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1 Peter 5:12   I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

With these few Words, God reveals the primary purpose of I Peter.  We are to Stand in Grace.  It was not something that we only experienced on the day of our salvation.  It is the foundational attribute of God for us.  What is often missed is that we are to live and carry out our daily lives, in and by Grace.   
Grace is most simply understood to be the undeserved favor of God.  Most Christians will acknowledge that we were undeserving of Christ’s Sacrifice on the Cross.  But,  once we begin to experiencing the transforming power of God in our lives, a curious thing takes place. We compare ourselves to the world Christ saved us from.  Hatred, murder, drunkenness, unimaginable brutality and immorality…the list is endless.  Suddenly, we look pretty good in our own eyes.  This is when we begin to imagine that grace is for the undeserving, but we are really different now.  But Scripture tells a different story.  God calls us to compare ourselves to Him. 
 2 Corinthians 10:12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.

2 Corinthians 10:17  17 But HE WHO BOASTS IS TO BOAST IN THE LORD.   

Your life as a believer is to be lived in the light of Christ. This is why we continue to preach Christ. He is the gold standard of righteousness. You are to compare yourself to Him.  How are you doing?  Not so good???  Then you need to “stand in grace.”

The instructions of Scripture are the “combination” to the lock.  By them we enter the life of Grace that God has prepared for us.  Satan works vigorously to prevent this.  The devil actually loves religion, morality and self-righteousness.  In fact, he loves all things that men do without  Grace, because eternal life and blessing flows to you through the undeserved love and sacrifice of Christ which we call GRACE.  Mark this down: 
As long as you are strong in yourself…you are prey to Satan.  It is 
when you are weak that you are safest.
It is not with a life of legalism and religious ritual.  The True Grace of God is lived out in our daily life  
1 Peter 5:8-11   8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.  10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Christians often think this means you should try harder to be a better Christian. Comparing ourselves to this world will lead to this error.   When Jesus was asked what the greatest thing that any man could do, he answered this way: 

Mark 12:29-30  'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD;  30 AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.' 

The people of Jesus day were steeped in religion, works and divine law.  They were the recipients of the rituals of the temple and the Scripture of the Old Testament.  They were the chosen people, but all to no avail.  They did not have a heart for God and because of that they were helpless prey to Satan. 
Romans 2:28-29  28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

Is it important to not neglect the Bible,  or church attendance, or fellowship, hospitality and prayer.  These are “means” God has chosen to strengthen your heart to love Him.   Ask yourself this question.  Your spiritual well being depends on your answer: 

“Do I really want to love my Lord Jesus with all my heart and soul and mind and strength or do I just want to stay on God’s good side and eventually get to heaven?”
Satan loves it when we chose not to pursue love for Christ.  He is gleeful when we neglect our hearts and just go through the motions.  When Christianity becomes a hobby that we do in our spare time, we let everything else in life compete for the affections and worship of Jesus Christ.  Satan has us then, and will come against us mercilessly, day and night until we actually resist him in the precise way God has prescribed.  The best medicine in the world does no good unless you take it.  Here then is the diagnosis and prescription for your struggle against Satan. It has to do with your heart and it will be won or lost there.  
· The Attitude of your Heart

· The Adversary of your Heart

· The Afflictions of your Heart

· The Assurance of your Heart

The Attitude of your Heart

1 Peter 5:8   8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.

Be of sober spirit:  I know people who have never touched a drop of alcohol in their lives who are not sober.  It is a serious error to equate this command to “not drinking.”  It is absolutely true that you cannot be “sober” if you are under the influence of alcohol or other drugs, but simply staying away from these substances will not…I repeat…will not make you “sober” before God.  
This word means: to be serious yet calm.  It means not to allow anything to keep you from taking this threat seriously.  If you take a holiday from dependence on Christ…Satan will be right there. A lot of believers are LUI…Living under the Influence. 
Be on the alert: When you put these two words together they describe a watchman on the wall.  He always expects the enemy.  He never imagines that they are asleep or not plotting to attack.  He is watchful, awake and never ever under the influence. 

