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Introduction:

Have you ever wondered what the “Fear of the Lord” actually feels like?  Most of us equate fear with something unpleasant and painful.  No one fears going out to dinner at their favorite restaurant.  But how is it that we are intended to “fear God?”   And more importantly, how are we to fear Him?  What shape does such a fear take and what effect should it have on our daily Christian life?

When Israel [The Nation] finally came face to face with her God she recoiled in terror at what she saw and felt. It was experiencing God Himself that caused this reaction and God has never said He was sorry for it and never implied that their reaction was mistaken.  
Exodus 19:16-19  16 So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.  17 And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.  19 When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.
Exodus 20:18-20 18 All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance.  19 Then they said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but let not God speak to us, or we will die."  20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin."
Until this time, God had not revealed Himself directly to His people.  He had spoken to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  He had spoken in a dream to Joseph and in a bush to Moses. Israel had always been buffered from the person of God through these various representatives, dreams and miracles.  Now they were to stand before God…”To Meet God”  the passage says. And what they encountered terrified them.  God was way more awesome than they ever imagined and I am reasonably certain that that is true of you and me today as well.   Even here at Sinai, God insulates them somewhat from Himself.  The mountain burned, the earth shook and God’s voice thundered.  This is a formula for anxiety and alarm. And God wanted them to fear!  Yes!  He wanted men…His people…to fear Him.  The question before us today is: does God still want us to fear Him?  And, if He does, what does that mean and how should it affect my everyday life?
The final verse of the passage we just read will help us understand the fear of the Lord.   So look at Exodus 20 and verse 20.   
Exodus 20:20  20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin."

Moses told Israel…not to be afraid.  Of what?  That God was going to kill them.  That was their fear.  God is so awesome that His presence overwhelms fallen and sinful men.  Moses commanded Israel not to believe that God was going to kill them.  Instead, God had another purpose altogether to scare them nearly to death…no pun intended.  God wanted to test Israel or give them this trying experience.  Remember, God never tests men so that He can see what they will do.  He tests men so that we can see what He will do.  In this case God revealed enough of Himself to Israel to cause them to fear for their lives.  “Do not be afraid…God is only trying to scare you.”

And why?  So that He could show them something about Himself…He is majestic, and overwhelmingly powerful.  He is Sovereign and can therefore act without opposition from any being in the universe.  Nothing can thwart His purpose or action. Most men simply do not see God this way.  They imagine Him as a distant and withdrawn God. Perhaps He is too old to do anything about the affairs of men.  Or too nice to judge the sins of men.    Men who have no fear of God have no knowledge of Him either.  This is a simple fact. 
Proverbs 1:7 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction.

And this is the reason for fear.  God wants you to know this side of Him.  There are not two God’s in the Bible…an OT God and a NT one.  God’s revelation of Himself to men has been progressive and it begins with fear.  You do not have true knowledge of the one and only God of Creation if you do not embrace His awesome Supremacy over creation and over you. 

If God is not the one who can destroy all things then
He is not the one who can save all things either.

The entire proposition goes to the heart of “who God is.”  This sets the stage for our study in I Peter today.  It begins with the fear of God and ends with the hope of God.  Along the way it teaches us three things about our God. 

· He is the your sole and Awesome Judge [17]
· He is the is the sole source of your redemption  [18-19]
· He is your sole hope of heaven  [21]

1 Peter 1:17-21 17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you  21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

He is your sole and Awesome Judge [17]

1 Peter 1:17   17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;

If you address:  Or because you address.  There is an assumption that we are calling upon God as our Father.  That’s true isn’t it.  Don’t you pray to your heavenly Father?  The Scripture just wants us to back up to square one and have the whole picture of who that is. Yes He is “Our Father,” but our father is the impartial judge of every man in creation.  
We have all either met someone or seen a film about someone who says something like, “you can’t treat me this way…don’t you know who my father is?”   And, on this earth men do escape accountability because their father can throw his weight and pull his strings so that a son or daughter gets a pass on their behavior.  But our father is not a man and does not possess that character flaw.  

