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Take your Bibles and let’s read: 1 Peter 2:18-25   18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.  21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;  24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

At first reading, this appears to be a strategy for winning the lost to Christ and I have heard it explained this way many times. Many Christians use this as a “silent strategy for evangelism.”  If we behave properly toward authority, bosses and others in leadership in the world, we will find favor with them and they in turn will be drawn to Christ.  If we are “good enough” in the eyes of men they too will desire our Savior Jesus. Now it is true that we should be Christlike before all men, but not for that reason.  The experiences and teaching of Jesus and His preachers have historically  refuted this theory of evangelism.  

John 15:18 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.
John 15:24-25  24 "If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well.  25 "But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.'

Neither does Scripture teach that men will show favor to you if you behave submissively to them and show respect.   It teaches that God will show favor to you.    
False expectations are the bane of our existence.  Newlyweds are disillusioned when they discover that their expectation are not going to be met by one another.  The new car, house, stereo or job that promised so much almost never delivers that sense of satisfaction we expected.  The world traffics in “bate and switch” scams.  The church also has become such a friend of the world that it embraces many of their false expectations.  James condemns the entire concept of being friends with this world. 

James 4:4-7  4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?  6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."  7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

The metaphor in James is easy to understand.  No man or woman wants their spouse to be an “intimate friend”  to another man or woman.  They consider that a rejection and an act of hostility. A wife and husband are to take satisfaction in each other alone.  When believers [Christ’s Bride] fashion their lives around what the world thinks, wants and does…to the disregard of what God thinks, wants and does, they become estranged from God.  God considers love for the world a squandering of the Grace He has given you.  It is also pride!  Those who look to the world do not wish to bear the humiliation of following a man who was crucified as a common criminal 2000 years ago. 
Question: Do you want God to pour out grace in your life?  Do you desire a daily sense of His presence and care for you?  James and Peter both tell us to “own” Christ before men by embracing Him as our Lord and shunning what the world offers in His place. We own Him because He owns us.  Purpose not to be ashamed of your Lord?
This passage is not about how the world will respond to us.  
It is about how God will respond to us.
More specifically it is a clarion call to choose the favor of God over the favor of men. There are three things listed in this passage that please God.  They are all heart responses to our Lord Jesus Christ.  They are three actions that will make you Christlike. 
· Trusting Him while serving men pleases God
· Suffering unjustly at the hands of men pleases God

· Imitating Christ during your suffering pleases God

Trusting Him while Serving men Pleases God [18]

1 Peter 2:18  18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.  
All men are under authority in this world. This is a bitter pill to swallow for most of us.  It begins when we are around 2 years old.  For some the issue is settled in childhood and their life moves forward within this reality.  For others, it is never settled.  “Everyone treats me badly.”   “Someone is always telling me what to do.” “I had a job once but the boss was always telling me what to do.”  For these people life is a battle.  Jobs, family, marriage are difficult or impossible.  A relationship with God is unthinkable….because….frankly….God is always telling us what to do.  That is why He is The Lord God.  

Before Paul describes to the Ephesians the specific authorities that exist, he admonished us to be under them in order [for the purpose of] to honor Jesus.  

Ephesians 5:21  21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.   [look at the passage if there is time]
In other words if Jesus was willing to be in subjection when He was in the world and if He is our example and our Master [LORD], then this is why we should be under the authorities God has placed in our lives. God describes here some of the specific people and circumstances that we are to submit to.  

Servants: These are household servants.  It is not the most common word for servant or slave in the NT.  Such servants were also slaves and were not free to do whatever they wanted. 

Be submissive to your masters: They are told by God to submit to the will of their master. Now this is an interesting statement and it is very important that you get the nuance of this command of God.   It does not merely mean “obey.”  That was already a given.  Slaves already obeyed their masters.  The law of the land gave them no choice.  This is what it means to be a slave.  Slaves obey or else!!   The word “be submissive” means “to arrange yourself under their authority.”  To settle there with heart acceptance not resignation.  It means to yield, not to be forced to yield.  It is an attitude of the heart. 
This has total application to you my friend.  God has placed children under their parents, wives under their husbands, husbands under their bosses, bosses under their bosses, all men under the law and all men everywhere under the God of Creation.  There is no man in this world who is not under some “God Ordained” authority.  The question before us today is this:  Will we arrange our lives under it and yield our heart to God or will we resent it, hate it, rebel against it and have to be brought to heel by it?  This is not an admonition to a household slave 2000 years ago it is a question for you today.  What is your answer?

