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Introduction:

Material possessions have value for a number of reasons.  Everything in this world has a sliding value scale.  A 100 dollar bill in your hand has a certain value, but place that same piece of paper in the hand of a tribesman in New Guinea and it becomes worthless.  And why?  Because he cannot use it for anything he personally wants to do.  A bucket of sago or sweet potatoes has infinitely more value to Him.  

Things also have value because they are unique or “one of a kind.”  I recently read of a “penny” collection that sold at auction for 10 million dollars.  As far as I was able to tell all of those pennies were still just made of copper and had no greater value than the price of copper.  What made them valuable was that there were many of those coins that were one of a kind.  If you own it you owned the only one that existed.  Such “uniqueness” can make a pencil drawing on a napkin worth millions if it is the only existing one done by a great master. 

Material things are also limited by time.  They wear out, run down, grow old and so do the men who possess them. Money has no lasting value either.  It has a way of vanishing as quickly as it can be amassed.  

Proverbs 23:4-5  4 Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.  5 When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.

There are many men who, at the end of their lives, would trade all their possessions for a second chance to love a child or parent.  Wealth gained at the cost of the truly valuable is simply transferred to someone else. 

Proverbs 28:3  22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, And the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.
Proverbs 28:8   8 He who increases his wealth by interest and usury Gathers it for him who is gracious to the poor.

Gold coins are of no value if you are starving in the wilderness.  Canned food is of no value if you do not have a can opener and air conditioners are of no value in the desert if you do not have electricity.  In short…no material thing in this world has any absolute value.  

Non material things are similarly flawed.  Power dies with you because it is simply passed to another.  So does our influence, prestige, education and pride.  
Is there then… anything that has true value?  Something that is precious because of what it is and not because of who has it or what use can be made of it?  YES!  And we are going to read about it and study it this morning…so take your Bibles and turn to I Peter 2:7-10 and we will read it together now. 

1 Peter 2:7-10   7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,"  8 and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.
This portion of Scripture reveals the Surpassing value of God in Jesus Christ.  It demonstrates Christ’s Supremacy in three ways.  It shows  
· The Timeless Value of Christ [7]

· The Temporal Scorn for Christ [8]

· The Eternal Purposes of Christ [9-10] 
The Timeless Value of Christ [7a]

1 Peter 2:7  7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; 

This precious value:  Refers to the stone that God has laid down.  
1 Peter 2:6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."
It is Jesus Christ Himself and He is precious for all the reasons that everything else in the universe is not. He is precious to God because he revealed the glory of the Living God to men. 

Colossians 1:14-17   14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.
He is the life giver of all men.  Not only does time not affect Him in any way, but He actually made time and will end it again.  He cannot wear out and He can never be less valuable.  His power, love, grace and mercy are limitless as are all other things about Him.  The Athenians were men steeped in the temporal.  They did not know the Scripture and were disinclined to believe it when it was declared.  But none of this entered into the eternal value of Christ.  Paul preached Him just the way He actually was and not the way he thought would “play” in Athens.  Let me read you a portion of His sermon. 
Acts 17:24-31  24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;  25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;  26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation,  27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.'  29 "Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man.  30 "Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."
This precious value, then, is for you who believe:  All this splendid and precious value is only revealed to those who trust Him.  Trust is the essence of faith.  And trust always has something to do with the person of Christ in the Bible.   The reason that faith seems so empty and shallow to so many believers is found right here.  Men confuse intellectual assent to facts with Biblical faith.  Having sound doctrine and affirming it will not open the door to what is spoken of by Peter.  

