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If the president of the United States asked you personally to represent him in a foreign country and appointed you as Ambassador there, would you consider that a great honor?  You would live in housing provided by the United States. You would be supported financially by the United States and you would also be protected by the United States.  Nevertheless, you would be an alien.  You would live among the people, but would be totally sustained by the United States of America.  This is the life of an ambassador.  I have always thought it would be a very fascinating life!
Here is the downside:  You would also be required to communicate clearly and precisely the positions and policies of the United States to that government and people.  You could not improvise and say what you think your government means by what it says.  You speak for America.  And…there is one more thing.  You may not under any circumstances become a citizen of that country.  That would change the entire dynamic and you could no longer represent the United States of America as its Ambassador. 

The Bible describes the life of a Christian in these  same terms…

2 Corinthians 5:17-20   17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
Christians have been given the Ambassadorship to this world.  Our citizenship is in heaven which makes us aliens here.  We receive our instructions from heaven.  We have been given the charge by our Lord to communicate these instructions to this world and we are cared for,  provided for,  and protected by, our Heavenly Father. 
Now Peter takes this reality and explains to us what our lives will be like while living in this foreign country.  What kind of reactions might we expect from the citizens and governments of this world when we communicate clearly by word and deed the instructions we receive from home?  Will they be thrilled to know for instance, that the only hope they have of eternal life is in Christ Jesus?   That all of the things they try to do in this world will not help them in the slightest to be reconciled to God?  How will they receive the news that God has only provided one way back to Him and that all human effort no matter how sincere is rejected totally by the God of heaven?  Our God is making an appeal, through us, to a lost world.  Only through faith in Jesus Christ and nothing else can a man or woman be reconciled to God.  All religion, good works, education, culture, standing and affluence will be worthless currency at the gate of heaven. Faith alone in Christ alone is the only hope of men.

The Holy Scripture asserts that we cannot expect to escape the reaction of men to such news.  It actually offends man’s sense of goodness.  It offends man’s pride. So…we are on the front lines as we trust Christ alone and live for Him alone in a world that really dislikes the entire idea of God setting the agenda and making all the rules.  You may even suffer some abuse and trials in this world precisely because you faithfully represent God in this world. 

1 Peter 3:16-17  16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.  17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.

God is revealed brightly in such circumstances.  More of the goodness [that is nature and glory ] of God is seen in your life under those conditions than any other.  And that brings us to our text this morning.  These trials and “sufferings” will do more to reveal the beauty of Christ to people, than just about anything else. Jesus suffered unjustly.  He has reached down and tapped you, of all people to be His ambassador.  Instead of draping you in the flag he has clothed you in the righteousness and holiness of Christ. Now hear the Scripture as it tells you why this should please you….  
1 Peter 3:18-22  18 For Christ also died [read “suffered”] for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,  20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.
When God allows suffering and trials into the lives of His faithful ones He is absolutely not showing His displeasure or anger.  No, no, a thousand times no!!!!  He is making us His ambassadors in this world. We are being allowed to reveal Christ to a watching world.  These verses tell us four glorious realities about the surpassing greatness of Christ’s work on the Cross.  God proclaims them true…you are His ambassador. 
· The Cross Reveals the Sufficiency of Christ to all creation [18] 
· The Cross Reveals the Success of Christ to all creation [19-20]

· The Cross Reveals the Salvation of Christ to all creation [21]
· The Cross Reveals the Sovereignty of Christ to all creation [22]
The Cross Revealed the Sufficiency of Christ to all Creation [18] 

1 Peter 3:18 18 For Christ also died [suffered] for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
As an ambassador there are some things you need to know about Christ. 
Died for sins once: His death was definitive…Nothing else is ever to be done.  There is nothing else for you to do.  No religion, no ritual, no communion, no baptism, no good works and no church membership.  This is what the term CHRIST ALONE means. 
The just for the unjust:  Jesus Christ was just.  You were unjust.  Just means righteous and right with God. He did everything perfectly and was without any sin.  

That He might bring us to God:  Jesus bought the “unjust” or “unrighteous” to God.  He is your sole source of Righteousness.  There is nothing about “coming to Christ” that makes you just.  This is exactly how Christians end up being “self righteous.”  You begin to think that God gives you some sort of credit for having the good sense and willingness to “become a Christian.”  You reason that it must count for something?  Most men will never come to Christ …but I HAVE come to Christ.  Evict these thoughts from your mind.   Peter says that He brought you to God.”  This is vastly different than the way we are inclined to think of it. 

Having been put to death in the flesh:  This is HOW Jesus brought you to God.  He did it at the Cross.  Nothing else in the universe can bring a man to God.   The call for good behavior, religious observance, moral declarations, works of mercy, although desirable, will never justify a man or woman before God. 