With all respect:  Literally…”In all fear.”   I cannot escape the conclusion that this is referring back to the verse immediately before.  
1 Peter 2:17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

These are all command words.  Honor is a command. Love is a command.  Fear of God is a command. We are to submit to our “God ordained” authorities precisely because they are “God ordained.”  We do it in all  “fear” of our God and Lord Jesus Christ.  

Perhaps you have said, “How can I ever respect a man or woman who lies, cheats, steals and abuses others?”   We only have to arrange ourselves peacefully under them in the calm assurance that God is our ultimate Lord and Master and is watching over our lives.  We do not fear them, but God. We do not believe for a moment that they can do anything to us that God does not approve.  
Good and gentle:  Morally good in the heart and kind.  Also gentle and easily entreated. If you are a boss of anyone or a husband or a parent my friend…this is God’s standard for you.  It is Christlikeness in nature.  It blesses those who submit to your leadership.  
Unreasonable: Bent, curved, convoluted. It is the word we get scoliosis from.  That is the curvature of the spine.  The spine is there and functions, but painfully and poorly.  It is not what it was intended to be. In the same way these masters are not what they should be.  They may function in that position but pathetically.  It is because of people like this that you will suffer unjustly in this world. Listen carefully…you will always have people like this in your life and you will always be treated unjustly.  What will be your response to it?  Consider God’s response!
Suffering Unjustly at the Hands of Men Pleases God [19-20]

1 Peter 2:19-20  19 For this finds favor if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.  20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.

What if those in authority are evil and ask us to do things that are opposed to our God and His Word to us?  Are we to submit to them then?  Does such a teaching require us to do evil in order to obey those in authority?  Absolutely not!!! But it may require us to suffer unjustly and probably will.  I remember being asked to do something wrong on a job once and I respectfully declined.  I knew I might be fired on the spot. My heart was in submission to God and I feared Him more than my boss. 
This finds favor:  This entire admonition is addressed to your heart.  No one can see it.  You can hide it by doing everything you are told at work.  Children can hide it by doing the things there parents require of them while at the same time resenting them and their authority to direct their lives.  Wives can “keep their husbands happy” while resenting all the little things they are doing in the family.  They may resent everything and still give the appearance of  “submission.”  

No! dear ones…it is not what you do that finds favor with God.  It is who you believe and who you trust while doing it. Our hearts should respect and submit ultimately to God.  As our Lord He instructs us to serve and submit to those in authority over us even when they mistreat us because He is our Lord and Master and we ultimately trust and rest in Him alone. 
For the sake of conscience toward God:  This phrase means “by means of the consciousness of God.”   In other words,  what this man is about to do to bring suffering upon himself is because he is totally aware of who he really serves, fears and submits to.  He is conscious of God.  I like the way the NIV translates this verse: 

1 Peter 2:19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.
Bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly: This describes a person who is placed under the burden of something that he or she does not deserve.  They have done nothing wrong.  In fact they may have done everything right and still their authority, boss, government, husband or yes even parent…if you are a child, still has treated them unjustly.  
When you do what is right and suffer: Right is ultimately defined by God and never, ever by men.  The word “right” means to do something that benefits others.  It is “good” not just right.  We can do things that benefit ourselves that can be technically right.  This is a goodness toward others. Let me see if I can give you an example.  
My parents were very put off by my conversion.  They did not understand it and thought I had lost my bearing.  I knew this of course after just a few months of being a believer.  One evening I was prompted to tell my 7 year old sister the gospel that Jesus died for her sins so that she could go to heaven with Him.  Much to my surprise my sister wept and confessed Jesus as her Savior.  At that moment my parents came upon this scene and were very upset that I had been saying these things to my sis.  I suffered some scolding, rebuke and humiliation for that incident.  I could have saved myself some grief, but I wanted my sister to know Jesus.  It was for her…it was good for her…it was therefore “right.”  

This finds favor with God:  We are conditioned to attribute all suffering and rebuke to wrong which we have done.  I am frankly amazed at how many believers fall right into step with this thinking.  Financial setbacks, problems at work, tensions in the family and opposition to our testimony of Christ.  

Do what is loving and compassionate toward others.  In other words…act like Jesus.  Trust Him to care for you in suffering and never think of how to spare yourself from suffering at the expense of doing and being what God wants you to do and be.  In all these circumstances know this: You are being like and following Jesus Christ.      
Imitating Christ During Your Suffering Pleases God [21-23]

1 Peter 2:21-23   21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,  22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH;  23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

Now I want to take a little survey:  When I say, “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,”  what is the first thing you think that example was and how exactly are you to follow in His steps?   If you said, “We follow in His steps by being righteous like Him” then you are not alone, but YOU WOULD BE WRONG.  This is how I have most often heard this explained, but God is  talking about suffering.  

