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Introduction:

We have been learning for sometime that the Christian Life cannot be lived in our own strength.  God knew this when He sent Jesus into the world to die for our sins.  If man could have done anything for himself then the perfect Law of God would certainly have accomplished righteousness. 

Galatians 3:21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law.

Instead of our own righteous works, we have seen in the Scripture, that GOD works to perfect His own children.  Our ongoing Christian life is based on Grace just as certainly as our Salvation at the Cross and our Glorification on the day of His appearing.  

Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

1 Corinthians 1:8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;

Our passage in I Peter for today gives instructions for Christlike living.  Let’s read it together:   

1 Peter 1:13-16   13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,  15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;  16 because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."

There are countless such admonitions throughout the New Testament.  Today we want to answer this very important question: 

If God is perfecting His Children…why are there so many commands and instructions for holy living in the New Testament?  What are we to make of these?  How does the reality of grace mesh with the New Testament call to Godly Living?  Are there, in fact, things that we should do to live for Christ or… are we just sitting around waiting to become Christlike?  Our predicament usually lead us to one of two positions:
· God’s Standard is too high and I cannot keep it no matter what I do.  I am therefore discouraged, guilt ridden and estranged from my Savior and Heavenly Father.  I do not want to approach the one I have failed to obey so often. 
or

· I CAN keep God’s standard.  In fact I can keep things that God never even mentions as a standard.  Food and drink standards that God never gave, establish a righteousness that is apart from God’s Word.   The person who believes they can keep all the commands of God becomes self justified in his or her own eyes and judgmental of those who do not come up to their standard. 
So…what is the answer to this?  To discover it let’s start with an incident in the ministry of our Lord Jesus.  Turn in your Bibles to: 
John 8:2-11   2 Early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people were coming to Him; and He sat down and began to teach them.  3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in the center of the court,  4 they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act.  5 "Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?"  6 They were saying this, testing Him, so that they might have grounds for accusing Him. But Jesus stooped down and with His finger wrote on the ground.  7 But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her."  8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.  9 When they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the center of the court.  10 Straightening up, Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?"  11 She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "I do not condemn you, either. Go. From now on sin no more."  
· This religious crowd started out with self-righteous indignation.  They were so confident that they did keep the law of God because they gave no consideration to their heart.  God is looking at the heart and when Christ was here he peered right into their hearts. 
· They brought this wretch of a woman and threw her down right in the middle of the temple court. They did it unlawfully too.  They came without the witnesses that were required because they were not really law keepers themselves.  They were incapable of keeping the law because they were fallen, broken sinners on the inside.  They had just chosen to ignore their own heart and focus on their outward self righteousness. 
Deuteronomy 17:6-7  6 "On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.  7 "The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. 

· They hoped to accuse Jesus of being anti law and anti righteousness. [6]  This is in fact, exactly “the take” that most Christians have on this passage.  Many believe, and you may be among them, that grace says that righteousness does not matter.  That God simply overlooks all sin and we are free to live immorally and still be a follower of Christ.  That is what is often taught from this passage.  That makes it cheap, tawdry grace. 
· But Jesus actually agrees to the stoning of the woman.  He does not excuse her sin in the slightest.  He does not imply that men should make nice with sin.  Instead He uses the entire incident to unmask the hearts of men.  He just adds this caveat…If the law does not condemn you in anyway then go ahead and kill her.  If it does then you too are justly condemned by the very law by which you seek to justify yourselves.  
· Jesus Christ has raised the bar higher than the self-righteous can jump.  It has now become about the heart.  It is not just the visible, but the secret sin that God Himself sees clearly.  The crowd that was so self righteous now leaves downcast.  This is the other wrong response.  Men are still making these same choices today.  If we are self-justified then we only need God’s concurrence that we are good and others are bad.  If we come to see our own hearts for what they are we flee the presence of God for fear that we too will be found to be sinners in His presence.  
· Only the woman made the right choice.  She could have taken off like everyone else.  Jesus was looking at the ground not at her.  This was the perfect opportunity to escape.  “When they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the center of the court.”   But, SHE stayed.  She was now in the presence of God the Son who had come seeking sinners.  She never protested her innocence.  [What a useless endeavor in the presence of the Holy God.]   Like Peter and the Centurion she knew she was a sinner in the presence of God the Son.   
Luke 5:8  8 But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"
Matthew 8:8   8 But the centurion said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.

