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Introduction:

Take Your Bibles and let’s read 1 Peter 2:1-6:   “Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,  2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.  4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,  5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."” 

Certain things are just expected.  Babies want to be fed.  They make that desire known very early on in their lives.  In fact that is about all they do for the first few months that they are alive.  They crave being fed and if you withhold food you will pay the price of a crying baby.  

There is something else that perhaps you have also observed.  Young children still want to eat and teenagers seem to still retain their appetites.  Even mature adults still look forward to a favorite meal.  Food is not just about pleasure although God certainly designed it to give enjoyment.  It is needed.  We must eat proper and nutritious food or we will be weak, sick and possibly die.  

This is one of two metaphors that God uses in this portion of Scripture.  The other speaks of a building that is growing to completion.  Every structure has a starting point but no structure is ever completed if all that is done is to lay the first stones of the foundation.  It must be built upon.  And if it is a stone building then the correct stones must be used and fitted in properly.  This is not a quick process but it absolutely must go on to completion if the building one desires is to ever rise to completion.  
So…God’s Word uses two illustrations of the Christian life.  One is a living baby and the other is a growing building.   Babies and building both have this in common…they need to grow to completion.  As believer we are to long for the nutrition that feeds our spirits and souls.  These six verses in I Peter Chapter two instruct us on: 

· Preparation for Growth  [1]

· Persistence in Growth  [2-3]

· Purpose for Growth [4-6]

We need to stop and consider what happens when we do not feed a baby or do not complete a building.  These are illustrations of the Christian life…and not just any Christian life…they are about your Christian life.  About where do you want it to go and what do you desire it to become?  Our text takes these two metaphors separately and so will we.  You will notice that they merge together in our passage to make a single point.  Here is that point. 

Without growth we will never fulfill the purpose 
for which God created and saved us.
Preparation for Growth  [1]

1 Peter 2:1  Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander,
God has strongly exhorted us to love one another.  In fact we have seen in the past week that the love of brothers and sisters is a defining characteristic of true children of God. 
1 John 4:7-13  7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

Do not fret over the fact that you struggle with this.  Christians can be bothersome and unlovable.  Some are only pretending to be Christians as we have been learning in our midweek studies on the church.  It is not possible for us to love one another as Christ has loved us.  That is exactly the point of John’s instructions to the church in I John.  Love is from God.  Seek it from God so that you might love the unlovely.  Depend on Him to give it.  If you do not want it and if you will not seek it perhaps that is proof that you do not know God.  This is what the Scripture clearly states. 

Therefore:  Because of this calling and equipping in love we are to do the following…

Putting aside:  “The word “putting aside” and “long for the pure milk” are related to one another grammatically.  The idea is this.  Putting aside needs to occur before “longing.”  Have you wished you had more hunger for the Word of God?  Perhaps there are some things that you need to “put aside” first.   CAUTION:  Do not use this information to judge your brother, sister, spouse, child or parent.  There are other possible reasons why a professing Christian has no “longing” for the nutrition of the Word.  The Word of God is always for us.  We examine our hearts in its light.  So let’s do that now.  
“Putting aside” means to take off and lay down.  In this verse it means to take it off yourself…in the way you would take off a dirty garment and toss it aside.  What are we to take off then?

Malice: This word means, ill-will, desire to injure:  Before we can expect to long for the pure milk of the Word of God we are going to have to change our clothes.  The first thing to go is all desire to hurt or injure.  But people have hurt us!  Yes that is true but we are preparing our hearts for Christ.  Remember, this is not just a list of commands.  This is a description of “HOW TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER FERVENTLY FROM THE HEART.” It is also how we prepare ourselves to be nourished and to grow up in Christ.  We all know when we have it.  It is to be laid aside like a garment. 