The one who impartially judges:  This means literally that God does not take into account, who a person is in order to pass judgment on their works.  Presidents and day laborers are all the same to the impartial judge of men.   
Conduct yourselves in fear:  We have to rid ourselves of some of the false ideas that men have of God.  This is especially true since the time of the Cross.  Grace has come to mean that God does not care about sin.  That everyone gets a free pass before the judge of the universe….that men can be converted by formulas, memberships, prayers and rituals.  That Christ is ONLY gentle, meek, mild and gracious.  The emphasis here is on ONLY.  Jesus is all that but He is also the righteous judge of the universe.

Luke 3:16-18  16 John answered and said to them all, "As for me, I baptize you with water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  17 "His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."  18 So with many other exhortations he preached the gospel to the people. 
John 5:21-23   21 "For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.  22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son,  23 so that all will honor the Son even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

Revelation 19:11-21  11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war.  12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.  13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.  14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses.  15 From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."  17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God,  18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great."  19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.  20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.  21 And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.

Those who resist, reject and revile Christ will be the objects of His judgment.  All men will give an account to Jesus Christ…God has willed that to be so.  

God wants us to know this side of Him because it assists us in our battle with this sinful world.  There is total justice in the universe.  God will apply the same standard to every man and woman who has ever lived.  
How does this work then for you who have come to the Cross?  I mean…are we still to fear the judgment of God against our sin?  NO.  We are to fear God not His judgment on us.  He is an awesome GOD and a righteous one.  He did not give us a pass on our sin.  You are not better or special.  You are calling on a father who is the sovereign judge of the universe.  At the Cross Jesus took your judgment.  He did not overlook your sin.  He bore it away from you Himself on Calvary.  If you do not trust Christ alone but your own righteousness then you will give an account for every sin you have ever committed.  It is an all or nothing proposition before God.  
James 2:10-13  10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.  11 For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.

The reverent awe of God cast out the temporary fear of men.  We will certainly bend to one or the other.  We will allow our earthly life to be accountable to one or the other.  We will be conformed to the thinking and values of our age or we will worship and submit to God instead.  
During the time of your stay on earth:  The word “stay” speaks of a traveler’s journey through a foreign land. It is a reminder of Peter’s description of us in verse two.  You are aliens and strangers.  You are just traveling on this earth and not staying here.  This seems like a small idea but it is central to the entire message because…this is not your hope.  Listen carefully…
This life and world are not your hope for joy and salvation…
And Neither is Heaven
He is the is the sole source of your redemption  [18-20]

1 Peter 1:18-20  18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you.
Redeemed:  This is a word that speaks of release after the payment of a ransom. It is one of the most compelling themes of Scripture. God redeemed Israel out of Egypt.  He made Egypt pay for it herself.  
Men imagine that things they do or own are of value to God.  We could not be more mistaken.  Nothing of man or of this world will suffice to pay the ransom for your life. 
Not redeemed with perishable things: Verse seventeen should remind us of our status in the universe.  Christians can get uppity at times.  We feel like we are better because we have become believers.  We have believed.  We have stopped a habit or adopted one.  We go to church.  We behave a certain way…in this world.  The thinking goes something like this: 
“God showed me grace and overlooked my sins when I had the good sense to believe in Christ as my Savior.”  This is not the case at all as we have seen repeatedly even in this chapter.  God chose us before He created the world.  He knew us not just about us.  He came to the Cross to pay for our sins and to gather us into His family.  
1 Peter 1:1-2  who are chosen  2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.

From your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers: Futility means “useless or worthless.”  It is not that our lives have no value.  It is the way we live them that is useless and worthless.  Do not equate the value of your human life with the futile way in which it is often lived.  Men hope in themselves.  This is true of all men.  If they believe in reincarnation they hope that they will come back better because of their present life.  If they believe in the Law or in good works they hope that God will grant them salvation based on their behavior.  This is what is useless and worthless in the sight of God.  Men cannot redeem themselves.  They do not have the necessary line of credit.  

With precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ:  Our reverent awe of God bases all hope on His unspeakable mercy to us.  Nothing in this world…no perishable thing [which would include anything we do] has contributed to our Salvation.   Peter starts with the pure white righteousness of God in order to turn our attention to God.  Behold your God.  This is your Father and His righteousness is unapproachable.  He cannot be soiled by one single sinner and one single sin will make a sinner.  How can you ever hope for salvation?  God the Son....Jesus Christ…The righteous judge of the universe, paid for you to go free.  It was not cheap it was free to you.  Someone else paid.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 - 6:1   21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

So let me repeat something I said a moment ago.  This life and world are not your hope for joy and salvation…And neither is Heaven.  Jesus is your hope and you possess that now.  Do not set your affection on Heaven.  Set it on your Savior.  God the righteous judge accepted the payment of His righteous Son for His children.  
1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
He was foreknown before the foundation of the World:  At the beginning of this chapter God told us that we were also foreknown to Him.  Both the redeemed and the redeemer were equally in the mind of the Eternal and Righteous Judge of the Universe.  

1 Peter 1:1-2  who are chosen  2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood:

The Father and the Son planned The Cross from eternity past. It was God’s choice to do it and that choice pleased Him.  God in His infinite love was able to set His affection on the infinitely fallen, and unlovely.  Nothing but the cross would ever reveal the Glory of the Love of God. 

So what is this foreknowledge?  It speaks of forethought and planning.  God thought about it long before He ever did it.  He planned the Cross and your salvation before He created anything. Jesus’ death on the Cross for your redemption was God’s idea.  He knew about it before it happened. 
He … has appeared in these last times for the sake of you:  God’s reality became ours at the Cross.  That which He had thought about became that which He carried out.  God actually did it because we needed Him to lay down His life for us.   Jesus knew what we needed and He was willing to carry it out.  

John 12:27-28  27 "Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour '? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  28 "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." 

Peter says that it was for our sake that He came but there was certainly something even more awesome about the Cross.  He came to reveal more of the nature and character of God than had been known previously.  Remember, I said that some assert that there are two Gods in the Bible.  There is the OT one who is judgmental and righteous and unmerciful and the NT God who has none of those characteristics, but is all mercy and forgiveness.  
Jesus revealed that they are one and the same.  That which cannot be reconciled in the mind of man was done fully in Christ. God displayed Himself more fully at the Cross than at any time.  It pleased Him to choose the helpless so that He could reveal His grace and love in the universe.  This is what Jesus means by His prayer for the Father to Glorify Himself.  “Make your self know God for you are worthy to be displayed in your splendor.”

Ephesians 1:3-4  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

Before Creation the love of God existed only between the Father the Son and the Spirit.  All three were infinitely worthy of being loved.  Who wouldn’t love someone who was perfect in every way?  We would not even consider that real love.  It makes no sacrifice whatsoever and receives everything in return.  Jesus actually confirms that this is true. 

Matthew 5:46 - 6:1   46 "For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  47 "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

Jesus’ point:  Even the wicked can love those that love them.  But God is infinite love and infinite mercy and infinite grace.  How will this ever be revealed to creation?  Now remember something very important here.  God wants to be revealed to His Creation.  To know God is the highest good because He is the highest good.  It is His intention to fill the earth with His Glory.  

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.
Men did not know how God loved…how absolutely infinite was His love, until He and the Son brought to fruition at the Cross what they had conceived of in eternity past.  

· God is infinitely righteous and applies the exact same standard to every human who has ever lived.  

· We are fallen and sinful and unable to pay the ransom for our lives.  We have no currency and certainly no credit. 

