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Introduction:

How do you feel when you find out that someone has deceived you?  We will be either angry or will be hurt and saddened.  Why do we feel this way?  Why do we take it personally when we are deceived?  

· Our Pride is damaged: We were not smart enough or we were too naïve to discern the lie. 

· Our Emotions:  We thought this person cared about us.  That we were important to them.  
Now let me turn this around and look at this from another side.  Knowing what we have just observed, what would be the best way to deceive someone?  

· Appeal to their pride:  Tell them you are teaching them something that others do not know and that only special and initiated people know.

· Appeal to their emotions:  Convince them they are special to you and that you care about them.  
God takes the entire second chapter of II Peter to deal with those who deceive the church. That would be US!   Most Christians I know do not think they have been deceived in any way. 
Let me illustrate this by asking you outright:  Do you think you are deceived about any doctrine of Scripture or requirement of God?   We are all confident that we are not deceived.  Others may be, but we are not.  We believe we have been taught and believe, the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth!  God, on the other hand thinks we can and often are, deceived: 
· We can be deceived by our actions: 
Galatians 6:7-8  7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  
· We can be deceived by our hearts: 
James 1:14-16  14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.  16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
Let’s read our passage for this morning:  

2 Peter 2:1-9  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;  3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.  4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;  7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men  8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),  9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,

Here God gives us vital wisdom to protect us from deception.  He issues:   
· The Warning of History

· The Verdict of History

The Warning of History [1-3]
2 Peter 2:1-22  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;  3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.  

But false prophets also arose among the people:  We are reminded here of the descriptions and definitions of a false prophet from chapter one.  
2 Peter 1:20-21  20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  
There are two main characteristics of false prophets or teachers:
· They have their own interpretation of the Scripture.  They alone, understand it in its fullness and depth.  They have discovered the key to unlocking its hidden meaning.  It is their own interpretation.  
· They have received or been given [they say] “new revelation.”  They have stuff that others have never had: Here are some of notable false prophets: 

There will also be false teachers among you:  False prophets think they have insight into the Scripture that no one else has ever had, and they offer to give it to you.   “Regular Christians do not know this stuff.”  “They are stuck in their old “hum drum” teachings that they have received in Sunday School and church all their lives.”  “They lack imagination and perception and just blindly follow what the church has always taught.”  How boring and non imaginative is “orthodoxy.”   
Joseph Smith:  "Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the last days for the restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints to stand upon Mount Zion,i which shall be the city of New Jerusalem. 3 Which city shall be built, beginning at the temple lot, which is appointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith,   [“Made by an act of human will”]
Ellen G. White:  "Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters which gave us the day and hour of Jesus coming...When God spoke the time, He poured upon us the Holy Spirit" (Vol. 1 p. 59)  [“Made by an act of human will”] 
Charles T. Russell: “In view of this strong Bible evidence concerning the Times of the Gentiles, we consider it an established truth that the final end of the kingdoms of this world, and the full establishment of the Kingdom of God, will be accomplished near the end of 1915. (p. 101, emp. in orig.).”  [“one's own interpretation”]
Harold Camping:  [transcribed from open Forum TV program]
“God has assigned Satan the task of ruling in all the churches in the world.”
“God has written the Bible in very complicated language to hide information.”
“We have been able to discover exactly where we are in God’s timetable.”

“In a little less than three years we will come to the very end of time.”

“God is finished using the churches to bring the gospel”  [“one's own interpretation”]
They…will secretly introduce destructive heresies:  This describes the use of deception or craft.  It has to sound plausible.  It needs to appeal.  What better way then to play beautiful hymns and read the Scripture on Family Radio while inserting the poison into the hearts of believers.    False teachers do this while…. 
Denying the Master who bought them: Two key things are involved in this description of false teachers: 
· They do not embrace Christ as their Master.   The word “deny” means “say no to.”   We are owned by Christ and are therefore His property.    Master is the word we get “despot” from and it describes a slave owner.  The word “Lord” has other meanings, like ruler of a house or community, but despot describes  a slave owner.   False teachers who do not yield to the teachings and commands of Christ deny their master.  How dare they or anyone put words in the mouth of Christ or claim to know what He intended when He spoke.  Is Christ unable to speak for Himself in His Holy and Perfect Word? 
· They cannot acknowledge that they are bought.  They deny His sovereignty over them because they consider themselves independent.  Being a Christian is to be bought and owned by Christ Jesus and that has awesome implications every day that you live.  Everything we do and say is for His purposes and not our own. 
1 Corinthians 6:20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned:  We really do not have the right to do anything we want to with our own body.  They are not given to us for our use.  They are part of God’s image in the world.  We are image bearers, in body and in spirit.  Have you noticed how the world loves a scandal in the church.   
When the churches teachers are upright and moral the world takes no notice of Christ.  Do not fall for this idea that it is up to us to make Christ look good.  We will never make Christ look good.  BUT,  when men who teach and shepherd the church live for what they desire instead of what Christ desires, the way of truth is maligned.  We see it happen time and time again.  
In their greed they will exploit you with false words: False teachers exploit the people they are supposed to care sacrificially for.  The word “exploit” means to “traffic in.”    Here is the idea; They use the people they are supposed to serve to get what they want.  They traffic in people.  People are only good for what they can do for them.   I once heard a pastor describe the people in his church as “giving units.”    
“False”  is the word we originally got plastic from.  It means bogus.  It looks like or in this case sounds like something it is not.  Their words are crafted, fabricated, calculated to achieve the effect they desire and are not intended to achieve what God desires.  They are diplomats and politicians and not bold proclaimers of the Cross and the truth of Christ.  Ultimately it is shameless exploitation of Christ’s Bride.  And misusing God’s bride is a serious offense.  It is not just a little wrong doctrine.  
Their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep:  Simply put,  The judgment that is heading their way is already active and not asleep.  God is going to judge those who exploit His church sooner rather than later.  
The Verdict of History [4-9]
2 Peter 2:4-9  4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment;  5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;  6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter;  7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men  8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),  9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,  