Not believing in God [remember the Devil does that], but Believing God.
Faith is therefore a willingness to put your entire eternal destiny into the hands of Jesus Christ.  Biblical faith trust nothing else.  It is Christ Jesus plus nothing.  Every thing you add to Christ diminishes His Precious value:  

If you add righteous acts of virtue to Christ’s work on the cross you have halved His value.  He is no longer sufficient in and of Himself for your salvation.  Christ is diminished by the number of things we add.  It is entirely inappropriate to just add Jesus Christ to the pantheon of our own religion.  He claims to be supreme.
Isaiah 48:11  11 "For My own sake, for My own sake, I will act; For how can My name be profaned? And My glory I will not give to another.
Faith therefore is trust of His finished work on the Cross and we will see in this context it involves faith in His willingness and ability to transform us into His image.  It is  not His teaching.  Not our own intellect and certainly not our morality and especially not our religion.  Christ is precious to those who trust Him alone.  He is unique, one of a kind. The only God and Savior.  He is precious to those who will cast themselves solely into the His arms.  [7a]

1 Timothy 2:5-7   5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.  7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle
But sadly all men do not believe.  This same Precious Stone, our Savior Jesus is something entirely different to those who do not trust God.  Remember we are defining “belief” in the biblical sense here and not the religious sense in use in our day.  Belief is not intellectual assent to facts about the existence of God and Christ.  It is total trust in the person, word and character of God and Christ. 

The Temporal Scorn for Christ [7b-8]

1 Peter 2:7b-8….but for those who disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone," 8and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.
For Those who disbelieve:  Christ has NO Value whatsoever to those who do not trust Him.  His claims are hollow.  His miracles are doubtful.  His usefulness is next to nothing.  His commands are for fools to keep.  He is absolutely rejected as useful for achieving what men want to achieve. [7b]

THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED: So He is rejected.  He is examined and repudiated.  He cannot do what men want Him to do.  The word “reject” is the opposite of “Test and Approve” found over in Romans 12:2.  Here they have tested and disapproved.  This is the outcome of unbelief.  It will never approve of anything that Jesus did. 
· The Healing on the Sabbath

Matthew 12:10-15  10 And a man was there whose hand was withered. And they questioned Jesus, asking, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?"-- so that they might accuse Him.  11 And He said to them, "What man is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it out?  12 "How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath."  13 Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand!" He stretched it out, and it was restored to normal, like the other.  14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.  15 But Jesus, aware of this, withdrew from there. Many followed Him, and He healed them all,

· Forgiving the sins of the Paralytic.

Matthew 9:2-7  2 And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, "Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven."  3 And some of the scribes said to themselves, "This fellow blasphemes."  4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, "Why are you thinking evil in your hearts?  5 "Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, and walk '?  6 "But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins "-- then He said to the paralytic, "Get up, pick up your bed and go home."  7 And he got up and went home.
BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone: But He has become the main stone in the building.  The one that holds the rest of it up. This is the building that God is building as a holy temple to house a royal priesthood to give Him the Glory He deserves to have.  

A STONE OF STUMBLING: He makes men mad.  This is one of the clear implications of this term.  Have you ever stubbed your toe…your bare toe on something left where it should not be in the dark.  Jesus Christ came into the world as the light of the world, but the world cannot see the light.  The church goes to great lengths today to get men to like Jesus Christ.  But the one thing that God insists on is His uniqueness.  He cannot be added to and He will not share His glory or salvation with anyone else.  Frankly this is an offense to men.  Most men will go along until you get to this point…then He makes them mad. 
A ROCK OF OFFENSE; Christ is worse than worthless to those who do not trust Him [believe]  This is why.  He is a liar or a madman. He makes claims that they will not consider.  He claims to be God.  It is not true that Jesus never claimed to be God.  He did it over and over again.  Let me show you just two of the times He did this.  
John 8:56-59   56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."  57 So the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"  58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."  59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.

John 10:26-33  26 "But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  27 "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.  30 "I and the Father are one."  31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.  32 Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?"  33 The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God."

If He was not a liar he was a madman…and a dangerous one at that because He believed His own lies.  He was therefore an offense in every sense of the word to those who would not accept God’s  Messiah.  Like many today, they had created their own God and their own Savior.  And this strikes right at the heart of why men stumble over Christ.   
Because they are disobedient to the word:  Men stumble over Christ because they will not believe what God Himself says about Him.  They don’t believe God.  They may believe in God [remember the Devil does that].  Jesus made this point when talking to the Jews in John 5. 

