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Introduction:

How easily we are deceived about God and His Word?  Is there anything you believe right now, that you think you have been deceived about?  Of course not!  If we thought we had been deceived we would not believe it,  right?  BUT, that is precisely the point.  That is how deception works.  It is bait and switch.  It is the offering of that which appears true, but in reality is something else all together.  
When we discover we are deceived, we experience disappointment on two levels:  
Our Pride.  We thought we were smart enough not to be deceived.  We are mad at ourselves and at the one who deceived us.   

Our Emotions:   We thought we could trust that person or that they cared for us. 

Not surprisingly these are the very tools that false teachers use to deceive us.  They appeal to our pride by offering information, doctrine, ideas and teachings that are “new.”  “This newfound understanding of what the Scripture teaches has not been known before” or as I have often heard it stated, “churches and pastors know these things, but they won’t or can’t  teach them to you.”    And so the preaching of the Cross is subtly discouraged not directly attacked.  

They appeal to our emotions by implying that they care about us.    
· The church does not want you to know these hidden things about God just the same old same old.  

· We have information that the church and the Bible do not have. [New Revelation]
· Your pastor and elders do not want you to know when Christ is coming back…But we know!
In the Scripture today, God exposes the delusions of False teachers so that we might avoid  them.  Their words may deceive, but their character is revealed by their lives. We will conclude with “how you are to protect yourselves from deception.  You absolutely need to know this information.  LET’S BEGIN BY READING THE SCRIPTURE TOGETHER: 
2 Peter 2:9-22  the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,  10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,  11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.  12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,  13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,  14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;  15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.  17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.  18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,  19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.  20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.  21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.  22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."
The Bible reveals three characteristics of False Teachers.  

· They imagine that they have power they do not have. [2:9-13]
· They are shameless in their explicit sinning [2:13-16]
· They promise what they cannot deliver [2:17-22]

They Imagine that they have power they do not have.  [2:9-13]
2 Peter 2:9-13a  The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,  10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,  11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord.  12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,  13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. 
The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment:  We purposely started today with the same verse we left off with last week to remind us that, if God can rescue Noah from the flood and Lot from Sodom then we may be assured that the Lord knows how to rescue the righteous and keep the wicked locked up until He is ready to punish them. 
False teachers are not getting away with anything.  In fact their leash is deliberately lengthened by God.  This is not just true in the religious world, but throughout humanity.  Political, judicial and social liars are in the same category as religious ones when God’s hand of judgment falls.  God does not actually believe in separation of Church and State. 
Isaiah 5:18-24  18 Woe to those who draw sin along with cords of deceit, and wickedness as with cart ropes,  19 to those who say, "Let God hurry, let him hasten his work so we may see it. Let it approach, let the plan of the Holy One of Israel come, so we may know it." [religious denial of God’s Word]  20 Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. [Cultural and Social denial of God]  21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. [Education and Philosophy that denies God]  22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks, [Rejection of the natural use of our God given bodies]   23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, but deny justice to the innocent. [Corruption in the courts]  24 Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up straw and as dry grass sinks down in the flames, so their roots will decay and their flowers blow away like dust; for they have rejected the law of the LORD Almighty and spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel.  
Those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires:  It is no surprise to us that people have human desires.  Those desires become corrupt when they are used and abused apart from the sanction and direction of the Lord God.  The indulging of them as an end in themselves makes them corrupt desires that give evidence that men are apart from God.  Paul told Timothy to drink a little wine, but he told the Ephesians not to be drunk.  The Bible says that the marriage bed is undefiled, but fornication and adultery are forbidden.   
These men despise authority:   Literally “have a low opinion of lordship.” In a phrase, “nobody will tell me what to do.”   Not,  the law,  not the courts, not the church, not my boss, and certainly not God.   
Why is this important?  We are Americans and we are individuals.  Isn’t this what freedom is all about?  Well no, actually.  It is not what freedom is all about.  God has put in place, in the world layers of authority to protect and guide men.  It starts in the home with our parents.  
Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise),  3 SO THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.

