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Introduction:

I borrowed a friend’s new car, but accidentally drove it into a tree when a deer jumped in front of me,  but …He was very understanding!

I could not go into work for four days because I was in the hospital, but my boss was very understanding. 

I couldn’t get the project done on time because I had a family crisis that needed my full attention, but my supervisor was very understanding.  

These and other phrases like them illustrate the way we use the word “understanding”  in our language.  It means, “be nice,” “be kind,” or “have tender compassion” for the difficult circumstances of someone else. 
Nevertheless, each one of these accounts also describes human failures that let someone down.  
· Your friend really wanted and needed to get his or her car back in one piece.  Now they have the expense, frustration and inconvenience of trying to get it repaired.  
· Your boss really needed you at work.  There was a lot to do and now the entire office or company is behind and loosing money.  
· Your supervisor really needed that project done on time because he had promised it to his manager.  He now looks bad and may not do as well on his next evaluation because of it. 

When we look at the things that happened here in isolation, we see three failures to meet obligations, keep promises or perform responsibilities.  BUT…you say….what about the rest of the facts?  When you take those into account you are  “understanding” in the sense that we have described. 

God is speaking to husbands today from His Scripture. Last week He was speaking to the hearts of your wives.  Now it is for us men to hear His voice and submit to His order of things.  The vital issue here is not what it takes to be a good husband.  We have turned these passages upside down when we use them like instruction manuals for good marriages.  This passage…this entire passage is about how God created the world and the men and women…the husbands and wives that are in it.  It is about what He wants and How He ordered His creation…here He speaks of the family.  Ultimately it is about His perfection and splendor in all things. Christians can and do talk about “giving glory to God,” but until we give God the right to order His own creation…in this case our marriage…we are just mouthing empty words.  So let’s read from His Word:   

1 Peter 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

This verse is growing in the fertile soil we have just described.  It’s fruit satisfies three vital needs of every believing man.  

· The need to live with your wife according to knowledge

· The need to show your wife honor

· The need to obtain help from God to sustain your marriage and family
The need to live with your wife according to knowledge

You husbands:  If you are husband or hope to be you are in the cross hairs of this verse.  Not paying attention to this would be like Moses telling God he was not interested in receiving the ten commandments.  It is unthinkable that a man who calls Jesus Christ Lord would not want to know and hang on every word in this verse.  

In the same way:  Refers to a list of character qualities that should exemplify all our relationships as regenerate children of God.  They are: 

· Submit to human institutions [2:13]

· Live as Free Men  [2:16]

· Honor all People [2:17]

· Submit to your Masters [2:18]

· Entrust your welfare to God who is always just [2:21-23]

This instruction to husbands like the one to wives, is not a “stand alone” instruction.  It is an application of the instructions God has given to all men.  God has instituted the family.  God wants husbands to live as free men and to honor all people [honor the place that God has assigned to them].  Ultimately all of this is done by means of complete dependency on God. Total confidence that He will care for you.  Fallen people [in this context…wives] will fail you.  They may even dishonor you and defy you…but God will always cares for you. 
Live WITH your wives:  This is all one word in Greek.  There is a certain depth to this word.  It means to share a house as a home.  The home belongs to both husband and wife. They co-habit there.  It is never to be the wife’s house or the husband’s house it is to be your shared house and your shared life.  It also means to share one another’s bodies.  We belong to one another.  Besides the obvious sexual reference, it pertains to health and strength and a daily sense of belonging to another.  Men…you belong to your wives in this way as surely as they belong to you.  You also share a reputation.  A man who lacks ethics, generosity, compassion, honesty and the like brings all that into his wife’s life as well.  “Live with your wives” does not mean that you sleep in the same house with her.  It means that you share your entire life with her.  So…How are you to share your entire life with her??? 
In an understanding way:  The literal Greek phrase is “according to knowledge.”  Much humor is created in our world on the idea that a man can never “understand” a woman.  You ladies have heard plenty of these jokes and we all have laughed at them together.  We laugh because we are painfully aware that we do not understand one another.  There is plenty of difference between the genders.  
The problem… men…is not that we cannot understand women, but that we do not have knowledge about them.  Now please…hear me out at this point….You are not going to get this knowledge from the world!  And here is why: The world has rejected the creator along with His established order of things.  The world has been engaged for over 50 years in a deceitful attempt to deny the Creation order of men and women.  Only recently has there been some very slight admissions that perhaps…maybe…possibly…there might be some inherent difference between the genders.  Maybe…researchers tell us…little boys and little girls actually are different and so they grow into men and women who are not exactly alike.  
You need knowledge…and that knowledge comes from the Creator not from men and women who have defied Him by producing their own “knowledge.”  The state of affairs between men and women is at an all time low in our lifetime, because humanity has suppressed the truth of God about His creation. The Scripture tells us that God has a settled resistance to these lies.  The state of affairs between men and women is one of the demonstrations of His resistance [wrath] to the lies about marriage, and the nature of men and women. 
Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