John 5:37-40   37 "And the Father who sent Me, He has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.  38 "You do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  39 "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;  40 and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.
Even people who say they believe the Bible will argue about who Jesus said He was.  They will reject His promises to return and His assertions to be God.  They are offended…and consider it a scandal that Christ should be preached exactly as He claims to be in the Bible. I have often been mocked for using a literal and grammatical approach to the Bible, but let me ask you this…Is there any area of your life where you are allowed to change the meaning of words, grammar and sentences to suit what you want to believe.   Try this with the officer who is writing you a ticket.  “I didn’t think 65 actually meant 65 miles per hour.”  Try this with your power bill…”I thought 50 bucks would be enough this month…it seemed reasonable to me.”  NO, in no place in real life are men allowed to change the meaning of words and grammar.  The result is chaos in life and even unbelievers cannot live with that.  
God calls us to believe Him and that is why we apply ourselves to His words and grammar.  We want to know what He said so that we might trust Him fully.  This is the clear line of division between the unbeliever and the believer.  Do you believe the Word of God?

To this doom they were appointed: When men reject God’s Word as the chief revelation of God they actually doom themselves because there is no where else to turn.  
Parable of the vineyard:
Matthew 21:33-42  33 "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who PLANTED A VINEYARD AND PUT A WALL AROUND IT AND DUG A WINE PRESS IN IT, AND BUILT A TOWER, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a journey.  34 "When the harvest time approached, he sent his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his produce.  35 "The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, and killed another, and stoned a third.  36 "Again he sent another group of slaves larger than the first; and they did the same thing to them.  37 "But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.'  38 "But when the vine-growers saw the son, they said among themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.'  39 "They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  40 "Therefore when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers?"  41 They said to Him, "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons."  42 Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR EYES '?
· They cannot claim good works when they reject the source of all Good in the Universe.  
Luke 18:19   19 And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.
· They cannot claim higher learning when they reject the source of all knowledge in the universe.  
Psalm 111:9-10  9 He has sent redemption to His people; He has ordained His covenant forever; Holy and awesome is His name.  10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.
They finalize their own fate when they reject the person of God revealed in Christ.  

· The Person of God includes God the Son.  Rejecting the Trinity is rejecting who God says He is. 

· The Person of God is revealed to man through Christ.  Rejecting Christ as God is rejecting God as He has chosen to reveal Himself.  

· The Person of Father is made clear to men in His Son.  Rejecting the Son is the same as rejecting the Father. 

This seals men’s doom.  No one can reject the life giver and then expect to gain eternal life. No one can make up their own version of God and then make Him give them salvation.  The word “appointed” is also translated quite correctly “destined.”  Men determine their own destiny by rejecting the Word of God.  No appeal can be made to a higher authority.  No one will be able to argue in that day that The Scripture is unclear or unreliable.  It is the destiny of Bible rejecters to reject Christ and it is the destiny of Christ rejecters to perish. 
But Christ embracers…Christ trusters… have another destiny altogether.  

The Eternal Purposes of Christ [9-10] 

1 Peter 2:9-10  9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;  10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.
CHOSEN RACE:  Those born in the same place and traceable back to common ancestors.  The emphasis here is on our common source of life.  God gave life to His Children and He gave the same life to them all.  
Not only that but we are a chosen race.  God wanted you to be a race of people” apart from” and “unique in” the world.  

royal PRIESTHOOD:  You are not just priest’s  You are the King’s priests.  Priests are chosen by God and prepared by God for His service.  Your service is worship.  It is not other things that you might imagine.  There is a place for other things in our lives but our primary purpose in service is to give Him glory by praise and worship…and it is the worship and praise of the King of Creation.  God purposed to create for Himself an entire race that would offer worship to Him as priests. Your life has meaning as a worshiper of Christ.  
A HOLY NATION:  This is the word we get ethnic from.  It is a group that is bound together by similar last names and gene pool.  God is erasing all these lines in Christ.  I urge you not to try to retain them in your heart.  With Christ as the chief cornerstone God is raising a building that transcends all genetic, linguistic, geographic and religious lines.  It is in short…
A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION:  When it is all said and done this is what we are.  We are a people who belong to God.  And this is very important.  Christ’s people belong to no one but Him.  They are shepherded by Him and ruled ultimately by Him.  Men may be pressed into service to feed, care for and lead His people but they will also be held totally accountable for the way and the attitude with which they do it.  
1 Peter 5:1-4  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,  2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness;  3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

This is what God had folded you into.  All these beautiful analogies erase every value of men and replace it with Christ.  Men want:
· A Nation

· A Religion

· An Ethnic Identity

But God has made a people for His own and He included you in it when you trusted in Him alone. 