· The only hope for sinners is Jesus Christ.  He does not excuse sin in this story…no…anything but!  He calls for the just condemnation of the law.  What He does do is expose the sin of all men.  There are none righteous. There are none present on the temple mount that can justly condemn.  Any sin will condemn you before a righteous God.  It is not just the ”Big Sins” that condemn us.
· There was, however, on the temple mount that day, one person who could have justly condemned her.  He had witnessed her sin, for He knew all things.  He was without sin and could have cast the first stone, but once alone with this hopeless sinner, He offered grace instead of justice.  Do not miss this point my friends.  Jesus did not overlook her sin.  He did not trivialize her hopeless and wretched condition. Furthermore… She did not do anything to merit His grace.  She never even asked for forgiveness.  Jesus unilaterally extended grace to her…then…after he had done that…He gave her this command; “go and sin no more.” 

Our passage in Peter answers this question:  
Do we who have been saved by grace alone, through faith alone 
in Christ alone, have anything we are supposed to do?
The answer is a clear and resounding YES!  God gives us four clear instructions.   God has set His grace, affection and generosity on His children already.  He now instructs us. This instruction is part of the means He will use to make us more like Christ.  

We will not do it ourselves, but He will not do it without us!
Here then are the four directives for Christlike living: 
· The Preparation for Christlike living  [Prepare your MIND]  13

· The Power of Christlike living [Fix your hope on Grace]  13b

· The Persistence of Christlike living [do not be conformed]  14

· The Purpose of Christlike living [Be Holy]  15-16

The Preparation for Christlike living  [Prepare your MIND]  [13a]
1 Peter 1:13  13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit…
Prepare your minds for action:  The Scripture uses a very vivid metaphor to describe this preparation.  This is what it says, “having gird up the loins of your mind…”  This is, 
“a metaphor derived from the practice of the Orientals, who in order to be unimpeded in their movements were accustomed, when about to start on a journey or engage in any work, to bind their long and flowing garments closely around their bodies and fasten them with a leathern girdle”  Thayer  
If I were to say, “roll up your sleeves,”  what would you expect that we were going to do?  Right…we are going to work.  Preparing your mind is work…so God is describing here how He is going to perfect you.  He is going to do it by instructing your mind. 
Like  any loving father, God has caused us to be born again and he has given us an eternal inheritance that we share with our Savior Jesus Christ.  He has declared that He will perfect us and now He begins that process in verse 13.  

God is going to use the gateway of the mind to do it.  He has already changed our heart or perhaps we should say He has exchanged our heart.  

Ezekiel 36:26-27  26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
He now instructs our heart through our mind.  Listen to what Hebrews says about this.  

Hebrews 10:16-17  16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says,  17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE.”
This is our new heart and it is accessed by our renewed mind.  I cannot stress the importance of this to you too much.  You are in a battle for your mind.  The world wants your mind.  It wants you to think about your life, your circumstances, your fears and your future apart from Christ and the Word of God.  It is the renewing of your mind that will transform your life.

