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Introduction:

How will we ever obtain the things we desire most in this life?  Fulfillment, to be loved and to have people to love and hope for the future.  It seems strange that Peter should address this very topic in the middle of a passage on suffering in the Christian life.  This is how the argument that started in Chapter two has unfolded so far.  

God has made us aliens in this world. This means that our citizenship is in heaven and we wait for our Savior from there.  This is the foundational truth of the entire section.  It explains why we do not feel at home.  It gives the reason for much of our discomfort in the world.  We are still not where we belong. I urge you to believe this truth. 

1 Peter 2:11   11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.

Nevertheless, we do live here and we will be here until our death or the return of Jesus for us.  While we are here we are to live as citizens of heaven while in this world. And why?  Because, this gives maximum glory to God by revealing much of who God is and how He rules His own creation. God has asserted His right to order His own creation as well.  He explains that the human institutions that we observe are in fact part of His order of things.  When we arrange our lives under them or “submit” to them we are ultimately affirming and embracing and even displaying the Glory of God in this world.   It is God’s will for us to live this way. 

1 Peter 2:13-16   13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,  14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.  15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.  16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 

But…we are afraid of these authorities,  whether they be employers, government officials, husbands, parents or others.  We fear that they will oppress us and treat us unjustly.  And our fears are justified. Believers are often mistreated in some way or another for living like Christ in this world…but God,  goes on to tell us that when we submit to His order we are submitting to Him personally and this finds favor with God.  Jesus Himself set the perfect example of this when He lived in this world. 
1 Peter 2:21-23  21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

God then uses the submission of servants to masters and wives to husbands as applications of this larger truth.  We display the Glory of God in Creation by submitting to God’s Order of things…even when we suffer consequences for it. 

Peter is now ready to sum up his entire argument.  He started by saying that all of us are to submit to the authorities that are ordained by God and now concludes with three things that all Children of God [regardless of gender, stature or age] hold in common. They are: 
· Character produced by Him Alone [8-9]

· Expectation in Him Alone   [10-11]

· Dependence upon Him Alone [12]

In this first part of the message we will deal with the character that God produces in His Children.  This by necessity leads us into the experience of His Life, Love and Hope.  We will see that they like all righteous and virtuous things are produced solely by God through Christ. 

Character Produced by Him Alone [8-9]

1 Peter 3:8-9  8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.

What we should be like:

Harmonious:  This means sharing a mind. Thinking about things the same way is not impossible, but it is rare. It is rare because it requires, by its very nature, that people submit to the mind of Christ.  

1 Corinthians 2:13-16  13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.  14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.  15 But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no one.  16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 

Here is a test to see how disposed you are toward this particular command from God:  When you hear someone express an idea or value that your disagree with is your first thought to ask yourself if you know for sure what God says about this thought or value?  Do you ever just step back and pray and ask God if you might be the one who is wrong and then search the Scripture to see if you know for sure what God says?  These would be the steps of a person committed to this character quality.  The mind of God is revealed in His Scripture and not in the opinions of men.  When you make a commitment to be convinced by the Word of God alone you are fulfilling your part.
Sympathetic: The Greek word here is more like our English word “Empathy.”  It means that we make the effort to feel what our brother or sister feels.  This would include their great joy and not just their pain.  I have often seen Christians react with indifference to the great joy of another brother or sister.  We are called to experience pain and joy with one another.  You cannot prepare your heart for the fullness of life God intended by insulating and protecting it from the hearts and souls of your brothers and sisters. 
Brotherly:  Love as brothers or sisters.  This implies a sense of family.  We must cultivate a sense of family.  This person who occasionally offends or maybe even often offends is a part of our family.  He or she is also loved by the Lord…with all their warts and defects.  What parent ever wants to see two of his children at odds with one another?  What parent assigns a greater value to one child over another?  Assign to your brothers and sisters the same value that God has assigned to you.  If you value God’s love for you then value His love for your irritating brother and sister. 
Kindhearted:  Deep compassion.  Means allowing yourself to feel deeply not merely on the surface.  This is not as easy as it seems.  When you see a brother or sister doing something unwise or loosing their love and passion for the Savior….it is much easier to carp about it to yourself or to others.  God is calling you to feel that pain.  To remember that you have gone into seasons of coldness and bareness.  Pray hard when you want to complain.  Ask God for deep tender compassion for them.  Ask to have your heart touched with their circumstances.  
Humble in spirit:  Literally…humble in mind.  This means not to think yourself better than others.  This is a universal human trait.  We do it without even giving it any thought.  Question:  If you can’t do both…is it better to keep you house picked up or to spend more time with your kids, family and friends?  Is it better to drive an old car and spend lots of time fixing it or is it better to drive something newer and spend that time helping other people?  You probably have an opinion…but you need to be careful not to cross over this line.  Our way is not the only right way much of the time. This is a snare that Satan uses to destroy the Glory of God. Paul uses this same word:  He wants us to think about what and why we do what we do and think what we think.  We are to regard others ideas and actions as valuable…even giving preference to them when required.  

