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If you thought when you left church this morning that this would be the last time you would see any of the people here, would that have an effect on what you would say to them?   If you even stopped to think for a moment that your husband, wife or child might not return home that night would you consider letting them leave the house angry or hurt?  What I mean is this…If you really believed that you had very limited time left with people you know and love…what would you say, how would you act, what would you do. Perhaps we should ask ourselves…”What should we do?”  

This question is answered by God in I Peter 4:7.  We tend to ignore such thoughts for a couple of reasons.  “Who knows when the end is really coming…I mean…people have been saying this forever right?”  And…we personally don’t like to think about such things very seriously….but the Scripture has an annoying habit of arousing us from the trance the world lulls us into.  This creation and especially this life are very temporary.  Time gets away from you fast.  Men always imagine that there will be another day to do the right thing or to stop doing the wrong one.  One more day to do good to people you love or to say something really important to them.  
James 5:8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 

Whatever you think about how much longer the world will go on…let me suggest this.  Our own lives are limited in time. 
Romans 13:11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.
Jonathan Edwards as a young man resolved not to let this precious life slip away from him. He wrote a series of resolutions about how he intended to live his life before God. 
· “ Resolved, that I will live so, as I shall wish I had done, when I come to die.”

· “ Resolved, to live with all my might, while I do live.”

· “ Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do, if it were the last hour of my life.”

A man’s last words are always considered of monumental importance.  What about a man or woman’s last actions?  What do you think Scripture might tell you to do if you were running out of time?  Our passage today gives three things that God thinks are THAT important.   
· Have Sound Judgment and pray  Desire for God 
· Have Fervent Love and forgive   Desire for Reconciliation
· Show Hospitality and rejoice   Desire for Fellowship
Why am I preaching this sermon:  God wants you to realize the brevity of this life and live it chasing eternal values.  Eternal values are simply stated…”What God values.”  In God’s eyes they center around our intimacy with Him and with one another in the church.  We cannot have one without the other.  If you desire intimacy with God you may not have it at the expense of intimacy with His other children.  If you desire intimacy with others it is simply unavailable if you do not draw near to God to receive His love and then pass it out to others.  Let’s read our passage together:
1 Peter 4:7-9   7 The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.  8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.

Have Sound Judgment and pray  Desire for God  [7]
1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.

The end of all things is near:   This pretty much means exactly what you think it means.  The problem with it is that most people…even Christians simply do not believe it.  Our attitudes on such things are clouded by visions of religious crackpots standing on a corner with a sign reading “The End is Near” or cultists that predict the month and year of the end over and over, because it never happens.  Sure…right…the end is near…uh huh.  

Not only that, but we live on a steady diet of indoctrination that asserts that the universe began billions of years ago and is still expanding.  Even casual thought makes us think that it has billions of years to go.  Why worry about it now?    

Recently the godless have taken this entire issue to a new level.  “Man himself holds the key to the destiny of this planet.  We are careening toward the edge of the environmental abyss at breakneck speed and we alone can save the planet and all that is on it.”  I recently heard a radio ad that featured a series of people responding to a call to save Mother Earth by repeating the phrase…”I believe, I believe, I believe!  Believe what exactly?  That man holds the key to the destiny of Creation! ….and that is exactly the point of this warning in Scripture.  NO… WE DON’T!  God created all things, presently sustains all things and will at a time known only to Himself end all things…accept the lives of humans which He created in His own image.
2 Peter 3:10-11   10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness…?

Sound Judgment and Sober:  Sound Judgment is a word that means “in your right mind” or ”to have an accurate evaluation of yourself.”  What do we say about a person who denies the reality of a round earth or thinks the Sun orbits it?  We would say that they were not in their right mind.  How about someone who asserts that he or she will never die…again not in their right mind.  Then what about someone who thinks the Universe in its spectacular precision is a product of a hydrogen gas explosion….and may I ask…where did the gas come from and the empty space in which it exploded?
This is a call “to be in your right mind.” Consider your life and its limitations and contemplate the world you live in and its finite nature.  You and I do not control our destiny, even though God has granted us many wonderful and blessed freedoms.  We know that because He is always telling us to choose wisely, think wisely, act wisely and live wisely.  Even our passage today is a call to make the right choices.  Nevertheless…this world and this life of ours is limited, and running out of time.  Time is your most precious asset.  It is given to you without cost, but you may spend it to buy Eternal treasure…or… you may simply squander every last penny of it on what is passing away.   How will you consider it?  With sound judgment? 
1 John 2:17   17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.  

For the purpose of prayer:  Prayer first and foremost is intimacy with God.  It is talking with God.  Nothing will strengthen your desire for God like careful and true consideration of your own mortality.  When Jesus was asked to teach men to pray, He began by showing us:  

The need to worship and adore God.  [Hollowed be your name]  
The need to submit our hearts to the one who gave us life [Your kingdom come your will be done] 
The need to be dependent on Him 100 %  of the time [give us this day our daily bread]   
Prayer is a last resort for most of us,  because, we imagine that there are always things we can do for ourselves.  A right-minded and sober evaluation of this world and this life will make you a praying person. 