God claims that all authority is God given.  This means that God has structured the world with these authorities.  It does not mean that murderous and wicked men, in and of themselves have this authority.  This is largely why the wicked so desire power.  They use it to rebel against God and to force others into submission to them rather than God.  
Romans 13:1-2  Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  
These men are daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties:  The word translated “angelic majesties” does not speak just of angels in heaven.  It is a noun translated ‘glory.’  Literally the Greek says, “they do not tremble before glory and are continually blaspheming.  
Do we have these kind of people around today.  Absolutely.  They are totally unafraid to bold facedly contradict the God of Creation. They call Genesis a myth or a lie and suppress any evidence that would indicate it might be true.  They do not tremble before Glory.   The context seems to narrow the meaning, however to specifically refer to fallen angels or demons. 
They are daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties,  whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord:  Peter compares these people to real angels in heaven and their attitude and behavior.  Angels who have way more power than men, do not dare to act this way.   What way?  
They act as if they have authority that they do not have.  This characterizes  much of the modern day deliverance movement.  They claim to have authority that even the Archangel Michael does not have.  
Jude 1:9-10  9 But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"  10 But these men revile the things which they do not understand; and the things which they know by instinct, like unreasoning animals, by these things they are destroyed.

There were people like this in the day of the Apostles.  They muttered phrases over people.  They claimed to have “magic words to say.”   The Scripture records one such account. 
Acts 19:13-16  13 But also some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, "I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches."  14 Seven sons of one Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this.  15 And the evil spirit answered and said to them, "I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?"  16 And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed,  13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong:  God likens such men to livestock.  They just do whatever pops into their mind to do or say.  They do not carefully and humbly bring their own instincts, desires, thoughts and ambitions into obedience and submission to the Glory that is God and His Word.  This is Their delusion of authority.  
They are Shameless in their Explicit Sinning [2:13b-16]
2 Peter 2:13b-16  They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you,  14 having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;  15 forsaking the right way, they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;  16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression, for a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.
They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you:  Because they are deluded about who they are and who is their Lord, they just blindly follow what they desire.  And they do it in the name of Christ.  Instead of trying to hide their deceptions, they revel in them.  They are proud of them.  Here is a short list of the deceptions they do outwardly without shame: 
Eyes full of adultery:  All men are tempted to adultery,  but the righteous turn away or at least make efforts to turn away.  The people described here have no fear of God in His Lordship and Glory.  They therefore, do as they please and think as they please. 
Never cease from sin:  John says we all sin, but the deluded false teacher and his student, never even try to stop. Sin is OK with them.
Enticing unstable souls:  Why is this important.  It justifies them in their own eyes.  Come with me.  Sin with me.  See, I get away with it all the time.  God will not stop us. We will do it together.  It is OK!
Having a heart trained in greed:  We are all greedy.  But followers of the truth fight against it by giving.  We give to our children and our spouses and our neighbors and our missionaries and our church and our hospitals.  But these are men trained in getting and not in giving.   Look at the charitable giving of the most outrageous tax and spenders in our government for instance and you will see it clearly.  Those who most insist that men are taxed, give practically nothing to their fellow men.  It is their intention that others should give to their fellow man.  They have hearts trained in greed.  Be generous my friends.  It is the antidote to such a wicked heart. 
Having followed the way of Balaam:  Who was this guy?  He was hired by an enemy of God to curse God’s other children.  The amazing thing is that he was a prophet of God.  He held an office as a teacher.  He was a false teacher.  What was the way of Balaam?  He wanted money more than he wanted to serve and speak for God. He tried every way possible to rationalize cursing God’s people, but God kept resisting him and making him speak what He wanted.  
Finally,  a mute donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet:  God turned the tables on Balaam.  Balaam was a man acting like a dumb animal so God rebukes him with a dumb animal acting like a man.  A donkey showed more reverence and submission to the God of Creation than this false teacher and prophet.  This is their delusion of  unaccountability
They promise what they can never deliver [2:17-22]
2 Peter 2:17-19  17 These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved.  18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error,  19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
These are springs without water and mists driven by a storm:  After crossing a desert in the scorching heat you find that the well is dry or a storm brings no measurable rainfall when the earth is parched.   Such are the promises of false teachers.  Here is the point:  No thing and no one can satisfy the human heart apart from Jesus Christ.  We were made in His image and our hearts will never be at peace until they come to full submission to Him.  Jesus Christ can deliver what false teachers only promise. 
John 14:26-27  26 "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  27 "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
Promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption:  We have already made the observation that almost no one believes they have been deceived.  That is the very nature of deception…to make you think that you have NOT been deceived. The very nature of tyranny is to promise you freedom.  Satan promises men the freedom to be out from under the authority of parents, law, morality, church and God.  Free at last to do what we desire. Those who believe themselves most free are the most enslaved.  Listen to how Satan promised it to Eve.

