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INTRODUCTION
I can still remember, although it has been nearly 20 year now.  It was a Christmas eve and we were sitting around the tree opening gifts that we had carefully picked out for one another.  Ginny’s folks was living in New York and, as was their custom they had sent a box of gifts for the grandkids and had included one for Ginny and for me.  When it came time to open mine, it turned out to be a bottle of men’s cologne.  A nice gift and it was in its regular box, but as I took the bottle out, a small note fell from the box that read, “To Al,  Hope you have a great birthday.”  Al was Ginny’s dad and they had sent me a gift that he had received from someone else.  I never told him about the note…after all, it was a new bottle of cologne and he had given it to me, and there was nothing wrong with it, and I liked it.  

Wouldn’t you just hate to have someone find out though that you had given them something that you did not buy, but received as a gift?  I knew Ginny’s Dad would feel terrible if he knew I knew, but did that diminish the value of the gift itself?  Suppose he had gone out and spent good money for it?  He would have gotten the money from his job and he had his job because of his abilities and his abilities came from God.  In the end, as much as we might try, there is really nothing we can give that we have not received.  It is just a question of degrees. 
This is never more true than when it comes to living together in the community of Christ, which we call His Church.  Today we are going to listen to God’s perspective on how we are to serve one another in His family of believers.  It is not a call to do something, but a call to be something.  God intends for us to be humble channels of His Grace to others.  You cannot give what you do not have.  But even more importantly….this is a key thought….If you have received grace you are commanded by God to pass it on to one another.  The Scripture teaches us the attitude with which we must care for one another.  Not surprisingly that attitude centers on the Cross and what Christ has done for us.  We are always to act toward one another the way Christ acted toward us.  Know it!  Embrace it!  Follow it!

1 Peter 4:10-11   10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

· Why we are to serve one another [10]

· What speakers are supposed to say [11a] 

· How we are to serve one another [11b]

I preaching this sermon so that you will know the priority that God puts on true service in His church.  Sunday Morning is not church.  Sunday Morning is worship.  You do not go to church…you are the church.  You never go to the house of God…you are the household of God.  The Bible knows nothing of “spectator Christianity.”  We are all participants because God has given us the means, instruction and strength to care for one another. 
Why We are to Serve One Another  [10]

1 Peter 4:1010 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God

Received:  This is a word that describes the taking of the gift.  In fact, the emphasis is more on the taking than on the giving much of the time.  Not that we should diminish in any way the unilateral giving of gifts, but it is not just something in escrow for you.  It is not a gift certificate…it is an actual gift given from God to you personally and you have received it.  It is in your possession right now as we speak.  This is the point my friends!  It is not theory.  We are not saying that someday when you are a better Christian or learn more or conquer some sin in your life, or have more time, you will receive your gift. You have it now.  The Bible says here that since you have it….use it.  
It is a special gift: The word “special” is supplied by the translators here.    The verse reads like this in Greek; “In the same way each of you has received a grace gift…”  The word “special” describes how our gifts are different.  That is what makes them special.  The gift is special.  The gifted one is ordinary.  Some people want desperately to be “special.”  Others use it to decline all service for Christ, saying, “I am not special.  I have nothing to offer.  I am ordinary.  AND that is exactly the point.  We are all ordinary people with extraordinary gifts. Moreover, they are gifts from the Creator of the Universe.  They are granted only to His children at the time of their redemption and placing into the Body of Christ…His Church.  You are a peasant who has been given a bar of gold.  God gave you the gift of eternal life through faith in Christ alone, but this is not that gift. 

Good stewards: A steward is one who cares for something that is not his own. He or she has been entrusted with it by its actual owner and is expected and instructed how the owner wishes it to be cared for.  So…As stewards of the Grace of God we are to use it as God has instructed it to be used.  God has instructed us to spend the gift He has given us on our brothers and sisters in the Lord.  In other words, you may not deposit this grace into your personal account so that it may accrue interest and give you a sense of power.  It is to be spent with all your heart.  Christians are called to spend this gift like there is no tomorrow, because as Peter says in verse 7…”The End of all things is Near.”  A good steward will get a return on it by putting it to work.  Jesus taught this principle when on Earth. 
Matthew 25:14-27   14 "For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them.  15 "To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey.  16 "Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents.  17 "In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more.  18 "But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.  19 "Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  20 "The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, 'Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.'  21 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  22 "Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, 'Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.'  23 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  24 "And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed.  25 'And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.'  26 "But his master answered and said to him, 'You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed.  27 'Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest.

Jesus’ sermon is given in a specific context.  He was telling men that they do not know how much time they have left.  This is also Peter’s context.  What a tragedy to have possessed great wealth and never used it for good.  God gave this wealth to spend on His other children.  

