to scoff endlessly and what is God going to do about it.  Peter gives us: 

· God’s Perspective on Time  [8-9]

· God’s Perspective on His Creation [10-12]
These are crucial to our understanding and happiness.  We need to know what is going on in a world gone mad.  God has graciously told us in His Word.   May He instruct all our hearts and give us hope and joy in the midst of this world’s darkness.  All come  to know and love Christ more deeply.  He is our rock and our only hope.  May God give us increasing love for our Savior and decreasing love for this world and its attractions.  May God increase our devotion to Him.

God’s Perspective on Time  [8-9]

2 Peter 3:8-9  8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.  9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Do not let this one fact escape your notice,  If you can only get one thing from this, God says, understand this:   Time is everything to us so God has to get right up close and say,  “DO NOT IGNORE THIS IDEA!”  Remember, the Bible is inspired.  That means that it is breathed right out of the mind of God.  I have heard some of the lamest interpretations of this verse over the years.  We need to understand this in its context. 
Beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day:  The charge has been made by scoffers that God is not going to do anything because He hasn’t done anything.  Believers, on the other hand, worry that evil men are taking over the world and God is doing nothing about it.  If you are loosing sleep over the present financial, political and social upheaval then this statement is for you.  It puts history and reality in perspective and it is God’s perspective. The greater truth is this: 
Time is meaningless to God.  God exists outside of time. He is not governed or pressured by time.  Time is actually part of His Creation.  It only exists because He created a mechanical universe to measure it.  The earth spins and orbits the sun.  God made time and He will destroy it.   This is an important point:  You need to know this about God in order to have His perspective on this world in which we live.  This also means that:
God Exists apart from His Creation.  God was not made more wonderful by Creation.  Creation only reveals some of His wonder.  He will not be diminished in any way when This Creation ceases to exist.  He will be just like He was before He made it.   He Himself will remain exactly like He has always been.  You do not need to fear the end of time and creation if you have turned to God.  God has partially shared His nature with men so that all men will live on forever apart from time and creation as we know it.  The problem is this, and it is the heart of the Gospel. What men do with Christ in this life will determine their eternal destiny when time ceases.   
Matthew 25:41-46   41 "Then He will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels; ……"These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."   

The Lord is not slow about His promise, Although scoffers say He is impotent and cannot act and believers wonder why He does not act, God is not slow to act.  He is not busy somewhere else. 

As some count slowness:  Men count in millenniums and centuries and make the claims they make.  God claims that He is not bound by time.  Time means nothing to Him and therefore He is NOT slow to act.  It is our judgment and perspective that sees God as slow and we are trying to gain His.  
This has application for your Christian life as well.  We think six months or a year is plenty of time to suffer hardship, trials, sickness and financial setback, but God is not working only with time.  In our trials, we should seek the loving God who is sustaining us in them.  

James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.[time]  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  
He is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance:  I have heard it said that God never gives a reason for His delay, but He certainly does here.  And I think He gave one to us believers in the James verses we just read.  Unbelievers mock God for not intervening in the affairs of men and believers are distressed that He delays in helping them.  This verse is a sword that cuts two ways.  
He is Patient toward you:  Many of us can say the year or month in which God saved us.  For me it was October 1964.  Do you remember a date or at least a time when you came to believe, trust and pray to Jesus Christ as your sole hope of salvation?  Now here is the point;  as much as you want God to “Do Something” about this wicked world and the wicked people that torment men and the difficult circumstances you face, remember this one thing;  Had He acted before you came to repentance, you would not be saved, but lost.  The next time you wish for judgment, remember that you deserved it too.  We all did and God is still saving men and women, boys and girls throughout this world.  Yes suffering continues in a sin soaked world, but so does salvation.  The Cross is still preached and men’s hearts are still born again to a living hope in Christ.  Do not wish for judgment until God’s all knowing and all powerful hand is ready to move.  When He is, nothing will stay it.    
Not wishing for any to perish: God is patient toward the many who are yet unsaved, unreached, unprayed for.  How many lost men have never been prayed for or witnessed to?  God is patient toward them all because He does not wish or will for any of them to perish.  

This statement deserves a little scrutiny.  “Wishing” is a Greek word meaning “determining” or  “purposing.”   God is NOT determining or purposing that any should perish.  God has said repeatedly in His Word that He is the one who draws men to the Cross.  We did not chose Him,  but He chose us.  This truth should cause rejoicing.   
2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

But Satan always seeks to distort God’s Truth.  In this case, by planting this thought:  “If God chooses some for salvation then that means that God chooses others for damnation.  God is so cruel and so malicious that He deliberately and purposely bars the way for men to come to salvation.  Men want to come, but God has already predestined them to be damned.”

God asserts that this is categorically not the case.  He states for the record that He does not purposely and deliberately will to send certain men to hell.  You should mark this verse down in your Bible along with whatever explanation will help you remember.  God is not predestining men to hell who might have otherwise wanted to believe in Christ.  Here is what the Scripture says about why men are heading for hell. 