Genesis 3:5  God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
Was Eve promised freedom from authority and God?  Totally!  If she is like God, can see like God and know what is right and wrong like God , she is no longer dependent on God for anything.   She is promised freedom, while she is brought into full bondage to sin. 
Sadly,  this is what passes for freedom in the minds of most human beings today.  It is freedom from accountability to God.  But, we do have freedom.  “I chose what to wear this morning and made my own breakfast.  I decided to come to church and where to go for lunch afterward.  I clearly have freewill.”  Yes you do.  But that is not the freedom God offers through Christ. God created men with that kind of freedom. 
Let’s talk about the freedom that God alone gives:   Have you been able to stop all sin in your life?  Have you been able to love the unlovely, forgive those who sin against you?  Have you managed to rid yourself of anxiety and awake every morning perfectly content with your life?  Do you worry, stress, fight?  Is there a besetting or constant sin that you struggle with?  When God says we are not free He is talking of our freedom from sin and not our freedom to chose many of the things in our life.  
God offers freedom from Sin.  False teachers offer freedom from God.
They offer independence from the one person who can set you free.  Some offer freedom to rebel, sin, lust, hate, steal and abuse with no guilt.  That is freedom from God, but it is not freedom. Jesus said we were slaves to sin and could only be set free by Him.

John 8:31-36  31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;  32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."  33 They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You will become free '?"  34 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  35 "The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.  36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.

God does not speak of freedom to do anything you want,  
but of power to do everything you should.
God offers true freedom to His fallen children through Christ’s Cross work and the daily indwelling and empowering of the Holy Spirit.  False freedom comes through  false teachers.  This is their delusion of Sufficiency 
For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.     New Life in Christ is not on the basis of a creed or a couple of doctrines. Then we just go on about our business.  False teachers may begin with some professed truth, but at some point they turn to their own wisdom and are overcome by their own desires.  They cease to be interested in the desires of Christ and the Glory of their Savior. They think in terms of institutions and ministries.   They become entangled in the world and now they are in a real mess.  They have started well, but are running now in their own fallen power.  
For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment handed on to them.:  This is not speaking of men who were once saved and now are lost.  It is speaking of men who professed truth, but turned away from it.
It is not profession of Christ, but possession of Him that saves a man.
The Scripture and the world is full of such men.  Once they have turned away from the one and only truth…they truly are worse off because they have now rejected the only thing that can save them.  Until then there was always the hope of turning to Christ as Lord and Savior.  : 
It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."  
CONCLUSION

How will WE protect ourselves from false teachers?  Those who are intent on deceiving us are very polished and clever.  The deceived never know they are deceived.  So how will we protect ourselves?  Five Key Points: 
Do not Complain about your circumstances:  When Satan hears this it is an open invitation to offer you something else.  When your heart is dissatisfied with God it will gladly take something else.  God is the author of our circumstances.  He has appointed our times and trials for His Glory.  We are following in His steps.    James said that you should look at your trials as a joy that will lead you into the pure and undefiled sufficiency of Christ.  What can a false teacher offer to the person who has everything ? 
James 1:2-4   2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
Pray and ask God to make you wise in all things toward Him:  Prayer demonstrates dependence on God not on men.   We pray to God and we look to God for all wisdom.  Do not let men tell you what is true.  God’s Word is the sole source of truth.
James 1:5   5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
Decide to believe God before you listen to Him:  Trust in God and obedience to His Word is the liberating solution to our bondage to sin.  The truth will set you free, but only if you believe it and obey it.  There are many things about God and His Word I do not yet understand, but I have bowed my heart to them all.  When you do this one thing you are free to be led, protected, and transformed by the Living God.  
James 1:6-8    6 But he must ask in faith [trust] without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. [back and forth] 7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,  8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. [God will not grant wisdom unless you are ready to bow before it]
Be ready to do good deeds.  Do not malign one another, be considerate of one another.    People that are living like this, even Christians and I know many, are deceived.  Listen to yourselves talk about others.  Do you malign them?  Listen to yourself talk to others.  Are you considerate of them?  We are deceived when we do not know or have forgotten how God is offended by these things.  They are not little things to Him. We are talking about and to people that bear His image and many who belong to Him.  
Titus 3:2-3   Malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.  3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.
Finally… Forsake your own freedom to become the slave /servant of Christ.  No one is ever free until they are the slave of Christ.  When He came He did everything for us and we have done nothing for ourselves.   
Titus 3:4-8  when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  8 This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.
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