Ill:  Ginny’s folks used to occasionally send us money to buy gifts for the kids. We were always careful to tag them, “from grandma and grandpa”  even though we had bought them ourselves.  The point was we bought them with the gift they sent and they got the credit for having given them to their grandkids. 

The manifold grace of God:  This grace of God comes in a lot of shapes and forms.  It can save an illiterate and destitute child as easily as it saves a PHD.  Here it is granted in great variety for service.  Have you noticed…that we are not all the same?  It is God who made you that way and it is God who gifted you differently.  We fall into a snare when we look for people who are like us, and only want to be around people who are like us, and only want to like or love people who are… like us.  We nullify or hide the grace of God when we live like that.  God loved you when you were unlovely.  
The Corinthians evaluated others by comparing them to themselves.  Why can’t they be more like me?  

2 Corinthians 10:12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding.
Serving one another: God served you at the Cross when you were unworthy.  God saved you when you were actually His enemy. Focus on the differences of others for the purpose of seeing how your special gift might serve them in some way.  It is our differences that set us apart to God.  His Grace gifts are varied or “manifold.”
Romans 12:3-8  3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.  4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function,  5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;  7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching;  8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
All of us are given a grace gift for the purpose of serving one another.  Your gift is not for you.  God gave it to you so that you could give it away to your brothers and sisters in Christ.  When you do not do that you are not using it for its intended purpose.  This kind of service is actually not optional among Christians in the local body of believers.  We all have different measures of grace given to us.  It is not a mystery.  God is not hiding it from you.  He is revealing it plainly.  In verse eleven He begins to give some principles that will guide us. 

What speakers are supposed to say [11a] 

1 Peter 4: 11a   11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; 

Whoever speaks: Anyone who speaks is to take this very seriously.  Now we need to look at the context of this passage to understand what this is addressing.  It certainly does not mean that we can only quote the Bible when we speak.  It is also not referring to everyday speech that we use on the job or when we shop or greet one another.  Peter is explaining the dynamic that exists within the local body of believers.  Because everyone has taken a gift that has been given they are to use that to serve one anther within the household of God which is the church.  This is a more detailed explanation of how this works.  So it is a speaking gift.  There are several speaking gifts mentioned in the Bible.  The principle applies to them all.  If you want to speak for God then you better be certain that you actually are.  This is the prime directive when it comes to speaking to the church. 
James 3:1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.
Jeremiah 14:14 Then the LORD said to me, "The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name. I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.
2 Peter 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
Speaking the utterances of God:  Preachers, teachers and all those claiming to speak for God had better actually be saying what He says.  We will have to give an account…a severe account for what we said He said.  This should deter all, but those who are called, gifted and empowered to speak…but sadly it does not.  Satan has sent many, many false preachers into the world. 
2 Corinthians 11:13-15  13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.  15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.

The word “speaking” means verbal talk, but the word “utterances” has a deeper meaning.  

Utterances of God comes from the same word that John used to describe the eternal existence of Christ with the Father. 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
The Utterances of God have to do with who God is and what He means by what He says.  It encompasses all that God is and does.  It is the “LOGOS” or “THE WORD.”  As such, it is not to be used for our own purposes.  We are not to create doctrines, behaviors or traditions that we like and then misuse the Scripture to propagate them to others.  Let me give you one example: 

The Bible teaches that God is perfectly righteous and pure.  He has a holy standard that you and I have failed to meet.  We have failed to keep the ten commandments and we are guilty and condemned before the Sovereign King of the Universe.  All this is true, but if it stops here it is not the Logos or Word of God because God does not stop here.  

God also says that in our hopeless condition, He alone acted to save us.  Because His holy nature demands holiness and because there must be justice in a universe ruled by a just God…then there must be payment for our sin and wickedness.  We cannot rewind the tape and try again.  So God sent His own sinless Son to be the payment for your sin.  In that way God’s remained just.  Sin was paid for and there is justice in God’s universe.  He also revealed His great mercy and grace.  God acted to save you when you didn’t even know Him…let alone love Him.  God considered you His enemy at the time He gave up His Son for your sin. 

Both of these statement are true, but it takes both of them together to reveal the mind of God…The Logos.  If a man speaks for God he had better be certain that He speaks the very mind of God or else he will distort the truth God wishes to tell His church.   
Galatians 1:6-8  6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;  7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed!

