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INTRODUCTION: 

Chapter three crescendos to an end by proclaiming the surpassing sufficiency of the Cross of Christ.  Look with me!
· Christ’s death on the Cross was the one and only action that will bring men to God.  He did it exactly once and it will never be repeated in any ritual or religion.  Christ is sufficient for your sins and the only way back to God.  

1 Peter 3:18   18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God,

· The glory of Christ’s victory over sin and death was even proclaimed in hell.  All of creation would hear of it because it reveals the glorious grace of God perfectly. 

1 Peter 3:18-20  having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,  20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.

· During the flood, God place Noah and his family in the ark,  There, they alone were saved while the entire world of humanity perished.  Today, because of the resurrection of Christ, God places men and women into Christ.  There they alone are saved while the entire world of humanity perishes.  Baptism is not a water ritual here but a “placing into” which is the primary use of that word in Greek.  It is your Union with Christ that saves you and not ….NOT anything you do. 
1 Peter 3:21   21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

· Christ’s ascension and reseating at the right hand of God shows the completed nature of what He did.  

1 Peter 3:22   22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.

The Temple had no chairs for the priest because they were never done with their work,   but Jesus finished His work.  He is all you will ever need.  All your striving to get Him to accept you or love you more…all your good works…your devotion…your church attendance or service of any kind…NONE OF THIS my friend will make Him love you or accept you more. 
And your failures…let’s speak for just a moment of your failures.  All the things you knew you should have done, but did not.  All the times you did not cast your anxiety on Him or the times you stayed away from church because you really wanted to stay away from God.  How many times have you tried to pray more, read more, love more, forgive more or serve more and you did not.  NONE OF THESE FAILURES dear ones, will cause God to love you less. No matter what you have ever thought or been taught.  What I am telling you right now is Biblical.  Before I show you let me pray for you to understand.   PRAY
The Father Loves Jesus Christ with a love that is beyond human imagination.  God loved Christ: 
At His Baptism:   Matthew 3:17  7 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."

At His Transfiguration: Matthew 17:5  5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!"

Before the Foundation of the world:  John 17:24  24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.

How is it possible for God to love us when we are such poor Christians?  We struggle with weakness of every imaginable kind.  We grow up thinking we need to perform to earn love.  “Do this.”  “Don’t do that.”  “Be this way.”  “Don’t be that way.”  People who stay in church learn to play this game and to the degree that they succeed at it they become self-righteous and legalistic. In Fact:
The essence of legalism and self righteousness is the belief that anything you do or do not do, will change the way God feels about you...either before or after Salvation. 
So let me ask this question once more.  How is it possible for God to love us when we are such poor Christians?  God loves us because we are “in Christ.”   God put Noah in that ark and saved Him.  They were saved because they were in the boat and they were in the boat because of Grace. [Gen. 6:8]  We are saved because God places us in Christ.  Trust Christ alone for your salvation.  If you are trusting anything else at all…please… trust Christ alone.  But beloved…listen…I am calling you beloved because that is what God says you are.  It means “loved by God.”  We were not worthy to be saved, but we were placed in Christ.  We are not worthy to be loved, but we were placed in Christ.  When you are asked, “Who are you to think you can get into heaven?”  We point to Jesus and say…”I’m with Him.  Where He goes, I can go. What He did I did.  AND here is the answer to the question…How He is loved by God, I am loved by God.  Turn to:  

Ephesians 1:4-8  He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight   
Now let me read it once more with commentary.  Follow along:

Ephesians 1:4-8  He chose us [fallen sinners] in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love, He predestined us [weak sinners] to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us [unworthy sinners] in the Beloved.  7 In Him we [unlovable sinners] have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace  8 which He lavished on us [destitute sinners]... In all wisdom and insight…

God wants to speak to you today about how your place in Christ will change your walk in this world.  We must cease striving to please God and begin to see that the work of our transformation is His work just as surely as the work of our salvation was His work.  So with all this in mind God’s Word says this in I Peter 4.

1 Peter 4:1-6  Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.  3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  4 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you;  5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.  6 For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.
Because God placed you into a vital [living]union with Jesus Christ when you believed…

· Christ’s relationship to sin is now your relationship to sin  [1,2]
· Christ’s suffering for sin is now your suffering for sin [3,4]

· Christ’s vindication by God is now your vindication by God [5]

· Christ’s resurrection to new life is now your resurrection to new life [6]

Christ’s relationship to sin is now your relationship to sin  [1,2]

1 Peter 4:1-2  Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.
Christ has suffered in the flesh: This is what Jesus did for you.  He did not just die.  That might very well have been the easy part.  He lived a human life for you.  He left the glory of the right hand of the Father. THINK WITH ME… He is the Eternal God of Creation, having no limitations and being totally free.  He is infinitely loved and cared for and every possible good surrounds Him and is in Him every moment.  Paul describes Christ’s suffering this way…
Philippians 2:6-8  6 …. although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

The Eternal Creator, eternally altered His nature by becoming a human man.  Why did He do such a thing.  Because only a man could die for a man.  Only a human being is a fitting price for another human being.  God took your place in judgment and to do so He became just like you.  