Galatians 3:11  11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."
Made alive in the spirit:  This does not refer to Christ’s resurrection.  If it did it would say, “having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the flesh.”   It asserts that though His body literally died on the Cross, Christ continued to live in human spirit. Christ’s final words from the cross confirm this understanding. 
Luke 23:46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT." Having said this, He breathed His last.
At the Cross Christ was declared by God to be the sufficient solution for your sinful nature and deeds.  God asks for nothing else and He accepts nothing else, because anything at all declares that Christ’s death on the Cross is NOT ENOUGH.  This is what CHRIST ALONE MEANS!!!  Please, dear ones…embrace this.  Jesus is enough for God.  Certainly He should be enough for you.  All creation must know of this Glory. That is why Christ Himself went to proclaim it to spirits held in prison.  
The Cross Revealed the Success of Christ to all creation [19-20]

1 Peter 3:19-20  19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,  20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.
In which also He went and made proclamation:  Simply stated, it was “in his human spirit” that He went to declare.  The word “preach” here means “to herald”  The word for preach the gospel is not used This means to proclaim any message.   When silenced by death,  He continued preaching in His spirit. And…to whom did He preach?

To the spirits now in prison:  The Scripture declares that Christ preached to “spirits” after His death on the cross.  The Bible does not use the term “spirits” to refer to human beings.  This is not a second chance for people in hell to respond to the gospel.  As we have already noted, the word for “preach the gospel” is not used here.  Nowhere does the Bible teach that men get a second chance, in fact it says the opposite.   

Hebrews 9:27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,
Christ went into a prison to proclaim something to “disobedient spirits” who were there.  So if these are not people who have died, who are they?  The Scripture reveals that God has created a host of spirit beings who inhabit His entire creation.  We call them angels. 

Nehemiah 9:6 "You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, The heaven of heavens with all their host, The earth and all that is on it, The seas and all that is in them. You give life to all of them and the heavenly host bows down before You.
Psalm 148:1-5  Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; Praise Him in the heights!  2 Praise Him, all His angels; Praise Him, all His hosts!  3 Praise Him, sun and moon; Praise Him, all stars of light!  4 Praise Him, highest heavens, And the waters that are above the heavens!  5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For He commanded and they were created.

Hebrews 1:14   14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

Many created angels followed Satan in His rebellion. 

Revelation 12:9   9 And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

Some among that number have sufficiently defied God and His Creation order so as to be permanently confined to a prison until the final judgment.  
Jude 1:6   6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,

The rest of these spirit beings roam the earth. They are the demons.  

Luke 11:24-26   24 "When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding any, it says, 'I will return to my house from which I came.'  25 "And when it comes, it finds it swept and put in order.  26 "Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first."
Who once were disobedient:  This does not mean that they are now obedient.  It means they were disobedient and ended up in prison.  Like a person who once committed murder and now is serving a life sentence.    
When the patience of God kept waiting:  God can put up with a lot of wickedness because unlike us…He is infinitely patient and is able to bear with things that we find unbearable.  When God runs out of patience… here is something you can be absolutely sure of…It will be because He Wanted to Run Out Of Patience.  He does not wait like you and I wait.  He waits for a purpose.  He has patience for a reason and that reason is  to glorify Himself in creation.  He never gets fed up in the sense that you and I do.  
In the days of Noah:  Their disobedience took place during the days of Noah. These would be the days leading up to the flood.  So, these disobedient spirits were involved, in some way, with the wickedness of those days.  

Genesis 6:5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR: 

· Jesus was put to death in the flesh, but continued to live in spirit.

· His physical death ended His preaching on earth, but in His human spirit He went to preach elsewhere.

·  He went to a prison for spirits.  These are spirit beings and not human beings. No one is ever given a second chance after death to hear the gospel. 
· They were disobedient spirits who are in custody.  This is not the common status of demons in the world.  They are in fact roaming freely. 
Satan has opposed God since the time of his own fall.  He has been particularly hateful toward mankind because they are made in the image of God Himself.  When Satan looks at a man, he sees what He hates most…God Himself.  Because he could not prevail against God he attacked men…causing their fall in Eden, tormenting them with sin and guilt and holding them as slaves until the Cross. So…what is this proclamation all about?  It is about defeat for Satan and success for Christ.  It is about freeing slaves…the Bible calls that Redemption.  Those who have left no stone unturned to ruin God’s creation and His creature were given the proclamation of their eternal defeat and destruction by Jesus Christ Himself.  
· The Sufficiency of Christ was revealed at the Cross

· The Success of Christ was revealed to demons in prison and … 
The Cross Revealed the Salvation of Christ to all creation [21]
1 Peter 3:21-22   21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.
The Scripture takes pains here to make sure that we do not think that it is water baptism that saves us.  It is not a washing in water. “not the removal of dirt from the flesh.”  Our minds want to run there because God has just been talking about the flood.  Flood…Water…Baptism…..Flood…Water…Baptism.  It is a natural conclusion, but we need to look carefully at the words.  The verse starts with the word translated “Corresponding to,”  which means “a figure pointing to something.”  
God was waiting patiently for 100 years while Noah built the Ark.  He was withholding judgment and giving men grace.  In the end God put the 8 people he wanted to save into that ark.  It was the ark that saved them.  They were PUT INTO THE ARK. 

