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According to God, we are living in a foreign culture…we just fail to recognize it most of the time.  When someone goes to live in a different country they are never fully at home there.  I remember how Thanksgiving day would come and go without so much as a mention when we lived abroad.  Similarly, everyone just went to work on the forth of July as if it were any other day.  We had brought with us certain customs and desires that made us strangers and aliens even though we worked hard not to offend or stand out too much.  

God has made you a citizen of heaven.  This does not give us license to be “so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good.”    We are treated as aliens and strangers but are to live as faithful subjects of the realm.   The truth is that we are living in Enemy territory… behind enemy lines…so to speak.  But, God has placed us here.  We did not sneak in over the border at night.  We were born by the will of God in a place that is not our home.  Until believers come to grips with this they will never understand the trials and tribulations of this life.  Your life is normal.  God has determined this knowing we would not fit in.  This is a recurring theme in Peter. 
1 Peter 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.

This explains much of what we experience.  We are living in a land that is not conducive at best, and downright hostile at worst to the soul of men.  We live in a fallen world with godless ambitions and desires.  Its pinnacles of achievement actually destroy the soul of men.  The Scripture is going to arm you to live in this type of world.  Now listen carefully for a moment.  This is not a passage about how to make God like you or even accept you.  It is about exactly what it says it is about;  Teaching you, the things which war against your soul.   Applying this will not make God love you more. Similarly, ignorance of them will not make God love you less.  They are the things that any loving father would teach his children.  Certain things in this world will harm you.  They are bent on harming you.  The world is not your home and it is not your friend.  You are not safe here.  DO YOU UNDERSTAND THIS?????
So what are these enemies?  They are:  The Enemy of Lust, The Enemy of Apathy, The Enemy of Resistance and the Enemy of Fear. 
The enemy Lust  [11]

1 Peter 2:11   11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.
Peter is not moralizing by telling us that we would be better believers if we just abstained from “fleshly lusts.”  He is telling us that we are unsuited for these things.  We belong to God and are citizens of heaven and children of Christ… not mere daughters of Eve and sons of Adam.  God has made this point repeatedly already in I Peter. 
1 Peter 1:3   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Peter 1:18-19  you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
1 Peter 2:9  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

This instruction is a continuation of this theme.  God is telling you what we were called to and reveal the reason and the power to live for Him.  Being like Jesus in this world is the greatest love we can show Him.  By it, we “own Him” before men.  As an added bonus,  nothing brings more blessing to us than living for Jesus Christ.  
I urge:  Literally…”I call out to you” of  “I call out  from right beside you”   It has the idea of a dear friend who comes to your side…take your arm and begins to urge you to do something that is for your good.  We have all had this experience and perhaps we have even been the urger.  This is not a rebuke.  It is an exhortation to life. 

Aliens and Strangers:  A not so subtle reminder of our status in this world.  We are foreigners here and we are just visiting.  This is the clear meaning of both of these words. 

Abstain from Fleshly Lusts:  The word “abstain” carries this idea: “you have had enough.”  We are in fact, overdosed on fleshly lusts and they have given us nothing of value. We all think we know what “fleshly lusts” are, but we tend to define it entirely too narrowly.  

Fleshly Lusts:  These are things which appeal to the temporal and physical.  We are not talking about the normal activities of human life. God created men and women to eat, drink, love, marry, laugh, play and be happy.  You are not to deny yourselves these things
Ecclesiastes 2:24   24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This also I have seen that it is from the hand of God.

Proverbs 5:18-19   18 Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice in the wife of your youth.  19 As a loving hind and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; Be exhilarated always with her love.

God is talking about lusts and not He gave to us.  Let me try to define this for you: 

“Lusts” consuming desires that offer what they can never deliver.  Like God, we forbid things to our children that harm them.  Such things promise satisfaction, but give only grief.  Some of the regrettably acceptable “Christian” lusts are  anger, disunity, envy, jealousy, slander and the like.  For some inexplicable reason many Christians will never lift a finger to deal with any of these, but are very circumspect about sexual sin and drunkenness. “Lusts” by definition are things you desire because you believe they will satisfy you.  They are also hidden to everyone, but God and you.  So until we act out on them only God knows about them.  God is urging us not to indulge our hidden desires because they war against our soul.  Ultimately we will act out our desires.  Let me give you one example of how a fleshly lust wages war against your soul. 
Fits of Rage or Anger:  “We are just getting it off our chest.”  “We feel better after we say how we really feel”  “We don’t want to be a hypocrite now, do we?”   This is a heart problem and it cannot be cured by reveling in it.  The real solution is not to get your anger “out.”  It is to let your anger “go.”  Letting it out only makes it worse.  We relive the anger again and again and every time we become more angry.    So how do you let your anger go?  