Arm yourselves also with the same purpose: This does not mean that we can do anything even remotely like Christ did.  It means that we should purpose to know and apply this truth.  It is described as a kind of weapon.  It is a weapon we can wield against sin in our lives.  

What is it you are to embrace and apply?  You are united now with Christ. What He did you do.  What He conquered you conquer.  In the way He is loved by the Father…you also are loved by the Father.
Has ceased from sin:  This is about Christ.  Do not read into this what is not there.  Ceased means  “done with” or “released from” sin.  Christ had no sin.  The Scriptures affirm this again and again.  It can not suddenly mean that Christ quit sinning when He died.  Christ bore the guilt, punishment, shame and judgment for your sin…indeed for the sin of the world when He died.  While He lived here, sin made Him suffer. Sinful men killed Him and because of our sins He came to die in the first place.  He lived the life of a sinner without sin.  In this sense, Christ had more to do with sin then any man who ever lived.  Every grief men experience at the hands of sin… Christ experienced on  your behalf.  
Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
Hebrews 2:10   10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.

No longer for the lusts of men: This my friend is the reality of your spiritual condition.  Satan does not wish you to know it.  He does not wish you to believe it now that you know it and he will work to see that you do not apply it after you leave here today.  The truth is that when Jesus died he was delivered from the power, and penalty of sin that He voluntarily assumed for you.  When God placed you in Christ you too were delivered from the power and penalty of sin.  Listen to how Paul explained this Union with Christ to the Romans. 
Romans 6:5-14   5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,  6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;  7 for he who has died is freed from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him.  10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus [Arm yourselves with this same purpose]  12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts,  13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

For the will of God: In Christ…by union with Christ you have been set free to live for God.  You need to know this.  This does not mean you are not a sinner.  Christ died for sinners.  Christ loved sinners.  Christ bought sinners.  Christ has set sinners free.  
See if you can grasp this thought.  We are going to be fallen human beings until we are changed at the resurrection.  Until then we are going to struggle with our weaknesses, desires, pride and the like.  Accept this, God does!  

1 John 1:8-10  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

At the time of your salvation, God set you free from the power of sin to rule you.  It still buffets you.  It still tempts you.  It still wins an occasional round or two with you, but it is not your master.  Christ is your master.  When God placed you “In Christ” He made this a reality.  Sin has no power over Christ hence…it has no power over you.  This is the attitude with which Peter commands you to arm yourself.  Do you trust God when He tells you this truth?  That is called faith.  Apply this to your life.   

John 8:36  6 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.
Christ’s suffering for sin is now your suffering for sin [3,4]

1 Peter 4:3-4   3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  4 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign you;
The time already past is sufficient:  Sin is truly the cause of suffering in the world.  Jesus your Savior suffered for your sin.  You have done your share to cause the suffering of Christ.  We all have.  Before we were “In Christ” we carried out the desires of men without God.  Don’t be so shocked!!  What should we expect from men who are separated from the source of all goodness, truth and joy?  Some Christians act like they actually think people sold into slavery should be able to free themselves.  As if your neighbors, friends and family can just produce a golden key from their filthy garment and release themselves from the stranglehold of sin…from the power of sin…to rule us, to enslave us, to kill us.  Don’t be so condemning of slaves…pray for their release. 
No… we have had enough of that.  We have been set free by Christ.  Please try to internalize this truth.  You did not set yourself free.  Christ bought you at the Cross and He set you free.  God the Father then placed you into living union with Christ.  You are with Him.  What He has accomplished over sin…you too have accomplished.  His freedom is your freedom.  You have had your fill of being a slave…you and I are not returning to that dungeon…ever. 
They are surprised:  Imagine the surprise of fellow slaves when after vanishing off their radar you suddenly appear again, scrubbed and clothed in a beautiful suit.  They recognize you though.  They remembered how you sinned and how you joined into every thing.  They may remember you assertions that you did not believe in Christ.  Now…out of the blue…you show up acting like “Mr. Holier than Thou?”  
They malign you:  Christ suffered at my hand.  He went to the Cross for my penalty, for my guilt, for my punishment.  He went there to satisfy the justice and holiness of God.  
There must be justice in a universe ruled by God…don’t you agree?
But, His sufferings were not just on the cross.  He underwent, loneliness, hunger, rejection, grief, exhaustion,   We are gladly with Him in His exaltation, but we are still in this world and we are still fallen sinners, so we are also with Him in His suffering.  What happened to Christ happens to us. Christ suffered at the hands of sinners and so will we. 
Christ’s vindication by God is now your vindication by God [5]

