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Introduction:

This morning we want to consider The Three Foundational desires of all human beings.  I tried to imagine desires that might fall outside the scope of these three but found that difficult. Under their umbrella almost all of humanity seeks shelter.  So…what are they?…  They are Life, Love and Hope.  Peter speaks of them as if they are agreed upon  human needs in I Peter 3:10-11.  This is often the case with men and God.  Men will agree with God concerning what they desire but will oppose Him when He designates the way to fulfill those same desires.  Listen to The Scripture here…
1 Peter 3:10-11   10 For, "THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT.  11 "HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.

Peter is actually quoting David who wrote: 

Psalm 34:11-15  1 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good?  13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit.  14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.  15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous And His ears are open to their cry.

David [by inspiration] says that these universal human needs are obtained from God when we “fear Him.”  By “fear” the Bible means;  “to hold God in the ultimate reverence”  God is therefore the supreme and surpassing source of all that we need as human beings.  The behaviors described in verses 13 and 14 depict the man or woman who fears the Lord. 
In our passage in I Peter, God is explaining to us “How men are to fear the Lord.”   We know that God’s Word constantly speaks of the need to “Fear the Lord,” but how does that look in our lives?  Is it just a feeling that we have?  Is it abstract so that we can say that we “Fear the Lord? ”  No…as a matter of fact, God teaches us exactly how to fear Him and extends promises of blessing to those who actually do it.  God is Creator and Supreme Ruler over all things.  Our reverent awe of Him reveals His order and glory in creation and our submission to that order brings us the blessings our hearts seek. 
Before quoting David, Peter gives us a summary of everything he has said in chapter two.  Verses 8 and 9 center on how men and women reveal the glory of our Lord through our daily lives.  Our lives are intended to reveal the Character and Nature of God in His creation.  These two verses reveal several ways that they do. 
1 Peter 3:8-9  8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

God has Created all things.  He has also ordered His Creation.  We are blessed when we embrace His order of things. God designed for our His Glory and He designed from His Nature which is altogether good and loving.  Verses eight and nine begin this description.  These character qualities will lead to Life, Love and Hope. 
Harmonious:  This means sharing a mind. You will have to seek God’s mind in order to do this.  This is an admonition to all of us who name Christ.  We should all seek the mind of Christ so that we can live in harmony…in singleness of mind. 
1 Corinthians 2: 16  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 

Sympathetic: You and I should make every effort to feel what our brother or sister feel.  We are called to experience pain and joy with one another.  You cannot received the fullness of life by insulating and protecting yourself from the hearts and souls of your brothers and sisters. 
Brotherly:  Love as brothers or sisters…that means as family.  People who offend us are also loved by the Lord…with all their defects.  Love your brothers and sisters the same way that God has loved you.  If you value God’s love for you then value His love for your brother and sister. 
Kindhearted:  Deep compassion.  Means allowing yourself to feel deeply.  Ask God for deep tender compassion for one another.  Ask to have your heart touched with their circumstances.  
Humble in spirit:  Literally…humble in mind.  This means not to think yourself better than others.  This is a universal human trait.  We do it without even giving it any thought.  
· Philippians 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;

No returning evil for evil:  We do this by submitting to God.  He is Sovereign…That means nothing can be done without His direct permission or action.
Returning insult for insult: This is just an expansion on this.  It means “No Railing.”  No rage and angry accusations.  No heaping verbal abuse on others.  
Giving a blessing instead:  This is such burdensome advice.  We do not want to do this.  We think we have done pretty well just to keep our mouths shut when we have been reviled and insulted.  So why is this admonition in the Bible.  Because you are going to have to humble yourself before God and ask Him to give you some of the same grace that He poured out toward you at the cross…so that you might pour it out on someone who hurt you, offended  you or insulted you.  

You were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing:  God has called you so that He might bless you.  Please know this my brothers and sisters!  God did not call you and then walk away.  Christ did not die on the cross for you in the hopes that you would be good enough to please Him.  He called you in order to bless you.
I Peter 3:10-11 form the central argument of the text.  All humans desire the great blessings of Life, Love and Hope, but how are they to obtain them?  The world offers them without God.  They are pursued in a thousand ways.  Power, Pleasure, and Prestige to name  a few. The Scripture says they are granted by God to those who: 

· Embrace His Ways 
· Depend  upon His Strength

Verses 10 and 11 give us the opportunity to obtain our hearts desire by trusting God to give it.  Verse 12 promises that He will be the source of your trust and strength and will grant this great blessing. 
Embrace His Ways  [10-11]
1 Peter 3:10-11   10 For, "THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT.  11 "HE MUST TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; HE MUST SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT.

You find fulfillment and meaning in this life through Christ.  He went to the Cross to pay for your sins.  If you turn to Him and believe Him He will lift the wages of your sin which is death and grant to you life in its place.  This is the gospel message.  Christ will give you life when you deserve death.  But we are alive now and living in this world.  What does God mean when He says that “Life” is available to us?
"THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE”:  Life is a synonym for happiness.  We say things like “what a life”  or “that’s the life!”  When someone is depressed or apathetic we say, “get a life.”   This is a common desire in all men and that would include Children of God particularly.  We are the ones who actually may experience life as it is intended to be lived by humans.  Jesus claimed to be the sole way to the sole source of it in the universe.  
· John 14:6   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.