Romans 12:2  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
Keep sober:  This is a word that means to be “calm and collected in spirit; to be temperate, dispassionate, circumspect.”  Thayer   I know many, many people who never touch a drop of alcohol and are never ever “sober” in this Biblical sense of the word.  Drunkenness will always keep you from being sober but abstinence will not make you sober.  This is “alertness” to the wishes and instructions of God.  It hungers for His opinions and not the worlds.  It thirsts for His presence and not His absence. 
Psalm 84:2-5   2 My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the LORD; My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.  3 The bird also has found a house, And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, Even Your altars, O LORD of hosts, My King and my God.  4 How blessed are those who dwell in Your house! They are ever praising You. Selah.  5 How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, 
This is how we prepare ourselves:  You don’t have to learn anything, memorize anything or do anything.  God asks you to “want to.”  “To desire to top know Him.”   To say to Him, “Lord,  you know I am dull of hearing and slow to learn.  I will probably not be your best student, but I know you want me to roll up my sleeves and learn from you.”  May I say confidently that God will teach you.  You do not have to be smart to know God.  You do not have to read well because God has chosen the foolishness of preaching to herald Jesus Christ to the world.  
Matthew 11:28-29  28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  29 "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.

You are to sit at His feet.  Enter His presence with an inquiring mind.  The Holy Spirit will take it from there.  

John 16:13  13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
The Power of Christlike living [Fix your hope on Grace]  [13b]
1 Peter 1:13  13 …..fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Fix your hope completely:  Literally, “hoping completely in the grace brought to you”  This is actually a present tense rather than a future.  It is not only a future grace.  That grace will be fully realized in the future but the Christian life is going on now.  It is now that we are to prepare our minds for action.  Action takes place now.  You have to face the world now.  You have to love your neighbor now.  That is why it is now that we are to fix our minds on Christ.
Fix your hope completely on the grace:  Do you remember earlier we said that one of the common reaction to the Bible is despair.  Men and women simply throw up their hands in desperation usually retreating to spiritual solitude.  This is because we hope in ourselves.  We made up our minds we would not do that sin!  We had a New Years resolution that we would not think that thought or say those things to or about others.  Yes this is a formula for failure.  That is why God is carefully choosing His words here.  The preparation of our mind will also require us to hope fully in Christ’s grace.  It is a present grace to be realized fully in the future. This does not mean that we hope He will make up our lacking.  It means that we hope in Him to carry us through.  
Do you remember the woman in our story. The commentator Bob Deffinbaugh describes this scene for us this way:  She is… “a woman whose sin the law condemns, a sin for which she deserves to die. If, indeed, she is caught “in the very act of adultery,” she may be only partly clothed, if at all. I suspect they do not gently bring her along, but probably drag her “kicking and screaming.” No doubt, the woman is in tears, humiliated by her guilt and her exposure. Worse yet, she is stationed before the One who knows no sin—and at the same time, before the eyes of the crowd gathered at the temple.”  
This is the state of all men before the Holy God.  That is what Jesus wanted the self-righteous and the common men to see.  There is zero hope!  We are stripped and exposed before the eyes of God!  He sees every flaw, every sin, every thought!  The Word of God will reveal the true state of your life before the living God.  
Hebrews 4:12-13  12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.  
Now listen carefully to me now.  This is no time to tune out or to despair.  This same God who knows every flaw is the one who stood before that naked desperate sinful woman and gave her grace.  And it was not because He excused her sin.  And it was not because He was too nice to punish her or condemn her.  It was because He was poised out of love, to take her guilt and shame and humiliation onto His own pure sinless self.  He did not overlook her sin that day.  He was going to bear it away from her Himself. 
Hebrews 4:14-16  14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Transition: God will perfect His children.  We are to prepare our own minds for Him to do that.  We prepare by being realizing it requires effort on our part.  By taking the entire task seriously and by relying completely…not partially…but completely upon God to teach us graciously by His Word through His Holy Spirit.  

That brings us to our third point.   
The Persistence of Christlike living [do not be conformed]  [14]
1 Peter 1:14  14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance,
We will need to realize that we are in a struggle.  The world we live in will try to force us into its mold.  It will not ever be the mold that God wants you in.  When we are in that mold we fulfill its desires and not God’s.  
1 John 2:15-16  15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 
Please listen carefully again:  The very presence of this verse in the Bible indicates that God expects us to be in a struggle.  Being in the struggle is not sin!  Let me say this again as forcefully as I possible can:  The fact that the world we live in seeks to force us into its mold and we are often tempted to fit into it is not a sign of failure.  Jesus prays for us not to succumb.  He pours out grace that we will not succumb.  He feeds us food to make us strong so that we will not succumb.  