False teachers think that judgment deferred is judgment denied.  If they seemingly get away with it for awhile that they will continue to get away with it.  To dispel this notion God uses several examples from History: 
Angels who sinned:  We are not totally certain who these angels are.  Clearly there are many fallen angels on the loose today.  God calls them evil spirits or demons.  There is however a select group that was so contemptuous of God and so high handed in their sinning that God bound them in hell until the final judgment. Apparently, they crossed a line that even Satan and the other fallen legions did not cross.  
Jude 1:6 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day-
The Ancient world:  This was a world in which anything and everything that popped into the mind of men was OK with them.  God described it this way.  

Genesis 6:5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
The flood destroyed it utterly.  They had not notion of judgment.  They did not believe anything God had to say to them through Noah.  

Sodom and Gomorrah:  Everyday that went by without the destruction of God made them believe that nothing was coming their way.   Men are like that.  False teachers think they can get away with it.  God says they will not, because, contrary to the imaginations of men…
The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation:  “Righteous” is clearly a relative term here.  Lot was not righteous compared to God, but was compared to those who had no conscience, no sense of guilt and lived in utter contempt of God and His holiness.  In the same way as He judged the wicked, God also spared this man.  God does either one just as easily.  Jesus taught us to pray for this rescue when we pray, “lead us not into temptation.”  In other words, “Lord,  keep us from temptation and deliver us from the Evil One who is Satan.  Do you pray this very much.  We should probably do it everyday.  
To keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment:  As surely as God defends His redeemed slaves, He preserves the wicked for judgment.   Maybe your are like me in this;  It really annoys to see the wicked getting away with one thing after another.  Why doesn’t God stop them.  Why do they seem to have a ticket to ride, a free pass to sin?  It is almost as if they are protected in it.  Yes,  my friend they are.  God protects the righteous from destruction and protects the wicked for it.  “Keep” means to protect or guard.  Every wicked, godless deed and word will be accounted for.  The more they get away with the more they will account for.  

Dear ones,  do not ever complain that God does not let you get away with some of the stuff that the wicked get away with.  When they “get away with it” that is guaranteeing a greater judgment in the end.     

CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:   False teachers are exposed, not by their words, but by their relationship to Christ.  They do not embrace Him as their Master.  They cannot and will not submit to Him as ruler of their lives.  If Christ is their master they would be faithful to what He has already taught, by  feeding Christ’s flock the Manna of the Word of God and leading them to the waters of complete dependence on Him. 
False teachers say they believe, but their teachings have a human origin.   If they do use the Bible it is to give you their opinion of it…their “own private interpretation.”    They seek to deceive by appealing to your pride. It is fun to think we know something that others do not know.  Beware of those who always have something new.  There is nothing new about Christ and His Word.  If it is a new teaching it is probably wrong.  Jude put it this way: 
Jude 1:3-4  3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.  4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
How are we to recognize a false teacher?  The Scripture gives you the answer: 

· Does this teaching come from the Scripture?  God has spoken in His Word.  His True Shepherds feed His True Sheep with His True Words.  They can and do let the Bible speak for itself.  Christ has appointed preachers and teachers in His church but they are to proclaim verbally what Christ has told them to say.  What He says, Everything He says and nothing that He does not say.  
· Is Christ the center of all teaching and devotion?  Is Christ the most important thing or is it their organization or their ego?  Does your teacher consider you a resource for his use or a precious responsibility to be cared for. This is the charge given to all true shepherds.

Acts 20:27-30  27 "For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.  28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;  30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them..  
· Who or what is central to all that is said, done and taught?  Is Christ always the Master.  Do we live and breath to serve Him and exalt Him and worship Him and point all men to Him?  Any thing less is denying “saying no” to our Master who bought us.  

Ask for a verdict:  Now, my friend;  These are the marks of a true teacher and disciple of Christ.   But what about you?  Are you fully submitted to the Word of the Living God or do you reserve the right to decide for yourself?  Is your will broken before you ever open the Scripture?  
· Will you say Yes to the authority of the Scripture to instruct you?

· Will you say Yes to the Lordship of Christ to rule you?

· Will you say Yes to the Ownership of Christ who bought you?
True teachers of the Word need true students of the Word.  May truth takes root in the soil of our submission to you Lord.  You are our Master…..  
Psalm 86:10-13  10 ….You are great and do wondrous deeds; You alone are God.  11 Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.  12 I will give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And will glorify Your name forever.  13 For Your lovingkindness toward me is great, And You have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
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