Here is the key element in your defense against the enemy.  It is not something you do, but something that you are.  The danger is to your heart.  Religious activities cannot be substituted for a heart that loves Christ. God is saying to tend to your heart and make certain that it never fails to recognize that danger.  
HOW DO WE DO THAT?  How are Christians to make sure that they are seriously alert to the threats they face?  Being under the preaching of the Cross and in the Bible play a crucial role. You must know how serious the threat is and not imagine that Satan is powerless to hurt you once you come to Christ?  Consider these threats from Satan: 
· If you have been angry at someone and cannot let it go then Satan has power in your life.  Everyone tries to justify their anger by saying that it is righteous indignation and therefore not sin.  Very well.  God still says to let it go by the end of the day.  If you have not done that then you are giving the Devil an opportunity and he will take it. 

Ephesians 4:26-27  26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger,  27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.

· If you have not seriously learned what  the Scripture say about your Christian life you have not put on the armor of God and are vulnerable to Satan’s schemes. 

Ephesians 6:11   11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.
· If you know very little truth about God and Jesus Christ from the Scripture you are a sitting duck.  Satan sets snares for the feet of those who do not know God and His Word.  Many believers have been led into false cults and religions because they simply did not know the Truth about God and Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 2:24-26  24 The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,  25 with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  26 and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
· If you pay little or no attention to the needs of your spouse you are in danger from Satan as well. 

1 Corinthians 7:4-5  4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.  5 Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

So…”BE SOBER and ALERT” means to take these threats seriously.  Satan likes nothing better than a church that is so smug and confident in their doctrine and behavior that they cannot even imagine his presence in their midst.  They think he hit the road when they came to Christ.  Take the “Attitude of your Heart,” seriously Christian! 
The Adversary of your Heart

1 Peter 5:8  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

Your adversary, the devil:   Your adversary is a powerful spirit being.  He was created by God, but through pride became unspeakably evil and arrogant.  
Ezekiel 28:12-19  'Thus says the Lord GOD, "You had the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  13 "You were in Eden, the garden of God; ……14 "You were the anointed cherub who covers, And I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.  15 "You were blameless in your ways From the day you were created Until unrighteousness was found in you……17 "Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, That they may see you.” 

Because of pride and the evil it produces, he will not play by any rules of decency that you or anyone else can imagine.  The word “adversary” is sometimes used to describe an opponent in a law suit.  This is perhaps the origin of  the term “shark” to describe a vicious lawyer.  Satan accuses us day and night before the Father of violating the law of God.   This only comes to an end during the tribulation.

Revelation 12:10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.  

For now you are totally dependent upon the love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ for you.  If you hope in anything else you have not entered into the “true grace of God.”  Hope in Christ alone. 

1 John 2:1-2  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
Prowls around:  Literally walks around, but in this context “prowls” is good.  He is on the prowl for prey.  

Like a roaring lion:  Lions roar to paralyze their prey so that they can pounce.  Much of what you fear in your life is the roaring of your arch enemy.  “What will people think of me?  What will happen if I lose my job?  I fear death.  I fear life.  What will happen if we get the wrong president or if we go to war with Iran?”  You need to stop this right now!  Because God is about to assure you that you can and must and are able…yes I said you are able to resist Satan’s constant roarings in your ear.  

Remember the context of this verse.  We are aliens in this world, but citizens of heaven.  We live behind enemy lines and are not at home here.  That is why the enemy seems always so present and alarming….because he is.  We are to humble ourselves under God’s almighty hand.  This means we see our lives as God sees them.  Under Him and His protection.  We cast our cares on Him because we Trust His care for us.   

Seeking someone to devour:  He is constantly seeking someone to devour.  There is no definitive solution to this problem.  Just like there is no way to make worry go away…there is only the power to live in humility with it.  We cast it upon the Savior of the Cross who loved us and gave Himself up for us.  
Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-- how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

We must take the adversary of our heart seriously, but you and I have protection from him in Christ Jesus alone.  If you trust in yourself and your righteousness or live in ignorance of His schemes you do so at your own peril.  Flee to Christ.  Abide in the Savior.  This is how to resist  “The Adversary of your Heart”
The Afflictions of your Heart

1 Peter 5:9   9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

Resist him: This means simply “to oppose.”  What do we have in ourselves that might put Satan to flight?  Do we have an arsenal of weapons that we can wield against him successfully.  I have often heard it said that we do.  We have the armor of God.  We have the Bible. If we practice the disciplines of church attendance and Bible reading and witnessing we can fend off Satan with these things.  But what kind of adversary do we really have in Satan?  What is the attitude of His heart?   Isaiah tells us. 
Isaiah 14:12-14   12 "How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!  13 "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  14 'I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'