This is how…”Lord, you are the ruler of my life.  You can do anything you want with it because you are God.  You have chosen, to bring this person and this circumstance into my life.  I do not like it much but you are always good and all that you do is good.  I thank you for giving me the opportunity to trust you in this difficulty and to see your hand deliver me and care for me in it. 
Wage war against the soul:  Such things are acceptable in the world but are the enemies of our soul, leading us further and further away from the source of all true contentment.  It leads us away from our Christ who wants to give us true love, peace and joy.   We must seek it in Him alone not in this alien land.   Be aware my friends of the enemies of your soul. Renounce them while they are still unseen to the world and known only to God.  
The enemy apathy [12]

1 Peter 2:12   12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.

It has been said that this verse is here so that men will be converted to Christ.  If we are just good enough and righteous enough then men will see and want to be Christians too.  I wish it were that easy.  Truth is; much of the world ridicules the way believers live, considering them “fools” for giving up “so called” pleasures in this world for Christ.  Men are not interested in God and are not seeking God.  We need to know this up front.  

Romans 3:10-12  10 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;  11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;  12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."

Jesus Himself said that men could not come to Him unless the Father drew them.  God has to bring the minds and hearts of men toward the Savior.  All our efforts are meaningless if God does not act. 

John 6:44-45  44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.

So what is the Scripture saying here?  Simply this:  God uses men to accomplish His purposes.  He used someone to tell you the gospel.  He used someone else to pray for your conversion and He answered that prayer.  He almost always uses men and women to accomplish His plans among people in the world today.  

Keep your behavior excellent:  There is a reason for this command, but it is not what you think.  God has not put it on you to be good enough to win the world for Christ.  He has saved you and is in the process of transforming you so that you will be His prize.  His light in a dark world.  The salvation of no one is riding on your perfection.  God, however is working to perfect you for His own Glory.  How powerful is a God who will come and seek a hell bound sinner, forgive his sins, give him a new heart and then set about to transform his mind.  Don’t you think that is worthy of praise to God.  You can tell this story.  You do not have to be perfect to do it.  The church is mute in the world because we believe we have to be perfect to speak for Christ and that is not true.  

The thing in which they slander you: The world of Peter’s day slandered Christ.  They said he was common capitol criminal, deserving of the most horrible death.  He was mocked by His executioners and spat upon.  And,  He was impotent to do anything about it.  He just died like a lamb led to the slaughter.  What a weakling!  
And what does following such a man as this say about you?  You esteem a criminal, a pathetic victim who was put to death?  Life goes to the strong not the weak.  Who is going to take care of you if you do not take care of yourself.  

Just as hurtful are the things the world said about believers.  They were evildoers.  They rebelled against the nation, they ate their young and engaged in incest.  They were opposed to the social progress of the realm and they were atheists…Yes…atheists because they would not worship the one true God of the Romans…Caesar himself.  
Details may have changed, but the general approach is about the same.  Christians are seen today as; standing in the way of social progress.  We are blood thirsty and vengeful for desiring the death of murders in our society and we are hateful to women who need to have an abortion and we are atheists…Yes…The one true God of this age, we will not worship…Mother Earth.  We are polluters and eco terrorists.  We are obstructing everything the world desires.  

Now look up right now for a moment and listen.  We do not need to make these truths relevant to our day because the more things change the more they stay the same.  You are not suffering inappropriately in the world.  I want you to stop the hand wringing and “talk” about the coming persecution of believers.  It has never stopped.  It just changes some of the details from time to time.  We live in peace and protection under the hand of God and not the protection of government.  We are His children and the world knows it.  That is the source of all the animosity.  
As they observe:   What is the world to observe?  They are to watch us love Christ and one another.  They are to see us go about our lives in dependence upon God and not the world.  They are to observe Christ being formed in us.  Will it change them?  Will it cause them to want to turn to Jesus?  Only if God draws them.  

It will never be because of what we do. but will seldom be apart from what we do.
Glorify God in the day of visitation:  All men, both saved and unsaved will glorify God when He returns.  The rebellious and wicked will confess that Jesus is Lord just as surely as His own saints will. 
Philippians 2:10-11  at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Our lives here, are ultimately lived for Christ so that the world will confess that He is Lord of Creation.  That everything He ever did or said is just and good.  All men will confess that He is Lord….and Yes…God will use our lives as one of the means to draw men to Christ.  You are to be at His disposition for this.  Available to be watched, but not responsible for the outcome.  Only God takes that responsibility.  Your heart should be set on Jesus Christ and at rest in Him.  

Besides the enemy of lust and the enemy of apathy there is…
The enemy Resistance [13-15]

1 Peter 2:13-15   13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,  14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.  15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.

Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution:   Because the world is hostile to believers and slanders us our natural inclination is to resist it.  In fact we are often told this.  Sometimes directly other time indirectly.  If we do submit we often do so grudgingly because we do not wish to suffer the consequences.  Now that will make us exactly like any unbeliever if we only obey because we do not want to be punished.  