John 17:14-18  14 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  15 "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.  18 "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.

That food is the Word of the Living God.  Prepare your mind and take it seriously.  God will strengthen and sanctify you through His Word.  It is actually God’s will for you to be in the struggle.  Yes…that is exactly correct.  God has sent us into the world…the very world that is seeking to mold us in its image.  And, why is the world so intent on conforming us to its image?  So that Christ will not be clearly seen. 

 2 Corinthians 4:4-5  4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.
So what is the conclusion of these exhortations?  They lead us inevitably to verses 15 and 16.  This verse does not stand alone in the Scripture.  We cannot just assign meaning to “be holy” and declare that men are to be perfectly sinless before their God.  SO…Let’s try to see this verse in its proper setting.  
The Purpose of Christlike living [Be Holy]  [15-16]
1 Peter 1:15-16   15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;  16 because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."
The Holy One who called you:  Yes God is without sin, but the word Holy is not the word that describes that.  As soon as we wrongly define the word “holy” we misunderstand this entire verse.  The place behind the veil in the temple was holy.  Did that mean that it had no sin?  Of course not…it was inanimate.  It neither had sin or righteousness.  It was holy because it belonged to God.  It was cordoned off for the purposes of God and the possession of God.  
Ephesians 3:5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;

Was Peter or Paul without sin?  Paul said he was the chief of sinners.  What about Jonah the prophet?  A sinless man.  Preposterous.  Now hold your place in I Peter and turn to: 
2 Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

Notice here that the holy calling had nothing to do with works we do.  It is not performance based.  It is a holy calling for precisely the opposite reason.  It is holy because it is God’s work not ours.  
“YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  This is a quote from:  

Leviticus 11:44 'For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth. 45 'For I am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.'"

God told Israel to “Be holy” precisely because of what He was and because of what He did and not because of who they were or what they did.  Being holy then does not mean being sinless.  How can I be so sure?  Because the Bible says that believers are not sinless and cannot be.
1 John 1:8-10   8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us. 
CONCLUSION

Give a sense of finality:  “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." Commands us to set apart our minds for the purposes of God.  Now I can tell you that God purposes to transform you into the image of His Son.   
Ask for a verdict: Do you feel fully satisfied with the progress you have made in trusting God, knowing God, experiencing the peace and joy of God?  Do you despair of ever growing in certain areas of your life because you have struggled there so long?  Then I want to ask you to three simple things today.  You need no special education to do it…in fact…education might even be a disadvantage.  
· I want to ask you to prepare your mind for God to instruct you.  I want you to decide to re-arrange your life to make room for the Word of the Living God.  To pursue the knowledge of Christ your Savior.  This is what it means to “Prepare your Mind for Action.”  
· I want to ask you to accept the reality of your struggle against sin.  Rather than prove your unworthiness it confirms your calling.  God has called us to conform to Christ.  The world calls us to conform to it.  This is never going to end until we see Christ.  That is why we set our hope fully on the Grace to be revealed when Christ comes. 
· I want to ask you to begin to think of yourself as belonging to God.  This is not an abstract thought like we would like to make it.  This is a daily, hourly thought.  If you borrowed my car would you consider selling it to someone?  No…because it belongs to me.  Now God says He bought us and owns us.  This is what it means to be “holy” and that is exactly the reason to let God change us. 

The watchword here is “Grace.”  We are setting our minds on God’s grace.  He will lead us into the Christlike life.  Ultimately, that is a life of full dependence upon God.  It is a life that gives glory to Christ and not to us.  We stand in awe at what He does for us and we testify that we are sinners saved by Grace, purchased by the blood of the Cross and Sanctified by the work of the Holy Spirit through the Word.  God has already prepared your good works and designed for you to walk in them.  Aren’t you anxious to participate in the wonder of it all?

Ephesians 2:8-10  8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;  9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

Romans 8:31-39  31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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