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Introduction:

Peter has written two letters to all believers throughout the age of the church.  In the first he taught us about our glorious standing because of Christ Jesus and how that would impact every area of our lives. He encouraged us to keep our eyes on Christ and not our sufferings and circumstances.  In this second letter he has been teaching us about the centrality of the Word of God, The Bible.  All the blessings of Christ flow through God’s Spirit enflamed Word.  The attacks of Satan and false teachers always center on the Scripture.  
Chapter one God tells His children that He has supplied everything they need through His Word, because He knows that Satan and his false teachers will say that the Word of God is not sufficient.  
2 Peter 1:3-4  His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

In Chapter two God promises that there will be false teachers in the church.  They aim to deceive and they do that by appealing to your pride and need to be cared for.  BUT,  they are exposed by their own unwillingness to submit to the Word of God and the Lord of the Bible Jesus Christ.   They either deny the authority of the Bible altogether or, and this is far more dangerous and prevalent, they profess to know what God really meant by what He said.  They have a private interpretation of Scripture, known only to them and possibly you if you will join them.  
2 Peter 1:20-21  20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Certain judgment awaits those who deceive Christ’s Children and lead them away from the one who loves them.  Believers easily succumb to the spotlight, the knowledge, the fanfare and so on.  The surest way, THE SUREST WAY for the church to be deceived in this world is to be ignorant of the Word of God or to forget the Word of God or to consider the Word of God unimportant. 
In the first seven verses of chapter three, God warns us about:  
· The Danger of Forgetting The Word of God  [1-2]
· The Danger of Mocking the Word of God  [3-4]
· The Danger of Denying the Word of God [5-8]
2 Peter 3:1-7  This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,  2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.  3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."  5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
You may feel confident that you would never succumb to these errors, but you would be mistaken.  We all forget or do not know the Word of God.  How many times have you said to yourself, “I wonder if the Bible has anything to say about this.”  Or  “doesn’t it say in the Bible somewhere?”  The fact that we do not know God’s Word is not the main problem.  It is that we do not seek to know it.  Many believers think that it is not important to know the Bible better, but God says it is.  We are easily deceived by a world that is contrary to every thought of God.  .  How are you to know the truth.  KNOW THE WORD!  Make it a point to find out what the Bible has to say about your life, circumstances, relationships, desires and thoughts.  Know more next month than you do now.    
Christians also mock the word of God.  Yes they do!  This is a tragic circumstance, but common.  And they do it exactly and precisely as  Peter warned would happen with other mockers of God.  They disbelieve God’s assertions about how He created the world, How long He took to create the World and what will happen to the world. 
Genesis 8:21-22  the LORD said to Himself, "I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.  22 "While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall not cease."   
The Greening of the Church is a mocking of God and His Word.  

“We have listened to a false gospel that we continue to live out in our daily habits - a gospel that proclaims that God cares for the salvation of humans only and that our human calling is to exploit Earth for our own ends alone,”   God’s Earth is Sacred National Council of Churches.
Genesis 1:27-29  27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  28 God blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth."  29 Then God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you;
I am preaching this sermon to call us all back to the centrality and the sufficiency of the Scripture.  We do not need unbelieving mockers to tell us how we came to exist on the Earth.  Our very own father and life giver has told us plainly and clearly.  
The Danger of Forgetting The Word of God  [1-2]

2 Peter 3:1-2  This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,  2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.
Remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets:  We are to be reminded of what God said through His Prophets. This means the Old Testament.  The prophets predicted the Messiah who was Jesus.  They also spoke of the end of the age, the coming of the destruction of the kingdoms of this world and the sure and certain return of Christ to reign in Jerusalem on the throne of David. 

This remembering is passive, meaning that we need to be reminded by someone.  This is what Peter is doing in his letter and what Christ’s preachers are supposed to do for you day in and day out, year in and year out, until the Lord comes back for His church.  Your part is to listen, and study to know and remember all that God says.  It is your lifelong task as a believer.  If you do not do it you will be deceived by the world. 
Romans 15:15 But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God,
2 Timothy 2:13-15  13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.  14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin of the hearers.  15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
2 Peter 1:12-13  12 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you.  13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,
Remember the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles:  What commandment?  Everything.  Jesus Himself taught that.  

Matthew 28:19-20  19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you;  

We can test our knowledge of God’s easily enough with a Bible Trivia game.  Have you ever read the Bible through?  Do you know what verses teach that Jesus is the God of creation?  Could you show someone that He is a flesh and blood human being?  Do you know the passage that says that all men are sinners?    Can you find a verse where Jesus said He existed before Abraham was born?  These are basic things that we should and can know.  
The Danger of Mocking the Word of God  [3-4]

2 Peter 3:3-4   3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,  4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation."
Know this first of all:  Before we talk about anything else, God says, you need to know this.  

In the last days:  Are these the last days?  Yes.  We have been in the last days since Christ returned to Heaven.  This present age constitutes the last days.  What we typically mean by this phrase is different than how the Bible uses it.  We mean, “could the world end at any minute?”  Yes again.  And that has been so for 2000 years.  