For such is the will of God:  God calls us to submit from the heart.  And not so that they will see how “wonderful” we are and come to Christ.  The truth is they will probably not come to Christ.  Only those whom the Father draws come to Christ.  So…why do we submit ourselves to human institutions?  

· So that men will glorify God in the final day of judgment.  God is worthy to be glorified and He says this will do it. 

· God desires such submission because it will silence the ignorance of foolish men.  
The ignorance of foolish men is the “agnosticism” of foolish men.  Again, God wants to reveal Himself in the world.  We are a key part of that desire.  You were made and redeemed for this purpose.  It is your destiny.  It is the greatest any man or woman could have. 

There is one final point in these verses.  It is perhaps the most important one also.  Such behavior demonstrates the state of our heart before God.  Is He the sovereign of the universe or is it “The King?”  Does God’s desire trump that of our government?  Will God ultimately have His way in the outcome of the elections presently underway?  Will God do with America exactly what He wants to do and will its people, economy and government become exactly what He wants them to be?  How you answer these questions depends on who God is to you.  
Psalm 89:5-9   The heavens will praise Your wonders, O LORD; Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.  6 For who in the skies is comparable to the LORD? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the LORD,  7 A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?  8 O LORD God of hosts, who is like You, O mighty LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.

Earl Morton at Knox’s funeral pointed to his grave and said, “There lies a man who never feared the face of any man”. Was that not the secret of his great success? He feared nobody. Nobody.  God is calling us to submit to men because we do not fear them.  God is Sovereign over the affairs of men and as Sole King of the Universe he vanquishes… 
The enemy fear [16-17]

1 Peter 2:16-17  16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.  17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.
The only free men are those who have no fear.  Perhaps it would be better to put it this way.  They only free men are those who fear God alone. 

Psalm 118:4-9  4 Oh let those who fear the LORD say, "His lovingkindness is everlasting."  5 From my distress I called upon the LORD; The LORD answered me and set me in a large place.  6 The LORD is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me?  7 The LORD is for me among those who help me; Therefore I will look with satisfaction on those who hate me.  8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD Than to trust in man.  9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD Than to trust in princes.
Act as free men:  Paul was often a prisoner but was never really bound.
2 Timothy 2:8-11   8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, according to my gospel,  9 for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.  11 It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him;

Do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God: As a bondslaves to Christ we cannot be brought in bondage to men.  This is a thought which requires some careful pondering.  I hope you will sit up and do that with me now.  We become true servants or bondservants to Christ when we do whatever He instructs us to do…right?  What he instructs us to do is submit to the authorities in the world because they are ordained by Him.  

Romans 13:1-2  Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  
Those who fear men will not submit to them.  They are afraid of what men will do to them.  But those who do not fear them will submit to them in obedience to God who is Supreme over all men and has established all authority. Trust  the Sovereign God. 

Honor all people:  Men are image bearers of God.  As such they are worthy of honor.  Evolution in any form is the ultimate offence to God.  To ascribe a masterpiece like humanity to mere chance, is a finger in the eye to the Creator of all things.  God made man to reflect Himself in creation and we say he descends from amebic slime. 
Psalm 100:3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
James 3:9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God;

Love the brotherhood:  Jesus intended to reveal the Glory of His own love for men through the church.  We would love one another in the same way that He loved us.  He would empower us to do that if we would submit to and rely upon Him.  In this way the world would know that He existed and was the one true God. 
1 John 4:8-12  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.

Fear God:  The proper fear of God vanquishes the fear of men.  You can mark this down.  You will fear one or the other!  To put is another way:  “to whom do you look for help and fulfillment?  Men or God.”  Everything in our nature and circumstance says, “look to men.”   God calls us to fix our eyes on Him.  
Honor the king:  This is only possible for the man who has completely given Himself to God.  Are you able to believe God when He says that He establishes rulers and then works through them to accomplish His will in the world?  Are you able to look past what you see when you would prefer the Kingdom of God?  
CONCLUSION

You are living in a foreign country representing the Creator of all things.  You are an ambassador.  You are doing it for your Lord.  He will tend to the inhabitants of the land and will turn the hearts of all those whom He wishes.  We are serving Him by “owning Him” before men. 
Do not just “tolerate” your life.  It is the one God gave you.  Embrace it instead. It is His gift to you and the most joyous opportunity to make Him known to men. Remember…your story is: “God redeems sinners…not that you are a worthy Christian.” And by all means…Do not fear men.  Instead live in awe of God. 
“God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.  2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea;  3 Though its waters roar and foam, Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, The holy dwelling places of the Most High.  5 God is in the midst of her, she will not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns.  6 The nations made an uproar, the kingdoms tottered; He raised His voice, the earth melted.  7 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold..  8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, Who has wrought desolations in the earth.  9 He makes wars to cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He burns the chariots with fire.  10 "Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."  11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our stronghold.  Psalm 46:1-11
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