If Christ is the source of all pure love…and if this is how pure love expresses itself…you may ask and expect that the Holy Spirit will give you power to do this. 
All deceit:  To catch with bait, craft, guile…hence deceit.  It is way more than lying.  It often shows itself as an attempt to make someone believe one thing while not actually lying.   The lack of all deceit makes us transparent.  This is difficult because we know we are imperfect and therefore open to charges of sin and frailty.  Laying aside all deceit makes us totally dependent on Christ to protect our hearts and lives. 
Hypocrisy:  The acting of a stage player.  This certainly goes hand and hand with deceit. Now let me make something as clear as I can here.  When a Christian sins that does not make him or her a hypocrite.  It is when he or she pretends to be above sin.  Condemning all frailty and sin in others as if they themselves have never entertained a thought, spoken a word or carried out a sinful deed.  People love to catch Christians in their sins…and why?  It provides a justification for their own.  God has not yet perfected you.  Can I get an amen or a nod here?  God has not made you perfect in this life.  He has commanded you to stop acting like you are.  It is destructive to your growth and it harms the moral and health of the rest of the body of Christ.    

Envy: "Envy" is one of the lusts of the flesh (Gal. 5: 21). It is the feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the blessing or prosperity of others; this evil sense always attaches to this word…" (Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). Envy often serves as the motivation for other sinful acts. 
Some First Century preachers were motivated out of envy to preach.  They envied the attention Paul and others had received and wanted it for themselves. 
Philippians 1:15 Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good will;
We all have an inclination to envy.  It is one of the nasty realities of the human condition. 
Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another.
But envy like other sins can be laid aside through the work of the Spirit of God.  The “Spirit produced” “love of God” casts it down and a “longing” for the nourishment of the Word,  keeps it at bay. 

Here is a Scripture that kills envy.  DO this and you will put it off every time. 

Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
All slander:  It means to speak evil of one another. It is very subtle and we are almost always standing on the edge of it when we speak about one another.  That is because we are all sinners and if you look hard enough you will find some flaw, some inconsistency, some weakness, some…SIN in your brother or sister.  If you accept the commonly held explanation that it is not slander if it is true, you will in all likely hood speak evil of one another. 

When men are intent on slander nothing will deter them.  If a brother refuses to speak about a conflict or problem they say,  “See…he has something to hide!”  If he tries to defend himself, he is accused of being proud, arrogant and self-seeking.   Slander wants to speak evil.  It finds rational and justification for it.  Although we can almost never defend ourselves from slander….I beg you to guard your own heart from it.  It reveals a lack of Christlike love and blocks our craving for the sincere milk of the Word of God.

This is how we prepare our hearts to grow.  We make them available in total dependence to the Holy Spirit.  Our confidence is that God will work the miracle of transformation in our own hearts.  At the same time, in dependence upon the Spirit, we lay aside these barriers to our growth in Christ.  It is a double edged sword of the Holy Spirit. 

Persistence in Growth  [2-3]

1 Peter 2:2-3  2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,  3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

The Scripture uses the analogy of a baby to indicate a Christian who has failed to mature.

1 Corinthians 3:1-2  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.  2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,

Here the milk indicates that they have neglected their spiritual life.  They have failed to believe Christ and receive His strong and “meaty” words.  Paul is frustrated because they should have easily been able to do that by this time.  He started them out on milk just like a baby should have but they never progressed to the point of  being willing to take in the mature teachings about Christ.  The sign of their immaturity was divisions and quarrels among them.  They had their minds on the things of the sinful nature and not the Spirit of God.  

But that is not at all the use here. It is used here to describe our hunger for an experiential knowledge of our God. Like a baby persists in seeking food every few hours so children in Christ seek for the nourishment of the Word.  
Peter is calling for Christians to be like newborn babies,
without malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander.
Have you ever seen a newborn baby filled with these vices?  Of course not.  There interest is in getting close to their life giver and receiving the nourishment they need. Milk is the pure nourishment of babies and it will grow us into mature Christians.  
If we have tasted the kindness of the Lord: Are you satisfied to only taste the kindness of the Lord?  I have often spoken to believers…perhaps you can identify…who remember the joy and excitement of their first days after salvation.  They wish for it back.  They have settled into a dull, ordinary and frankly “meaningless and loveless” Christian life. 
Ill:  My dad loved to carve the turkey at Thanksgiving.  I can remember how he used to take tender juicy morsels and put them on his carving fork for us kids to take off.  We were so hungry after smelling that turkey all day.  We wanted to eat until we were stuffed and dad would give us a prime piece to taste.  It was not hard to get us to the table.  We had tasted the meal.  He had given us just the tiniest idea of what was coming.  

Have you contented yourself with the morsel?  Is the joy of its savor a distant memory?  Have you slipped back into the discord and grief of life?  Then come to the table and eat the fare the Spirit has prepared in His Word.  

