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Introduction:   Take your Bibles and lets read: 

2 Peter 1:16-21  16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased "--  18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

I recently heard that our government had created a substantial number of new jobs.  A claim I thought curious, given the fact that the unemployment rate had actually gone up that week.  What I discovered was this: The government had predicted that those jobs would be lost, but stepped in with money to keep them….thus “creating” [in their minds] new jobs. The reality is this:  Several hundred thousand people lost their jobs during that period of time, but the government claimed to have created new jobs.    

A Jehovah’s witness in my yard once told me that it really hurt her feelings when I told people that the JW’s do not believe in Jesus.  She claimed that they clearly do believe in Jesus.  I replied with this Scripture and two questions;  

John 1:1-3, 12  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being……12and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us….
“Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Eternal God who created all things?” I asked.   She said NO!

When I asked her: “Do you believe that Jesus is the only remedy for sin and the only way of Salvation?  That He is one with the Father?  Again she answered,  NO!  But, Jesus said the following: 

John 10:28-30  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one."
I was explaining the Jehovah Witness position on Jesus Christ for her and she agreed that I understood it.   She of course, did not wish that to be done.  Why?  Because, they were spinning the tale that they did, in fact,  “believe” in Jesus Christ. 
You see, when a politician or a religionist sets out to make you believe a myth, they use “cleverly, devised tales.”   They believe in Jesus.   But, not The Jesus who is God The Sole Savior of men..  

This “tale telling” was NOT the way of the Apostles who wrote the New Testament for the church.  They did not sit around in an ivory tower and devise myths to explain away what God clearly said.  They had read the OT Scriptures and were eyewitnesses of Christ’s majestic fulfillment of them.  
2 Peter 1:16-21  16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased "--  18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.  20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Christ has commissioned us to be HIS witnesses.  We are not witnesses to doctrine, no matter how sound.  Doctrine is the teaching of Scripture. It is a tool in the hands of God the Spirit.  He uses it to turn you and me into HIS witnesses.   How does God makes witnesses of ordinary men and women like us.  How does God uses the Scripture in that process.  How does the Holy Spirit confirms the truth of Scripture in our lives.  And possibly most amazing of all,  How did God write An Infallible Bible using fallible men.  

You cannot grow without knowledge of the Bible, but knowledge of the Bible alone cannot make you grow.
Let me ask you now…”What makes a witness credible?”  Why should anyone believe Peter and the other apostles?  
· They personally had nothing to gain and everything to loose by insisting on what they saw and experienced with Jesus.  There was no fame, no glory, no prestige and no money.  Rejection awaited them if they insisted that their testimony was true. But, the Holy Spirit transformed their perception of everything.  Christ Jesus became their priceless treasure and nothing could persuade them to be silent..  Only John was not killed by their persecutors.  They would not go back on their testimony of who Christ was and how He had fulfilled the written Word of God.  The Same Holy Spirit is at work in the same way today in you.  
Acts 1:8  you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."

Peter has hidden nothing and he has created no myths.  He saw what He saw and was willing to lay down his life for it when the Spirit had empowered Him.  
Peter knew Jesus Christ.  You may be thinking, but Peter was with Him.  He talked to Him and was taught by Him.  Yes, but Peter never really knew Christ until the Holy Spirit was unleashed in His Life.  Jesus Christ is known today in precisely the same way that Peter knew Him then.  This is because we too have the Holy Spirit just as Peter did.  

Matthew 16:16-17  16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17 And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.
John 16:12-13  12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  
The preaching of the Word of God in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit makes Christ’s children: 
· Confident of what we have seen and heard  [16-18]

· Confident that Christ Jesus was the fulfillment of the Prophetic Word [19]
· Confident that Scripture originates in The Mind of God and not men. [20-21] 

Confident of what we have seen and heard  [16-18]
2 Peter 1:16-18   16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased "--  18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.
We did not follow cleverly devised tales:  There was none of that in the Scripture.  It is the written testimony of the eyewitnesses.  But, it is more than that.  It is the Word of the Living God.  It is breathed out by the Spirit, who is fully God Himself.  
1 Corinthians 2:3-4  3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  4 and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
1 Corinthians 2:11-13   11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.  12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

The power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:   “Power” speaks of ability and enabling and “coming” is the blessed reality of Christ’s appearing in the world.  When He appeared men beheld His Glory.  [John 1:12]
We were eyewitnesses of His majesty:  Tragically The Church has ceased to be in awe of her Savior. She has loved her salvation more than she has loved her Savior.  She is in awe of God’s blessings, but not in awe of His Beauty.  She has become like a wife who stays with her husband, not because she loves and adores him, but because he gives her things. The Apostles looked at the cross, but the Holy Spirit made them overwhelmed by the Love of Christ poured out there.  It is still not about doctrine or institutions.  Who is Christ to you?  Have you ever been driven to your knees by His mercy and love for you?  When we can say with the hymn writer, “no one ever cared for me like Jesus” then you too are a witness.
He received honor and glory from God the Father:  God is on record about His Glory.  He does not share.  
Isaiah 42:8   8 "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another  But the Father freely glorified Christ.  He gave Jesus honor and glory before the eyes and ears of men. 
So what is The Father doing when He says from heaven: 
"This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased:"  What kind of man is given glory and honor by God?  A man who is God. [remember…God does not share] He is equal to God.  He is God. One with God.   He is “The Son of The Living God.”  