Philippians 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;

A person can also get so “humble of mind” that it becomes an obvious source of pride saying,   “I am more humble than you all because…I do or don’t do certain things.”  I pray a lot.  I read my Bible a lot.  I have seen things others have not seen and worshiped in ways others have not worshiped.  God says this will steal all reward from you as a believer. This is a pointed warning about thinking that we are “spiritual.”
Colossians 2:18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement [humility of mind] and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind
Colossians 2:23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement [humility of mind] and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.
We should NOT be:

Returning evil for evil: Pay back has actually no place whatsoever in the family of God. What if God treated you this way?  Do you feel wronged?  Well perhaps you were but this is where you have to apply what you say you believe about God.  He cannot be carried around in a box of our making.  Either He is Sovereign or not!…meaning that nothing is able to happen to you that He does not determine.  He is also loving…meaning He loves YOU and cares for YOU.  When we “get even” we deny both of these truths about God.  We suggest that either He was powerless to keep harm away from us or He did not love us enough to keep harm away from you.  If someone ignores or hurts you the solution is not to ignore or hurt them back…the solution is to seek them out.
Returning insult for insult: This is just an expansion on this.  It means “No Railing.”  No rage and angry accusations.  No heaping verbal abuse on others.  God does not do this to you and you should not do it to others. 
Giving a blessing instead:  This is such burdensome advice.  We do not want to do this.  We think we have done pretty well just to keep our mouths shut when we have been reviled and insulted.  So why is this admonition in the Bible.  Because…NOW LISTEN…Because you are going to have to humble yourself before God and ask Him to give you some of the same grace that He poured out toward you at the cross…so that you might pour it out on someone who hurt you, offended  you or insulted you.  

You were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing:  God has called you so that He might bless you.  Please know this my brothers and sisters.  God did not call you and then lose interest in you.  Christ did not die on the cross for you in the hopes that you would be good enough to please Him.  He called you to give you an inheritance. 
CONCLUSION

Ephesians 1:13-14  3 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,  14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

Where do inheritances usually come from?  Parents!!  In this case our Father.  This grace that you must show toward those who wound you and insult you….this very grace will flow to you from and through the Cross.  It will heal your own wounds and so bless you that you will freely lavish it on others.  God called you to be blessed.  He does this by transforming you so that you might enter into His Life, His Love and His Hope.  These are coming in the next few verses.  
Prayer:  Father,  let our character flow to us from your Son Jesus.  We are unworthy and unable to produce such magnificent and beautiful things as we have read about today.  Nevertheless, we desire them because they are what you are like.  Make us like Jesus.  Change our hearts as we look to you and trust you.  Do your promised work Lord and in the process make yourself even more glorious in our eyes and in the presence of your creation.  You are Worthy Jesus to receive all Honor and Glory for our transformed lives. 
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