The Cross is the greatest revelation of the kindness of God to you, but it is still just the appetizer for the feast to come.  How can I be sure of such a statement?  Because the kindness and love of God are infinite.  You will spend eternity discovering and enjoying  them.  The joy of it is inexpressible.  Listen to how Paul thought of it: 

Philippians 3:7-10  7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

Philippians 3:13-14  13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Romans 11:33-36  33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

We need to prepare our hearts for growth and persist in that growth.  Nothing will keep you on track more than a sense of Purpose for that Growth.   Talk to any child in your life and ask them how old they are.  They are always looking forward to that next year.  They love to say things like, “I am going on 8.”  Or “I am seven but my birthday is next month.”  They have some goals…To get big.  To be like Dad or be able to ride a bike, cross the street by themselves, or learn to drive.  Growing has purpose.  What is the purpose of growing for the Christian.  Is it just to get a head full of knowledge?  May God forbid.  There is nothing more frustrating than knowing things you are never allowed to do.  If you are going to teach a child to ride a bike then you had better buy them a bike.  
In the same way God has a purpose for our growth.  He is growing us up for a eternal and altogether blessed and satisfying purpose.  
Purpose in Growth [4-6]

1 Peter 2:4-6  4 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,  5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."
And coming to Him:  Dear Christian…are you coming to Him for everything you need?  Are you fully dependent on your Savior or are you still looking for the perfect friend, the perfectly satisfying experience on this earth, the perfect church, preacher or family.  Just as surely as none of these would save you, none of them will satisfy you now.  Christ is the sole remedy for your life.  Come seeking Him alone.  It is the Work of the Holy Spirit to make Him dear, intimate and satisfying to you.  It is Christ you are coming to.  He is the one you may fully trust. 
Psalm 94:14  4 For the LORD will not abandon His people, Nor will He forsake His inheritance.

Hebrews 13:5-6  or He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,"  6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?"

A living stone: God is building a spiritual temple for His glory.  It begins with this living stone.  Jesus Christ is the stone which holds up this entire building.  The world builds organizations, programs, and structures.  Christ is building a living church which he likens to a building.  That is why He was…
Rejected by men:  Men want to do the building.  They want to do the planning, set the agenda and reap the glory for its success.  This is why a simple carpenter who came declaring that He was the only Son of the Living God and that all authority, power and judgment had been granted to Him should be rejected by men.  He was not bold enough.  He was not aggressive enough.  He loved and forgave rather than hated and took vengeance.   The word “rejected” means cast aside.  They looked at that stone…measured it and considered it and then cast it aside as unworthy of what they wanted to build.  Jesus was rejected by men…
But is choice and precious in the sight of God: God took that cast aside stone and chose it.  Something is “choice” when it is preferred above all others.  And it is therefore, also precious.  Nothing else can take its place.  Nothing can compete with it in value. 
John 5:19-21  19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.  20 "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than these, so that you will marvel.  21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.
Ephesians 2:19-22  19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,  20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone
You also, as living stones:  Now this takes a turn toward the amazing at this point.  God has also made you a living stone. He took your cold dead heart and made you alive for a purpose.  Remember we are speaking right now about the purpose for our growth toward God in Christ. Paul told the Ephesians that Jesus was the chief cornerstone of His own church.  He is alive and He is building with living stones.  The church is the people.  It is the living church not the organized church.  God is a God of order, but you can put order in a dead organization.  Christ’s is a living building constructed with living stones.  
Are being built up as a spiritual house:  It is also a spiritual house.  It is being built up to be used for the purposes of the Spirit.  And the Spirit purposes to glorify Christ and Christ purposes to Glorify the Father.  
John 16:13-15  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  15 "All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

John 17:4-7   4 "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.  5 "Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.  6 "I have manifested Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.  7 "Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You;

For a holy priesthood:  Not only are the redeemed the building, but you are also the occupants.  A spiritual house or a temple, as Paul called it, is the place where God meets with men.  It is here that He bestows His favor, but there is way more to it than that.    Christ offered the sacrifice for our sins.  

Hebrews 7:26-27  26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;  27 who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.   
As priests the redeemed give God the worship He deserves.  