For you have been called for this purpose: The purpose is clearly stated.  God has called us to suffer unjustly in the world.  He has called us to make certain that it is unjustly.  This just seems wrong to us.  Justice!!! That’s not fair!  It is just not right!  I didn’t do anything wrong!  All these and more have escaped our mouths…right?  But Peter tells us that we have been called for this purpose.  Satan will tell you that if you were really doing the right thing you would not suffer, but God says that He called you to do the right thing and suffer.  Can you accept this?  I mean really…can you embrace that God has called you to this in your life?   He is screaming at you from these pages.  
Christ also suffered for you:  Did Jesus go to the cross for some crime that He committed?  Was the unspeakable murder of the Son of God deserved by Him in anyway?  Now let me ask you something else.  Why did Jesus do this?  He did it because it was good and right.  He did it for the Glory of the Father and for the redemption of your enslaved, sin soaked soul.  He was mocked…have you ever been mocked for believing in Christ or that He created the world?  He was accused unjustly…have you ever been accused unjustly?  He suffered alone on the Cross….have you ever suffered loneliness?  He suffered for you!! 
Leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps: Now listen dear brother and sister.  God is giving you…of all people the privilege of following in His steps.  When you misunderstand this verse to say we are to be good like Jesus was good then you will never, ever follow in His steps.  Defeat, failure, disappointment and despair are our constant companions. But God has called you to follow in these steps.  Here you can go.  In fact…many of are there now, have been there already or know that you will be there again.  We will follow you Jesus.  
There is something else here that I pray you will be able to take in.  I want you to know this more than anything else I am going to tell you today.  
When you suffer for doing good Jesus allows you to know through experience how much He love you.  The pain of injustice, abuse and rejection are intense.  We seldom if ever choose such humiliation but Jesus knew it was all coming and still went to the cross for you.  This is why Paul told the Philippians: 

Philippians 1:29 … it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him, but also suffer for his sake,
Philippians 3:10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,

Jesus Himself said that what God wanted most from any man was to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”  Then God has granted that to you by allowing you to follow in His steps.  Suffering is the normal human condition.  It remains for us to decide if we will respond to it as Christ did. 
He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously: Suffering of any kind, but particularly of the type we have been discussing gives us the most precious opportunity to be conformed to the image of our Savior.  He entrusted Himself to God alone…never ever to men.   
CONCLUSION

We know now that serving men pleases God because it is an affirmation of and a submission to God who created and ordered all things.  When we submit from the heart to the authorities that God has ordained we are trusting Him to care for us and not men.  We know that those same men will often cause us unjust suffering because they do not know or love God. Mark this down: God is pleased when we suffer at their hands. Lastly, we know that imitating Christ during our suffering pleases God.  He set the example and through our unjust suffering we come to know in the deepest and most intimate way how He loved us. 

1 Peter 2:24-25 24 He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.  25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 
So that we might die to sin and live to righteousness:  On the Cross Jesus did much more than just save you from the penalty of sin. Verse 24 tells us that He came also to save you from the power of sin.  God used the suffering of His own innocent and precious Son to bring you to Himself for Eternity.  Hebrews tells us that it was a fitting way.  Appropriate from God’s point of view.  The right thing.  Through it God completed the work of redemption.

Hebrews 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

By His wounds you were healed: This suffering that Christians experience draws us to our Savior’s heart.  All men suffer, but only His children get to suffer like Christ.  Only you get to experience Christ’s loved for you at Calvary. 

You have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls: This really says “you have been returned.”  You were led astray, but God acted to bring you back. God has made you His possession.  You bear His seal.  It is the seal of the Spirit of God.  It marks you in the world.  If you own Christ the world will not love you.  You can be religious, nice, generous, benevolent, helpful and even kind, but you may not own The Christ of Scripture without reaction from the world, because He is the only God.  The only remedy for the sins of men. The only way to heaven and the only source of righteousness.  Christ plus nothing. Christ Jesus exclusively.  

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
Luke 10:22 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."

Acts 4:11-12  11 He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.'  12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."

In the end all men in all nations will acknowledge this truth.  God is calling you to acknowledge it now…

Revelation 15:1-4  Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished.  2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.  3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!  4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."
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