You may ask, “Won’t thinking about such things make you pessimistic and depressed?” Now let me ask you a question in return.  Does not thinking about it make it less true or real?  No. So the solution is “how we think about it.”    The God of all truth wants you to know the truth about this.  Not so you can be downcast or worried.  No!  God wants you to pursue here the things that matter. The things that have eternal value. These are the things that give life value… You have an eternal future.  Why not enter into the joy of it now.  Once we see this life with sound judgment it looses its ability to bring us grief.  God wants you to focus on Him and the eternal joy, love and peace He gives now.   

Would you invest money in my business if I gave you a 100 % guarantee that you will lose every cent?  Would you deposit money for retirement in a bank that you were sure would fold?  Of course not.  This is how Jesus put the same thought….  

Mark 8:35-37   35 "For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.  36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?  37 "For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

All that you desire in this life is granted by God and not by time and effort on your part.  You may work hard, but you will never have peace and never enter into the Joy of God until you embrace this with all your heart and mind.  So…Consider life with sound judgment and trust and seek God totally for all that you desire. 

Matthew 6:32 - 7:1   32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
The knowledge of the temporal nature of this earth and our own lives will catapult you into the arms of God.  There you will seek Him in prayer…not just for your needs but because you love Him.  Sound thinking makes you want to hear His Word…the Bible.    In short order, it will change the way you feel about other Christians as well. 
Have Fervent Love and forgive   Desire for Reconciliation  [8]
1 Peter 4:8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

Above all:  Literally “before everything.”  The premier activity of a Christian is to love the brothers and sisters deeply and fervently.  God says here that it is before any other thing we are to do in the body of Christ. God is a reconciler.  Satan is an alienator.  He works day and night to plant thoughts, speak innuendo, gossip, and slander about you.  Yes…consider this brothers and sisters.  When we do this to one another…that means someone is doing it to you.  Satan instigates and empowers this alienating activity. 

Nothing you do as a believer is more important than this right here.
Keep fervent in love for one another:  “Keep on holding love and do it intently”  Sadly, this is probably the most thoroughly ignored commands in the church.  God is asking you to have intense love for one another.  
Why is it that we will not do this?  Probably because we think that “love” is just a feeling that we get when we meet someone we like.  If they are not annoying us or offending us and if they have certain qualities we might be able to love them.  BUT…We are called and commanded “to love.”  This means that we must be able to obey God because God does not require from us what is impossible.   So what is this all about. 
Love comes from God.  Men have a “kind” of love because God has shared some of His attributes with us.  We have intellect…that is a reflection of God.  We have emotion and we have desires or will.  God has granted us the ability to love, but we do not have infinite love.  In ourselves alone, we cannot love the unlovely.  That is why our relationships are a constant mess.  This is a call to Godlike love for one another.  It transcends our likes or dislikes.  Believe me when I tell you that you and I were not even likeable much less lovable when God set His love on us.  This is part of our sound judgment about our lives here.  We are to see as God sees.   In order to do this we have to desire God and what He values more than this temporal life and what it can give.  This is why God starts us off on this path by reminding us that all that seduces us here is temporary and instructing us to cherish what is eternally valuable.  God loves His children…do we?  Even if you are an abject failure at this that can change this morning. 
1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
Love covers a multitude of sins:   The word sin does not always mean some moral lapse or offense against God and the Scripture.  It only means that in context.  The word itself means “missing the mark” or “an error or mistake.”  You and I are sinned against all the time by this definition.  This person we know promised to do something and then forgot. They said something that hurt my feelings.  I had a Christian brother tell me once that he was going to pray that my daughter would die because she was such a burden for us to care for.  Has anyone ever lied about you or maybe told something that was true that you did not want told….or embarrassed you in public….or made you worry….or made you mad?  These are sins…in the sense that Scripture uses the word here.  Life is awash with such offenses.  
Instead of turning away from Christians who do such things,  God tells us to turn toward them.  More precisely we are to turn to God for the inner desire to care deeply and earnestly for one another. When you do you will truly know…Love is from God.   
Do you have a name to attach to a Christian who has offended you?  This is the person God has in mind in this verse.  It is not your best friend in church.  It is…instead… the one you secretly hope you will not see at church.  
Holy Spirit produced love blinds you to their offenses and shortcomings.  It becomes an occasion to experience, in your own life the love of Christ for you. Have you ever wondered how Christ could have loved you?  Only Christ can truly love the unlovely right???  NO?   Wrong.  All Christians who live dependent on God also love one another because love is given to us from God to lavish upon His other children.  When you have it you are free.  These offences become occasions for God to show you how Christ loves you.  This is what Paul meant when he said :

Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

This is also how Jonathan Edwards could resolve…
“… to act, in all respects, both speaking and doing, as if nobody had been so vile as I, and as if I had committed the same sins, or had the same infirmities or failings as others; and that I will let the knowledge of their failings promote nothing but shame in myself, and prove only an occasion of my confessing my own sins and misery to God” 
And I would add this:  No one has offended me as much as I have offended God  and yet He loved me and gave Himself up for me.  May we walk in Spirit produced love for God and one another.  