If Satan is not impressed with the holiness and Sovereignty of the throne of God Himself, do you really think anything you do is going to keep him at bay?  Don’t fall for this!  No works that you do are going to affect Satan.  This is a bold statement so I want to say once more, as precisely as I can that, “You cannot resist Satan with any work of yours.  That is simply impossible!”  What can we do then 
Firm in Faith:  Here is the key to the matter.  Sadly, “Faith” has come to mean the things we do for God.  We profess Christ.  We testify for Christ.  We stand against sin.  We pray. We go to church faithfully. We read and study the Scripture.  If we do these things strongly then we are strong in the faith…or so we think.  BUT…Is true faith really what we do for God?  In fact,  is there anything that man can do for God. In Athens Paul said this… 
Acts 17:24-25  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;
If “strong faith” does not mean what we so commonly imagine then what is it really? 

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
I always felt guilty because I didn’t have a clue what this verse meant.  This verse is actually the same thing stated two different ways. 
· The assurance of things hoped for

· The conviction of things not seen

“Assurance” means certainty.  It does not mean “some assuring words about what we hope.”  Here is another verse where it is used in Hebrews. 

Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. 

God’s nature is His “substance” or “reality” of His being.  Biblical faith is the reality of God.  Faith puts no confidence in anything we do.  

“Hoped for” describes waiting confidently.  When You say, “I hope I will be able to get time off work,”  we are expressing uncertainty about the outcome of our request for vacation time.  In the Bible, hope means certainty.  A skydiver hopes in His equipment.  There isn’t anything else that is going to save him so when he jumps he is certain that his equipment will work. 

Faith is confident certainty of God’s love and care.  

QUESTION: How are we going to possess this kind of faith?  How do you make yourself believe harder or more sincerely?  Do you memorize more promises?  Do you pray more sincerely for faith?  What will do it for us?  How can any man believe what he has only been promised and has never seen? 

ANSWER: He trusts the person who promised him!  Let me try to say this again.  A man or woman of faith trusts the Word and integrity of God.  They do not just “Believe in God.”  We are not just affirming His existence, but His character.  We believe God would never lie.  

Faith is not what we do for God…It is what God does for us!
Knowing….your brethren who are in the world: The Scripture is talking about the afflictions of our heart.  We dismiss it lightly when we think that this only applies to people suffering death and martyrdom in far away places.  The reminder is that we are undergoing trials of the heart that are common to Christ’s children everywhere.  Our solution is not to get stronger in ourselves or our religion.  The answer is to trust Christ to deliver us.  Trust God alone to deliver you from Satan the same way you trusted Christ alone to save you at the Cross. 
God has spoken of the Attitude of our heart…it is to be alert to danger and expecting attack.  He has spoken of the Adversary of our heart….he is cruel, arrogant and frightening.  He has spoken of the Afflictions of our heart….they are common to all Christians. [fear, uncertainty, anxiety guilt and despair]  All believers face them regularly.  BUT…God now gives Assurance to our heart.  
The Assurance of your Heart

1 Peter 5:10-11  10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.
After you have suffered: This is God’s doing and you can trust Him.  Satan is a toothless lion but he is roaring and terrifying us with doubts, fears.  
The God of all grace: Grace is exactly the opposite of what we think we need.  We think we need to be strong and we set about to strengthen ourselves by working hard.  But resisting Satan is like everything else in our Christian life.  It is not to the strong, but to the weak.  It is not to the self-sufficient, but to the dependent. The God of all grace has…
Called you to His eternal glory in Christ:  Your faith is your dependence upon Christ to keep His promises.  He is not a liar.  He did not die for you and then abandon you to this life and your enemy Satan.  He is right now full of mercy and love for you.  He has called you.  Christ has said that He is The Chief Shepherd…
John 10:3 "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

He is calling and leading us to Eternal Glory in Christ. How can I be so certain of this?  Because I trust the one who told me it was so.  If you can trust your eternal soul to Jesus you can trust your physical life to Him as well.  Hold back nothing!   
Conclusion:
1 Peter 5:12-14  12 …. I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! 
You have no power in yourselves to live for God.  God initiated your salvation by coming to die on the Cross.  He set His affection on you before He created anything and then brought you to faith by His own doing.  We are dependent upon His Grace.  Peter has taught us boldly…how to stand in Grace.  I am praying that you will understand and embrace this blessed reality the way Paul did.  This is how he explained it….
2 Corinthians 12:7-10  to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.         Don’t get strong to resist Satan…get weak instead!
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