1 Peter 4:5   5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.
They will give account to Him:  Men separated from God will give their own account to the one who judges the universe.  Remember, there is justice in the universe.  Men who shun Christ and the Cross while crying out for justice will certainly get their chance to “give an account.”  This should terrify you if you have never bowed your knee or heart before Jesus Christ.  If you have never come to Him in humility and asked Him to save you from your sins.  God is not as men imagine Him.  He is not just a guy who overlooks sin.  God has never overlooked a single sin.  Every sin is accounted for either now or at the final day.  
The Cross is not a symbol of Christ Overlooking Sin.  It is a symbol of Christ dying for sin in your place.  This is why we preach Christ as the only answer to the sin of men. Hebrews describes the fate of men who willfully shun Christ. 

Hebrews 10:26-31  26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?  30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE."  31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

BUT…

When God judged Christ He vindicated Him.  He was called a blasphemer because he claimed to be the Son of God and able to forgive sins.  He was called an illegitimate child of Mary.  He was put to death as a sinner by God’s design so that the only righteous man ever, would bear the full punishment, shame and guilt of your sin.  Beloved, Jesus willingly took the guilt and punishment of your sin. He was charged with it, convicted of it and humiliated publicly for it.  This is the depth of His love for you.  It knows no boundary.  In Christ Jesus all your sin, shame, guilt and punishment is already over because what happened to Christ Jesus happened to you.  You are united to Him. 

But, God vindicated Christ and proved Him innocent of every charge of sin.  What happened to Christ has happened to you because you are united to Him.  You are  “free from guilt” because you are in Christ. 

Romans 3:23-28   23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;  25 whom God displayed publicly [in public judgment] as a propitiation [payment] in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His [God’s] righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; [He had not judged them]  26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.  28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.  
Christ resurrection to new life is now your resurrection to new life [6]

1 Peter 4:6   6 For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God.

The gospel has for this purpose been preached:  What purpose? So that men and women might know that Jesus Christ the Holy Son of the Living God willingly became a man, suffered humiliation and degradation as a sinner although He was without sin and then died the death they deserved.  The gospel is bad and good news: It must be both.  The good news is in direct proportion to the bad.  

The Bad:

· No human being who has ever lived will escape giving an account for his or her sin.

· God is perfectly just and will assign a just punishment for every sin. 

· God will not overlook any sin of yours or anyone else.

The Good: 

· Jesus Christ took all your guilt, punishment, and shame on Himself at the Cross. 
· God accepts that offering for you sin when you come to Christ alone.  Forsake all your own righteousness.  You may bring nothing.  God accepts only Christ’s righteousness. None of ours.

· God unites those who come to Christ with Christ.  What Christ does…they do.  

Even to those who are dead: Peter reminds his readers that this good news was preached to brothers and sisters who have since died.  They often suffered death in Peter’s day at the hands of sinful men.  As such they appeared to have been…
Judged in the flesh as men: As if they had died for their sins.  But this was not the case.  They suffered unjustly at the hands of sinful men just like Christ did.  They were His dear witnesses.  They like their Savior…
Live in the spirit according to the will of God: They are free from the power of sin over them.  That is one good thing about death.  We are never told to desire death for that reason.  We are offering ourselves to God as a “living sacrifice” but God wants us to know that at death the power of sin and sinful men ceases.  We are done with it.  That is a very good thing to know as we go through this life. 
CONCLUSION:  
Our unity with Christ has bound our heart to Him.  We love Him so much that we do not think it an imposition to experience the kind of abuse and trial in this world that He experienced here for us.  We are His witnesses.  We resemble Him.  We follow Him.  What He did we did.  What He suffered we suffer.  What He conquered we have conquered.  How He is loved by God…we are loved by God.  We are with Him. 

So I ask you…Is this something that you can just ignore?  Is this something that you can think about for an hour every few weeks?  If you have never come to Christ with nothing in your hand please…come to Him.  Bring no righteousness of your own.  Bring a sinner and confess that Jesus Alone can save your eternal soul. 
If you are a believer who has grown cold toward God and the gospel…If you feel you have heard it all before and believed…if you have trouble loving Christ again…can you hear what the Spirit is saying to you today.  Your eternity…not your next ten years or even your entire life, but your eternity has been purchased for you at infinite expense.  Nothing in this world will ever satisfy you…The younger you are when you see this the better…but no matter…the truth is still the same.  Only Christ, Only the Cross, Only His Grace…Only the Love of God is worth living for.  It has infinite worth to you.  Do not trade it for something in this world.  My prayer for you is the same as Paul’s for the Ephesians…
Ephesians 3:14-21  14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,  15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,  16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,  17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.  20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us,  21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

PAGE  
9

