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Doesn’t it drive you crazy to see the worst behavior rewarded?  The guy who runs the dirtiest campaign is often the winner.  The ones with the most money are often the greediest.  How many times have you known a wife who is unloved by her husband or a husband who received no respect from his wife and children?  These things do not seem fair and we find it hard to make sense of it all.  How come those trying to do the right thing are often mistreated by those who don’t try at all?  Where is God when all this is happening?  Does He care about “fairness?”  Is He unfair Himself?  
We ourselves fear that our lives will slip through our fingers without giving us fulfillment.  Corrupt politicians, bureaucrats, educators and employers often stand in the way of what we hope for in this life. Even closer to home are spouses who do not meet our expectations and parents and children that disappoint and even exasperate us. 
It is not surprising that most of us are disappointed with our.  We strive for fulfillment, but often get only frustration. What should we think about all this?  God’s Word explains what we observe…but,  before we let God speak to us let’s try to put these verses into perspective.  
God’s Word reveals that if we see our lives as having value for what they can provide for us, then disappointment and frustration will stalk us.  In the end, we will be bitter and angry, even  with God.  This is the man-centered or self-centered view of life. It’s plaintiff cry is often,  “Life never gave me what I wanted…there was always someone or something standing in the way.” 
But God calls us to see our lives as Christ-Centered.  Your life with all its present difficulties has purpose, value and hope in Christ.  Your willingness to believe what God says about your life will be the determining factor.  A life of joy, peace and love…regardless of your circumstances awaits those who are “Christ-Centered.”  Here is God’s prospective: 
· You are an Alien and a Stranger because your citizenship is in Heaven:  

1 Peter 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens,

· God acted in mercy to cause you to be born again:

1 Peter 1:3  His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

· The knowledge that God loves us and came for us is the source of our greatest joy.  Not only does He love you but, He wants you and others to see how gloriously He will sustain you in this world. 

1 Peter 1:6-7   6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials,  7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

Trials reveal the presence, power and love of God like nothing else.  God’s love is not abstract.  He does loving things for you in this life by sustaining you in all things. He ultimately makes you a source of Praise for His grace.  In the end all creation gives Christ honor because of what He has done, is doing and will do for you.  

God is transforming you into the likeness of His Son.  You want this right???  Then this is how it is done:  God makes us His children and then sustains us when the world reacts to Him.  Be joyful my friend when the world reacts to Christ in you.  But,  how do I know they are reacting to Christ? God gives us instructions about our behavior. He is ordering His universe. We seek Him and obey Him.  
This brings us then to our passage this morning.  Peter begins it with a logical question that we all ask ourselves.  It is a “fairness” question.  “Why would anyone harm us if we are eager and zealous to do good?
I Peter 3:13-17   13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?  14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED,  15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;  16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.  17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.

God give us the proper response to the reaction of evil men and women to our changed life.  These three responses are actually responses to God and not to the evil trials and persecutions of men.  As Christ-Centered Believers we respond to Christ particularly when others do us harm.  Here are our three responses to God: 
· Be Zealous for what is Good?  13-14

· Sanctify Christ as Lord  [15]

· Keep a Good Conscience [16-17]

Be Zealous for what is Good?  13-14

1 Peter 3:13-14  13 Who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?  14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED,

Who is there to harm you:  It is natural to ask how we could get into trouble being zealous for good.  The answer is: We are strangers and aliens in this world. People want us to pursue their interests and their values,,,, not God’s.  So when we ask this question there is sadly a ready answer.  “All those who oppose God and His Glory revealed through creation and submitted lives, might mistreat us if we are zealous to do good.”   

Harm:  This does not always mean injury like we might imagine.  It also means mistreat and oppress.  Most of what we experience falls into this category.  I was once denied a promotion because I mentioned some wisdom that the interviewer knew came from God.  

Zealous:  Zeal is a burning desire to do something.  “Good”  describes actions and qualities that are deeply good.  Good in nature and flowing from the heart of God.  It is the word Jesus used when He asked the rich young ruler…”Who is Good,  but God alone.”  This means the pursuing of God and the things that are “of God.”  It is zeal for His creation and His order to be revealed it in every possible way.  

