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Introduction:

Petty jealousy, hurt feelings, misunderstandings, snide remarks, hurtful comments, judgmental attitudes, criticism, gossip and lies are the standard fare at the table of most churches I have been a part of over the years.  It is not that everyone does this all the time, but everyone carries out some of it, some of the time. The result is that the church of Jesus is often rife with strife and pain.

Start with a paradox:  Here is a question for you to ponder.  How can a group of people who profess to follow the most loving human being who has ever lived upon the earth, be reduced over and over again to the level we have just described?  And lets make it even more precise:  How can two people…never mind the organized church…how can two people who profess to have been brought to life by Christ treat one another the way we have just described. 

· We prefer to act like the children of men instead of the children of God: 

1 Corinthians 3:3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?
· Our lack of love reveals our self-centered nature: 

James 3:16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.
· Looking down on others makes men feel better about themselves:

Romans 14:1 Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions.

· We are not passing on the grace that we ourselves have received from God: 

Ephesians 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

The question before us right now is this:  How can two or more professing followers of the God of Love continually live, think and behave this way?  There are two possibilities and both are well within the framework of what the Scripture teaches.  

· Such people are simply not converted or redeemed by Christ.  They are deluded and have imagined themselves to be Christians.  This is a real possibility for many people.  The church in our day has created an “easy believism” that requires no commitment on the part of converts.  It is said to be enough to simply give intellectual assent to certain doctrines regarding Christ.  Jesus on the other hand taught that men were radically forgiven and transformed by coming into contact with the Living Christ.  
John 7:37-39  37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.  38 "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'"  39 But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

John 6:33-35  33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world."  34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, always give us this bread."  35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.

· We are Christ true children, but have not grown up into the truth.  Men are easily drawn back to their old habits of life.  We often behave like immature children who believe that we must get what we want in order to have joy and happiness in this life.  When you stop and think…please do this with me for a moment…When we stop and think about what brings about strife, jealousy, anger and alienation it will always be because someone was denying us what we believed we needed for a happy and fulfilling life.  That person stands in the way of what you desire to see or obtain.  We simply cannot be happy until we get what we have set our affections on.  
Examples: 
· I require my food to be served a certain way in order to be content.  If the waiter brings it in some other way I will be angry and verbal. 
· I cannot stand the thought of “So and So” being President of the US.  I will never be happy as long as that person is president.  

· I cannot abide certain types of Christian Music.  Unless I can have the kind of music I want I cannot be happy with my church.  

Christians are often like petulant children in a playroom.  Perhaps you have observed a 3 year old go over and rip a toy out of another child’s hands because he or she wanted what they wanted right then.  When an adult intervenes with another perfectly acceptable toy and tries to persuade the little tyrant to give back the toy and take another one…the war is on. 
Our passage speaks of the second possibility today.  God is speaking to His own children.  Their confidence is not in church membership, baptism, confirmation or sound doctrine.  They hope instead in Jesus Christ alone.  They know He died for them and lives to intercede for them.  Nevertheless, they lack love for one another. 
This passage will help us understand why we fail so often to love one another as Christ commanded us to do.  Why do certain things infuriate me and certain brothers and sisters give me grief?   The answer is much simpler than you might think.  You do not have love to give.  What God commands in passages like these is simply not within your ability to obey.  God’s Word in this passage will reveal: 
· The Establishment of Fervent Love [22]  [Where it comes from]  
· The Enabling for Fervent Love [23] [How we acquire and use it]

· The Enduring of Fervent Love [24-25] [How lasting it is]

The Establishment of Fervent Love [22] [Where it comes from]
1 Peter 1:22   22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,
In obedience to the truth:  Perhaps you have had the experience of deciding to obey some teaching that you have seen in the Bible.  You become convinced that you should not lie or you should stop behaving in some other way.  Men and even children soon realize that if the outward behavior changes the heart can remain unchanged.  Our church family and friends will only see what we show them.  Men and women can be pretty cocky about keeping rules.  This is why the defining characteristic of a child of God is the heart.  Jesus knew that He was preaching to a bunch of commandment keepers.  Isaiah spoke of this very problem centuries before: 

Isaiah 29:13 Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,
So what does Peter mean by “Obedience to the truth?”  It is not religious commandment keeping.  Jesus unmasks bogus religion by commanding our hearts.  Men cannot contend with their hearts.  We know they are out of control so we prefer “being good” on the outside. 

John 15:10-13  10 "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love. [so far so good…remember these are practiced commandment keepers that Jesus is talking to]  11 "These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.  12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.
Take a close look at what Jesus says here: 

· This commandment produces the full joy of the Lord.  We simply will not enter into the Joy of God if we will not love one another. [11] 

· We are to love one another in the same way that He loves us…laying down our lives for one another.  [12, 13]  Are you adequate for that?  Is there someone that you can hardly stand to greet let alone lay down your life for in love? 
2 Corinthians 3:5-6  5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,  6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

The Bible teaches dependence on God when it commands us to be like Him. What is “obedience to the truth”  if it is not “commandment keeping?” 
It is submission to Christ as the only source of love for God and one another.
Obedience is the word that often means submission to and dependence on. 