The benefits of the Cross come to those who trust solely in the Christ of the Cross.
So that you may proclaim:  You have something to say if you have put your total confidence in Christ.  Do you know why the church is mute?  Why we would rather talk about anything other than Christ?  It is because we are trusting in ourselves.  We are looking at ourselves.  We are trying to fix ourselves and we are doing a pathetic job at it.  
Who are we to speak of Christ?  I have committed many, many sins.  Even now I struggle in my inner self with every manner of corruption.  I dare not speak of the priceless and precious lamb of God.  I say no to this and so does God.  

We have the only message of hope in a dying world and sadly a dying church.  You are able to proclaim them, but once you understand His grace and mercy you will want…with all your heart…to proclaim them.  We proclaim therefore four things: 

He is Excellent:  Where do I begin.  I could talk about this for hours now.  If I start I am sure that the Holy Spirit will so fill my mind with the beauty and perfection of Christ that I may never stop.  This is my hope for eternity.  One matchless excellency after another forever and ever.  Let me name a few:

John 1:2-3   2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.
John 1:4   4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. 
John 1:14  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

2 Corinthians 5:21  21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
He has called us out of darkness and into light:  Instead of stumbling over Christ He now lights the paths of our life.  How beautiful is the dawn after a fitful night. How precious to see the hope of sunrise after the chilling darkness of life.  Who am I.  Why do I exist? What is the use of living?  Is this all there is?  Why do I suffer so many disappointments?  Darkness hides everything. The light of Christ reveals everything.
He made us the His People:  We belonged only to this world.  All men die.  All men without Christ die without hope because as Adam was taken from the dust so shall all men return.  That is a grim prospect.  Men seek to belong.  We wanted to belong to a family but alas we grew up and left it and our parents pass away.  At least we belong to a nation…but it disappoints and fails us so often.  We hoped in it but were disappointed.  We joined a political party but the candidates let us down.  We marry only to find that the person who promised to fulfill our every need turned out to be as needy as we are.  We are joiners or loners.  We want to belong but often end up totally alone in this world.  We are not a people.   But, God has made us His People.  We belong to Him and He does not disappoint us.  Earthly churches and Christian organizations are imperfect.  What we expected of our selves seldom comes to pass.  But we belong to Jesus Christ in all the ways we have just seen in verse nine. 
He gave us mercy:   
Titus 3:4-6  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,  5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
Mercy is God’s pity.  He sees our pitiful state and instead of acting in justice and righteousness toward us He acts in mercy.  Mercy is driven by compassion.  Not only does He decide in His mind to bring us into the light of the glory of Christ but He feels compassion and tenderness toward us.  God feels compassion for you.  God feels compassion for you.  Think it to yourself because you must believe it before you can proclaim it.  God took pity on me with tender compassion and granted me mercy. 

CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  Brothers and sisters.  Christ Jesus your Lord is everything.  Don’t try to  figure out how He fits into your life. Make Him the heartbeat of your life.  
Ask for a verdict:  You belong to God.  Your life belongs to God.  God created you to belong to Him and you will find eternal life and significance in Him.  The work of Christ on the Cross and continued by the Holy Spirit in the world opens the door for salvation and meaning to your existence.  When you trust Christ alone for everything He will become precious to you as He is to God.  
Would you be willing to give over to God today everything in your life?  I want you to think of the one thing that is of most value to you.  Place that in His hands.  The one thing you most want to keep.  Give that over to His care.  You are destined to be HIS. 

Psalm 73:24-26   24 With Your counsel You will guide me, And afterward receive me to glory.  25 Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
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