1 John 4:9-13   9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.
So far we know that…we should love one another with fervency.  We are to aggressively love not just love those who make us happy or do not bug us…but how are we to do this.  Love unspoken and undemonstrated is empty and useless.  The Cross was God’s demonstration of His Love…”For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son…”  What is it that a regular person like me… an average Christian, can do to proactively  demonstrate the love God gave me for my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Show Hospitality and rejoice   Desire for Fellowship  [9]
1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.
Be hospitable to one another: You have to wonder what a command like this is doing in a passage that starts by mentioning the end of all things.  I was struck by its inclusion here.  Most Christians consider this an option but I must tell you plainly that it is not so in God’s eyes.  It is included in lists of Christian virtues that are encouraged and commanded by God  Here are some of God’s commands to practice hospitality. 
1 Timothy 3:2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,
Romans 12:10-15  10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
Hebrews 13:1-3  Let love of the brethren continue.  2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.  3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.
The Word itself means “to love strangers.”   It is in no way limited to people you do not know. A stranger is someone who has no obvious standing where they are.

Example:  If you go to a foreign country you have no standing there.  You cannot vote…you cannot speak the language…you are not even able to stay there unless they extend hospitality to you. You have no designated standing there. You are a “stranger.”  

A stranger to you…and this is not a stretch…is someone who is not a part of your family. They would not come to your home and eat if you did not invite them.  They would not come there to rest if you did not want them there because they are not a part of your family.  There is another form of this word that speaks exactly to this issue.  It describes the actual act of lovingly caring for someone who does not belong in your home.  

1 Timothy 5:9-10   9 A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man,  10 having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.
Acts 10:23 So he invited them in to be his guests. The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him.

So…if you had limited time left in this life…and you do…what would God want you to do with it?  Besides “thinking clearly, praying, and loving one another deeply,”  God tells you to grant access to your life to people who do not have it….and to do it…without complaint.  Trusting God to provide the cost, the time or the energy required.  In this God is giving you  the opportunity to treat others the way Jesus Christ has treated you. That makes this of immense eternal value!! 
CONCLUSION

Why is it so important to God that we love one another, overlook one another’s faults and offenses toward us and open our hearts, wallets and homes to one another?  Why, why, why?????

Because this is exactly the way Christ has treated you.  Without this you have only a set of doctrinal beliefs to share with your brothers and sisters in Christ and with your unsaved neighbors and friends.  Why on earth should your ideas be better than anyone else’s?   Why should anyone think that among all the competing noise, the gospel of Jesus Christ should stand out like a piercing trumpet blast… clear and pure?  Is there any light that penetrates the darkness that engulfs us?  Does anyone care?  People say that God cares and that God so loved the world….but how can a person possibly know if that is true?

· Christ has welcomed you into the household of God.  

Ephesians 2:17-19  17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR;  18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
· Christ has made you a child of God and brought you into the presence of the Father saying…

Hebrews 2:13-14…. "BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME."  14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same,

· God feeds us at His table…It is a feast from which we have no right to eat.  We have been invited in to eat what God serves us.  He is gracious…we do not deserve it because we are strangers. 

Isaiah 55:1-2… Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.  2 "Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance.
God wants to be seen in His world through the Church.  It is not just a message or a sermon or a building or a program.  It is the functioning body of Christ.  It has a local appearance and reality.  If it is harsh, condemning, unloving, uncaring, disinterested, selfish, self-centered, cliquish, ...it does not reveal God.  When it is gentle, affirming, loving, caring, interested, concerned and looking for ways to serve it is exposing or perfecting the Love of God in the world. 

1 John 4:11-12  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.
The Father and the Son have opened the door of heaven and set a table in the presence of Creation.  You…a stranger…an alien….one with no standing whatsoever have been called there and ushered into their presence through the cross.  You have been seated at a lavish feast.  You have been clothed in a splendid garment like the one that the host Himself is wearing and have been told of a magnificent home which will be yours for all eternity. This is the hospitality of God.  
Few things on this Earth will reveal this side of Him like showing hospitality to one another. Value what God values and please practice here in this life what God has practiced in yours and mine.  Set your heart on Eternity while never forgetting the Cross.   

Revelation 19:5-9   5 And a voice came from the throne, saying, "Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great."  6 Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.  7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready."  8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words of God."
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