The Truth is our Savior Himself.  

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Purified your souls:  When we submitted our souls to Christ He purified us.  Peter has already spoken in this chapter of how Christ is the sole provider of our salvation. 
1 Peter 1:3-4   3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away

We do not purify our souls by keeping commandments.  No, no, no.  Our souls are purified by Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit when we submit them to Him in salvation.  You have been washed, clothed and prepared for good works.  

Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
Galatians 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
For a sincere love of the Brethren:  Your good work here is central to your entire life as a child of God.  Nothing else in Scripture trumps this one solitary work.   The Scripture makes it the defining characteristic of all Christ’s children.  We do not possess the ability to carry it out because we do not have the love required to do it.  Remember…It is the Love of Christ.  It is the same love with which He loved us.  It is not our best effort.  It is not love directed toward those we agree with in the church or those we like or even admire.  It is supernatural in origin and obtained in the same way we got our eternal salvation…it comes from God by grace.  You must receive it from Him.  
Our submission to the Savior at salvation, purified our souls and prepared them for this great work that Christ was going to do through us.  “We are His workmanship” and the works were “prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 

Before we come to the command in this verse…perhaps we need to take a moment to back up to the beginning:

· Are we trying to live the Christian life in our own strength?

· Are we trying to love the unlovely with our own love?

· Are we depending on what we can bring to the table to keep the commands of Christ?

Lord, help us to see our own inabilities in this area.  Not so that we can be discouraged and defeated but for the exact opposite reason.  Fill us with your love.  Send the Spirit of God to produce what only He can produce…”Love, Joy, Peace.”  These are yours to give. We hold out our empty hearts to you Lord.  Fill us that we might love one another with the very Love of God and not with our pathetic substitutes. 

Fervently Love from the heart: This is the command!  Having prepared ourselves by humble dependence upon Christ we are now poised to let Him get glory for Himself in His Church.  He will grant us love for one another.  He will pour out love for the unlovely.  You can and must ask Him to grant you love for the person who most vexes you.  The command is to “fervently love from the heart.” God will teach you how to love.  I cannot.  I commend Him to you.  He is up to the task and fully willing to carry it out in your life. 
1 Thessalonians 4:9   9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;
This is the origin of “Fervent Love.”  It is sourced in God.  It flows to man through Jesus and was revealed to all creation at the Cross.  Love is established in creation by God,   

but how is it enabled or “turned on” in your life and mine?
The Enabling for Fervent Love [23]

1 Peter 1:23  23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.
You have been born again: God has made you alive with His own life. He has given you eternal life.  We are not born again because we believe certain things about God and Christ.  We believe certain things about God and Christ because we have been born again.   I know such a statement runs counter to what you have always thought, but remember, we have always said that God gets to say what happened to us at salvation and not us.  This is what God says:
1 Peter 1:3  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Ephesians 2:4-6   4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

John 6:44-45  4 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  45 "It is written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.

It is our New Birth that enables a man or woman to first experience God’s love for him and then experience God’s love for others.  It is a work of the Holy Spirit in our day.  Jesus sent Him into the world for that very purpose.  
John 3:6-8  6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7 "Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  8 "The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

Galatians 5:22-23  22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Not of seed which is perishable but imperishable:  Not from you but from the Spirit of God.  Jesus taught and the rest of the New Testament confirms that the Holy Spirit is the person of the Trinity who makes us spiritually alive in Christ.  The concept of the words translated “perishable” and “imperishable” is mortal verses immortal.  In other words our new Spiritual birth is immortal.  In giving us His own life He has also shared His immortality with us.  
Spiritual life in the Bible is life spent in the eternal presence of God.  Spiritual death is life spent in eternal separation from God.  If God is the source…and He absolutely is…of all that is good and desirable in this creation, then total separation from God means the absence of all that is good and desirable in creation.  This is hell.  Men who desire to go there believe that there they will be free of the influence and judgment of God.  They can enjoy their sin, but nothing could be farther from the truth.  Sin is the way man seeks all the joyful and desirable things in creation while rejecting and even hating the God who created them for him.  He will get absolutely nothing in hell.  Not one single thing that men desire will be available to them in hell because God is the source of them all and they have rejected His love for them right up until their own death.   Our birth is into the life of God.  That new life will never perish.  
Through the living and enduring Word of God:  
· It is living because it comes right out of the very being of God Himself.  