What are the things God says husbands need to know about their wives?
Peter names two in this verse.  He starts with their physical strength and abilities. Men admire strength and desire it for themselves.  We like fast cars and big trucks and powerful athletes.  We want to be strong, but God did not make your wife that way.  If you are going to share your life with her on the basis of knowledge then it will have to be God’s knowledge about how He made her and what He cherishes in her.  A man after God’s heart will cherish what God cherishes and love what God loves. 
She is someone who is weaker: She does not possess the same force as a man. This comes from a word that means lacking strength.  It is usually applied to physical strength.  The Greek word is even used in medicine [asthenia] to describe physical weakness.  When describing the church of the living God as a human body,  God said this:  
1 Corinthians 12:18-22  now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.  19 If they were all one member, where would the body be?  20 But now there are many members, but one body.  21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."  22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;

We have made the observation that males admire and prefer strength, but God, who possesses all strength and power does not.  In fact, guys…this may surprise you…God does not even admire strength in men.  Truth be known… He works much of the time to make you weak.  We men work much of the time to overcome that by our own strength. 
In his second letter to Corinth, Paul described how God had weakened him physically.  He tells why, then makes inspired conclusions about the benefits of weakness.  The benefits of weakness???   What could those possibly be??  Listen to the Word of God on the subject of weakness. 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10  7 Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me-- to keep me from exalting myself!  8 Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave me.  9 And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.

Since she is a woman:  She is weaker because she is a woman…not the other way around.  The inescapable conclusion here is this…God made her this way.  Men…cherish what God cherishes.  Don’t look for and require in a wife what God has not put there. God wanted women to be exactly the way He made them. Men…if this is good enough for God why is it not good enough for us?
It is my prayer that we come to the place where we can honor God’s glory in His creation of our wives.  God requires you to show her honor just like he requires you to show her love.  Hearing God is easy.   Doing what God says is harder.  James describes a mere hearer this way: 

James 1:22-25  22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;  24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.  25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.

Therefore God says that our second crying need as husbands is to show her honor.  

The need to show your wife honor

Show her honor: The Greek word here is the word we get “apothecary” from.  It means to dispense or assign a portion of honor.  There is a very clear and inescapable conclusion to be made here.  God has given you this wife, who is a woman, who is physically weaker and who is stunningly different from you.  She is His gift to you.  We have already made that point. Nevertheless, hear the Word of the Lord as He expands on that thought! 
Proverbs 31:10-12   10 An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above jewels.  11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, And he will have no lack of gain.  12 She does him good and not evil all the days of her life.

Proverbs 18:22   22 He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the LORD.

Proverbs 19:14 House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent wife is from the LORD.   She is because of the Lord.  The Lord is the reason for her. 
Proverbs 12:4   4 An excellent wife is the crown of her husband

Men…husbands…Who is showering favor upon you by giving you this wife?  YES…it is God. Not only that, but she blesses you.  She cares for your needs in many weak and unnoticed ways so that you might work and be strong and gain honor in your family, community, church and vocation.  Here is God’s admonition to you:  As you are honored assign some of that honor to her.  Open the apothecary jar of honor and ascribe it to your wife.  Tell her.  Tell her children that she is worthy of honor. Tell her friends and brothers and sisters and parents.  Share the honor that God brings to you through this “shared life” with her.  Honoring her as God created her is a major way of honoring her Creator.  
Proverbs 31:28-31   28 Her children rise up and bless her; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying:  29 "Many daughters have done nobly, But you excel them all."  30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.  31 Give her the product of her hands, And let her works praise her in the gates.