1 Peter 3:20  during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.

So it is the ark that is the “figure pointing to” “the baptism that now saves you.”   Does water baptism save you.?   There are those who say yes,,, but what says the Scripture???

Ephesians 2:4-9  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

· God acted alone to save us…when we were dead

· God acted by Grace…that is He rewarded nothing in us because we were dead at the time. .

· He will show this grace, mercy and kindness to us for ever.
· God saves us by Himself.   It is by grace you have been saved. This is the meaning of GRACE ALONE
Titus 3:5-7  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Not water but regeneration.  Water baptism cannot ever save anyone…ever.  

So what does it mean?   The word “Baptism” is a Greek word meaning “immerse” or “place into.”  We use it to speak of placing something into water, as a ritual, but that is not its primary meaning.  Paul says we were baptized [placed into] the body of Christ by The  Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:13-14  13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  

He also says that the Jews were baptized [placed into] Moses.  That is to say they were united with Moses and identified with Him and what He did.  They were rescued from Pharaoh’s army and certain death because they were with Moses. 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4  For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea;  2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  3 and all ate the same spiritual food;  4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.

An appeal to God for a good conscience:  As we have seen this baptism has nothing to do with ritual or religious works.  Our appeal is to God alone not to ourselves and our works.   It has everything to do with your heart.  Religion can never clean your heart.  Only God can do that. Only God can give a conscience free from guilt because Jesus took your punishment at the Cross.   

Hebrews 9:14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ: You have been placed into or united to Christ.  What happened to Christ has happened to you.  He died to sin’s power to kill and rose to a newness of life.  You are with Him.  You have been placed into HIM. 
Romans 6:4  4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

Being placed in the ark corresponds to being placed into Christ.  It is not a washing… it is a placing into Christ that saves you.  God saved Noah IN THE ARK while the rest of mankind perished.  He saves  you IN CHRIST while the rest of mankind perishes.  
The Cross revealed that Christ’s work is all men need to be righteous.
The Cross revealed that Satan was crushed and condemned and His captives freed

The Cross revealed that Jesus saves apart from all works men do.

Finally…. 

The Cross Revealed the Sovereignty of Christ over all creation [22]

1 Peter 3:22   22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him
All creation is subject to Christ.  You know if you stop to think about it that would mean you and me also.  It is not just somebody else or some other authority.  All men are subject to Christ.  This will never change.  Satan is subject to Christ as are all his demon hoards.  Jesus is enthroned in heaven with the Father waiting for the day when He will enforce the judgment and reclaim what is rightfully His.  The Book of Revelation tells the entire story of how He will do it.  If you have never read it from that perspective I assure you, it will come alive with meaning to you do.   

CONCLUSION

These realities reveal the glory of Jesus your Savior.  Alone He undid what Adam did  May God help you to know the Glory of Christ in His, once and for all, act of mercy at the Cross.  You were delivered from the dominion of sin at the cross. You still struggle with sin because you are still a sinner…who was given the ultimate gift of salvation through absolutely no merit of your own.  Christ bought a sinner at the cross when He bought you.  We were hopelessly and helplessly enslaved when He paid for us with His own life’s blood.  
And His glory could not be contained at the Cross.  It had to burst the boundaries of time, space and history.  It crossed over from the earth into the spirit world and spilled into hell.  Wicked demons heard about.  It was a universal announcement of His universal victory.  He came to redeem His fallen creation.  His work on the cross is so much bigger than we would ever imagine on our own. 

2 Corinthians 5:19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
May God open our hearts to see His love for men.  What a tragedy our fall has been…not because of the pain and suffering brought to us, but because of the splendor of His glory was hidden from creation.  May God change our hearts to desire holiness because it reveals His glory and to shun sin because it hides His perfections.  

Had He not placed us in Christ we would be as surely lost as those swept away by the flood.    What a splendid picture of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Hopeless, helpless people saved by His merciful power alone.  

Jesus was exalted at the Resurrection because He is worthy to resume His place of rule and honor after humbling Himself to die for us.  Extol The Lord as ruler of heaven, earth and all creation.  He is truly King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  See Him, like John, coming in Glory to reclaim His rightful inheritance. 
Revelation 5:6-13  6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.  7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  10 "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever."
Nothing makes sense without you, LORD and everything makes sense with you.  You are our sole and central joy and hope.  It remains now only for us to finally see you bring to fruition that which is already reality in your creation.  Come Lord Jesus and rule us as we wait for you to rule all your Creation.  We stand in awe of you.
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