Romans 3:10-11  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;

John 3:18-20  18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  20 "For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
Ephesians 2:1-3  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,  2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  
But for all to come to repentance:  “to come” is a verb meaning “make room” for, or “leave the way open.”  Not only does God NOT purposely send men to hell, He actually leaves the way open for them to repent.  If men do not repent it is absolutely not because God has kept them from it.  “Repentance” means a “change of mind.”  In this case it means a change of mind about Christ. The exalting of Christ can and still does change men’s hearts and minds about Jesus Christ.  When you offer Christ to unbelievers, you may know that God has not barred any from repentance.  
What is behind this idea that God purposefully sends men to hell?  It is the unending deception of Satan to always make God out to be evil. BUT, it was Satan who beguiled men in the Garden and destroyed their eternal life with God.  It was Satan who provokes men to unspeakable evil and it is Satan who works tirelessly to blind the minds of all these unbelievers to the glory of our Precious Jesus.  Now he hurls the accusation that men go to hell because God wills it to be so.  Nothing, my friend could be farther from the truth of the Bible.  Do Not Believe These Lies!  
When we put God in our time box, He laughs.  Please do not subject God to your limitations.  God has His good reasons for delaying judgment.  While sin and misery prevail on this earth, men and women are being called to repentance and salvation.  When He has rescued His Bride from this fallen and God hating Earth, then He will judge the planet and start afresh with a new heaven and a new earth.  
God’s Perspective on His Creation [10-12]

2 Peter 3:10-12  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!

The day of the Lord:  This is not a moment in time.  It describes  the period of judgment that God will bring upon the earth.  In Paul’s day, just like in ours, there were those who were saying that this final judgment or “Day of the Lord” was already upon us.  Paul told the Thessalonians not to be disturbed by that.  
2 Thessalonians 2:2  2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

The day of the Lord is the final judgment described in Revelation.  The prophets foretold it and John reveals it in great detail.  
Joel 2:30-32  30 "I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, Blood, fire and columns of smoke.  31 "The sun will be turned into darkness And the moon into blood Before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.  32 "And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD Will be delivered; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem There will be those who escape, As the LORD has said, Even among the survivors whom the LORD calls.

Joel 3:12-16  12 Let the nations be aroused And come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, For there I will sit to judge All the surrounding nations.  13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.  14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.  15 The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness.  16 The LORD roars from Zion And utters His voice from Jerusalem, And the heavens and the earth tremble. 
Will come like a thief:  You are not….I repeat you are not to imagine that some day,  with no warning, the earth is going to melt with intense heat.  The Bible teaches that we will not be subject to that final judgment, but we DO know it is coming.  

1 Thessalonians 5:8-11   8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.  9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will live together with Him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.
“The day of the Lord” occurs at least 19 times in Scripture to describe the judgment of God.  The judgment that scoffers say is never coming, because God has not done it yet.  When “The Day of The Lord” does come it will be a total surprise scoffers.  

It will take seven years for Christ to recapture the Earth from His sworn enemy.  We call that “The Tribulation.”  Then He will bind Satan and there will be 1000 years of perfect government and rule from Jesus Christ our King and Messiah.   At the end of that time Satan will be set free once again to deceive the nations and then the final destruction described right here will occur. 

The heavens will pass away with a roar:  The galaxies and everything in them are the “heavens.”   The roar will be that of a huge all consuming fire. In that fire… 
The elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up:  These are the building blocks of the universe.  God will destroy the earth on a molecular and atomic level.  When He is done, there will be nothing left accept Him, the angels and humanity.  John was given a glimpse of it in Revelation.  
Revelation 20:11  11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.

What sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness?:  This is a way of asking if you are a scoffer or a worshiper.  This question is nonsense to a scoffer.  They would consider it as serious as the bearded guy in a robe carrying a sign that says, “The End is Near.”  But what about us?  What about you?
Looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God:   I like the way the NIV captures the sense of this verse in the Greek.  

NIV 2 Peter 3:12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.

Are you eager for God to put the universe right, once and for all?

CONCLUSION

We need God’s perspective on Time and Creation.  He made them for a purpose and when that purpose has ended, they will cease.  The only question for you….is your attitude toward it all.  

In our day, unbelieving men are increasing in their mockery of God.  They now openly worship the Planet that He made while contending that He is non existent at best or just a liar.  
What is it that vexes you about life?  Is it the wickedness, the lying, the murdering, the betrayal and the meanness.  Perhaps the earthquakes and tsunamis or the plagues of AIDS and starvation.  There are wars in our streets and in whole countries.  There are terrorists and hatred at every turn.  Our own leaders lie to us and betray us for money.  
Be humble before your God,  believing Him.  He is coming in power.   He is the perfectly just and totally Sovereign ruler.  He will conquer what is rightfully His and then rule it with justice, integrity and love.  And, all this could begin at any time.  What should our response be to the imminent return of Christ to our planet.  

Purpose today to adore and exalt your Christ.  Confess that He is just to delay judgment,  and justice. His purposes are good.  Realize that He is not  bound by time or creation.  Come before Him as a worshiper and do not bind your heart to this earth for it will vanish.  When it does there will be only God.  Disengage yourself from this world and Hope in God Alone. Your life has meaning because God made you to worship Him, find fulfillment in Him and to experience Great Joy in Him. 
Matthew 6:31-34  31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?'  32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
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