"THE ONE WHO DESIRES …. TO LOVE”:  Then there is love.  Life without love seems inconceivable.  We have strong desires to have someone to love and we hope to be loved in return.  We fear being unloved.  Unloved by men and unloved by God.  Woe to the man or woman who is unloved by both God and men…but thankfully we are loved by God and He alone gives us true love for others.  Love too is sourced in God alone.  
Ephesians 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;  2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

“THE ONE WHO DESIRES TO SEE GOOD DAYS”:  This is hope for the future. You may not have this if you are listening too much to the voices of men and not hearing the voice of God.  Did you know that a person can be very realistic about the prospects  for this world [grim] and still have hope for the future.  How?  He hopes in God.  

Isaiah 3:10 Tell the righteous it will be well with them, for they will enjoy the fruit of their deeds.
Psalm 3:1-8  A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son. O LORD, how my adversaries have increased! Many are rising up against me.  2 Many are saying of my soul, "There is no deliverance for him in God." Selah.  3 But You, O LORD, are a shield about me, My glory, and the One who lifts my head.  4 I was crying to the LORD with my voice, And He answered me from His holy mountain. Selah.  5 I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD sustains me.  6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people Who have set themselves against me round about.  7 Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God! For You have smitten all my enemies on the cheek; You have shattered the teeth of the wicked.  8 Salvation belongs to the LORD; Your blessing be upon Your people! Selah.
How will we ever obtain the things we desire most in this life?  Fulfillment, to be loved and to have people to love and hope for the future?”
By setting our hearts and minds on God and not other people, politics or circumstances… and certainly not ourselves.  We are instructed by God how to obtain that which we most desire.  
TURN AWAY FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD:  Literally just turn onto another path.  When you see it just take the first exit.  There is a very, very important admonition here.  If you grasp it today it will grant you life, love and hope.  Would you like to know what it is?   Do not merely resist doing evil…do good in its place.  
SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT:  This is related to the first one.  It is not enough to want peace with a brother or sister…If we will have life, love and hope we are to pursue peace with them.   Desire it!  Work for it!  Pray and beg God to give it!  Our pursuit will reveal our desire. 
One thing is clear here.  We are not going to be doing these things anytime soon without some serious help from the Lord.  It is a human trait to read these things as standards to obtain in order to be considered righteous.  Then when we are righteous…God will help us and love us.  Here is the truth from Scripture:  

· We were unable to save ourselves through any righteous works. 

Titus 3:5-6  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
· God Himself is at work in His redeemed sinners to bless them and perfect them. 

Philippians 1:6  6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

If we were saved when we were unable to help ourselves why do we imagine that we If we are going to enter into Life, Love and Hope we must be dependent upon God daily.. 

Depend Upon His Strength  [12]

1 Peter 3:12   12 "FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER, BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL."

Jesus bought a bunch of sinners at the cross.  We were “fallen sinners” by nature when He bought us.  After we were bought we were “His fallen sinners.”  We are now owned by Him and the transformation is His doing not ours.  We have merely become His now.  Sin is no longer our master. Christ is our master, but we are still fallen sinners.    This explains why we are still not free from sin.  God alone transform you as He sees fit, by the renewing of your mind.  We do not transform ourselves so that God will call us righteous.  We are called righteous because of the Cross.  

Romans 4:4-6  4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due.  5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,  6 just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 
THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE TOWARD THE RIGHTEOUS:  God turns His eyes toward the ones He has bought and declared righteous.  God will now assist you and  empower you to receive life, love and hope.  
HIS EARS ATTEND TO THEIR PRAYER:  Not only does He watch you, but He is listening to you.  He wants to bless you…Again brothers and sisters.  The Bible says here that God called you so that He might bless you.  Is there something about this that we cannot understand?  

Ephesians 2:8-10   8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  

THE LORD IS AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL:  Those who insult, revile and refuse to bless are the evil here.  All of us are like that by nature.  You know it is true.  We hate texts like these because we feel condemned by them.  But we are missing the point when we feel condemned.  

God is calling for humility of mind and heart in you my friend.  He knows that you cannot “perform” righteously.  That is why He died for you.  But you can turn to Him and seek His Holy Spirit to produce in you these Christlike characteristics.  This is called dependence and it is the opposite of pride.  
1 Peter 5:5 ….all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.

Give your heart to God for transformation.  Why should you do this?  Because God will be mad if you don’t.  So that you can be good?   NO!  Because God is worthy to be revealed in this world by you.  He is most glorified when you depend upon Him in humility and hold out your empty hands toward Him for filling. 
CONCLUSION

This passage tells how to obtain the Life God created us for.  It strikes at the heart of life on this planet because it is about joy, peace, love and all the things you desire.  The Scripture says that…like our physical lives…these too are all supplied by God alone.  He sought you and He bought you so that He could bless you with this. .  
Ephesians 2:4-5  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

We all know that He saved us when we were sinners.  What we have trouble with is this last part.  He works to perfect His purchased sinners with the same Grace that He bestowed when He bought them at the Cross.  

The purpose of this passage is to turn your heart to Christ.  Quit trying to be what you cannot be.  God’s face is already toward you Christian.   Look to God to transform you.  Determine by His grace to bless those who do not bless you.  Petition Him for the grace to do it.  In so doing He will make Himself very great in your eyes and the eyes of the world.  Christ is worthy to be seen and glorified in the world. 

Would you say that Jesus Christ your Lord was worthy to be imitated in your world?  To be seen blessing those who do not bless and loving those who do not love?  If you consider Him worthy then put your trust in Him to produce His grace and character in  you.  Make this a priority in your life. Start easy with people you like…move on to the others.  God will strengthen you when you want to make His Glory known. 
God calls for men to abandon their own pride and self-righteousness and receive His righteousness.  He turns His face and ear toward those that do.  This is how you are saved and it how you will be transformed in this life. 
Colossians 2:6-7  6 Therefore as [in the same way as] you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,  7 having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.
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