John 8:54   54 Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God';

John 17:5   5 "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

Confident that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Prophetic Word [19]

2 Peter 1:19  19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.

Peter says,  “we know what we saw and heard.”  We know that God Himself revealed His Son to us through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Peter remembered his confident boasting followed by his denial of Christ. He remembered not believing the resurrection.  He remembered being tenderly forgiven, restored and loved by his Risen Lord. He remembered so many, many things.  
And then there was that day on the mount of Olives when Jesus returned to the Father.  There was that final promise and then its awesome reality.  The Spirit fell upon the church just as Jesus had said.  With Him came the power to believe.  The boldness to testify and the expectation that men will believe because of the Holy Spirit empowered Word of God.  

We have the prophetic word made more sure:  John the Baptist, Jesus, Peter and Paul were all preachers of the Word.  

Luke 3:4  4 as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.

Luke 24:25-27  25 And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  26 "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?"  27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

John 5:37-40  37 "And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.  38 "You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.

The Old Testament testifies to Christ.  John the Baptist preached from the prophets.  Jesus used THE BIBLE to reveal Himself to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  This is what Peter means when He says,  “We have the prophetic word made more sure.”  Jesus Christ confirmed everything that the Prophets ever said.  He was the fulfillment of the entire law and all the prophets.  
Matthew 5:17-18   17 "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

To which you do well to pay attention:  I am amazed that people wish to emphasize the work of the Holy Spirit by diminishing the importance of the Word of God.  The power of the Holy Spirit is unleashed in the world today just as it has always been…through the preaching of the Word of God.  When John the Baptist wanted men to repent, he preached the Word.  When Jesus wanted to reveal Himself to men, He preached the Word.  When Paul wanted men to be saved He preached the Word.  Why?  Why is the Word of God central?  Why is it not possible for the Spirit to be powerful apart from the Word of God?  
As to a lamp shining in a dark place:   The Word dispels the spiritual darkness of this fallen world.   

Psalm 119:103-105  103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  104 From Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. Nun.  105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.
The Holy Spirit uses The Word to dispel  the darkness by revealing Christ in His Glory.
John 8:12   12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

John 9:5   5 "While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world."  
They Holy Spirit transforms Christ’s children by changing us into His image.  In as much as that occurs we too become the light of the world. 
Matthew 5:14  14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;

2 Corinthians 4:5-7  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;

Until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts:  Yes there is a day coming.  In that day we will see Christ in His Full Glory.  We perceive Him somewhat dimly today and He is still gloriously exalted.  

1 John 3:2  now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 
John had more than an inkling, having seen Christ Jesus several times in His Glory while transported by the Holy Spirit into the future to see the closing of history.  

Revelation 1:12-15   12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.  14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.  15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.

Revelation 21:22-25  22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.  25 In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed;

Confident that Scripture originates in The Mind of God and not men. [20-21] 

2 Peter 1:20-21  20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,  21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

No prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation:  The Word of God comes from God.  Furthermore, it has meaning.  Have you ever heard someone say, “you can get the Bible to say anything you want it to?”  Well, here is God’s answer to that.  “No, you cannot.”  The Word of God has meaning and it is not in the mind of men.  It is in the mind of God.  Does this mean that we do not have to study it, parse it, and struggle to understand it?  No.  It means that it has a meaning and the meaning is from God and not ever from men. 
No prophecy was ever made by an act of human will:  This is an expansion on the previous thought.  Not only is the meaning of God, but the origin of the prophecy is also from God.  
But men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God:   The word “moved” means carried along.  It describes how the Holy Spirit used the writers of Scripture to produce His Word.  Imperfect and finite men were the instruments in the hand of God to write a perfect and infinite Word.  

This is the origin of the Word of God.  It is poured forth from the very inner being of God.  It is breathed out by Him.  God and His Word are inseparable.  Jesus is the Word and so is the Scripture.  It is the Holy Spirit who carries out this miracle of writing and then empowering.  Apart from dependence upon the Holy Spirit the Word is dead orthodoxy at best and used by cults and liars to promote Satan’s agenda at worse. 
Conclusion: 

Because of the Holy Spirit’s work of revealing Christ to God’s Children, we are confident of our witness.  We are declaring that Christ is the King of Creation.  We testify that He is full of mercy and has loved us when we were still sinners.  

1 Peter 1:8-12  though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.  10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.
What we know about Christ by the Work of the Spirit confirms the truth of the Scripture.  What God’s Word says about Christ, the Holy Spirit confirms to His Children.  How do you know that the Bible is the Word of God?  How do you know that Jesus is the Son of God and the only Savior of men?  Well it is not through your mind alone.  O yes, we use our minds, but it is the Work of the Holy Spirit to reveal Christ.  He does it through the Word, read, preached and understood, but He does it nevertheless.  

Romans 8:15-16  15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 

Galatians 4:6  6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"   

Finally, The Scripture is a work of the Spirit, but it bears the marks of men.  Paul writes with a characteristic style.  Peter and John both bring their personalities and experiences to the pages of their letters….and yet all were carried along by the Spirit to accomplish precisely what God desires.  The Spirit exalts Christ in the world.  This is why we preach the Bible rather than read the papers in church.  This is why God said, 

1 Corinthians 1:21-25   21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.   

I used to wonder when the Gideons came around if just giving out these little Bibles would really do any good.  After all, who is going to actually read them and if they do, will they read the right part and if they read the right part will they really understand any thing they have read. AND…why should anyone ever believe it?   BUT…The Word of God is alive and is unleashed in the world by the Power of the Holy Spirit and not by mere human means.  Jesus is the living Word the Bible the written Word.  This is why it is still preached, read, translated and distributed in its exact perfect form and text after 2000 years.  It is powerful to save.  Believe that my friends.  Give it away. Quote it to those who will listen.  Bring people to hear it preached, regardless of what they say they believe or do not believe.  The results are in the hands of God and not men.  You too can be bold because….
Hebrews 4:12-13   12 ….. the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
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