Suffer for the sake of righteousness: God wants us to suffer for His sake.  I cannot begin to tell you the number of times I have seen Christians jump to the conclusion that the suffering in their lives or in the lives of their brothers and sisters must be because of some hidden sin or attitude that they need to correct.   The truth is that the more afflictions come into your lives the bigger your God becomes.  The more gloriously Sovereign and Merciful He is.  You need to see your circumstances in a different light.  Take a Christ-Centered view of your life. God is working in you to reveal how gloriously sufficient He is.  Your weaknesses are occasions to experience the power of Christ. 
2 Corinthians 12:7-10  7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
We are called to pursue God. When trials come we will be sustained, comforted and delivered by Him.  Do you wish to experience the presence and power of God?  Then pursue Him with zeal.  Go hard after the knowledge and presence of Christ.  Never miss an opportunity to praise Him or hear a sermon about Him or sing a song of worship to Him   Pursue Him with all your heart! This is being zealous for good.   
Trials and mistreatments have a way of finding people like that 
BUT… so does the joy and presence of Christ.

You are blessed: This means you are happy.  God gives sustaining comfort by means of the Holy Spirit.  Your life with its trials has meaning.  God is showing Himself to you and in such an intimate way that he is letting you feel some of what Christ felt when He came to earth and died for you. 
DO NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION:  Literally “do not fear the fear” they throw at you.  Dear brothers and sisters…we are either going to fear God or men.  You cannot do both, but you will do one or the other.  So fear God.  FEAR GOD MEANS:  “Either we are going to be in awe of what men and circumstances can do to us or we are going to be in awe of God’s Love for and care of us.” 
DO NOT BE TROUBLED:  Don’t wring your hands over your trials.  Your God is ruler of all.  Nothing happens apart from Him.  And…mark this please…trials do not indicate His displeasure with you.  Satan lies when he tells you this.  Trials indicate that you are an alien and an stranger.  You are living behind enemy lines and Satan hates you.  He shows his distaste for you in hundreds of ways.  Through bosses, spouses, neighbors, churches and community.  
How will we vanquish fear of fear?  How will we sleep in the transom of the boat while the storm rages and threatens to capsize the vessel?  Verse fifteen tells us.   
Sanctify Christ as Lord  [15]

1 Peter 3:15  15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

Sanctify as Lord:  Sanctify means to “set apart” for a purpose.  Lord is “ruler.”  The one with the right to rule and who is worthy to rule. It means that by a conscious act of your will, you are to set aside your heart for Christ to rule.  

In Your Heart: This is where Christ is to rule. It means at the center of all physical and spiritual life.  It means "the soul or mind, the seat of your thoughts, passions, desires, appetites, affections, purposes, endeavors"

This is very practical and intimate.  It is not to be taken lightly.  This has nothing to do with do’s and don’ts, church attendance or the like.  It has to do with your most intimate and vital emotions, anxieties and concerns.  Now let me ask a few questions to explain what this means: 

· Do you have now or have you ever had emotional pain, anxiety and grief in your heart? 

· Do you believe that Jesus Christ is Sovereign…meaning nothing can happen that He wishes to keep from happening?  He is the cause of all things and the ruler of all things. Colossians 1:16-17  all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

· Do you believe Christ loves you?  Romans 8:32  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 

Then let’s understand what “sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart” means.  We are to freely give to Christ the rule of our heart.  Into it He may bring whatever trial, pain or mistreatment He sees fit because He is Lord of that realm.  We believe that these things come from Him and not from a “world gone mad,” or a “totally unreasonable boss, spouse, parent, sibling or child.”  We are in awe that He should love us to this degree…allowing us to know the heart things He experienced as he made His way to the cross to purchase you from your dead, hopeless spiritual and physical destiny.  We can safely trust in His Love and Mercy for us.  

Lord, I gladly embrace the troubles of my heart and the stresses of my circumstances, because they come from your hand.  They are not signs of your anger toward me, but rather signs of the world’s anger toward you.  As you suffered mistreatment, sustain me and make me happy even in trials and sufferings.  AMEN
Always being ready:  You do not have to get yourself ready for this.  I have heard this verse misused most of my life.  Perhaps you too have understood this to be saying that you need to get yourself ready to witness to people.  Tell them the gospel.  Show them their need of the Savior.   
This verse says that when we “sanctify” or “embrace” the rule of our Sovereign Savior in our emotions, minds, circumstances, relationships… we are now ready to answer the questions of men.  

Make a defense: This means an explanation.  It is not a defense against an attack.  This is abundantly clear by the addition of the last phrase in the verse… “With gentleness and reverence.”  It tells the story of why we are full of joy in this life.  We are ready to tell when we have consciously embraced all that Christ has brought to our hearts and found Him to be full of love, mercy, kindness and strength for us.  We rejoice outwardly too…We Are Ready!
Give an account for the hope that is in you: The word “account” is literally a “word.”  “Could you give us a word of explanation about your life?  We see that you seem to be going through life with joy and happiness.  Your life seems to be full of something good and yet you face the same difficulties as others and maybe even a few more from time to time.  Could you give us a word of explanation?”  Are you ready to speak a word about this? 
YES:  “I have experienced the sustaining Love, Joy and Strength of my Living Savior, Jesus Christ. He sought me out and took away my guilt and sin.  I recommend Him to you.  He will not only sustain you in this life, but will give you hope for all eternity.”  
Your trials are a powerful testimony to the Glory of Christ in this world.  Don’t just try to hide them or deny them,  but embrace them instead. Give Christ free reign.  He will care for you, making His presence known to you…giving your hope and the world questions.  
Keep a Good Conscience [16-17]