We all are given and “have taken” a grace gift for service.  It is not for service to an organization or a ministry.  It is service of the highest order, to Christ because it is given to care for that which God cherishes most…His church…His children…His bride.   We serve because Christ has served us.  He has not called us to go to church.  He has called us to be the household of God which is the church.  
1 Timothy 3:14-15  14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long;  15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
This is a very important business.  God Himself has given you an undeserved gift to be used on His behalf to care for the rest of His Children that you know, live near and worship with.  This is called the local church.  It is His charge to you and  the basis for all we do for God. How will we ever do it?  A better question might be…how will we ever do it faithfully, diligently and competently?  
How we are to serve one another [11b]

1 Peter 4:11b  …whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Serving by the strength which God supplies:  We will do it like we do everything else in this life.  We will be strengthened by God to do what God call us to do.  Dear ones,  This is about Christ.  The church is His Church.  Men have twisted and distorted this truth and made it about themselves.  The Church is to reveal God and Christ in this sick and hopeless world. Christ has commanded that we reveal Him this way.  We cannot just change what He wants because we find it difficult to do.  Churches that will not love one another nullify their doctrine.  Congregations that will not sacrifice for one another are mute in the world. 

John 13:34-35   34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

Peter wanted to do this on his own and says this in the next verse: 

John 13:36-38   36 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, where are You going?" Jesus answered, "Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but you will follow later."  37 Peter said to Him, "Lord, why can I not follow You right now? I will lay down my life for You."  38 Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, a rooster will not crow until you deny Me three times. 

This is the same Peter….who writes to us this morning.  Peter had learned that there are two ways that a man or woman can lay down their life for Christ.  They could die.  Some have done that down through the ages…or they can live…They can lay down their entire life for Christ.  We are among those in that second category.  We want to live for ourselves, but Christ says we cannot follow Him if we do that.  

Matthew 16:25-26   25 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  26 "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 
Instead He calls you to serve Him…not by doing religions things in an organization but by lovingly serving  what He prizes most…His children…His Church….His Chosen.   
In all things God may be glorified:  God says this makes Him known to the world.  What a surprise.  God who is so gloriously large and full of majesty.  The earth trembles before Him.  The mountains shake.  God could speak the world back into nothing just as surely as He brought it forth.  God who has every option open to Himself chooses to be born in a feeding trough to a 16 year old child.  He is hated from birth.  He is on the run throughout his early childhood.  His own people reject Him.  His own religion kills Him. His own father forsakes Him on the Cross…yet He loves the ones who nailed Him there.  He prays for them in His final moments.  He loved the world.  

This is how God Glorified Himself through Jesus Christ on the Cross.  There is much talk about giving glory to Christ.  Let me just say that it is vain babbling if we do not love one another, live for one another and serve one another in the family of God.  This is how God has chosen to get glory for Himself.  Are we to change that and make it something else?  Will God just let us design our own way to give Him glory?  Of course not!   
Through Jesus Christ:  God is revealed in this world through Jesus Christ.  We are His followers and we are empowered by Him to be what He is and do what He commands.  O, yes we will do it imperfectly, but we will not do it at all until we see its urgency. It is God’s way to reveal Himself and to make Himself Glorious in the world.  
CONCLUSION

The world has no idea how much God loves them!  Is this true?  Do you agree with that statement?  The world has no idea how much God loves them.  So will they see a church that is so in love with and submissive to Christ that they will treat one another with grace, mercy, compassion, service, humility, sacrifice, generosity, tenderness, gentleness, forgiveness and love, because that is the stewardship or charge that God has given them?  

Decide to love one another by serving one another.  I want you to rid your mind of all categories of service and ask yourself this simple question.  “What can I do today or tomorrow to show Christ’s grace to _____, [you supply the name]  That is your service for Christ.  I am not stretching this one iota.  
Matthew 25:42-45  42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink;  43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.'  44 "Then they themselves also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?'  45 "Then He will answer them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.'

Do you think Christ’s love for you ended at the Cross?  Does He no longer care that you are loved, cared for, fed emotionally and given tender compassion and peace?  He does care and He has commissioned us to give it to one another in His name.  He says categorically that it gives Him Glory when it happens.  You may believe that you have nothing to give Christ, but you would be wrong.  The Holy Spirit was sent into the world to empower you to give glory to Christ.  This is why the fruit The Spirit produces in your yielded life sounds like the recipe for the perfect church.  

Galatians 5:22-23   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control;

This is not a shopping list of things that we can do to impress God.  It is the list of things God does through you to express His love for His children and reveal Himself in the world.  
Glory and Dominion forever and ever:  Our passage ends with this simple yet profound call for the Glory and Rule of God to endure forever.  To this I can only add Paul’s prayer for the church at Ephesus.  Let this be your prayer and determine today to not let another week go by without giving glory to Christ by sharing the grace you have received with another brother or sister in Christ’s church. 
Ephesians 3:20-21   20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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