To offer up spiritual sacrifices:  So what are the “spiritual sacrifices” that we offer to God?  It is the sacrifice of praise.  It is the daily worship of God in His presence.  You are not only allowed there, but also wanted there. 
Hebrews 13:15 Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.

We may think that The God of creation has no compelling interest in our pathetic attempts at praise.  Didn’t He make the universe for that purpose? 

Psalm 19:1-2  The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.  2 Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge.  

Even stones can be made to praise God.  Why should the lone voice of Paul be of significance to God? 
Luke 19:37-40  37 As soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen,  38 shouting: "BLESSED IS THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, rebuke Your disciples."  40 But Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry out.”  

So why does God want me to praise Him?  Because men and women are His highest and greatest creation.  They were made in His image and placed within creation as the crowning demonstration of His glory.  Human beings are a continual reminder of who made and who owns the universe.  God is the creator and we are His image bearers.

And this is verbal praise. It is the kind of sacrifice a living priest would give.  

Let us continually offer: This should be your manner of life. Hebrews 13:15 says, “continually” offer in “every way and because of everything.” I am betting that you do not do this now.  It has not become your habit in life to offer praise to God for your everyday life.  I want to challenge you in this.  Do not pray your usual prayer at dinner today.  Instead look around your table at that meal and say this to those seated with you, “I am certain that we would not be here eating this meal if our gracious and generous God had not allowed it to happen..  Now I want to thank Him for His generous and merciful gift to us.”

A sacrifice of praise to God:  Yes it is a sacrifice!  How?  It cost you something to give it.  You took some of your precious time [and it is precious] and used it to tell of the greatness of God and give Him praise. God has equipped you for this service.  God tore the curtain of the temple in two so that we might approach Him directly through His Son.  

The high priest brought the sacrifice of an animal to cover the sins of the people, but we bring the sacrifice of praise.  Believe me when I say that a couple of words of praise in a Christian song once a week is not what is in view here.  This is praise that will cost you something.  It is after all…a sacrifice. 

The fruit of lips:  And it is spoken not thought.  God likes words and He likes to be spoken to and about.  His chosen method of making Himself known in the world has been throughout time “The Spoken Word.”  You do not need to be a clever, with a plan to outwit every objection to the gospel.  The next time someone tells you, you have been fortunate or lucky, respond instead with “God has been gracious and merciful to me.”  That is a sacrifice of praise.  
Why?  Because it gives glory to God by speaking His name in the world.    People want to do religious things for God…Go to church.  Take communion.  Give some money.  Read the Bible….but God wants a sacrifice of praise.  Would you be willing to do that? 
Hebrews 13:15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise-- the fruit of lips that confess his name.
Acceptable to God through Jesus Christ:  God accepts the praise and worship of His imperfect children.  He is not a petulant father seeking to find fault.  He desires your presence and your praise.  He has made you His child for that very purpose.  He will accept your worship.  He desires your worship.  It is the Purpose of all Spiritual Growth for Believers.  
AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED [2:6]:  The man who presses forward to offer himself in the worship of Christ will not be shamed or humiliated in God’s presence.  In Hebrew usage a man is said to be “put to shame” if he hoped strongly in something that turned out to be untrue or if someone made a fool out of him in the community.  God will never do that to His children.  

Hebrews 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
CONCLUSION

Life without growth to maturity is not healthy.  We will all eat lunch today.  That is normal.  How many days can you go without eating?  How will the building ever be finished if someone does not work on it?  God uses human means to carry out His tasks.  He is always the one perfecting, but we are the ones yielding in concert with His purpose.  
I want to ask you today to purpose to prepare yourself for growth.  You need to prepare your heart.  God will grow you.  But, the life of Christ does not grow in the soil of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander.  The Holy Spirit can strengthen you to put all that away today.  If you find it on the counter tomorrow…then He will enable you to put it away again.  Some things have a way of returning.  In Christ’s strength we are to put them away.  
God wants you to come to Him as a baby seeking nutrition.  This is why you read the Bible and place yourself under its the preaching.  Come seeking the Savior and the pure and delicious food He gives?   
Are you willing to allow God to make that difference in your life?  Then,  purpose to identify and deal with things in your life that prevent your growth.  Always replace them with the Word and Worship of the Living God.  It is never enough to just stop doing wrong…we must always replace that with things that are imminently right to do.  
Romans 6:13…do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.

Closing Prayer
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