2 Timothy 3:16  16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  

“Inspired” means breathed out by God.  It was not the writers of the Scripture who were inspired but the Scriptures themselves.
Hebrews 4:12-13  12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

Again the Like the Truth in verse 22  the “Word of God” is associated directly with God Himself.  The Word is personified in the person of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
John 1:14  14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

· God’s Word is enduring because God Himself is enduring.  
Matthew 5:18 "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Psalm 119:89  89 Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.
Isaiah 40:8  8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.
It is through the instrumentality of the Word of God, which is living and eternal, that God gives new life through spiritual birth to His chosen.  So lets see what we know so far.  
Love belongs to God.  Even when He commands us to love we are not able to do so any more than we were able to bear our own sins, give life to our own spirit or open our own eyes to see the glory of Christ.  Love has its origin in God.  If we are to ever have the love of God for Him and others it will be He who gives it to us.  Love is established in our hearts through a work of God there. 

That love is enabled or energized when God made us alive with Christ.  Our New Birth is to an eternal life.  Unlike anything we can do in our humanity here, this is an everlasting birth.  God does it through His “living and enduring” Word.  God’s Word cannot be separated from Him.  It is not a question of the Bible or God. There is only the Bible and God.  No man knows the Bible until He knows God and no man knows God apart from the Bible.

Lastly this love of God with which we are to love one another endures forever because the Word of the Lord endures forever.     

The Enduring of Fervent Love [24-25]

1 Peter 1:24-25  24 For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF,  25 BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER." And this is the word which was preached to you.

All flesh is like grass:  Now try to hear what God is saying here.  Is there something wrong with grass?  Is grass bad?  Men do have a glory, but it is like the glory of grass.  Have you ever seen a grassy meadow filled with flowers by a high mountain lake.  It is a thing of beauty.  It has a glory and it has a beauty, but in 8 weeks it will be gone. 
Its Glory like the flowers:  It is sadly a glory like the flowers.  All the roses sent on valentines day will be pushed into a landfill the next week.  A dozen roses is breathtaking to behold and yet they are withered in days.  All that men do and are, does not endure.  He is compared to grass and flowers…though beautiful for a moment they cannot and do not endure.  
The Word of the Lord Endures forever:  But the Word of the Lord endures.  This is the spoken word.  It is the articulated Word given out by God.   It is eternal just like God Himself.  That which comes from the Immortal God is Immortal.  What ever comes from the source of life is living.  

Unlike men, God is enduring and so is His glory.  What He says will not loose its ability to give life to men.  We should not entertain for a moment that the our society can no longer be reached by the Word of God.  The opposite is true.  It cannot be reached apart from the Word of God.  It is the spoken, living and eternally enduring “Word of the Eternal God” that was preached to you.   
The Word which was preached to you:  God wants us to know that we do not receive eternal life and love apart from the Word of God.  God speaks to us through the Bible.  The word “preach” speaks specifically of the Gospel message.  It is the “good news” that although men are lost and incapable of ever saving themselves, God sent His own Son to save us.  
He took sins that were not His and gave us righteousness that is not ours.
This is how we can hope to “love one another.”  It is the gracious gift of God. He gives it because it puts His own glorious love on display in the world.  If you want your life to count for God’s glory…Love one another fervently. 
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  Love is Established by God. Love is Enabled by God and Love Endures because of God.  
Why is this text in the Bible?  To make us focus on God and not ourselves.  As soon as we begin to see these commands we start to focus our own strength toward keeping them.  How will we ever love the unlovely?  We will not.  We will just pretend to because that is what everyone else is doing.  God strips the mask away when men live in a family together.  The closer you get to your brothers and sisters the more of their flaws you see.  This is why we keep somewhat apart from one another.  We are easier to love from a distance. This my friends is not the love of Christ. His was without condition and is still freely given to you so that you can give it to someone else.   

Ask for a verdict:  There is someone in your life that you know you should have love for but do not.  You have tried.  You pretend, but they secretly drive you crazy.  You wish they were not in your life.  This is the person God is calling you to love with the exact grace driven love that Christ displayed toward you at the Cross.  Not only that, but He continues to love you this way.  God calls us to humble ourselves and ask Him to give us His own love for one another.   

What can the people do to carry out the sermon this week: To love one another requires your full submission to the will of Christ. [You already know He has commanded you to love one another]  It also requires your full dependence upon the Holy Spirit. [You know that you cannot love the unlovely]  God will not excuse us on the basis that we loved the lovable.  This was exactly the point of Jesus’ sermon in Matthew. 

Matthew 5:46-47  46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
· Don’t speak hurtful words:  
· Don’t grieve the Spirit who indwells and empowers you. 

· Don’t harbor your offenses and angers

· Don’t withhold forgiveness   It is yours to give.  It does not depend on the other person. It is based on love and that love is God’s and He gives it to all who seek it in humility. 

Ephesians 4:29-32   29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.  30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

When you love one another you experience in your own life the Love of God. And you realize how much it took for God to love you.  Come to the foot of the cross and weep for the joy of being loved this way by your Savior.  Grace, mercy, and love…all poured out on you.  Enter into the full Joy prepared for you. In humble obedience ask God to give you fervent love for one another…from your softened and dependent heart. 
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