· God sent His unblemished and unstained Son to be beaten, mocked, spat upon and humiliated at the hands of the very sinners He came for.  He then stained Him with all your sin and mine.
· As Christ’s blood poured out on the ground it became the payment that would purchase you.  It revealed the glorious mercy of God when He purchased you at the cross. 
He is the sole hope of heaven  [21]

1 Peter 1:21  21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
Who through Him are believers in God:  Even our belief in God is because of the work of Christ in redemption.  He conceived the plan and chose the objects of His grace before He ever began the work of creation.  We fancy ourselves believers in God and then the recipients of His Grace.  God says the opposite.  He acted alone in grace to save and to bring us to belief. 

Who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory:  God the Father glorified Jesus or revealed His true identity as God by raising Him from the dead. 

Romans 1:3-4  3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

The Father did not send Jesus into the world against His will.  The Father and the Son were in perfect agreement from eternity past.  They together conceived the idea of your redemption.  

John 10:17-18  17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.

Jesus even affirmed that authority to the unbelievers when they asked for a sign that He had authority even over the Temple mount and its courts and buildings. 

John 2:18-21  8 The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?"  19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  20 The Jews then said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?"  21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.  
CONCLUSION

Your faith and hope are in God:  Remember at the beginning we said that: 

 If God is not the one who can destroy all things then

He is not the one who can save all things either
We have come full circle in our brief exploration of God.  

The God who you call “Father”  is the only righteous judge of the universe. He wants you to know His Sovereign Power to rule and to judge.  No sin will go unpunished in creation.  No injustice will go un avenged in the courtroom of the King of Creation.  God wants you to hold Him in reverent awe.  He bids us fear Him in the spectacle of His court.  We are to behold Him as He reigns. Like Isaiah who wrote: 

Isaiah 6:1-5  In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory."  4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  5 Then I said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." 

Or like John who said: 

Revelation 1:12-18  12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash.  14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.  15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.  17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,  18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
But this Astounding God used His righteous power to buy me from the market place of sin.  There was nothing in this creation that could pay the price.  So, God Himself came and paid.  He redeemed me with the Blood of His own Son who became a flesh and blood human being for that purpose.  The price of a man’s life is a man’s life.  Jesus died for you that the righteousness of God would remain intact while He poured our mercy to pour hopeless sinners like you and me.  
He planned it at the same time He chose you.  The Redeemer and the Redeemed where both foreknown by God.  God planned to Glorify Himself at the Cross and make you and me the beneficiary of His Love, Mercy and Grace.  

So why should a believer fear his God?  Because, if you have no fear of Him then He is simply not big enough in your mind. He is not righteous enough to end sin in His creation and not powerful enough to cure your heart.  He is not the God of the Universe but one that we imagine.  We can tuck Him safely into our Bible or our Theology and He will be and act the way we imagine.  
· Only an Awesome and Fearsome God can save desperate sinners like us. 

· Only a Sovereign God can change our hearts and sanctify us to do His will.

· Only a Supreme God can raise the dead and give me hope for all Eternity as well as this life. 

Nothing on this earth will suffice.  No religion, rite, or fortune can ransom a man’s soul.  

David spoke of its impossibility and concluded that only God could do it.  

Psalm 49:6-15  6 Even those who trust in their wealth And boast in the abundance of their riches?  7 No man can by any means redeem his brother Or give to God a ransom for him--  8 For the redemption of his soul is costly, And he should cease trying forever--  9 That he should live on eternally, That he should not undergo decay.  10 For he sees that even wise men die; The stupid and the senseless alike perish And leave their wealth to others.  11 Their inner thought is that their houses are forever And their dwelling places to all generations; They have called their lands after their own names.  12 But man in his pomp will not endure; He is like the beasts that perish.  13 This is the way of those who are foolish, And of those after them who approve their words. Selah.  14 As sheep they are appointed for Sheol; Death shall be their shepherd; And the upright shall rule over them in the morning, And their form shall be for Sheol to consume So that they have no habitation.  15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol [the grave]    
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