Hebrews 1:1-2  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways,  2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.  
Mockers will come with their mocking:  Men mock God when they deride His Word and His Promise.  There are other ways men mock God.  They believe that if God does not make them pay for their sins immediately they will not pay at all.  God says otherwise.  We mock God when we sow sin and corruption and expect to not reap it in the end.   
Galatians 6:7-8   7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.
Saying, "Where is the promise of His coming?:

"Where is the promise of His coming?:  The precise nature of the mocking of false teachers is their ridicule of God’s promise to return.  This is ridicule of God is actually two for the price of one.  Mockers of God make fun of the whole idea that they will ever have to face God directly in any way.  They contend that He is impotent to carry out His Word.  Perhaps you have heard it said yourself; I certainly have.  “The Bible cannot possibly be true.  It makes it sound like Jesus could come back at any minute and He has not returned yet and 2000 years have passed.”  The Bible is clearly wrong.  
Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation:  It is the contention of modern men that the processes in nature that we observe today have always been going on exactly the same way.  This is why secularists contend that the earth is billions of years old.  If silt settles out of water at the rate it does today in lakes and rivers then the strata prove that the earth is millions of years old.   The eruption of Mt. Saint Helens put the lie to that theory by laying down in a few hours what was previously thought to have taken millions of years.  

This belief that everything has always been the same as it is today and will continue to be the same gives rise to the totally false conclusion that, if there is a God He has never intervened in the affairs of men and will never intervene in the future.  Most likely there is no God to worry about.  God calls such an attitude mockery.  And it is mockery of the worse kind, because it is mockery of God Himself and what He says has happened and will happen in the future.  
And that brings us to the final warning.  The danger of denying the Word of God.   
The Danger of Denying the Word of God [5-7]

2 Peter 3:5-8  5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,  6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.  7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.
When they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water:

The world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water:  The only thing other than the creation account that provokes so much ridicule and mockery in the world is God’s assertion that He overflowed the entire planet with a flood and saved only eight people in a giant boat.  Six literal days of creation and a universal flood qualify you for the loony bin in the minds of mockers and scoffers.  It could not have happened because we cannot figure out how it happened.  To these men, and many are pasturing churches and teaching in Bible Colleges and Seminaries,  it makes more sense that the universe appeared from an explosion of gas and coalesced into the ordered and spectacular material universe that we observe.   They mock God for saying that He is the infinite life giver and created all things for His Glory and Praise in six days, while they assert that order comes from disorder and mutations can produce beneficial results.  Both ideas are contradicted by what science has been able to observe for hundreds of years.  
But by His word: Not only is Christ the creator of this universe, He is also the sustainer of it.  He wills it and keeps it together for a future purpose.  God has spoken the Universe into existence by a word.  He sustains it by a word and will dispatch it with a word. 
The present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men:  God reserved the earth for His judgment.  Apparently Prince Charles of England went on record this week saying that we only have 18 months left to save the planet.  After that there will be nothing we can do to stop the destruction of everything.   God begs to differ.  He is reserving the right to destroy the  Earth for Himself.  And when He acts it will be in judgment of sin and wickedness.  
Do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day:   If you can only get one thing from this, God says, understand this.  Time is meaningless to God.  God exists outside of time. He made time and will destroy it and when He does He Himself will remain exactly like He has always been.  

Time is for men.  When we put God in our time box, He mocks us.  Please dear ones.  Do not subject God to your limitations.  His Word stands and cannot be judged by men.  God has His good reasons for delaying judgment.  While sin and misery prevail on this earth, men and women are being called to repentance and salvation.  We will take this up next week at this exact spot to see God’s greater purpose in delaying His coming.  
CONCLUSION

Do you  see the importance of the Scripture?  Knowledge of God is obtained through it and with that knowledge comes protection for your heart.  Satan is an accuser and a deceiver.  His minister appear to be ministers of righteousness and they speak in order to deceive.  The Devil controls the media, education, philosophy, religion and politics in this world.  
We will be deceived by all these institutions unless we actually know and believe the Word of the Living God.   I want to challenge you to learn more, study more, read more, and invest more in knowing your God and the truth of His Word.   Start small.  Memorize a verse this week.  Tell someone you are going to do it and then do it.  Read the rest of II Peter three.  It will take you 5 minutes.  Try to find the answer to at least one of the Bible questions I asked you earlier.  Know and remember the words of God’s prophets, The Lord Jesus Himself and His Apostles.  It is life bringing and joy bringing.  It is because of the Scripture that the Psalmist could call us all into worship. 
Psalm 33:1-22  Sing for joy in the LORD, O you righteous ones; Praise is becoming to the upright.  2 Give thanks to the LORD with the lyre; Sing praises to Him with a harp of ten strings.  3 Sing to Him a new song; Play skillfully with a shout of joy.  4 For the word of the LORD is upright, And all His work is done in faithfulness.  5 He loves righteousness and justice; The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the LORD.  6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host.  7 He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses.  8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.  9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.  10 The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.  11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.  12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, The people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.  13 The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men;  14 From His dwelling place He looks out On all the inhabitants of the earth,  15 He who fashions the hearts of them all, He who understands all their works.  16 The king is not saved by a mighty army; A warrior is not delivered by great strength.  17 A horse is a false hope for victory; Nor does it deliver anyone by its great strength.  18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope for His lovingkindness,  19 To deliver their soul from death And to keep them alive in famine.  20 Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.  21 For our heart rejoices in Him, Because we trust in His holy name.  22 Let Your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, According as we have hoped in You.
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