If she is weaker than carry some of her load.  Carry yours and hers.  A godly woman is industrious and hard working, but she is weaker than a man.  Men…tip your hat to the God of creation saying “Lord…you are the master creator.  I find joy in the way you made my wife and how she reflects your perfect order of your universe.” 

As a woman, exalt her differences rather than resent them.  Do you really need someone exactly like yourself to share a life with?  God gave us these wives to complete us not to be like us.  They complete us because of God’s design.  They possess what we lack.
Genesis 2:22-24   22 The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man."  24 For this reason a man shall leave [break the bond] his father and his mother, and be joined [glued] to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

As a fellow heir of the grace of life:  The Greek word here means “joint-heirs.”  It is a message addressed to believing couples. Not all marriages are believing.  Some are mixed for several reasons.  Believing means both partners have bowed their knees and hearts before the Creator and accepted His remedy for their sin and His right to rule His Creation.  Husbands, we are sharing a life.  We are sharing honor. We are sharing wealth.  And, as believers, we will be sharing our inheritance in Christ.  Men…husbands…God has given you a wife who is your co-heir in the eternal inheritance which is… God Himself and His Joy. 
Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
How will we ever live up to these standards?  The same way we do anything else God reveals to us…We do it by being dependent on the Holy Spirit to change us and empower us.  We are not strong men!! You may be able to work 70 hours a week, but you and I both know that we are not strong when it comes to this requirement.  Our third and final crying need is…

The need to obtain help from God to sustain your marriage and family

So that your prayers will not be hindered:  Men…if you have not already figured this out…you need help.  God has placed you in charge of your family and you are woefully inadequate for the job.  Our wives usually perceive this long before we do and they panic.  Some families look like a  car careening down the freeway at eighty miles an hour with a unconscious man at the wheel.  Is it any wonder that our wives will grab for the controls or try to step on the brake or anything else that might bring some sense of order and safety to the family.  After all, the kids are in the back seat.  This is a serious business…being a husband. 
So how are we going to do this job?  Do we really need endless books giving us little hints on how to love our wives…or do we need knowledge from God and help from God?  We need prayers that are not hindered.  Hindered means “cut off at the pass.”  Before we can get to where we need to go we are stopped.  Before your prayers can get out of your mouth you are stopped by something…What is it that stops your prayers?
In this case, it is the ignorance of God’s Sovereign and Precious creation of woman.  His perfection in assigning her place in your family.  Her inestimable value to all things that pertain to you and her nature and frailty.  Let us start our prayers with joyful thanksgiving to the LORD of all the Earth.  
Psalm 100:1-5  A Psalm for Thanksgiving. Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing.  3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.  4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.  5 For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.
CONCLUSION

Marriage was not designed  primarily to meet your needs.  This may come as a shock in our “man centered” world and church. God designed marriage to reveal His image in the world.  He designed it to be the perfect daily picture of His Love for His own creation and their submission and devotion to Him. It meets human needs because of that.  

Genesis 1:26-27  26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

The New Testament also asserts this truth. While speaking of marriage Paul said this to the Ephesian church: 

Ephesians 5:30-32  30 because we are members of His body.  31 FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO   HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.  

Husbands…men…God has placed you out in front.  That is His Perfect Order of Creation.  You are not to shrink back in fear.  You are not to pity yourself your added responsibilities.  You are not to expect your wife to fulfill your calling.  But you are inadequate for the task!  You are trying to be strong, but know you will never be strong enough.  
Then do this instead…Be weak…like Paul the Apostle was weak.  Don’t wait for God to show you how weak you are….turn to Him now in full dependence and knowledge.  Knowledge of how He has created the family and dependence upon His Holy Spirit and Living Word to sustain you in your task. When you do this you are being exactly like your Lord Jesus Christ…

2 Corinthians 13:4-6   4 For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, yet we will live with Him because of the power of God directed toward you.  5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!”    Here is the test of faith…”Are you fully dependent upon God alone?”
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