1 Peter 3:16-17   16 and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame. 

Keep a good conscience: Literally means to “hold onto” a good conscience.  God has given us many important instructions in His Word.  He has explained clearly that when we follow them we will often suffer ridicule and mistreatment.  Christians in Peter’s century were called atheists because they did not worship the Emperor.  They were accused of killing and eating their own children and of committing incest.  They were called disloyal to their governments because they were loyal to Christ.  
In America we have different trials.  We are called fools because we seek to submit to our government and employers.  At the same time we are accused by our government and employers of being disloyal because we submit to Christ as Supreme.  Even so called churches act this way.  A friend of mine recently wrote to tell me that he was turned down for a job in a Church owned dormitory at UC Berkeley because they said he was too interested in winning people to Christ.  Another friend told me not long ago that his church would not let him teach a series on Creation because it might offend some of the people that attend.  Both men were thought fools for pursuing Christ. 
Keeping a good conscience is difficult because we have to chose between what God says and what men say is “good.”  Chose God’s way.  It conforms to reality and although the world will react negatively God will respond to you with Joy, Peace and Hope.  

Those who revile your good behavior:  It is very important to realize that there are a lot of people who “revile” or speak evil of behavior that God considers good.  You tell me…are there any of the following that the world might consider foolish?
1 Peter 2:1-2  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,  2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

1 Peter 2:13   13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,

1 Peter 2:17-18  17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.  18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.

1 Peter 2:19-21  19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21 For you have been called for this purpose,
1 Peter 3:1  In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,

1 Peter 3:7  7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

1 Peter 3:8-9  8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

Will be put to shame:  When we trust God we look past the obvious inequities of this life to the time when all things will be made right and just.  Men and woman may mock and condemn a life given to Christ, but in the end they will be ashamed of their mockery and abuse.  It is not for you  to concern yourself with it now.  It will distract you totally from the really important task of giving a word of explanation for the hope that is in you.  Such a word cannot begin with the words…”How dare you!”  God will ultimately put to shame those who mock Him and His Creation. Please remember that they are mocking Christ.  You on the other hand…are not mocking Him.  You are giving Him the honor, glory and Lordship that He deserves.  Those who submit to Him and His creation order are required only to say simply and plainly…”we are living in hope and joy because we have trusted our hearts and lives to Jesus Christ alone.”  
Romans 14:11  11 For it is written, "AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."

God tells us to respond to Him when the world reacts.  We are to be zealous for good…pursuing God and all that He is.  We are to Sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts, meaning that we freely embrace the emotions and concerns God brings into our hearts and we are to Keep a good conscience, meaning that we daily consider or ponder that the things we are doing and believing are coming from God through His Word.  These are your responses to God.  God will take care of you when other men respond to Him in the opposite way.  That is why verse 17 concludes this section of Scripture.  
CONCLUSION:  

1 Peter 3: 17   17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.

If God should will it:  Implies that God does not always, always intend for us to be in trials and tribulations.  In fact, much of the time, when we are under His care and guidance we live lives of great peace and happiness.  The church in the NT was not always persecuted.  Our bosses or leaders do not always oppose us.  Paul told Timothy to pray for this very thing so that we could have peace.  

1 Timothy 2:1-3  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,  2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,

But, God often does will for men to oppose Him openly and that means opposing His children.  God is preparing you, dear friend, for that.  He is calling us to “Christ-Centered” lives where we see the importance of God being revealed in the world through our lives. We gladly accept this opportunity to reveal Christ to a lost and hopeless world.  
For it is better:  It is “gooder.”  This is the comparative form of the word for “good.”  We can take this to mean that more of the goodness of God is revealed when we suffer for  pursuing Him.  God is about the business of revealing Himself to men.  Amazingly, He chooses to use men and their circumstances, trials, and lives to do that.  So…When you submit your heart to God’s right to order His creation and to map the course of your life and circumstances, you are submitting to all that is ultimately good.  
And what can be better than the beauty of Jesus Christ’s love for men?  His willingness to die for your sin and to bring you to God for all eternity.  What could make your life more significant than being a means for His Excellencies to be seen in this world?  

2 Corinthians 4:6-7  6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  AMEN
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